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FOREW ORD

i’J 'H E  w hite m inority-ru le policy o f segregation and m ore so its v iru len t form ,
A partheid , have screened off from  each o ther black and white in South 

A frica. O ur know ledge of each o ther is scanty and  m ost superficial. B u t worse, 
w hat there is o f it is tain ted  w ith prejudice and  w ishful thinking. T his m akes it  
easy fo r G overnm ent policy and  the lying p ropaganda th a t boosts it  to  push 
us fu rth e r and fu rth e r apart.

W hat a tragedy th a t so m any should thus be m ade to live blissfully in a 
w orld o f fantasy. W hen R om e is on fire m any seem oblivious to  how. m uch our 
thinking and  actions are a flight from  reality , which m akes us “ build castles in 
the a ir.'5 M any thus becom e victims of com placency. A m ong whites one gets 
som e day-dream ing of a white South A frica tha t is not, and can never be. W hen 
such whites suddenly discover tha t “ Kaffirs are Lively”  an d  challenging in 
earnest, they becom e an  easy prey  to  unnerving fears tha t th row  them  off 
balance in their thinking  and  actions.

Non-w hites on the o ther hand  are prone to  indulge in dangerous speculative 
airy  talk  ab o u t F reedom , such as speaking ab o u t it as being “round  the co rn er” 
when they are doing nothing fo r th e  Freedom  cause. T his m akes such non-w hites 
sooner o r later becom e victims of frustration , o r an  easy prey to  fraudu len t and 
dangerous G overnm ent p lans w hose end result is no th ing  but m ore  and m ore 
cruel and  insulting serfdom .

This South A frican  Congress o f D em ocrats publication  to  w hich I  have the 
ho n o u r to  w rite a Forew ord  provides a  m uch needed b rief factual presentation  
o f o u r situa tion  in the U nion. I t  confronts us with challenges we can only evade 
to the harm  o f o u r country and  ourselves. T o  honest and serious citizens it 
provides an  im petus and a basis fo r m aking a m uch-needed agonising re-appraisal.

N o one w ho reads the book with an open and searching m ind can sink into 
com placency or becom e panicky, for the book is constructive in  its approach . I 
tru st it will d isturb  and shock m any to realistic thinking  and  ac tion . T here is 
m uch a t stake. T here is no tim e nor room  fo r cow ardly thinking  and  action.
T o o  m any o f  us ignore the signs o f the times. T his justifies the n o te  o f urgency 
and disaster the book strikes.

But m ore im portan tly , the au th o r points a realistic w ay out. A hard  way, 
yes. I t  has to be so fo r us too, fo r a t  no time, and  now here in h istory  has 
Freedom  com e w ithout m uch sacrifice by both  the oppressor and  the oppressed; 
it seems never to  com e w ithout “ tears and b lood” . T h ere  is still enough goodwill 
am ong non-w hites to avoid a bloody struggle being a sine qua non to  Freedom .
But the situa tion  can no longer be m et by giving loo little of Freedom  a t a time, 
and  m ost certainly no t by ordering A fricans even a t  the poin t of a bayonet to 
m arch back to  tribalism , as is the aim  of A partheid.

N on-w hites reject with the contem pt it deserves the N ationa list P arty  
G overnm ent policy of separate developm ent. T hey  see it fo r w hat it  is: an 
attem pt io  delay their m arch  to  F reedom . T hey  will have no  truck  with 
adu lterated  pseudo form s o f dem ocracy; no caricatures, bu t on ly  the genuine 
artic le  will do. N o  am oun t of jackbooting  will ha lt them  from  m aking and 
striving fo r  their dem ands. Jackbooting  will only em bitter them  against the 
whites, and thus m ake it difficult to  build our m ulti-racial society and non-racial 
dem ocracy.

T h e  book is m ainly a  charge to white South A frica. N on-w hites should  nof, 
how ever, derive m uch com fort from  its lauda to ry  references to them . As a group



vvc are  taking too  long  to wake up. T he rest o f A frica is up and doing. It is 
distressing to find som e o f o u r people who should know better being false 
prophets, counselling people to com prom ise with A partheid. W hat is there to 
com prom ise w ith in A partheid? C om prom ise with death! T h is would be a 
vo luntary  acceptance o f oppression. W hat a counsel of despair which m akes its 
au tho rs guilty  o f national suicide!

I  use the opportunity  afforded me by this F orew ord  to thank  those whites 
who have taken a stand to m ake com m on cause with us in ou r struggle. T hey  
are doing this a t  g reat cost to  themselves. T his is an index o f how  they value 
right as against ‘ m ight is right". These friendly whites are to  be fo u n d  in the 
C ongress of D em ocrats, the Liberal P arty  and other progressive groups and 
individuals. T hey  have truly become our com rades-in-arm s. T ogethe r we m irror 
the South A frica of tom orrow  we are  striving fo r—a truly non-racial dem ocratic 
South  A frica in which as countrym en, equals and friends, we shall be com rades 
in Freedom .

I plead with white South A frica to  swell the ranks o f these progressives. 
W hat a glorious prospect aw aits us! Let us all work sacrificially to m ake its 
speedy realisation  possible.

A lbert J . Lutuli,
A. J. L utu li P/B., 
P.O. G R O U T V IL L E . 
8th N ovem ber, 1960.



FACE THE FUTURE
yV T E  South A fricans are becom ing inured  to shock. A few m onths ago, in a

two m inute burst o f police firing, sixty-seven A fricans w ere killed a t 
Sharpeville, over three hundred grievously w ounded. For a m om ent we were 
stunned with the shocked realisation o f the s ta te  to which governm ent baasskap  
policy had  brought us. A lew  days la ter a  general strike o f A frican w orkers 
paralysed the econom ic life o f Johannesburg , D urban , Po rt E lizabeth  and Cape 
T ow n. 30,000 men m arched through the streets o f C ape T ow n; thousands poured 
down in td  W est Street, D urban . Langa was sealed off by a  police an d  m ilitary 
cordon for over a week. F o r a short m om ent we w ere shocked again by the 
sudden revelation of the ferm ent which has grow n up to flash-point am ongst 
the A frican  m en and wom en w ho live am ongst and around us.

B ut shock wears off. T he routine of daily  life catches up with us again, 
absorbing all o u r time and interest. W e re turn  so easily to norm al. W e console 
ourselves—when we think about these things a t  all— with the com forting  thought 
th a t they are over, and will no t happen  again, a t  least not fo r a long, long 
tim e. W e convince ourselves, som ehow , tha t the storm  has passed over; and  in 
th a t  conviction, we re turn  to the blinkered, unseeing-com placency o f fo rm er days.

T h e  S tate o f Em ergency, we are oflicially assured, is over. Police a re  no 
longer free to  arrest a t will w ithout charge; arm y units no  longer stand guard 
a round  locations; the press is no longer censored by decree. O n the su rface at 
least, we are  back to  norm al.

B ut are we? C an we ever be?
It is no longer good enough to  try  to  convince ourselves that, a f te r these 

last five m onths, everything is back w here it used to  be. Businessmen a t  least 
a re  acutely  aw are of the change. E xport m arkets, built up  arduously  over the 
past ten years, are suddenly closed to  us by boycotts. Foreign  investors, with 
the new w ealth needed to  keep industry  expanding and developing in new fields, 
have lost confidence in our fu tu re  and  look elsew here fo r security. Stock 
exchange prices, the barom eter o f business confidence in the fu ture , have 
plum m etted to the depths, an d  do  no t ie tu rn  to pre-Em ergency levels. Every 
news report from  ab road  tells o f new  dem onstra tions o f hostility  tow ards South 
A frica and its trad itional policies. T he air is heavy with talk of in ternational 
oil sanctions, trad e  em bargoes, boycotts.

T hese are  the signs of the change tha t has com e in the past five m onths. 
T h e  w orld in which we lived before the Em ergency has changed. N o m atter 
how  we try  to  shutter ourselves off from  the fact, no th ing  can a lter it. Its 
signs are all a round us.

FROM CAPE TO CONGO
F o r us, perhaps, the, m ost p rofound sign is in w hat has happened in the 

C ongo. A year o r two ago, m ost of us believed th a t E uropean  rule in the Congo 
was as s tab le, as sure to  live fo r generations, as it was in South  A frica. T he 
Belgians, we told ourselves, had  found the answ ers to the black-w hite conflict 
o f  A frica— no political organisa tion ; opportunity  fo r the Congolese to advance 
in industry and  com m erce; stem  meting ou t of w hite-m an’s justice, and s trict 
white po litical control.

O ur beliefs were a m yth. T he white settlers from  the C ongo are today
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refugees, displaced persons with lheir belongings packed into the suitcases they 
could  carry . T he once stable econom y seems threatened with chaos and 
breakdow n; the surface-deep peace has erupted into alarm ing violence and 
counter-violence; opposing arm ies stand poised on the brink o f w ar, am idst the 
restraining presence o f a  U nited N ations m ilitary force; separatist m ovem ents 
th rea ten  to  dism em ber the s tate  into a  series of splintered tribal com m unities.

T his is one o f the signs; bu t only one. Southw ards lies the Portuguese colony 
o f Angola. T he Portuguese, m any o f us assured each o ther, had  solved the 
problem  of A frica— no politics and  no political organisa tion ; severe police 
contro l an d  forced labour for A fricans; no co lour bar, bu t a  ‘C ivilisation’ bar 
which the best educated, wealthiest A fricans could pass and  becom e “ Evolues” , 
“ assim ilados". A lso a m yth, as yet unexploded. News o f a  mass uprising in 
A ngola early  this year has filtered through the heavy curtain of censorship; 
troops have been rushed from  Portugal; men and women have been tried before 
a  m ilitary  tribunal and sentenced to  long term s of im prisonm ent fo r stirring  up 
disaffection. In Portuguese East A frica a m ilitary force fo r internal use is being 
rapidly assem bled. Even here, in this most backw ard o f A frican  territories, 
change is stirring.

Rhodesia had  the answ er— or so m any o f  us im agined. A  co lou r-bar slowly 
being low ered as educational standards advanced; an aim  of ‘partnersh ip’, to  be 
achieved under strict white control and ,direction; n o  excesses of ‘apartheid ’, bu t 
no su rrender o f w hite suprem acy until som e time in the barely im aginable 
future. A lso a m yth. A s torm  of political upheaval has burst w ithout w arning, 
slightly m ore than  a year af te r their ‘State o f Em ergency’ has ended. Political 
dem onstrations, strikes and  rioting have shaken Salisbury and B ulaw ayo; police 
have fired on political dem onstra tors fo r the first time in history, killing som e, 
w ounding o thers; arm y units have taken up positions in u rban  locations; new 
African political organisations have sprung up— m ore bitter, m ore m ilitant— to 
replace those suppressed by law last year; the four-year old dream  o f Federation  
dissolves, w ith N yasaland  poised to  burst ou t to independence, and  British 
Com m issions recom m ending sweeping chances to allow  A frican m ajorities to 
gain political power.

FLOODTIDE 1960
Accidents? Freaks? F a r  from  it. T his is the au thentic  trend  of 

A frica in 1960. Everyw here the continent’s states m ove to independence and 
self ru le; everyw here the days o f w hite suprem acy are ending, and the m ajority  
o f the people— people, just people— are taking the contro l of their fu tu re into 
their ow n hands. G hana was the first, in 1957; then G uinea. But the procession 
has becom e a flood. N igeria, 30 m illion people, largest o f the A frican states, 
reached independence in O ctober; Tanganyika, led 'by the rem arkable M r. N yererc 
a t the head  o f an  alliance of A fricans, Indians and whites, a m onth  later. C had , 
Senegal, D ahom ey, the Ivory C oast—fo r  a ll o f them  this y ea r o f 1960 is the 
year o f independence.

L ook closer hom e. T he fu tu re of South W est A frica hangs in the balance, 
a testing case fo r the au tho rity  of U N . w here the leaders of a ll the indigenous 
peoples of the territo ry— N am as, H ereros and  O vam bos, are striking a pow erful 
claim  fo r  th e  ending of the South A frican  m andate , and its replacem ent by 
U N  trusteeship. In short, p repara tion  fo r independence and self rule. O n our
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ea s te rn  seaboard , colonial M adagascar has becom e the free, independent M ala
gasy R epublic. On o u r W estern frontiers, Bechuanaland is negotiating with 
B ritain  fo r fo rm a l self-rule A nd within the h ea rt of o u r own country . B asuto
land  is, fo r the first tim e, ru led  by an elected assembly of the Basuto people, 
while still a British P ro tectorate. A frica is in step. And only we in Southern  
A frica are  ou t of step.

Sometim es we look  a t w hat is happening  in these countries to  the N orth, 
an d  we console ourselves w ith the thought th a t they pay a heavy price fo r their 
new  independence. N ow here has the passage been easy. S trife, civil com m otion, 
econom ic dislocation— these are  som e of the paym ents tha t have had to  be 
made. B ut w hat price are  we p repared  to  pay fo r ou r righ t to  keep  o u t o f step? 
T h is is now  the question  of the day. O nce we could believe tha t we reaped  no 
Josses, on ly  gains from  o u r way o f life. T ra d e  and industry boom ed; life— at 
least fo r  those o f  us bo rn  w hite—was com fortab le and  com paratively  easy; the 
fu tu re  appeared  secure, and  an  air o f peace prevailed. B ut those days have 
gone. W e are beginning to  pay the price fo r being o u t o f step. I t  is tim e we 
looked a t  ourselves m ore, and pointed the accusing finger inw ards m ore sharply.

THE BILL OF COSTS

F or five m onths we have lived in a state  o f v irtual m artial law —th e  first 
tim e since the R and strike of 1922. A rm y units have been  m obilised fo r police 
operations against o u r own countrym en. Active citizen forces, form ed fo r defence 
against foreign a ttack  have been b looded in skirm ishes of civil w ar. Jails have 
been filled to  overflowing w ith political prisoners of all races, held w ithout 
charge  o r explanation. F o r  the first time since the South A frican  w ar, wom en 
have been held in concentration cam p conditions. Effective general strikes of 
A frican  w orkers have paralysed industry  in  all the m ain centres, continuing  fc r  
a  week in Cape Tow n. M eetings have been  prohib ited ; new spapers suppressed, 
o r  frightened into self-censorship by the th rea t of heavy reprisals, correspondents 
jailed  and deported. T w o o f the largest political o rganisations in  the country—  
and the only two that co u n t in an y  way am ongst the A frican m ajority— the 
A frican N ational C ongress and  the Pan  A fricanist C ongress— have been o u t
lawed. U nderground political o rganisations hav e  emerged to take over w here 
suppression has ended the open, above-board  activities of non-w hite politics. 
T h is is the national scene.

In ternationaliy  the position is as bad. o r worse. F o r the first time ever in 
o u r  history— and also fo r the first time in U N O 's  h istory— a unanim ous w orld 
wide vote of condem nation  o f o u r policies has been passed w ithout a single 
d issenting voice in o u r favour. O ur embassies in foreign lands have been stoned 
o r picketed by hostile dem onstrators. O ur diplom atic representatives have been 
left o u t o f im portan t in ternational cerem onies, o r politely  asked no t to  partic i
pate. A  trad e  w ar has grow n up  against us; it started w ith  a  consum ers’ refusal 
to buy  o u r goods; it has grow n to  include trade union decisions no t to handle 
ou r exports a t  the docks o r the rail-heads; states, w here form erly  o u r export 
trade was expanding, have declared official em bargoes on trade w ith us; a irports 
and  h a rbours  in parts o f A frica are closed to  us and to  all goods to  o r from  
o u r shores. And still th e  cam paign grow s. T here is talk o f an  em bargo  on the 
supply o f oil to us fro m  all centres o f the A fro-A sian group o f nations; there
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is a call fo r strong U N  action, and fo r international sanctions on  a governm ental 
level with U N  backing.

How  long  can we go on like this?
T h ere  are  som e who say th a t to  ask  such a question is a  sign o f panic. 

O ur cabinet m inisters are am ongst them . T hey  refuse to  look reality  in the face. 
W hen they  are  w arned by B ritain’s Prim e M inister tha t the “ winds o f change” 
a re  'blowing strongly through  the country , they answ er w ith the old South 
A frican  adage: ‘W e know  the blacks. Y ou don’t.’ W hen, none the less, tho 
w arning is reinforced by the turm oil o f the events im m ediately af te r Sharpeville. 
still they stick to  their blindness, proclaim ing— as did M r. de W et Nel in the 
m idst o f the Em ergency "R ace relations in the country  have never been b etter .”

T o  m ost o f us this appears clearly as blind idiocy in the face o f a  crisis. 
Unlike o u r cabinet m inisters, we a t  least are no t ab le to bury o u r heads in the 
sand , ostrich like, and convince ourselves that all is well. Perhaps there is no 
need to  panic. B ut there is certainly need fo r clear thinking, fo r facing  reality , 
fo r  courageous reappra isa l o f our ow n future.

THE FUTURE IS NO W
M any of us, som ew here in o u r hom es, have long realised tha t som ehow , 

som eday the situa tion  in South A frica would have to change: th a t som eday, 
som ehow , black m en w ould achieve equality  with white. Last year o r the y ea r 
before we were able to convince ourselves tha t the p roblem  w ould no t arise in 
o u r tim e; no t fo r o u r generation; perhaps not even for o u r children. W e were 
ab le  to  tuck the problem  aside, leave it fo r h istory to settle afte r we are  all 
dead and  gone. I t  is no longer possible fo r us to do so today. T he Em ergency 
lifted a veil, and enabled us  to see w hat faces us. in o u r time— this year, next 
year o r the year after.

T his is 1960. O ur good intentions are no longer enough. T he w orld, and 
the non-w hite m ajority  o f o u r fellow  South A fricans, expect o f us deeds— not 
good intentions. We are  no longer surrounded by strong  friendly nations, wedded 
to us by ties o f trade and finance, to  bolster us against our critics. W e are- 
surrounded by hostile critics, w ho see our pa ttern  o f white dom ination  as a 
m enace to  the w orld’s peacc and fu ture . W e are encom passed by new ly indepen
d en t states, w here the m ajorities have taken on the task of ruling them selves, 
where the pride and  w onder of th e ir own national em ancipation im bues m en 
with a h a tred  o f racial subservience and of the injustice o f  m inority rule.

W e a re  th ree m illion w hite people, perched precariously  on the seat o f 
pow er over eleven m illion non-w hites. Once we im agined we w ere a bastion  o f 
the so-called ‘W estern W orld .’ N o  longer. W e are now  an outpost, a garrison  
left over from  a past period o f h istory ; we have cu t ourselves off from  world 
support, and  are being isolated from  the w orld’s com m erce. Once we relied on 
B ritain  and A m erica as o u r supporting  props. Self-interest, and their own 
trad itions bind  them  now  to  the aw akening states o f independence and self-rule 
in A frica. A new force is sweeping like a veld fire across the continent. T hose 
w ho com m it them selves to  o u r support, lose all influence and standing in the 
rest ,of the continent. N o  20th C entury  C anutes come forw ard to  stand  with 
us against the tides of history. W e are now  back on o u r own resources. F o r 
better o r fo r worse, we w hite people of the U nion , have nothing save o u r own 
ability  to  m eet the crisis which faces us now. in our own lifetim e. If  1960 i^
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the y e a r of A frica’s destiny, it is surely ours as well. How arc  we going to  
m eet it?

F irs t, it is necessary fo r us to  know  w hat we are  up against. We are fond 
o t  telling the w orld and  its hostile critics tha t ‘we know  the natives’. But do we? 
T his is no tim e fo r idle chatter. It is tim e to face facts before the sands o f  time 
ru n  out. It is no longer good enough to  re ly  on o u r old sh ibboleths, on our 
experiences with 'k itchen  boys’, fa rm  servants and nannies to  understand  the 
a im s and  outlooks and  capacities o f non-w hite South  A fricans. It is necessary— 
h ard  as it m ay be— to look  behind the iron-curtain of the co lou r bar w hich we 
have built between us. to  see w hat we are faced with.

VIEW  W ITHOUT BLINKERS

Once we had a  picture o f A fricans as  sim ple, child-like beings, incapable of 
ac tion  except under the white m an ’s leadership, needing alw ays to  be led by 
o u r hand  and  exam ple. T he p icture was never real; it  is now  dangerously false. 
Perhaps we had th e  first apprecia tion  o f its falsity  in 1957 during  the great 
A lexandra Bus Boycott. H ere we saw  a  w hole com m unity  o f 80,000 people 
carry ing  on a united, determ ined struggle against w hat they conceived to be 
injustice. W e saw A fricans deciding fo r them selves, dem ocratically , how  to cope 
w ith and  conquer a difficult p roblem . W e saw  a p ictu re of calm  confidence, of 
hero ism , o f readiness to  sacrifice; we saw  discipline, self-im posed, defy ing  all 
th e  dire predictions o f the E uropean  w ise-acres. F o r a  m om ent— if we dared  to 
look  w ithout b linkers— we saw  A fricans as they really  are today, in th e  towns 
and  cities of South Africa. People! C apab le of doing everything to  which they 
set their m inds. Perhaps the lesson was lost on us; we needed an o th e r rem inder.

In M arch this year we had  a d ram atic rem inder. C alm ly , confidently , in a 
d isciplined m anner, 30.000 A fricans m arched from  Langa location through  the 
h ea rt o f C ape T ow n to  C aledon Square w here th e ir leaders w ere im prisoned. 
N o violence, no recklessness, no d isorder. C an  anyone look  on  th a t 
event— on  the pictures o f the streets jam m ed from  shopfron t to  shopfron t as 
fa r  as the eye can see— and  not revise the old ideas of A frican incom petence and 
childishness. Is it possible to  ignore the discipline and united confidence of 
such  a crow d, o r its orderly  dispersal a t the request of Philip  K gosana, 24 
years old and already  a spokesm an and a leader? T hese are  th e  A frican  people 
o f  the tow ns— as they are. N o t as we im agine them  to  be. N o t as the state 
in form ation  office pictures them  fo r o u r ow n and overseas consum ption. People! 
Sober, serious, determ ined, capable people. C apab le o f organising them selves; 
capable of acting fo r them selves; capable o f leadership fo r themselves.

But perhaps—as we are so fond of telling an unim pressed w orld— it is not 
such things bu t in the arts  o f politics, o f dem ocracy and of governm ent tha t 
Africans are still backw ard, child-like, incapable, needing years, perhaps genera
tions o f “ education”. T h is picture, too, was never real; it is now  also 
dangerously  false. In 1950, we saw  how  false. T h a t was the year o f the cam paign 
o f  Defiance of U njust Laws. W e saw  som e 8,000 volunteers in disciplined, 
organised  team s, deliberately break  apartheid  regulations and  go to  jail as a 
m eans o f pro test a t  un just laws. W e saw  here not only confidence bu t a real 
political aw areness and  understanding. W e saw  again the capacity  o f A fricans, 
this tim e coupled with Indians, to  organise fo r them selves, to  ac t fo r them selves, 
to  th ink  fo r them selves in the field of politics. We saw— if we ca red  to look—
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their statesm anlike approach  to  the Prim e M inister, D r. M alan . asking fo r 
negotiations; we saw com petent and  responsible political leadership, w hich 
avoided the ever present risk o f sparking off a racial clash w hile yet pursuing 
their goal to the end.

But m ore significant than  this; we have had the collected speeches and 
writings o f the political figures am ongst the A fricans read and reported  over 
the last three and  a ha lf years a t the T reason  Trial. I f  we had  cared to look, 
here there was a record of statesm anship, political aw areness and understanding 
which any South  A frican political group— any  white group— would find it difficult 
to surpass. F rom  1955, a t a nation-w ide delegate assembly held a t K lip tow n. 
has com e the Freedom  C harte r, draw n up by and accepted by the forem ost 
African politicians and political organisations—a program m e and blueprin t o f  
llieir aim s fo r South  A frica, o f a breadth  o f vision which no South A frican  
political group  has em ulated.

BLACK-WHITE UNITY
But yet fu rth e r than this. A frican politicians have m anaged the mosL 

form idable task in South A frica; they have welded together into a single alliance 
o f organisations their own people, through the A frican N ational Congress, the 
Indian people through the S.A. Indian C ongress, a p art o f the C oloured  people 
through the S.A. C oloured  People's C ongress and a section at least o f the w hite 
population  through  the C ongress of D em ocrats. This task of uniting the people 
of South A frica into a single bloc o f united outlook has thus fa r defied every 
white political group; fo r white politicians the problem s have been insuperable; 
o u r political parties have been unable or unwilling to find a m eeting place for all 
racial groups and  m ake o f them  a  fraternal alliance; fo r us politics has always 
been a  m atter of racial division, o f disunity , o f playing on the race and  colour 
prejudices of the population , i t  is in this trem endous achievem ent th a t the 
A frican people— and above all A frican political leaders—show their real 
m atu rity , ability  and  fitness fo r po litical office. It is no longer possible fo r  us. 
looking a t the disastrous pass to  which a  series o f sm all-calibre politicians like 
S trydom  and  Verw oerd have brought us, to ask "W here are  the South A frican 
statesm en o f o u r fo rm er days— the figures of world stature , like Botha. Smuts. 
H ofm eyr?” If we seek such figures in South Africa today, we m ust look to  the 
ranks o f  those w ho have coped with and m astered the great problem  o f creating 
unity out of our racial diversity; we m ust look to the leaders of the non-w hite 
people, to  the really  great statesm en o f ou r tim e, who live across the co lour 
line—C hief A lbert Luthuli. Dr. Y ussuf D adoo. O liver T am bo . T hese are the 
m en in whom  the whole w orld today sees signs of greatness, o f leadership, o f  
real South A frican statesm anship.

W hy can we no t see it too? Are we blind? Is the whole w orld crazy  and 
are only  we sane? O r is it that, trad itionally , we have closed our m inds and our 
eyes to  w hat goes on am ongst the non-w hite people, sm ug in o u r own confidence 
tha t they are still backw ard, children.

EXCEPTIONS PROVE RULES
H ow  often have we told ourselves tha t Luthuli, o r P rofessor M athew s o r  

D r. D adoo are the exceptions. O f course they are. Leaders— w hether in the field
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o f politics, sport, a r t o r intellectual achievem ent—are always the exceptions. Is 
E instein not an exception? O r B ertrand Russell? Is every w hite South  A frican 
a C hurchill, o r even a  Smuts? D oes w hat we choose to call ‘W estern C iviliza
tio n ’ produce m ore than  one Shaw or D ylan Thom as? It is time fo r us to  finish 
with such childish thinking; it is one o f th e  m yths th a t on ly  we cling to. 
Everyw here else m en face reality unafraid , undistorted  by co lour p re judice which 
lead us a lone  to childish, idiotic conclusions. Everyw here else men realise that 
the g rea t statesm en, artists , th inkers, diplom ats are the exceptions. B ut every
w here those exceptions are the living p roof th a t  the nations from  w hich they 
spring are  capable o f reaching the p innacles o f hum an achievem ent.

W hy n o t here? In tru th , if  we look squarely a t the m atter, A fricans have 
produced their own Professors and doctors, advocates and  concert artists, 
com posers and jazz trum peters, professional cricketers and  title-w inning boxers. 
T hey  do, and  have done, every job  th a t the whites can do— w here such jobs are 
open to  them . T hey  are  bus-drivers and m achine operators, policem en and office 
clerks, typists and  carpenters, teachers, shop-keepers, surgeons, rad io-announcers, 
dressm akers, nurses, farm ers, trac tor-drivers, m echanics, butchers. People. Just 
people. T hey  think, read, write, paint, com pose music.

T his is w hat we are up against—-people; ju s t people. People like ourselves; 
people capalble o f doing everything w ; can do. W heiher we realise it o r not, 
A fricans them selves realise it. T hey  m ake no exceptions; neither governm ent 
n o r  international diplom acy is beyond their capabilities. A ll th a t stands in their 
way is South A frica’s social, political and econom ic conditions.

But conditions can be changed. M en create conditions; they legislate, 
regulate and operate conditions. W hat som e m en do, o ther m en can undo and 
change. Everyone o f  us realises this. Let it be no surprise tha t A fricans realise 
it too . and are  determ ined to  m ake the change. They know  they can do it. In 
th e  Freedom  C harte r they hiive described m inutely the change they w an t to 
m ake. In  the events o f M arch this year they have show n th a t  they are in 
earnest— n o t som etim e in the d istan t fu tu re , b u t now. in ou r ow n lifetim e. This 
is the reality  we white South A fricans m ust now  face.

THE PACE IS SET

P erhaps in the back o f our m inds, every one of us h as  realised tha t this 
tim e w ould com e. W e have som ehow  m anaged lo convince ourselves that, if 
pressure fo r change grew too great fo r us to  resist, we would be ab le to give 
way slowly, piecem eal; we w ould, perhaps, concede a m unicipal franchise here, 
a few white M .P.'s there ; we would perhaps extend exem ption certificates from  
the pass law s to a  few thousand, o r even a few hundred  thousand, respectable 
A frican  citizens; we would open up freehold townships, skilled jobs, senior 
civil service posts as the necessity arose.

Such ideas no longer fit the real scene. R hodesia advances to  “partnership*, 
conceding m ore rapidly an d  m ore swcepingly than ever we contem plated. K enya 
concedes direct A frican representation in Parliam ent, then A frican cabinet posts, 
now  even an  elected A frican m ajority— faster, bolder an d  m ore fa r  reaching 
than  ever we in South A frica have dream ed of. In years gone by the ra te  of 
their concession w ould have seemed dizzy, b reath tak ing; bu t in 1960 it is proving 
— as events in both  countries show — too little and too slow. H istory no longer 
waits on the white m an in A frica. T he pace of change is being m ade by
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Africans. T h e  ac tuality  o f change is no longer a prospect fo r a  la ter generation 
to face; it is ours— today and in the next few m onths and years.

H ow  are we white South A fricans going to m eet the challenge which 
A frica’s ferm ent now  throw s in  our faces? Every thinking  South A frican realises 
tha t we can no longer go on as before, unthinking, unchanging, hoping fo r the 
best tc  happen. T h e  events o f the S ta te o f Emergency changed a ll that. W e can 
no longer live on in the blind hope th a t som ehow  the old s tru ctu re  of the 
country  will hold together long enough fo r the Bantustan policy to pay off; 
we can no longer live on in the eager unfounded hope th a t som e m iraculous 
U .P. victory a t  the polls will tu rn  aside a head-on clash by the slow granting 
o f insignificant concessions to outraged  A frican feelings. W hat then? We can 
no t even delude ourselves tha t by som e m ystical process, a Republic will achieve 
all the w onders tha t have so fa r eluded us.

C an  we sit, fatalistically , hands folded, lips sealed, insulating ourselves in 
our fam ily  and business concerns, an d  leaving the issue to  be decided by 
politicians as though the South A frican way o f life was the concern only of 
politicians and  no t ours? N o doub t this was the attitude of m ost of the white 
settlers o f the Belgian C ongo. T hey  buried them selves in their own private 
affairs; they meddled neither in the attem pts to  m aintain strong Belgian au th o 
rity , n o r  in the clam our fo r rapid A frican advancem ent to  citizenship. T he 
sorry  stream  of white refugees from  th e  C ongo in recent m onths points a m oral. 
In this m om ent of crisis, there is no  space on the sidelines.

H ere, as in the C ongo, the pattern  o f life and  society—how ever one views 
its m erits— has been m ade by white m en. It is im m aterial w hether o u r motives 
w ere good o r bad . liberal o r oppressive. W hen A fricans burn with dissatisfaction 
a t the pattern  of o u r society, is it to be w ondered a t that they should ho ld  the 
white popu la tion—its m akers— responsible? C an anyone really  expect that, in 
their m inds and attitudes, they will separate ou t those white people who 
deliberately created the pattern  o f society from  those w ho sa t on the sidelines 
o r tu rned  their backs on the whole business? Is there in fact such a  gap 
betw een the two groups?

RESPONSIBILITY IS OURS
O ur law does not distinguish between the jewel thief and his accom plice 

w ho sa t calm ly in the get-aw ay car outside. In  our legal code, bo th  active 
desperado and passive accom plice are equally  responsible and guilty. W hy should 
a different view be taken of our political responsibilities? H ave we no t voices? 
Political rights to  speak, pro test and  dissuade? H ave we no t voting rights to 
change unjust o r oppressive law s? O r a t  least to  try  to  the fullness of o u r 
strength to  change them ?

It m ay be argued  th a t he wh’o merely turns aside in disgust from  the actions 
o f h is political representatives, and  refuses to assist them in any w ay, is no 
accom plice. M aybe not. It is a good issue fo r law yers to debate in the calm  
atm osphere o f a court o f law. M aybe he was of good heart; maybe his feelings 
w ere kindly and  sincere; m aybe his innerm ost longings w ere fo r a peaceful 
solution to th e  country 's  problem s. B ut a t m om ents o f crisis— as in time of 
w ar— who is going to stop to probe , analyse and reveal the m ental state o f 
o thers? T hose who have no t show n them selves as opponents of the old order,
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have— willy-nilly— acquiesced in and  subm itted to the old order and  its ruling 
politicians. So it has been in the C ongo. So it will surely be in South A frica, 
unless we ac t to  prevent it. T his is w hat we are up against.

Som e w hite South A fricans have learn t this a t least from  the h istory  of 
recent years an d  have left fo r E ngland, fo r A ustra lia  o r C anada before the 
storm . Especially in recent m onths, fam ilies have packed up and  left. T heirs is 
the w ay o f  despair. T hey  regard th e ir country as a  lost cause; o r perhaps only 
the w hite m an 's fu tu re  in it as a lost cause. But w hat o f the rest o f us? D o 
we still believe we can live ou t o u r lives here, raise children to  call this country 
hom e, and  give them  a fu tu re? If  so how ?

THE PHILOSOPHY OF FORCE

T here are  m any of us who think we will hold on by force. W henever there 
is debate on the m erits o f getting out while one still can, there is bo ld  talk o f 
“ M aking  a stand!” , o f “ F ighting it o u t!” N ow here is this policy m o re  clearly 
seen than  in the statem ents and  actions o f the m ost extrem e N ationalists . A t the 
height of the em ergency situation in A pril, N a tionalist cab inet m inisters follow ed 
the p ath  of p reparing  for w ar— letting loose m artial law on the co u n try  and 
sim ultaneously declaring tha t— com e hell o r high water— no  concessions would 
be m ade to  A frican  protests or grievances. T he m om entary  glim m erings o f  sanity 
from  Sauer, prom ising a ‘new deal’ fo r urban  A fricans, w ere im m ediately 
slapped back by the diehard line o f V erw oerd and the p a rty  m ajority.

A nd now, im m ediately af te r the State o f Em ergency, the governm ent pre
pares fo r civil w ar; a new sem i-civilian m ilitary  force is being prepared  fo r use 
in internal arm ed conflict only! F rom  the term s of its announcem ent it is clear 
tha t m em bers of the Red Cross an d  the N oodhiilpliga, o f th e  Skie t C om m andoes 
and  the p rison  staff will not be enrolled; they are already regarded as p a r t o f 
the m ilitary m achine fo r the ‘shooting-it-ou t’ process which is being prepared . 
T his m entality  h as  been called both the ‘laager’ and the ‘bunker’ m entality . 
C orrectly  so. It is the m entality  o f a beleagured garrison, su rrounded and o u t
num bered, incapable of any ac tion  fo r its own salvation, so ban k ru p t of 
leadership and  ideas th a t it can do no m ore than fight, back to  back  in ever 
narrow ing  rings, until the w hole fortress is reduced to ashes, its las t defenders 
perished and its last bullet spent.

D o we really w ant to  live like this— o r ra th e r to survive like this if we can? 
We like to  think th a t there is som ething unique, special and new  ab o u t our 
s itua tion ; we dram atise ou r position, an  outnum bered  w hite com m unity w ith a 
foo tho ld  on the extrem e toe of a continent. But, in fact, there is no thing unique 
ab o u t it n o r is the idea of ‘shooting it ou t’ new and original. It has been tried, 
and is still being tried, a t the o ther end of our own continent, in a coun try  no t 
un like ours, w ith ten  million inhabitan ts, one in eight o f whom is w hite. T h a t 
country  is A lgeria.

A  W A R N IN G  TO WAR-MAKERS

In A lgeria , whites .controlled the adm inistration , they dom inated its econom y; 
they owned tw o th irds of the land , including m ost o f the fe rtile  and  arab le 
portions; they owned the banks, the base metal m ines, th e  oil refineries and
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alm ost all the industrial p lan ts; they draw  strength from  F rench  m ilitary  
garrisons, F rench industrial resources and F rench capital. By contrast, the 
non-w hite population— A lgerians— w ere largely peasants, poverty stricken and  
illiterate, wage labourers, petty  traders and street haw kers—’backw ard even by 
ou r standards. Y et fo r us in South A frica, A lgeria is a signal lesson. Its develop
m ent in recent years tolls a knell fo r those w ho talk o f ‘shooting it ou t’.

At first—fo r m any years— non-w hite Algeria cam paigned by peaceful 
political m eans, by parliam entary  m eans to  redress their grievances and to w in  
equality. T hey  achieved little w orth recording; the blank  refusal which meets 
A frican claim s here, m et theirs. B ut there too  the winds o f change swept u p  
ferm ent. By 1954. a po in t o f crisis had been reached; w hite au thority  w ould 
m ake no concessions. W hat it held, it held by force. In 1954—six years ago— 
non-w hite A lgeria m oved to redress its grievances too by force. T here was no1 
d ram atic declara tion  of w ar; you read no banner headlines in your daily papers. 
A  few isolated attacks by ill-arm ed A lgerian guerillas against a few  isolated 
police posts; tha t was the start. Im perceptibly it has grow n to a full fledged 
w ar. On the A lgerian side, those first irregular bands have grow n to an arm y 
o f over 100,000 m en. organised, disciplined, and ab le to  dissolve into the 
country’s w orking popu lation  and reappear again at will. On the F rench side, 
the few police garrisons have grow n to  a m assive arm y, o f not less th a n  
600,000, draw n no t only from  the local white popu lation , but conscripted from  
F rance itself. Six years o f war. And still the end is no t in sight. 300,000 dead , 
brow n and  w hite, m ark  the passage o f those years. 125,000 m ore in concentra tion  
cam ps; the local econom y has ground to  a standstill; a  deep financial cri?i? 
casts a  blight no t only over u rban  A lgeria but even over the m etropolitan  base 
o f F rance itself. T here are no front lines; bom bs are throw n in crow ded city  
stores; m achine guns spray crow ded city streets from  a speeding car window; 
every civilian is in the fro n t line of a w ar which has reached a m ilitary stale
m ate, and from  w hich there will be no m ilitary victory fo r e ither side.

T o this long w ar o f bloody attrition  there can be only one end. T h e  'rebels', 
once isolated in the hills, arc now encircled by friendly supporting  states, w ho 
assist w ith arm s, supplies and m oral support. T he ‘rebel’ representatives ab road  
have com e to  be a  governm ent in exile, representing the broadest sections o f 
the A lgerian people, and already recognised by nineteen o ther states as the 
legitim ate governm ent o f A lgeria. T o this there can be only  one end; F ran ce— 
and the w hite settlers will, ultim ately, give way; either gracefully  now , o r m ore 
painfu lly  later. T hey  have tried ‘shooting-it-ou t’; an d  the course of these six 
years proclaim  that they have failed— and suffered grievously in their failing.

T his is experience we South A fricans need to face. W e are no longer in 
the happy days of E m pire building, w here a Dr. Jam eson with a few score rifles 
could tam e and conquer colonial peoples living in the age of the assegai and 
o f tribalism . T he year is 1960. N eithe r ‘know how ’ n o r arm am ents are  th e  
m onopoly o f whites. W e can p repare to  ‘shoot it o u t’; but shooting , in the 
m odern w orld, is a tw o way process. W e white South A fricans have had  notice 
from  the world outside: we can expect neither m ilitary n o r econom ic aid from  
anyw here to  sustain us in civil w ar as France has sustained white Algerians. 
Only the lunatic m inorities of vicious reaction, like Oswald M oseley and  the 
British U nion o f Fascists are on o u r side. We have had  notice served on us by 
ou r A frican  population ; the wheels of our industry and com m erce can be 
brought to a standstill, suddenly and effectively, by a stoppage o f A frican labour.

12



W e have had nolice served on us by the newly independent states of A frica; all 
the aid in their pow er will be given to bring abou t the dow nfall o f white 
suprem acists w ho hold  their pow er only by force o f arm s. It is tim e fo r us to 
face the facts. If ‘shooting it o u t’ is the only path  that o u r superior, white 
political ability shows us fo r the fu tu re— we have no fu tu re here. N o t  one 
which is w orth contem plating, anyw ay. Yet this is exactly the path  along which 
the N a tionalist governm ent is leading, and the fu tu re for which it now prepares.

NO COMFORT HERE

It is too easy in situations like this to llee from  reason, to think with the 
blood instead of the brain, it  is too easy to  repeat—as tub  thum ping  politicians 
repeat so m onotonously a t every S tryddag— 'This is o u r fatherland! W e have 
now here else to  go w here we can be a t  hom e.’ T ru e . T ru e  bu t irre levant to 
th e  issue. It is too  easy to assure ourselves that, afte r a ll, th ree m illion people 
cannot be m oved ou t of this country, from  reasons o f sheer bulk o r inertia . It 
will be difficult, true; painful, true. Rut not im possible. T here is p recedent for 
o u r dilem m a.

T here is the case o f the Sudeten G erm ans, who th roughou t the N azi 
regime, form ed a part o f the settled, indigenous population  of Czechoslovakia. 
But in th e  end, there was no alternative. G uilty  or innocent, justly or unjustly , 
they had to go so tha t life in Czechoslovakia could be w orth living fo r  the 
C zech m ajority . It would be ridiculous to suggest tha t every Sudeten G erm an 
had com m itted crim es against the Czech people. T hey  had  not. But as a 
com m unity, they had— either by acts or <by silence in the facc o f those a c ts -  
so em bittered the Czechs, and draw n to them selves such a racial ha tred , th a t 
it was no longer possible fo r both com m unities to  live side by side. G uilty  and 
innocent together were forced to go— w hether they w anted to o r not, w hether 
their fa the rs and th e ir forefa thers had m ade their fa therland in Czechoslovakia 
o r no t. T here are  m om ents in history when consideration o f justice and  tolerance 
give way to  the necessity to root o u t a canker which poisons the whole socieiy 
It can happen to us too, o f this let there be no doubt. By our actions we will 
be judged; and in the not too d istan t future.

Even now , even am ongst those who perceive the stark reality  o f our 
situation* there is still unfounded optim ism . T here is a belief, widely held, tha t 
w ithout th e  white population, this country’s industrial and econom ic operation 
would g ra te to a standstill, that adm inistrative chaos and breakdow n w ould be 
inevitable; and that, within a sh o rt space of tim e A fricans would p lead , hum bly, 
fo r o u r re turn  to  put the house in order. It is an old illusion o f a governing 
aristocracy. T he sam e was said of Egypt, when the Suez canal was nationalised 
afte r 50 years of A nglo-French adm inistration. But the facts have proved o th e r
wise; the despised backw ard Egyptians run the C anal and develop it w ithout 
undue trouble.

But now  Suez is fo rgotten ; the hopeful proponents o f this theory  look  to 
w hat is happening in the C ongo, and predict even greater chaos and  d isorder 
here because o u r econom y is m ore developed and com plex. Perhaps they  will 
b e  proved right. But on m atters of such g ravity  there is no room  fo r illusions. 
M any, m any A fricans— sober, clear-t'ninking, responsible people am ongst them —  
are prepared, if necessary, to  face econom ic chaos, if tha t is the only way. T hey
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are prepared  if needs be to  tighten their belts in the. face of econom ic dislocation, 
ra th e r than su rrender their claim s fo r a new  way of life, and  fo r equality  in all 
Helds o f life. Poverty, unem ploym ent— these are  no t new  experiences fo r 
A fricans. R egre ttab le yes; to  be avoided if possible, certainly. But if necessary 
to  be faced, fo r how ever long it m ay be, w hile m atters are  put right, an d  the 
wheels set running again un d er helm sm en of their own choosing. If  one seeks 
m oral lessons from  the C ongo, this is it.

T h ere  is no room  fo r unfounded optim ism  abou t o u r fu tu re  in this country. 
W e are  on the edge o f a crisis, which m ay burst w ith explosive v iolence a t any 
m om ent. A  ferm ent o f p ro test, of clam our fo r change and  of assertion o f their 
rights as hum an beings has grow n up  am ongst the A frican popu lation . Every 
oppressive m easure o f the N a tionalist governm ent, every new attem p t to  beat 
them  back to  tribalism , every police cam paign o f terroriza tion  serves only  to 
fan the flames o f  ferm ent higher. W hat is now a t stake is no longer just the 
peacefulness and  docility o f South A frican daily life. W hat is now  a t  stake is 
the fu tu re  o f the w hite com m unity in South  Africa.

IN  OUR O W N  HANDS
T hus fa r, it has seemed, South A frica m ight be different fro m  A lgeria , o r 

K enya o r the C ongo. T here has been, as yet, no  A frican terrorist m ovem ent 
against the whites; there have been, so fa r, only ra re  and  isolated cases o f race 
violence on a m ass scale; there has been, so fa r, no strong p opu lar m ovem ent 
to  throw  the w hite population  out o f the country. F o r this happy  situa tion , the 
white com m unity as a w hole can claim  no credit; still less can any  South A frican 
governm ent, past o r present. T h e  debt which South A fricans owe fo r this happy 
position— which m akes the past tw enty years here so different from  those of 
K enya, A lgeria, N yasaland or the C ongo—is payable to  two groups o f South 
A fricans. In the first place it is pavaible to  th a t  sm all g roup  of white South 
A fricans w ho have the courage and the vision to  cam paign publicly  fo r full 
equal rights and opportunities fo r all racial groups in the coun try . T hey  have 
sw um  against the m ain stream  of w hite South A frican racialism ; they have been 
taun ted , persecuted, harried  and  im prisoned fo r their daring; but they have 
succeeded thus f a r  in one thing: they  have m ade thinking A fricans conscious of 
the fact th a t the white com m unity  is no t a hom ogeneous w hole o f solid reaction 
and  racialism ; tha t the white com m unity here has in it good people and  bad, 
people w ho could fit in to  the new  South A frica of the Freedom  C h arte r and 
people who cannot o r will n o t; tha t therefore th e  struggle to win that new  South 
A frica is not a struggle against w hite people as white people, but against the 
system o f  w hite suprem acy and  autocracy, a  non-racial struggle in which white 
people can and do join with black fo r the com m on good o f all.

But m ore im portan t is the second group to w hom  tribu te is payable. T h at 
group is the group o f leaders of the A frican  people them selves, and above all 
the A frican  N a tiona l C ongress, w ho have fought am ongst their own people fo r 
their beliefs tha t the new South  A frica m ust be a  m ulti-racial South A frica, a 
South A frica w here white dom ination  o f blacks is not reversed into black 
dom ination  of whites, but changed into a s tate  o f equal rights fo r all racial 
groups, living side by side in peace and fratern ity . T heirs has no t been  an  easy 
course. C onditions o f life fo r the non-w hite people breed b itte rness and  resent
m ent; m idnight police raids; incessant pass arrests, indignities of apartheid
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legislation, acts o f bru tality . N a turally , w here the state , its parliam ent, its 
voters, its police force and its forem en and overseers are  white, th a t bitterness 
comes to be directed against the white population . N a tu rally , w here undisguised 
racialism  is used to preserve all those conditions, w here calls are m ade to  ‘keep 
South A frica w hite’, b itterness against conditions turns easily into anti-w hite 
racialism .

It is in this position tha t th e  A N C  leaders and m em bers have revealed their 
real qualities, their statesm anship and their p rincip led  fa ith . W hile politicians 
o f the m ain w hite parties have relied on racialism  an d  racial passions fo r their 
stock-in-trade, the A N C  leadership has relied on its dem ocratic convictions and 
its principles. F o r years it has fought to convince the A frican people, that, 
despite present appearances, black and w hite could  live together in peace in a 
dem ocratic country ; it has fought to convince its people that the answ er to 
white racialism  and reaction is a m ulti-racial state w here a ll g roups have equal 
rights; it has fought fo r its belief th a t white South A fricans are no t the enem y; 
the enem y is the system o f white suprem acy. It has cam paigned fo r and  fought 
o u t its battle along lines of peaceful, non-violent po litical action. It has not 
been an easy task. T he A N C  and  its policy have been assailed from  every side. 
T he politicians of the m ain white parties have attacked  them  a i  subversive, and, 
in M arch of this year, conspired together to  procla im  th e  A N C  an  outlaw  
organisation. T he racialists o f the non-w hite people have a ttacked  them  fo r 
their principles, called them  traito rs to the cause o f Africa.

But th e  A N C  has never w avered in its beliefs, o r its w illingness to  fight for 
them . T hus fa r  they have fought successfully. T heir policy, thus fa r. has 
prevailed am ongst thinking A fricans; their aim  o f a m ulti-racial society has 
becom e the aim  of the articu la te and the conscious A fricans. W hile white 
politicians have sought to  cling to pow er by inciting anti-A frican racialism , the 
A N C  has fought the real battle  fo r the fu ture— the b attle  to  convince the 
A frican m ajo rity  tha t a way can and  m ust be found w here white and black can 
live together, peaceably, as citizens in m utual self-respect. W hile white political 
leadership has brough t the w hite m inority  to  a pitch w here it can see no 
salvation  save in racial civil w ar, the A N C  leadership has reasoned, debated, 
fought with and convinced the A frican m ajority  that the fu tu re  lies in a m ulti
racial society granting equal rights to  all.

W e while South A fricans have developed a com placent belief th a t w hat has 
h appened  in K enya, and in the C ongo cannot happen here. P erhaps not. But let 
us be in no doubt ab o u t it; if it does no t happen  here it will be because the 
A N C  h as stood  as the shield o f the fu ture . In  the con tinuation  and strength of 
its policy and au thority  am ongst the A frican people lies th e  guarantee not only 
th a t black m en will find their place in the South A frican sun, bu t also th a t 
there is any. fu tu re here a t  all fo r white men. T h e  Freedom  C harte r, which the 
A N C  fathered , starts off with the proclam ation:

THE FREEDOM CHARTER
We, the People o f South Africa, declare for all our country 

and the world to know: 
that South Africa belongs to all who live in it. black and white, and that no 
government can justly claim authority unless it is based on the will o f all 
the people;
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that our people have been robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and peace 
by a form o f government founded on injustice and inequality; 
that our country will never be prosperous or free until all our people live in 
brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and opportunities;
that only a democratic state, based on the will o f all the people, can secure to 
all their birthright without distincion o f colour, race, sex or belief;
And therefore, we, the people o f  South Africa, black and white together— equals, 
countrymen and brothers—adopt this Freedom Charter. And we pledge ourselves 
to strive together, sparing neither strength nor courage, until he democratic 
changes here set out have been won.

(For the Freedom Charter in full see page 18)
In  the fulfilm ent o f this declaration lies the only hope o f white South  Africans. 
F o r its fu lfilm ent, the Congress Alliance has been built, and cam paigns am ongst 
all racial groups of S ou th  Africans.

N E W  CURRENTS
It w ould be nice fo r us to im agine th a t the battle is thus won, that the 

A N C  has fought fo r us and won out. But it w ould no t be true. T h u s fa r  the 
A N C  has won ou t am ongst the A frican population . But a t the time o f the 
em ergency in M arch, suddenly fo r the first time a new organisation sprung into 
prom inence— the Pan A fricanist Congress. PA C  is fa irly  new , a  p roduct o f the 
las t eighteen m onths. It is an A frican  coun ter to white racialist politics. It 
challenges the m ulti-racial concept o f  the A N C  and the Freedom  C h arte r with 
the slogan: A frica fo r the Africans..

South A frican life aids PA C’s appeal to non-w hite racial passions. An 
A frican  is assaulted by a white policem an, A frican women are told by a white 
governm ent to  carry  passes, A frican farm  labourers are beaten by a  white 
fa rm er or forem an, an A frican  advocate is refused a perm it to  p ractice in town 
by a white C ity  C ouncil, a  w hole A frican tribe is deported  from  its hom eplace 
by order o f a white G ro u p  A reas B oard— the list is endless. South  A frican daily 
life shows the A frican in a thousand different w ays tha t white au tho rity  is the 
persecutor and the tyrant.

THE DECISION IS OURS
Racial thinking is our particu lar contribu tion  to A frican  attitudes. Our 

political parties have been built and conquered  state pow er w ith th e  easy racialists 
appeal to indiscrim inate passion against the ‘black danger’. O ur  votes, in their 
thousands, have been cast in response to the unthinking racial appeals o f U nited  
P arty  and  N a tiona lis t alike. Only the m inority , the tiny handfu l o f whites here 
an d  there, have draw n the fine distinction between black people an d  black 
racialism ; only  the m inority  have joined in o r  vo ted  fo r the parties whose appeal 
is no t to  o u r blood but to o u r thinking, the L iberal and Progressive P arties. C an  
it be expected th a t A fricans will be different, m ore ra tiona l, m ore m ature in their 
political attitudes?

R acial tension is m ounting a t an  alarm ing  pace. T o  the world outside, the 
p rospects o f im m inent clash are clear and  frightening. B ut here, w e South 
A fricans have to  seek the tru th  through a  sm okescreen o f race prejudices, 
o f m isleading political slogans ab o u t ‘unity’ and  confusing m anoeuvres around 
Banfustans. national hom es, ‘o ur republic’. It is now  time fo r us to look  reality
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in the face before it is too late.
W e can no longer delude ourselves tha t Bantustans will be accepted by 

A fricans in lieu o f dem ocratic partic ipa tion  in the governm ent.
We can no longer carry  on in our racialism  w ithout reaping the whirlwind 

o f  counter-racialism  against us.

COURAGE AGAINST THE CRISIS

It is time fo r white men and wom en to  ac t with courage fo r their own 
fu tu re in this country. T here is no  choice o f paths. Only one way is open to 
us— and we m ust take it or be engulfed. W e m ust speak out fo r  a m ulti-racial 
South A frica, fo r citizenship rights fo r all South A fricans, for a new South 
A frican  constitution with all its racial d iscrim ination abolished. N ow , while 
there is still a m om ent of time! It is still possible for us to  show  to A fricans 
tha t we too are determ ined to live in peace here in ou r coun try  and  theirs. O ur 
ac tions Qan still be timely enough to sway the thinking and the articu la te  and 
the peace-loving A fricans tha t there is room  here fo r white m en and black. It 
is still possible to drive hom e the practical lesson that the enem y is no t the 
w hite com m unity as a  w hole, but the tenacious clinging to  white suprem acy, 
baasskap, privilege and  dom ination.

T he keynote is courage. F o r such a  path  is not easy in South A frica, nor 
com fortab le. T he G overnm ent, hell-bent on shooting  it ou t in the atm osphere 
o f the laager, comes down heavily on every m an and  wom an who breaks their 
step . O pponents who speak and clam our and organise for race equality  are 
detained w ithout trial, harried , banned from  gatherings, refused passports, raided, 
charged  with treason. It takes courage to  face such a prospect.

But fo r those white South A fricans who call this country  hom e, fo r those 
Who really love this country, not as a  slab of soil but as a living place fo r 
people, fo r those who w an t to  live here, bring up children, spend ou t their days 
in peace, this is the price which needs to be paid. It is a sm all price, reckoned 
against the fearful cost o f the dark night o f civil w ar into w hich th e  G overnm en t 
leads us. It is the price we m ust pay fo r ou r own fu ture . So be it. M en and 
wom en of courage will not shrink back  now , a t  the 11th h o u r of crisis.

In their hands, in their deeds hangs the fu tu re  o f us all.

THE FREEDOM CHARTER

T H E PEOPLE SHALL G O VER N!

Every m an and woman shall have the right to vote fo r and to stand as a 
cand idate  fo r all bodies which m ake laws;

AH people shall be entitled to take p a r t in the adm inistration  o f the country; 
T he rights o f the people shall bo the sam e, regardless of race, co lo u r or

sex;
All bodies of m inority  rule, advisory boards, councils and au thorities shall 

be replaced by dem ocratic organs o f self-governm ent.

ALL N A T IO N A L GRO UPS SHA LL HAVE EQU AL RIGHTS!

T here shall be equal status in the bodies of state , in the courts and in the 
schoo ls fo r a ll national groups and races;

All people shall have equal right to use their own languages, and to  develop
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their ow n folk cu ltu re and custom s;
All national groups shall be pro tec ted  by law against insults to their race 

and national pride;
T he preaching and p ractice of national, race o r co lour discrim ination and 

con tem pt shall be a  punishable crime;
All apartheid  laws and practices shall be set aside.

T H E  P E O P L E  SH A L L  S H A R E  IN  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’S W EA LTH !

T he national w ealth o f o u r country, the heritage of all South A fricans, shall 
be restored to  the people;

T he m ineral wealth beneath the soil, the Banks and m onopoly industry 
shall be transferred  to  th e  ow nership of the people as a whole;

A ll o ther industry arid trade shall be controlled to assist the well-being of 
the people;

All people shall have equal rights to  trade w here they choose, to m anufacture 
and  to en ter all trades, crafts and professions.

T H E  L A N D  SH A L L  BF. S H A R E D  A M O N G  TH O SE W H O  W O RK  IT!

Restrictions o f land ow nership on a  racial basis shall be ended, and all the 
land redivided am ongst those w ho work it, to banish fam ine and land hunger;

The state shall help the peasants with im plem ents, seed, trac tors and  dam s 
to  save the soil and assist the tillers;

F reedom  of m ovem ent shall be guaranteed  to all w ho w ork  o n  th e  land;
All shall have the right to occupy land w herever they choose;
People shall not be robbed o f their cattle , and forced labour and farm  

prisons shall be abolished.

A LL S H A L L  BE EQ U A L B E FO R E  T H E  LAW !

N o one shall be im prisoned, deported or restricted w ithout a fa ir trial;
N o  one shall be condem ned by the order o f any G overnm ent official;
T he courts shall b e  representative of all the people;
Im prisonm ent shall be only fo r serious crim es against the people, and shall 

a im  a t re-education, no t vengeance;
T he police force and arm y shall be open  to all on an equal basis and shall 

be the helpers and p ro tec tors o f the people;
All laws which discrim inate on grounds o f race, co lour o r belief shall be 

repealed.

A L L  S H A L L  E N JO Y  E Q U A L  H U M A N  R IG H T S!

T he law shall guarantee to all th e ir righ t to speak, to organise, to  meet 
together, to publish, to preach, to w orship and to educate their children;

T he privacy  of the house from  police raids shall be pro tec ted  by law;
All shall be free  to travel w ithout restriction from  countryside to  town, 

from  province to province, and  from  South A frica ab ro ad ;
Pass Laws, perm its an d  all o ther laws restricting these freedom s shall be 

abolished.

T H E R E  SH A L L  BE W O RK  A N D  SECU RITY !

All w ho work shall be free to  form  trad e  unions, to  elect their officers and 
to m ake wage agreem ents w ith their em ployers;

T he s tate  shall recognise the righ t and du ty  o f all to work, and to draw  
fu ll unem ploym ent benefits;

M en and  women of all races shall receive equal pay  fo r equal w ork;
T here shall be a fo rty -hour w orking week, a national m inim um  wage, paid 

annua l leave, and sick leave fo r all w orkers, and  m atern ity  leave on  full pay  
fo r all w orking  m others;

M iners, dom estic workers, farm  w orkers and civil servants shall have the 
sam e rights as all o thers w ho w ork;

C hild labour, com pound labour, the tot system and  contract lab o u r shall 
be abolished.
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THE DOORS OF LEA RNING  A N D  OF C U LTURE SHALL BE OPENED!

T he governm ent shall discover, develop and encourage national ta len t fo r 
the enhancem ent o f our cu ltura l life;

All ihe cu ltura l treasures o f m ankind shall be open  to  all. by free exchange 
o f books, ideas and  contact with o ther lands;

T h e  aim  of education shall be to teach the youth  to love their people and 
their culture, to honour hum an bro therhood, liberty  and peace;

E ducation  shall be free, com pulsory, universal and  equal fo r all children;
H igher education and  technical training shall be opened to all by m eans o f 

s ta te  allow ances and scholarships aw arded on the basis of m erit;
A dult illiteracy shall be ended by a m ass s tate  education plan;
T eachers shall have a ll the rights o f o ther citizens;
The colour bar in cultural life, in spo rt and in education shall be abolished. 

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY A N D  COMFORT!

All people shall have the right to  live w here they choose, to be decently 
housed, and to  bring up  their fam ilies in com fort and  security;

U nused housing space to be m ade availab le to the people;
Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no one shall go hungry;
A  preventive health  scheme shall be run  by the state;
F ree medical care and hospitalisation shall be provided fo r a ll, w ith special 

care fo r m others and  young children;
Slums shall be dem olished, and new  suburbs built where all have transport, 

roads, lighting, playing fields, creches and social centres;
T he aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick shall be cared fo r by 

the state;
Rest, leisure and recreation shall be the righ t of all;
Fenced locations and  ghettoes shall be abolished, and laws which break up 

families shall be repealed.

THERE SHALL BE PEACE A N D  FRIENDSHIP!

South A frica shall be a fully independent state , which respects the rights 
and  sovereignty of all nations;

South A frica shall strive to m aintain world peace and the settlem ent o f all 
in ternational disputes by negotiation— not w ar;

Peace and  friendship am ongst all o u r people shall be secured by upholding 
the equal rights, opportunities and status o f all;

T he people o f the protectorates— Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland 
shall be free to decide fo r them selves their ow n future;

The right of all the peoples of A frica to independence and self-governm ent 
shall be recognised, and shall be the basis of close co-operation.
Lei all who love their people and their country now say. a> wc say here:

“THESE FREEDO M S WE WILL FIG H T FOR. SIDE BY SIDE, TH R O U H - 
O UT OUR LIVES, UNTIL W E HAVE W ON O UR LIBERTY.”

Adopted a t the Congress o f the People. Kliptown Smith Africn, on 20th Ju n e , 1935.
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