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on the 13th of August Col.Festanley, Colonial Secretary in
the Salisbury Conservatimé;aovernment'which had succeeded Gladsto-
ne Liberal Ministry in ofiice sent a dispatch to Sir Charles Warren
withdrawing his military force from Bechuanaland, to be substituted
by a force of mounted police, while at the same time "acknowledging

the zeal and ability with which he had discharged his important
duties, and conveying the high appreciation of Her Majesty's

Government.

aAfter a triumphant progeess through the cities and larger

towns of the Cape Colony, Charles JarrensailedfromCapeTows on

o

Kimberley, Cradock, Grahamstown, and Port Elizabeth &t which he

was haifed with thunddrous acclamation of joy, and feted in a succe-

ssion of public receptions, banquets torchlight processions, add
Chontles Wavion

inundated with congratulations and addresses,A§£ sailed from Cape

Town amidst uniorgetiable scenes of enthusiastic and cyclonic

FRiEE AND
applause on the 24th of September, C/MPZE X///(”/\?DHLEMS S

since March{l8sd) 8ir Charles Warren ‘hada been urglng updE“EHE

British Goveinment the necessity of speedily instituting a commiss-
ion to effect land settlement in the ré&cently disturbed territery
of Bechuanaland, and the suggestion had been welcomed by the Secre-

tary of State.

In August, therefore steps were taken to form a land Commission

to inquire into the validity of land titles in Stellaland and

Bechuanaland, to investigate the many claims of Buropesns to land
in African Bechuang)’territories, to define, allocate and beacan

cff sufficient lands for the present and futare requirements of

the Bechuana for their towns, grazing their stock as well as for

agricultural purposes, and to make all such lands for the Bachumana
inalienablee.

The Land Commission  under the presidency of Sir Sidney

Shippard commenced its duties soon after the departure of Sir
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Charles Warren for ZEngland. It sat Mafikeng from the 15th of

January to the 10th of February 1886, then at Yryburg from the
15th to the 20th of Fevbruary, and at Taung from the 1lst till Che
2lst of llarch, and then finally agaln
XIxh XixX xh= Risx BX Xuy. at afikeng from the 1st
till the 1llth till the 21st of May.

When the Commission commenced its work, there were already

many Burépeans squatters in close proximity to the eastern outskirts

of the Barolong town a matter which fell within the Commissions

terms of reference, But before the item came up for considerations
8ir Hercules Robimson visited Mafikeng on xReNovember (1885) and

gave his approval to the planting of the European township within

& mile o{ the Barolong village.

A fort had been established by Warren on the north-eastern

side and clode to the Barolong town, and possibly, this fact influe=-

nced the High Commissioner, and afterwards the Land Commission in

degéiding to permit the planting of the European township later

Mafeking <
known as Maf€keng, so close to the African village of Mafikeng,

a step that was opposed by the chief Montshiwa, who wanted the
Buropean township to be built at Réoigrond- 10 miles to the east
of his town. He was supported in his protests by his missioneries
the Revs, Robert Appelbe, and Qwen Watkins, Superintendent of
Wesleyan iissions in the Transvaal.

Receiving no satisfacfton Montshiwa addressed (10th May) his
protest to the Secretary of State, mentioning in his letter the
demoralisation that would ensue among his people by reason of the
canteens, and the carrying on of the police with Bechuana women,
as well as the losses toAtribe as a result of the way the police
horses were let lo®se on Barolong cornfields. Sir Hercules Rbbin=
son was in London at the time and, probably by an error of judgment
on Ris part, 1he Secretary oftstate was yojyewener made to believe
that the Zuropean township was tzg miles away from Montshiwa's

town, and no steps were takendfo eorreel’ The Lrrof,
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Another matter referred to the Land Commission was the

granting of freehold or individual titles to ground occupied

and improved by some of liontshiwa's people. Unfortunately,

the High Commissioner in referring this question to the Land Com-
mission prejudged it by informing them that he was "personally
unfavourable & to allowing natives to hold land on individual
tenurey (Ce49<49.2) a pronouncement worthy to have been

from the minutes of the Transvaal Lamd Laws relating to Natiwes,
Agregably to this dictum, Administrator Shippard refused to grant
or recognise any individual title to land,however mueh improved,
and so, unchmpaged and primitive has land.occupancy remained Ein
Becliuanaland during 76 years of change, progress and evolutian

of the Bechuana in keeping with changing econémic conditions.

The Land Commission recommended that "Native Reserves"

belong to natives, that they be made inalienable and be distinect

from goverament or Grown Lands from which Africans can be removed
at the pleasure of the Government,

60.a

That the so-called Native Reserves were made inalienable is

ofcourse no answer or reason why within that block of territery
individual titles should not have been available for Africans

desiring them. It is often imagined that Native Reserves are

lgnds set apart, or grants made and guaranteed in perpetuity fo

tribes, or in other words, permanent appropriation of lands for
vopulation

the use and occupation of the native Sawerxmert, so that such gra=-

nt shalll be placed beyond recall by -Government or people.y fn

actual fact, however, a Native Reserve as consitotuted only means

that the State reserves land for blacks, and undertakes, for the
time being, not to make grants in the delimited area, and not to

allow Europeans to purchase farms in it. Legally, the land does

not cease to belong to the State. It continues to be Govermment

land unless and until, or except @mn&e—pacts—e£—%%/$n—which)h

individual titles are acquired by grant or purchase from the

state. If this is right, then it follows that the security of
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tentire by Africans in their reserves is @himerical, that it Bas

always been imaginary inasmuch as it has always been understood
’r

by implication that the Government, through its parliag¥ment,® or

by proclamation can disposses them of their reserve, and resume

it, ostensibly for public purposes with the consent of both houses
Parliarment

of Parliammatit, but in practice at the discretion of the Governor
General which means the Department or Minister in charge of
"Native Affairs."

It is interesting to note thataéfg;ggggghilus Sheps tone
“Diplomatic Agent to the Native Tribes,fAFather of the Natives
and of Navive rolicy, while professing to Tavour the granting
of individual tenure to Africans yet circumscribed it with such
onerous}conditiizs as almost to make it impossible, so that x it

can confidentlyﬁsaid he virtually denied it to them,

That tenuous security has, in latter years been further wate=-

WNW

er%\down, or even @nulled by recent Acis of Parliament, such as
the Natives Land Act (1913), Native Administration Act (1927},
Natives Land and Trust ActyNatives' Urban Areas Act (1923), Bwnd
Natives' Resettlement Act (1958) among others, singly or collecti-
velye

Not,individual ownership of landed préperty confers and
inspires pride and dignity. It is a motive force of industry,
progeess and responsibility. I%iis an agency of civilisatian.

Denial of it has opposite effectsjand prohlems like afforestation

and land conservation are made more difficul{?kriba::;eserves
by its deniale.

Recognising the overwhelming advantages of individual tenure,
however, the Commission recommended that "this should be steadily
kept in view by the Government, with fhe distinet object of taking

advantage of every favouriag opportunity=- at the request of the

People or from other encouraging circumstances=- to establish
that system, so that at the earliest practicable period, the natiw

¥# custom should be superseded by the better system of holdimg

under individual right and seperate title-deed." (C.4889: 12)
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Finally the Land Commission recommended that the €hiefs

ontshiwa and Mankurwane should each receive a pension of 5@
£3@0 per annum from the revenues of the country in considergtion
of revenues they might have lost by their countries bgcoming BEFEXL
British protectarates, In the case of Montshiwa they added a
rider that they took into account the establishment of a Ed¥ppean
township so close to his town, and the necessity of appropriating
some land for theAtown commonage IWeepean, and last but not Reast
"the unwavering loyalty and devotion of the chief }Montshiwa for
many years to the British , Crown.?

At the end of the work of the Land Commission Sir Hercules

Robinson reported (August 1336) to the Barl of Granville,-
Secretary of ~tate (1866) that the land reserved for the Barolong
of Montshiwa was 36%0 acres per head and compared more than £avou=-
rably with the extent reserved for Alricans elsewhere in south
Africa. Without a sHrvey of the country or a census of them
population, that figure is simply a guess and may or may not be
near the fruwh . It was surely given with the full knowledge
that the statement was not amenable to the ordinary methods of
verification. Lt is a useless figure.

Since the 30th of lMarch, all Bechuanaland, from the northern
border of Grigual-nd on the S@uth to the 22nd paralled of South
Latigude on the north was known as the Bechuanaland Protectorate.
»BPT: In the 1885 session of the Cape Parliarment, there was
further debate on Bechuanalande Annexation to the Cape Colany
was urged by a few, but strenuously opposed by the majority as
liable to bring collision with the Transvaal Goverament, also

because the Cape was not strong enough to maintain ﬁipce andm

order there, and finally because the inhabitants of Bechuanaland

themselves~ the chiefs as well as the people = had several times

unanimously expressed their wish to remain directly under the
Imperial Government., (HofmeyrsJ JH.Hofmeyr e 272).
Now when the motion for Xke annexation was defeated, the

High Commissioner divided the large expanse of country into
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north and south by the Ramatlabama tributary of the Molopo River.
On the 30th of September, the southern portion was proclaimed
British soil and constituted into a Crown Colony as British

o S
Bechuanaland, while the noethern portion retained its c n as

Bechuanaland Protectorate.

1887 Matebeleland Intrigue [//AF'/'E/?)G'T" FEpee FuL Tenerra Tiow

loaTs Between the years 18s7 and 1394 there was feverish activity

among the Buropeans- the British and the Duteh of South Africa-

to extend their influence northward beyond Bechuanaland Protecbora=-

te, The great rivals at empire buildggzi Rhodes and Kruger were
dreamimg dreams and seeing visions of ezgending their respectiwe
territories northwardsx and annexing African lands.

Kruger had every reason %o look northward. He had tried to
get hold of the land of MMontshiwa and Mankurwane which the Tramsva=-
al, not withouf reason regarded as their rightful legacy by virtue
of Hendrik Potgieter's conquest of the  usurping Mzilikazi.

The London Convention had however definitely wrenched them from his
graspd. Now owing to the ambiti;:rof Rhodes, those countries . had
been constituted into the Crown Colony of Sritish Bechuanaland.
Again by article 1V of the London Convention, the Transvaal was
debarred from extending its frontiers either te the east

brthoul” Bl yel~
(Swaziland) or to the west (Bechuanalandbﬁsanction, (anﬁﬂsome people
still argued that the Suzerainty was abolished). The south was
not mentioned, because that was the Qrange Free 3;:::2. The north
was also not mentioned. It was African the territory of MatehBele~
land, and therefore legitimate territopy to rape, Kruger therefo=-

re turned his eyes northwards and in 1887, entered into a defensive

and offensive alliance with Lobengula, king of the Matebele. The

treaty was negotiated by Piet @robler, and when Rhodes keard about
it from Ralph Williams, the British Agent in Pretoria (B.wWwilliams:

r
Cecil Rhodes p. 117) he was greatly pertugbed because he was

himself schemimg to form just such alliance with Lobengula, with
¥ lewr

the ultimateAto annexation exactly like Xruger. Rhodes immediately
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insgpanned his pliant tools - High Commissioner Robinson and
Assistant Commissioner Sidney whipoard to neautralise piet Grobler's

diplomacy and treatye. The Rev John Smith Moffat, son of the
veneraole missionary Dr Robert Moffat, trusted friend of Lobengula's

father - Mzilkazi)was selected and agreed to do the sordid job of

cajolry and deceit, and he succeeded beyond his sanguine hopes in

getting Lobengula to put his mark (February 1888) on a paper purpo-

rting to be one thingya letiter, but which turned outx to be =zé

something else - a treaty.

“ !
Mofrat asked me to enter into a treaty, which I refused.
Moffat thereupon said that I must at all events answer that I refu-

- &

4
8ed it. ! Then he read a letter to me in which I acqu%nned the High

Commissioner that I did not wish to enter into any treaty." These
are the/words of Lobengula, and this is the letter he signed which
bul”
was in fact the treatly itselwaithlits preface and 1ts 'whereadds:
wrilloud bewFmn  fuf- on llie ol o
_Amd/ﬁq,giving prominence to the hateful word'treaty'A&aisaa,N&ﬁd empRasis
: j

being put on Lobengula agreeing not to correspond or bind himsdf

Or cede or sell his country or any part of it to any foreign State

or power. (Green J.s3% Rhodes goes North) p. 69). Moffat represen-

ted to Lobengula that Grobler's treaty was a fraud. But in e€fect

the Moffat Treatytéoes not differ materially oP in purpose from
al 3 : :

Groblerts. It i%/equally fraudulent.

In the nature of things all treaties between civilised n;zions
and primitive tribes, at the intance of the former are ineguitable
and must be regarded as fraudulent because the civilised treaty
hunter knows perfectly well thét the illiterate can never underst-
and the true impprt of the terms used, nor the value of the lands
or assets negotiated upone.

Moffat had no sooner sucgeeded in thus inveigling Lobengula xkizz

tha® he gleefully rubbed his hand§and excitetly wired té his master
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Athe ominous words =

"The days of the llatebele are numbered" which showvthe depth
and deliberateness of the treachery. To him, Lobengula could
also appropriately héve addressed the rebuke he later administered
to the Rev Charles jielm, who later advised and witnessed Lobemgula
's concession to Rhodes and Ruddﬁ]. “yYou cal1l yourself a man 6f
@od, but you are no better than a trader" and he might have added
UTraitork.

Matters now moved quickly and in July 1888 while Grobaer was
proceeding from Bulawayo tp Pretoria he was stopped by Khams's
emissary = Mokhutshwane = as he traversed a strip of land between
ehashe and Liotloutse (iacloutsie, rivers, claimed at the same time
by Lobengula and EKhama, The Transvaal naturally suspected thaét
this was at the instigation of Rhodes and his henchmen Shippard

and ioffat. There was a fracas and Crobler was shot in the leg

and died of xp=m sepsis in the wound a fortnight after. With

i :
Groovler dead the 4iransvaal pebesswls treaty of deiensive and offen=-
Slve alliance/aniﬁﬁge death of both, the Mofrfat- Lobengula treaty
with flourished unopposed. It was in the(Same \_self/month

partner
(duly 1885) that C.D.Rudd, a partmerof Rhodes obpained an exclasive

concession of all mining rights in latebeleland from Bébengula
in return for a consideration of a pension of £100 per month,
RNV Martini-ﬁenry oreech=loading rifles, and a commeusurate supyly
(100,000 rounds) of amuunition and an armed steamer to ply the

Zambesi - a very questionable transaction which leﬂ:in Rhodes for
much adverse criticism both in Jouth Africa and in Buglande.

In April 1889, the indomitable Rhodes made proposals to and
received permision from the British government for the formatdon
of a company to develop Bechuanaland Protectorate ana Mateoveledaud
by extending the railway and telegraph systems northward, encpuraz-

ing imanigration and colonisation, promoting trade and commerce,
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developing and working mineral concessions in the regions immediat-
ely to the norih of tihe Crown Coliny of British Bechuanalahd,
It is the last phrase that concerns lontshiwa,

The Rev John iackenzie, Rhodegi redoubtable antagomist was at
this time in Bngland. With prophetic instinect and true missionary
zeal he opposed Rhodes' schemes as calculated to bring suffering
and injustice to the latebele. He was supported by the Aborigines
Protection Society, The London Chamber of Commerce, the African
(Parliarmentary) Committee, and by many influential organisations
and people including Joseph Chamberlain,

*hRks — 62.5

1889¢ In spite of all opposition, however, Rhodes, the king
of diamohds, the man of destiny and indomitable will obtained his
Gharﬁter in @ctober 1889, and his child - the British South African
Company became a realised ideal. British filibustering and
marauding in Cegtral Africatggg.now fullg licensed and the days of

il eecl

the llatebele wergAnumbered. The fact is often conveniemtly owerl=-

ooked that whatever territorial advantages later accrued to the

British Governmment, the founding of the British South African

Compamy was primarily a commercial concern in prusuit of yellow
gold, and launched hy naked coersion and chicanery.

18903 The next thing was for Rhodes to find settlers for his
Chargtered territory, and in May 189Q, some 184 young men, fullmf
of the spirit of adventure were gathered at Hafikeng. They imcliy

ded all trades and professions - butchers, bakers, bankers,

builders, doctors, engineers, farmers, lawyers, tailors, miners,

reached
good men and bad men. After a march of twenty days they xzgkila

liacloutsi where they were joined by 3500 British South African Compa-
ny police, and, also of all peogle in the world,by 200 Bangwato
of Khama under his half brother Raditladi, to act as scouts and
road makers, Instead of thanks they received insolent abuse as
cowardly, lazy l&ggy unblushing psalms~singing liars (Green’!Rhddes

goes Jorth p. 218) liyaatt Northward Trek p. 198).
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on the 27th of June, after three weeks recuperation and
more preparation the pioneer column, as it is called, with its
80 wagons and complete army equipment pushed on under the guidan-
ce of the famous hunter and veldmaster Frederick C.3elous, and

on the 11th September, halfed at a point in a boggy plain which
relvgl Trceece Nucowdg chort of its destination

In 1889 Sir Hercules ﬁoblnsongterm of ofiice as High
Commissioner came to an end. on the 27tn April he made a speech
which greatly jleased the Colonials by its dearecatlng the Imperi-
al factor in colonial matters,and the amatucc' meddling of
irresponsible and 11l-advised people of England which converts
many a colonist from an Imperialist into a republican.” (%uoted

ﬁofmevq;Jan Hofmeyr p, 286).

abput thls time (udvéhuer 1890) Rhodes recently become Prime

Minister of the Cape Colony, and at the acme of his power and

3 ‘;Ct/ W/ e Vit

ﬁ /AC ~
pass!!i & tg the la. d of his dre é—ww/',f 25 ,ucm-nw‘:ﬁ
mi)hd.&a:a&uua ZZJﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁtﬁ Aemueduﬂ »u¢h¢
Now, all fhpse movements and act1v1¥?es were not without

prestige paid a visit to the chief Montsnlra at ﬂ'dflxen5 ﬂ‘i’ﬁm

meaning to even the prosaic Batswana'people and their chiefs who
had themselves been hustled by similar movements of Europeans,

ekl

and uWontshiwa reapeted said, in unconscious quotationf of the
: The Medtbeleo_
Rev liy jjoffat that "the days of the liatebele were numoered'ﬂAhis
enemies and objects of his utter detestation of yesterday (1832)
today s
were todgg (1890-1893, victims of Imperiaslism like him and objects
of his sincere commiseration. .
In Julyy (189 ) the whole of Bechuanaland Protectorate, from
the liolopo to the Zambesi was placed under the jurisdiction ofkthe
Governor or administratorof the Crown Colony of British Bechuamal-

and, pending its transfer to the Chartered Company as being inclu-

ded within the territowies defined by the Charter.
SerRow S .
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The two years 1890 and 1391 brought much domestig grief to

Montshiwa. First on the 11thﬂJune 1890 he lost his uncle
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