
Section 67 (3) of the Defence Act 

states that

‘The registering officer shall as far as may be 
practicable allot any person who to his know­
ledge bona fide belongs and adheres to a recog­
nised religious denomination by the tenets 
whereof its members may not participate in war, 
to a unit where such a person will be able to ren­
der service in the defence of the Republic in a 
noncombatant capacity.’

Section 67 (3) as interpreted by the Department 
of Defence answers three questions about con­
scientious objection in South Africa:

— what kind of conscientious objection is 
LEG A L?

— what kind of conscientious objection is 
IL L E G A L?

— WHO is allowed to become a conscientious 
noncombatant?



WHAT KIND OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 
IS LEG A L?

South African law allows someone whose religious 
beliefs do not permit him to submit to combat 
training and service in the Defence Force to be­
come a conscientious noncombatant.

A conscientious noncombatant is prepared to do 
his National Service in the Defence Force — but 
only if he is exempted from having to carry a gun 
and from having to learn how to use it.

— Some conscientious noncombatants are prepared 
to serve in any noncombat unit or in any non­
combat capacity.

— Some conscientious noncombatants are prepared 
to serve only in noncombat units recognised by 
the Geneva Conventions on War.

WHAT KIND OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 
IS IL L E G A L?

South African law DOES NOT allow someone

— to refuse to be conscripted for National Service.

— to refuse to do his National Service in the De­
fence Force.



WHO is allowed to become a conscientious non- 
combatant?
Anyone who has bona fide religious convictions 
which do not permit him to submit to combat 
training and service in the Defence Force may 
apply for permission to be recognised as a con­
scientious noncombatant. Sincere applicants are 
seldom refused.

HOW does one obtain permission to be recog­
nised as a conscientious noncombatant?

— Ask your Priest or your Bishop to request 
your unit commander or the Chaplain-General 
of the Defence Force to have you recognised 
as a conscientious noncombatant.

— If you are prepared to serve in any noncom­
bat unit or in any noncombat capacity, then 
apply to your unit commander for permis­
sion to serve in a noncombat capacity.

— If you are prepared to serve only in noncom­
bat units recognised by the Geneva Conven­
tions, then apply to your unit commander 
AND to the Chaplain-General of the Defence 
Force to be transferred to the South African 
Medical Corps. The Chaplain-General’s ad-

, dress is:

Private Bag X479, Pretoria, 0001.



This is one in a series of pamphlets on 
Peace and War.

I .  What is Conscientious Objection?

*  2. Does South African Law Allow Conscien­
tious Objection?

3. What Does the Department of Defence 
Believe About Conscientious Objection?

4. Is it Illegal to Refuse to do National Ser­
vice?

5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­
jection?

6. What do Anglicans Believe About Con­
scientious Objection and War?

7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and 
War.

8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious 
Non-combatants?

9. In Defence of Conscientious Non-Com­
batants.

10. Are Some Wars Just?

I I .  Romans 13 and Conscientious Disobe­
dience.

12. How to Counsel a Conscientious Objec­
tor.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.
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EV ERYO N E MUST DO HIS NATIONAL S E R ­
V IC E WITHIN TH E FRAM EW ORK C R EA TED  

BY TH E D EFEN CE FO RCE.

Therefore

* it is IL L E G A L  to refuse to be conscripted for 
National Service.

* it is IL L E G A L  to refuse to do one’s National 
Service in the Defence Force.

But

it is NOT illegal to apply for permission

* to be exempted from combat training and ser­
vice in the Defence Force.

* to be allowed to do one’s National Service in 
a noncombat unit or in a noncombat capacity.

* to be allotted to the South African Medical 
Corps which is recognised as a noncombat 
unit by the Geneva Conventions on War.



N ATION AL S ER V IC E  IS MORE THAN 
M IL IT A R Y  S ER V IC E

‘ In the implementation of section 67 (3) of the 
Defence Act, the following policy has been for­
mulated. Namely:

(a) Conscientious objectors are allotted to non­
combat units.

(b) They are trained without weapons.’

From a statement by the Minister of Defence in the 
House of Assembly on 28 August 1970. Hansard, 
column 2851.

‘We have introduced a system of national ser­
vice; it is not only military service — it is more 
than military service. A national serviceman can 
do his service in a hospital; he can do it in the 
administration department. He can do it as a 
medical orderly — he can do it as a person who 
is being trained to perform fire-fighting services.’

From a statement by the Minister of Defence in the 

House o f Assembly on 24 May 1972. Hansard, columns 

7971 and 7972.



YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF 
ONE OF TH E H ISTO RIC  PEACE CHURCHES 
(such as the Society of Friends) BEFO R E YOU 
CAN BE GRANTED PERMISSION TO BE R E­
COGNISED AS A CONSCIENTIOUS NON-COM­
BATAN T _____

But

YOU DO HAVE TO H AVE BONA F ID E  R E L I­
GIOUS OBJECTIONS TO BEING TRA IN ED  AS A 
COMBATANT OR TO SERV IN G  IN A COMBAT 
UNIT.

On 13 September 1974 the Minister of Defence 
was asked how many applications for permission 
to be recognised as conscientious non-combatants 
had been refused in 1973. He told the House of 
Assembly that it is his Department’s policy that all 
applications under section 67 (3) of the Defence 
Act, 1957, are acceded to.

Hansard, Questions and Replies, column 449.

H

A CONSCIENTIOUS NON-COMBATANT WHO 
HAS BONA FID E RELIG IO U S CONVICTIONS 
WHICH DO NOT ALLOW HIM TO S ER V E  IN A 
UNIT WHICH IS NOT RECOGNISED AS A NON­
COMBAT UNIT BY TH E G EN EV A  CONVEN­
TIONS ON WAR MAY APPLY  FOR PERM IS­
SION TO BE A LLO TTED  TO TH E SOUTH A F R I­
CAN M EDICAL CORPS.



‘We have introduced a system of national ser­
vice; it is not only military service — it is more 
than military service. A national serviceman can 
do his service in a hospital — ... he can do it as a 
medical orderly.’

From a statement by the Minister of Defence in the 
House of Assembly on 24 May 1972. Hansard, columns 
7971 and 7972.

A CONSCIENTIOUS NON-COMBATANT WHO 
HAS BONA F ID E RELIG IO U S CONVICTIONS 
WHICH DO NOT ALLOW  HIM TO SER V E  IN 
A COMBAT UNIT OF TH E D EFEN CE FORCE 
MAY A PPLY  FOR PERMISSION TO SER V E 
IN A NONCOMBAT U N ITO R  IN A NONCOM­
BAT C A PA C ITY . S IN CERE APPLICAN TS A R E 
SELDOM REFU SED .

‘As soon as you report for national service apply 
to your unit commander for permission to serve 
in a noncombatant capacity.’

From the section on Conscientious Objection in the 
pamphlet, YOUR NATIONAL SER V IC E  EXPLAINED, 
the SADF, Private BagX281, Pretoria, 0001.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.



This is one in a series of pamphlets on 
Peace and War.

1. What is Conscientious Objection?

2. Does South African Law Allow Conscien­
tious Objection?

•  3. What Does the Department of Defence 
Believe About Conscientious Objection?

4. Is it Illegal to Refuse to do National Ser­
vice?

5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­
jection?

6. What do Anglicans Believe About Con­
scientious Objection?

7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and 
War.

8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious 
Non-combatants?

9. In Defence of Conscientious Non-Com- 
batants.

10. Are Some Wars Just?

11. Romans 13 and Conscientious Disobe­
dience.

12. How to Counsel a Conscientious Objec­
tor.
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SECTION 126A 

of the 

D EFEN CE ACT 

M AKES 

IT

IL L E G A L

* to fail to report for one’s National Service.

* to report for one’s National Service and then 
to refuse to serve or to submit to training in 
the Defence Force.

* to refuse to do one’s National Service in the 
Defence Force.

The Publishing Department of the Church of the Province of 
South Africa, P 0  Box 31792, Braamfontein, 2017; 1979. Copy­
right Reserved.



SECTION 126A OF TH E D EFEN CE ACT

(1) Any person liable to render service in terms of section 22 or 44 who without good reason

(a) when called up, fails to report for such service; or
(b) having reported for service, fails to render military service or to undergo military training 

shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Any person charged with a contravention of subsection (1) —

(a) who at his trial proves that he bona fide belongs and adheres to a recognised religious denomination 
by the tenets whereof its members may not participate in war, shall upon conviction be liable —

(i) if he failed to report for service of twelve months or longer or, having reported for service, 
failed to render military service or to undergo military training, to be sentenced to detention 
for a period of TH IR TY -S IX  months; or

(ii) if he failed to report for service of less than twelve months or, having reported for service, 
failed to render military service or to undergo military training, to be sentenced to detention 
for a period of E IG H TEEN  months:

Provided that a person who is serving or has served detention referred to in this paragraph, may not 
again be charged with a contravention of this subsection.

(b) shall in any other case be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding TWO THOUSAND rand or to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding TWO Y EA R S  or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Suc*v

(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any law, courts martial shall have jurisdiction to 
impose the sentences provided for in subsection (2)(a).

(4) If in any prosecution for a contravention of subsection (1) it is proved that the accused failed to report 
for the service referred to therein or, having reported for service, failed to render military service or to 
undergo military training, it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that his said failure was 
without good reason.



TH E D EFEN CE ACT

allows someone who has bona fide religious con­
victions which do not allow him to submit to 
combat training and service to apply for per­
mission to be recognised as a conscientious non- 
combatant within the Defence Force. Sincere 
applicants are seldom refused.

FOR FU R TH ER  READING

Pamphlets on Peace and War, especially numbers 
2 and 3:

* Does South African law allow conscientious 
objection?

* What does the Department of Defence believe 
about conscientious objection?

Your Priest and your Bishop have copies of 
these pamphlets.

FO R FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.



This is one in a series of pamphlets on 
Peace and War.

1. What is Conscientious Objection?

2. Does South African Law Allow Conscien­
tious Objection?

3. What Does the Department of Defence 
Believe about Conscientious Objection?

#  4. Is it Illegal to Refuse to do National Ser­
vice?

5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­
jection?

6. What do Anglicans Believe About Con­
scientious Objection and War?

7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and 
War.

8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious 
Non-combatants?

9. In Defence of Conscientious Non-Com- 
batants.

10. Are Some Wars Just?

11. Romans 13 and Conscientious Disobe­
dience.

12. How to Counsel a Conscientious Objec­
tor.
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Section 121(c) 

of the 

D EFEN CE ACT 

M AKES 

IT

IL L E G A L

to say or to do 

ANYTHING 

with the intention 

of causing people

* to refuse to be conscripted for National Ser­
vice.

* to refuse to do their National Service in the 
Defence Force.



SECTION 121(c) OF TH E D EFEN CE ACT

Any person who

* uses any language

or

* does any act or thing

with
intent

to recommend, to encourage, aid, incite, instigate, suggest to or otherwise cause any other person

to refuse or fail to render any such service to which such other person is liable or may become liable 
in terms of this^ct

SH A LL BE G U ILT Y  OF AN O FFEN CE

and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding F IV E  THOUSAND rand or to imprisonment for a 
period not exceeding SIX  Y E A R S  or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or to your Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 4019, Durban, 4000.



IT  IS NOT IL L E G A L

— to discuss
— to study

what

— the law
— the Bible
— the Church

teach about conscientious objection and war.

IT  IS IL L E G A L

to do anything which 
tries to persuade 

people

* to refuse to be conscripted for National Ser­
vice.

* to refuse to do their National Service in the 
Defence Force.



Section 121(c) 

of the 

D EFEN CE ACT 

DOES 

NOT 

PR EV EN T 

YOU

* from discussing what the law, the Bible and 
the Church teach about conscientious objec­
tion and war.

* from advising someone whose religious con­
victions do not allow him to submit to com­
bat training to apply for permission to do his 
National Service as a conscientious noncom­
batant with the Defence Force.

FOR FU R TH ER  READIN G

Pamphlets on Peace and War.

This is one in a series of pamphlets, copies of 
which are available from your Priest or Bishop.
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1

E V E R Y  IN D IV ID U AL MUST M AKE HIS OWN
CONSCIENTIOUS DECISION ABOUT NATIO­
NAL SER V IC E

BUT

before he decides

* he must do his best to establish the facts 
about his National Service.

* he must do his best to understand the law 
that governs conscientious objection in South 
Africa.

* he must do his best to understand what the 
Bible and the Church teach about conscien­
tious objection and war.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.



TH E SOUTH AFRICAN  BISHOP’S STATEM EN T ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

April 1977

In this matter of conscientious objection we defend the right of every individual to follow his own conscience, 
the right therefore to conscientious objection on the grounds of universal pacifism and on the grounds that 
he seriously believes war to be unjust. In this, as in every other matter, the individual is obliged to make a 
moral judgement in terms of the facts at his disposal after trying to ascertain these facts to the best of his 
ability. While we recognise that the conscientious objector will have to suffer the consequences of his own 
decision and the penalties imposed by the State, we uphold his right to do this and we urge the State to make 
provision for alternative forms of nonmilitary service as is done in other countries of the world.

TH E LAM BETH CO NFERENCE OF 1968 RESO LVED

that war as a method of settling international disputes is incompatible with the teaching and example of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

that it is the concern of the Church (a) to uphold and extend the right of conscientious objection and
(b) to oppose persistently the claim that total war or the use of weapons however ruthless or indiscrimi­
nate can be justified by results.



A R T IC L E  37 OF TH E 39 A R T IC LE S  DE­
C LA R ES  TH AT

Christian men may wear weapons and serve in
lawful wars (justa bella), if they are required to
do so by the law of the land.

The Church believes that a war is just only if

* it has been declared by a lawful authority.

* it is for a just cause.

* there is no other way of settling the dispute.

* it is fought with weapons which do not des­
troy the lives of innocents and noncomba­
tants.

* there is a reasonable hope that the good 
achieved will be greater than the evil com­
bated.



FOR FU R TH ER  READING

* Roland H Bainton, Christian Attitudes To­
wards War and Peace, Abingdon Press, 1960.

* Jonathan Glover, Causing Death and Saving 
Lives, Penguin, 1977.

* Ralph B Potter, War and Moral Discourse, 
John Knox Press, 1970.

* The Lambeth Conference Reports (1930, 
1948, 1958, and 1978) contain many excel­
lent observations about war, peace and con­
scientious objection.

Pamphlets on Peace and War
This is one in a series of pamphlets:

1. What is Conscientious Objection?

2. Does South African Law Allow Conscien­
tious Objection?

3. What Does the Department of Defence
Believe About Conscientious Objection?

4. Is it Illegal to Refuse to do National Ser­
vice?

5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­
jection?

•  6. What do Anglicans Believe About Con­
scientious Objection and War?

7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and
War.

8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious
Objectors?

9. In Defence of Conscientious Non-Com-
Batants.

10. Are Some Wars Just?

11. Romans 13 and Conscientious Disobe­
dience.

12. How to Counsel a Conscientious Objec­
tor.
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WAR AND V IO LEN C E

A Resolution by the 1978 Lambeth Conference

1. Affirming again the statement of the Lambeth Conferences of 1930 (resolution 25), 1948, and 
1968 that ‘war as a method of settling international disputes is incompatible with the teaching and 
example of Our Lord Jesus Christ’, the Conference expresses its deep grief at the great suffering 
being endured in many parts of the world because of violence and oppression. We further declare 
that the use of the modern technology of war is the most striking example of corporate sin and the 
prostitution of God’s gifts.

2. We recognise that violence has many faces. There are some countries where the prevailing social 
order is so brutal, exploiting the poor for the sake of the privileged and trampling on people’s 
human rights, that it must be termed ‘violent’. There are others where a social order that appears 
relatively benevolent nevertheless exacts a high price in human misery from some sections of the 
population. There is the use of armed force by governments, employed or held in threat against 
other nations or even against their own citizens. There is the worldwide misdirection of scarce 
resources to armaments rather than human need. There is the military action of victims of oppres­
sion who despair in achieving social justice by any other means. There is the mindless violence that 
erupts in some countries with what seems to be increasing frequency, to say nothing of organised 
crime and terrorism, and the resorting to violence as a form of entertainment on films and tele­
vision.

3. Jesus, through his death and resurrection, has already won the victory over all evil. He made evi­
dent that self-giving love, obedience to the way of the Cross, is the way to reconciliation in all re­
lationships and conflicts. Therefore the use of violence is ultimately contradictory to the Gospel. 
Yet we acknowledge that Christians in the past have differed in their understanding of limits to 
the rightful use of force in human affairs, and that questions of national relationships and social 
justice are often complex ones. But in the face of the mounting incidence of violence today and 
its acceptance as a normal element in human affairs, we condemn the subjection, intimidation, and 
manipulation of people by the use of violence and the threat of violence and call Christian people 
everywhere:

(a) to re-examine as a matter of urgency their own attitude towards, and their complicity with, 
violence in its many forms;

(b) to take with the utmost seriousness the questions which the teaching of Jesus places against 
violence in human relationships and the use of armed force by those who would follow him, 
and the example of redemptive love which the Cross holds before all people;

(c) to engage themselves in non-violent action for justice and peace and to support others so en­
gaged, recognising that such action will be controversial and may be personally very costly;

(d) to commit themselves to informed, disciplined prayer not only for all victims of violence, 
especially for those who suffer for their obedience to the Man of the Cross, but also for those 
who inflict violence on others;

(e) to protest in whatever way possible at the escalation of the sale of armaments of war by the 
producing nations to the developing and dependent nations, and to support with every effort 
all international proposals and conferences designed to place limitations on, or arrange reduc­
tions in, the armaments of war of the nations of the world.



PAM PHLETS ON PEACE AND WAR

This is one in a series of pamphlets on 
Peace and War.

1. What is Conscientious Objection?

2. Does South African Law Allow Conscien­
tious Objection?

3. What Does the Department of Defence 
Believe About Conscientious Objection?

4. Is it Illegal to Refuse to do National Ser­
vice?

5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­
jection?

6. What do Anglicans Believe About Con­
scientious Objection and War?

•  7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and 
War.

8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious 
Non-combatants?

9. In Defence of Conscientious Non-Com­
batants.

10. Are Some Wars Just?

11. Romans 13 and Conscientious Disobe­
dience.

12. How to Counsel a Conscientious Objec­
tor.



FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.
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A CONSCIENTIOUS NONCOMBATANT

is

prepared to do his National Service in the De­
fence Force -  but only if he is exempted from 
having to carry a gun and from having to learn 
how to use it.

* Some conscientious noncombatants are pre­
pared to serve in any noncombatant unit or 
in any noncombat capacity.

* Some conscientious noncombatants are pre­
pared to serve only in units that are recog­
nised as noncombatant units by the Geneva 
Conventions on War. And so they are pre­
pared to do their National Service only in the 
Medical Corps or in the Chaplains’ Corps.



SOME CH RISTIAN S A R E  CONSCIENTIOUS NONCOMBATANTS BECAUSE

* TH E B IB L E  AND TH E CHURCH’S L ITU R G Y  ENCOURAGE THEM TO FOLLOW C H R IST ’S EXAM PLE.

Whoever claims to be dwelling in him, binds himself to live as Christ himself lived. (1 John 2.5—6)

Grant that as we await the coming of Christ our Saviour in the glory and triumph of his kingdom, we may 
daily grow into his likeness . . . (Liturgy 1975, the First Eucharistic Prayer)

* ANYONE WHO T R IE S  TO FOLLOW C H R IST ’S EXAM PLE MUST T R Y  TO H EA L PEOPLE -  HE MUST 
N O T T R Y T O  K IL L  OR TO IN JU RE THEM.

Christ spent a great deal of his time healing people.

Healing people and waging war on them are about as different as any two activities can ever be.

Why are conscientious noncombatants not pacifists?

* John 2 .13-17 does not make it clear whether 
or not Christ used his whip of cords on the 
money-changers. But when he cleansed the 
Temple he did not kill people or try to injure 
them in any of the violent ways in which war 
injures them.

* Conscientious noncombatants do not believe it 
is possible to persuade nations to reduce their 
armaments and to settle all their disputes by 
arbitration and without waging war. And they 
do not believe that this is possible because 
human beings are as sinful as Genesis 3.1—4.16 
and James 4.1—2 suggest that they are.



Why are conscientious noncombatants prepared 
to serve in the Medical Corps and in other non­
combat units?

* They know that it is impossible not to con­
tribute to the strength of their country’s de­
fence force while they pay taxes and make 
other, more or less direct, contributions to 
the strength of their country’s economy.

* They know that they share the blame for any 
war or internal unrest in which their country 
is involved. And so they believe that they 
ought not to try to divorce themselves from 
the anguish, the ambiguity and the suffering 
which war and internal unrest imposes upon 
everyone who lives in the same country as 
they do.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.



PAM PHLETS ON PEACE AND WAR 
This is one in a series of pamphlets.

1. What is Conscientious Objection?

2. Does South African Law Allow Conscien­
tious Objection?

3. What Does the Department of Defence 
Believe About Conscientious Objection?

4. Is it Illegal to Refuse to do National Ser­
vice?

5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­
jection?

6. What do Anglicans Believe About Con­
scientious Objection?

7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and 
War.

•  8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious 
Non-combatants?

9. In Defence of Conscientious Non-Com­
batants.

10. Are Some Wars Just?

11. Romans 13 and Conscientious Disobe­
dience.

12. How to Counsel a Conscientious Objec­
tor.
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1

A CONSCIENTIOUS NONCOMBATANT IS

prepared to do his National Service in the De­
fence Force — but only if he is exempted from 
having to carry a gun and from having to learn 
how to use it.

* Some conscientious noncombatants are pre­
pared to serve in any noncombat unit or in 
any noncombat capacity.

* Some conscientious noncombatants are pre­
pared to serve only in units that are recog­
nised as noncombat units by the Geneva Con­
ventions on War. And so they are prepared to 
do their National Service only in the Medical 
Corps or in the Chaplains’ Corps.



CONSCIENTIOUS NONCOMBATANTS A R E 
NOT COWARDS

because

* a conscientious noncombatant does not re­
fuse to enter a battlefield on which his coun­
try’s defence force is involved — he simply 
refuses to go there armed with a gun.

* a member of the medical corps and a mem­
ber of a combat unit run the same risks — 
both of them can be sent into a dangerous 
or a fatal situation on the battlefield.

* during the Nigerian Civil War 14 members of 
the Red Cross were killed while on duty.



CONSCIENTIOUS NONCOMBATANTS A RE 
NOT INCONSISTENT

because

* they are not pacifists — that is, they have not 
renounced all forms of coercion. They simply 
refuse to allow themselves to be trained to kill 
people.

* they are not convinced that an unarmed person 
who tries to defend himself or someone else 
causes as much violence or death as occurs in 
the combat zones of war.

CONSCIENTIOUS NONCOMBATANTS DO NOT 
SH IR K  TH E BURDEN AND DU TIES OF 

C ITIZEN SH IP

‘The Medical Corps is an important and essential 
division of the Defence Force. Not only does this 
corps play a vital role with regard to the health and 
physical preparedness of our men, but also with 
regard to the service it provides to the dependants, 
its welfare work and its role in regard to the 
wounded in wartime.’

/1  Vilonel, MP 

Hansard, 1976: columns 6243 and 6245.



FO R FU R TH ER  READING

* Roland H Bainton, Christian Attitudes To­
ward War and Peace, Abingdon Press, 1960.

* Jonathan Glover, Causing Death and Saving
Lives, Penguin Books, 1977.

* Ralph B Potter, War and Moral Discourse,
John Knox Press, 1970.

PAM PHLETS ON PEACE AND WAR
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1. What is Conscientious Objection?
2. Does South African Law Allow Conscien­

tious Objection?
3. What Does the Department of Defence 

Believe About Conscientious Objection?
4. Is it Illegal to Refuse to do National Ser­

vice?
5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­

jection?
6. What do Anglicans Believe About Con­

scientious Objection and War?
7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and 

War.
8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious 

Non-combatants?
*  9. In Defence of Conscientious Non-Com­

batants.
10. Are Some Wars Just?
11. Romans 13 and Conscientious Disobe­

dience.
12. How to Counsel a Conscientious Objec­

tor.



FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.
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WARS
JUST?



MANY ANGLICANS B E L IE V E

* that some wars are just.

* that war can sometimes achieve peace.

BUT O N LY IF 

TH E WAR F U L F IL L S  EACH OF 

TH E F IV E  CONDITIONS FOR 

A JU ST WAR

* the war must have been declared by a legi­
timate authority.

* the war must be for a just cause.

* the war must be undertaken as a last resort.

* the war must be waged by means which are 
just.

* the war must have a reasonable chance of 
being successful.



A LEG IT IM A TE  A U TH O R ITY

A just war serves the public good. And so the 
highest public authority must decide whether or 
not war must be waged.

A JUST CAUSE

A war is just only if it is waged 

■ * as a defence against aggression.

* as a defence against the suppression of basic 
human rights.

* to achieve a fair and just settlement of a con­
flict.

A LA ST  RESO RT

A war is just only if all other means of defending 
one’s cause or achieving a fair and just settle­
ment have failed.

BY JUST MEANS

A war is just only if

* it is fought with weapons which do not des­
troy the lives of innocents and noncombatants.

* it does not cause more death and destruction 
than is necessary to achieve the aim of the 
war.



A REASO N ABLE HOPE

A war is just only if

* there is a reasonable hope of victory.

* there is a reasonable hope that the good 
achieved will be greater than the evil com- 
batted.

WHO MUST D ECID E W HETHER OR NOT A
PA R TIC U LA R  WAR IS JUST?

Anglicans believe that every individual must make
his own conscientious decision.

BUT

before he decides

* he must do his best to establish the facts about 
the war and its causes.

* he must do his best to understand what the 
Bible and the Church teach about conscientious 
objection and war.

* he must do his best to understand the law that 
governs conscientious objection in South Africa.



FOR FU R TH ER  READING

* Roland H Bainton, Christian Attitudes To­
ward War and Peace, Abingdon Press, 1960.

* Ralph B Potter, War and Moral Discourse, 
John Knox Press, 1970.

* Paul Ramsey, War and the Christian Con­
science, Duke University Press, 1961.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 
4019, Durban, 4000.
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5. Is it Illegal to Discuss Conscientious Ob­
jection?
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scientious Objection and War?

7. An Anglican Statement on Violence and 
War.

8. Why Are Some Christians Conscientious 
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ROMANS 13 

AND

CONSCIENTIOUS

DISOBEDIENCE



E V ER Y  PERSON MUST SUBM IT TO TH E 
SUPREM E AU TH O R IT IES

Romans 13

Does Romans 13 mean that a Christian must 

always obey

* the law of the land?

* a legal command?

NO

A Christian must talk to other Christians and 

pray about

* Christ’s example.

* examples from the early Church.

* Paul’s other words to the Roman Christians.

before he obeys or disobeys a law which 

troubles his conscience.



C H R IS T ’S EXAM PLE

Our Lord Jesus Christ

* disobeyed his country’s sabbath legislation be­
cause it hindered his healing ministry.
(Mark 3.1—6 and John 5.1—18)

* cleansed the Temple because its commercial 
activities made it very difficult for Gentiles to 
worship God.

(Mark 11 .15-19 and John 2 .12-22 )

* refused to answer Herod’s questions.
(Luke 23 .6 -12 )

* refused to answer Pilate’s questions.
(John 19 .8-11 )

EXAM PLES FROM TH E L IF E  OF THE 
E A R L Y  CHURCH

* Peter refused to obey the Sanhedrin’s com­
mand to refrain from all public speaking and 
teaching in the name of Jesus.

‘We must obey God rather than men.’
(Acts 4 .1 -5 .42 )

* Paul refused to obey the magistrates at Phil- 
lipi because they had treated him unjustly. 
When he was told that he and Silas must leave 
the prison he was anything but obedient and 

submissive. (Acts 16.11—40)



PAUL B E L IE V E D  TH AT

* governments ought to work for the good of their 
citizens: they are God’s agents working for your 
good. (Romans 13.4)

* a government ought to be a ‘terror to crime’ but 
not to have ‘terrors for good behaviour’. 
(Romans 13.3)

* There is no authority but by act of God, and 
the existing authorities are instituted by him. 

(Romans 13.2)

TH ER EFO R E

* Paul did not believe that everything a govern­

ment does is right.

* Paul did not believe that all the laws a govern­

ment passes meet with God’s approval.



PAU L’S WORDS ABOUT OBED IENCE TO
ONE’S GOVERNM ENT MUST BE TAKEN  

SER IO U SLY

but

HIS O TH ER  COMMANDS TO TH E ROMAN
CHR IST IAN S ARE JUST AS IMPORTANT.

* Love cannot wrong a neighbour (Romans 
13 .8-10 and Luke 10.25-37)

* Do what is good. (Romans 13.3)

* Adapt yourselves no longer to the pattern of 
this present world, but let your minds be re­
made and your whole nature thus trans­
formed. (Romans 12.1—2)

A Christian must reflect on and pray about all 
these words and examples before he obeys or 
disobeys the law which troubles his conscience.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 

4019, Durban, 4000.
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The roles of the priest or counsellor 

working with the conscientious ob­

jector are several:

* to help him know what in fact his 

moral judgement is asking of him.

* to offer support in maintaining his 

sincere convictions.

* to be a ready resource of informa­

tion (or referral for information) 

on the practical options open to 

him.

Norman Brockman, S.M.



WHAT KIND OF CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTO R IS HE?

* A conscientious nonconscriptivist is opposed 
to all forms of conscripted National Service.

* A conscientious nonmilitarist is opposed to 
all military forms of National Service.

* A conscientious noncombatant is prepared to 
do his National Service in the Defence Force— 
but only if he is exempted from having to 
carry a gun and from having to learn how to 
use it.

DOES HE KNOW WHAT TH E LAW SAYS?

Section 126A of the Defence Act makes it 
illegal

* to refuse to be conscripted for National Ser­
vice.

* to refuse to do one’s National Service in the 
Defence Force.

Section 67 (3) of the Defence Act, as inter­
preted by the Department of Defence, allows 
anyone who has bona fide religious convictions 
which do not allow him to submit to combat 
training to apply for permission to be recog­
nised as a conscientious noncombatant. Sincere 
applicants are seldom refused.



WHY IS HE A CONSCIENTIOUS OBJ ECTOR?

Is it because of

* his political convictions?

* his application of the Church’s teaching about 
a just war to the South African situation?

* his understanding of what the Bible or the 
Church teaches about conscientious objection 
and war?

* the books he has read?

* The conversations he has had?

WHAT KIND OF HELP DOES HE NEED?

* Information about the law.

* Information about what the Bible and the 
Church teach about conscientious objection and 
war.

* A sympathetic clarification of his moral and spi­
ritual convictions.

* Moral support in the face of opposition from his 
family and friends.

* Your friendship.

* Your prayers.



FOR FU R TH ER  READ ING

* Norman Brockman, S.M., Counselling the 
Conscientious Objector, The Homeletic and 

Pastoral Review, Volume 71, 1971, pp. 7—13.

* Roland H Bainton, Christian Attitudes To­
ward War and Peace, Abingdon Press, 1960.

* Pamphlets on Peace and War, Published by 

the C .P .S .A ., listed on page 5.

* The Lambeth Conference Reports (1930, 
1948, 1958, 1968, and 1978) contain many 
excellent observations about war, peace and 

conscientious objection.

FOR FU R TH ER  INFORMATION

* Speak to your Priest or Bishop.

* Write to the Revd. James Moulder, P O Box 

4019, Durban, 4000.
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"To come to terms, one m ust understand what fear means: 

what it implies and what it rejects. It implies and 

rejects the same fact: a world where murder is legiti­

mate, and where human life is considered trifling.

This is the great political qu e s t i o n  of our times, and 

before dealing with other issues, one must take a 

position on it. Before anything ca n  be don 

questions must be put: "Do you or d o  you no 

d irectly or indirectly, w ant to be killed o 

assaulted? Do you or do yo u  not, d irectly 

or indirectly, want to kill or assault?"

All who say N O  to both these questions 

are automatically committed to a seri 

of c o nsequences which m u s t  modify 

their way of posing the problem.."

Albert Camus, N E I T H E R  V I C T I M  NOR 

EXECUTIONER



INTRODUCTION
THE ANTI-MILITARIST W EEK will coincide with the first anniversary 

of the landing of British troops at Port San Carlos in the Falk- 

lands on May 21st. Saturday, May 21st will also be a special day 

of action.

THE FALKLANDS W AR showed clearly governments' w i l l ingness and 

readiness to start a war; it showed how easy it is to 'slide' into 

armed conflict and how hard it is to get out of it; it also showed 

how easily information can be manipulated or suppressed and how 

attitudes can be 'shaped'.

THE MECHANISMS FO R  W A R  exist and are kept well-oiled, there are 

no similar mechanisms for peace. Wars and armed c onflicts are 
merely the bloody climax of 'peace time' war p r e parations and are 

the inevitable result of social structures based on competition 

and on the policies of those who rule our lives.

WARS DEVELOP A LIFT OF THEIR OW N  and their original causes, never 

very precise, tend to recede into the distance as new h i g h-sound- 

ing principles and justifications start to be manufactured. 

SIMILAR, though less visible, mechanisms operate to justify 'peace 

time' preparations for war. W i t hout enemies, after all, there 

can be no justification for armed forces and when c o m petition for 

resources does not create enemies they are simply 'manufactured'. 

In the 'West' the Soviet Union has been c o n sistently presented 

as the threat to peace, freedom, our way of life., and in the 

'East' the US is similarly depicted and feared. Threats can b e ­

come self-fulfilling, but it should be clear that they come 

largely from the leaders, governments and military of all sides.

KARS AND ARMED CON F L I C T  are not inevitable but are created by 

identifiable forces which are within the province of rational 

human c o n t r o l ; we need to identify these forces and create means 

of assuming control over them.

THE ANTI-MILITARIST W EEK is being arranged to focus a ttention on 

the issues behind the rhetoric of armament and disarmament and 

to help develop ways of actually begin n i n g  the disarmament process 

(the disposal of weapons and change of attitudes) HERE AND NOW. 

The week should, however, not be seen as an isolated event. For 

the Peace Pledge Union who initiated the week and for the many 

people around the country taking part in it, the week and the 

activities during it are only a small part of a whole range of 

educational and campaigning initiatives and work that goes on all 

the year round. The AMW is itself a part of the C A MPAIGN AGAINST 

MILITARISM which expands on the many areas that the week simply 

focuses on.

MILITARISM (any aspect of society which makes war and the e x i s ­

tence of armed forces acceptable) touches on all areas of our 

lives and campaigning against it needs to take place at many 

different levels. There is plenty for everyone to do though a c ­

tivity will vary a ccording to interest, talents, or whether you 

will be working on your own, with friends or as part of a peace 

group. Whatever your situation, we hope that you will, in some 

way, contribute to the week's activities.



WIDER CAMPAIGN

THE ANTI—MILITARIST W EEK is b est seen as a part of a wider ca m ­

paign.

Decide what you want to achieve during the week - publicity, 

involvement of more people in future campaigning, cancellation 

of some local military event, the launch of a local anti- 

militarist campaign e.g. b a n ning m i litary r e c r uiting from 

schools, banning armed forces from future local ceremonies 

etc. etc.

having decided your aim for the week, take care to prepare 

for it in the p receding weeks, involving people, pre - p u b l i c i t y  

etc. and for the follow-up if appropriate. H o w ever well- 

organised a particular event may b e , if no-one knows about 

it or understands what it was about some of the energy that 

had gone into it may have been wasted.

don't put overwhelming reliance on the media, begin to develop 

alternative ways of communication and make sure local 'peace 

newsletters' and 'alternative m a g a z i n e s’ know what you are 

planning.

SOME THEMES

There are a number of themes within the overall concept o f  o p p o s ­

ing militarism that you can take up in the course of c a m paigning 

and putting on activities during the week. Here is a short list 

of ideas:

ARMS INDUSTRIES AND ARMS SALES: find out and report what goes on 

in your town or area in this connection, publicise facts about 

your local arms manufacturers, consider what they could be p r o d u c ­

ing instead: ARMS T R A D E R S , geographical listing of arms m a n u f a c ­
turers, £1.50; THE BRITISH C O N N E C T I O N , wallchart showing countries 

to which British m anufacturers and govern m e n t  sell weapons, 30p. 

THINKING ABOUT A J O B ? , post e r  about m ilitary and milit a r y - r e l a t e d  

jobs, 2 0 p . TRADE UNION leaflets, 50p per 100.

IRELAND: publicise the inequity of all military involvements - 

the IRA sind UDA as much as the British Army. Draw atten t i o n  to 

the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), use of plastic bullets etc.

Report on PTA from NCCL, report of Amnesty International Mission 

to Northern Ireland from Amnesty. Make use of the PPU S tatement 

on N. I r e l a n d . Contact 'reconciliation' groups in N. Ireland and 

publicise their work (addresses available).

ANTI-NUCLEAR ZONES: if y our district or County Council has de­

clared itself a nuclear-free zone, find out how far it has imple­

mented this resolution. Encourage a more radical app r o a c h  to 

militarism, i.e. banning mil i t a r y  from civic ceremonies, r e c r u i t ­

ing drives e t c .

DE-MILITARISED ZONES: do the armed forces r e c ruit in local 

schools? Do the armed forces take p art in civil c e r emonies? Why 

not campaign to put an end to the military presence on our streets 
and in our schools.

HUNGER AND POVERTY: m i l i tarism and underdeve l o p m e n t  are closely 

related. All military expenditure deprives some people and this 

is particularly serious for people in the 'third world' who are 

already carrying an unfair burd e n  to make possible our s t andard 

cr living. WORLD MILITARY AND SOCIAL EXPENDITURE, £2.50.



First anniversary of British 
troops landing at Port San 

Carlos in the Falklands.

Vigils, sit in's, die in's, 

street theatre, leafleting etc 

at recruiting offices, war 

memorials, shopping centres, 

high streets in towns and 

villages around the country.

JOIN THE ACTION: plan some­

thing in your area and find 

out what others are doing.

INFORMATION to and from the 

Peace Pledge Union 6 Endsleigh 

Street London WC1.
Tel 01 387 5501
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ANTI MILITARISM WEEK poster 20p each, 10 for £1.00 

ANTI MILITARISM WEEK leaflets ('free')

ANTI MILITARISM WEEK special issue of THE PACIFIST lOcopies for £1.25 

Copies of this leaflet ('free'.)

MINI EXHIBITION (posters/wallcharts) £1.50 

ANTI RECRUITING leaflets (general) 60p/l00

THINKING ABOUT A JOB? (anti recruiting leaflets for young people)60p/100 

.STATEMENT ON MILITARISM ('free')

TOTAL

Towards cost of free «aterial 

25% towards postage

Please »ake cheques/Postal Oredr to the PPU TOTAL

NAME 6 ADDRESS

Please send me further information about the
♦PEACE PLEDGE UNION
♦CAMPAIGN AGAINST MILITARISM
♦PEACE EDUCATION PROJECT
♦UP TO DATE PUBLICATION/PUBLICITY LISTS



STALLS: set up a stall in y o u r  local market p l a c e /shopping centre/ 

bus station, at a local festival, carnival etc. etc., advertising 

the Campaign against Mi l i t a r i s m  and Anti-Militarist Week. Sell 

books and p amphlets on n o n v i o l e n c e , p o s t e r s , badges e t c . Have 

a plentiful supply of leaflets. Join forces w ith wholefood or 

arts and crafts stalls or other groups. (Publication lists etc. 
from P P U . )

EXHIBITIONS: ask y our local library to take an exhibition about 

militarism and disarmament. A selection of posters and wallcharts 

which make up a mi n i - e x h i b i t i o n  is available. Or you could make 

your own to include details of local military 'hot spots' (see 

LOCAL SURVEY below), including army bases, recruiting offices, 

TA halls, mil i t a r y  statues etc. etc. Perhaps a sympathetic church 

will host an exhibition, or a school or college. Make a small 

exhibition and ask if y our local b u ilding society branch will put 

it in its win d o w  (they of t e n  d i splay advertisements for military 

events). Or go it alone and put up an exhibition in y our town 
shopping centre.

LOCAL SURVEYS: find out about the m ilitary in your area; it's 

amazing (or not?) how m uch there is when yo u  actually stop and 

look. A phone b ook and local map are good places to start (though 

many m ilitary installations are being removed from O rdnance Survey 

maps and r eplaced by ple a s a n t  streams - on the maps only, of 

course). Make a map o f  y our area and include local armaments, 

or armaments components, manufacturers, war memorials an d  other 

military statuary, displays of regimental flags in churches, cadet 

forces (in or out of school), communications centres, ’holes in 

the g r o u n d ', food d u m p s ; if there is a u n i v ersity or polytechnic 

in your area, find out h ow much of its research is funded by the

O P INION POLL: arrange an o p i nion poll - sample q u estionnaire is 

available from the PPU and this can be adapted to suit your area 

or partic u l a r  ca m p a i g n  focus. This can be combined with leaflet- 

ting or p u b l i c i s i n g  some future event. (Pre-publicity for the 
A M W ? )

PUBLICITY: let as many people k n o w  what you are doing as possible; 

this is the point of the whole e x e r c i s e ! Write to the press re­

minding them that it is the first a n n iversary of the landing of 

British troops in the F alklands and h ow n o thing has been solved 

by this. Tell local radio about the week; they may well be p re­

pared to interview you. Ask church, ecology, Third World, UNA, 

WDC and women's groups if they would like a speaker on militarism 

and pacifism (the office can help you get a speaker if there is 
no-one in y our group confident enough to do this).

NONVIOLENT ACTION: what's the next step in r i d ding your area of 

militarism? L e a f letting at a local base and mil i t a r y  installation 

could lead to symbolic demonstrations. At some p o i n t  direct ac­

tion may be necessary. N o n v iolent training sessions to help build 
confidence in readiness for action ma y  be worthwhile,. The PPU 
can put you in touch with trainers.



conscniPTion craw
The role of the Church



Conscription crisis
— The role of the Church

In this difficult and challenging time in 
South Africa, pehaps one of the most 
difficult situations confronting young white 
men is the question of compulsory military 
service in the SADF. Many young conscripts 
are faced with a crisis of conscience as 
they appear to have no choice in this 
matter. As Christians within the E.C.C. we 
see the need for the Church to be actively 
involved in helping to resolve this crisis.

What does the law say about 
objectors to military service?

The 1983 Defence Amendment Act makes 
provision for the recognition of bona fide 
religious pacifists, whose credentials are 
tested by the Board for Religious Objection 
which was set up by the Act. The Board, 
chaired by a judge, includes theologians 
and military personnel. Applicants can apply 
for non-combatant service within the SADF, 
or, if they totally reject the idea of serving in 
“ any armed force” , the Board can refer 
them to the Department of Manpower for 
non-military service in a government 
department or local authority, for a 
maximum period of six years (i.e. one and a 
half times as much as the total military 
commitment required from national 
servicemen).

What's wrong with this system?
The existing law fails to accommodate 
conscientious objectors who are not 
religious pacifists. Many Christians who are

not pacifists are unwilling to serve in the 
SADF, on the grounds that they will be 
defending the apartheid system either on 
the borders or in the townships, and that 
this is in conflict with their religious 
convictions. Other young men have genuine 
moral objections to war, although they have 
no religious affiliations. The Board for 
Religious Objection cannot cater for these 
people at all.

The provisions for community service are 
too narrow, and we believe that other 
alternatives should be allowed, such as 
nursing and teaching in non-government 
institutions, church-supervised youth or rural 
development work, non-professional work 
for registered welfare organisations, and 
many more.



What can we do as Christians?
Most major denominations have passed 
important resolutions about the 
shortcomings of the present system, 
including the composition and terms of 
reference of the Board for Religious 
Objection. Individual Christians or study 
groups can begin by studying these 
resolutions and encouraging action at local 
church level; for without the involvement of 
local congregations, such resolutions are 
worthless and soon forgotten.

Church youth groups and confirmation 
classes provide an ideal opportunity for 
discussing the issues of violence and 
military conscription and the role of the 
SADF. These are vital issues for young 
Christians, and perhaps we in the churches 
have been shirking our responsibility to offer 
young people the opportunity to work out 
their own position about military service, in 
the light of a Christian conscience.

Local congregations or parishes can press 
their denominational leaders to make it a 
priority to work for a change in the law to 
rectify the current inadequacies.

You may wish to become actively involved 
in the E.C.C. in your region.

Let’s be honest. Conscription is an issue 
that affects us all, and one that is becoming 
increasingly painful in the face of the 
polarisation of our society. The End 
Conscription Campaign is eager to work 
with the churches to help them implement 
these suggestions.

Contact:

We call for an end 
to conscription 

We call for a just peace 
in our land

Issued by: E.C.C. Churches’ Subgroup
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