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WEI #36
May 2, 1986

David Shandler, ECC

227 Khotso House

k2 DeVilliers Street
Johannesburg, South Africa

Dear David Shandler,

I"ve just found that a publication there.has charged the ECC not only
with having links with WRI but that WRI is a front or has some special
relationship with the World Peace Council based in Helsinki.

This would be amusing if it were not tragic. Let me answer as carefully
as | can.

First, ECC itself has no links to WRI beyond our feeling very deeply
concerned with what is happening there, worried about things such as
the arrest of Philip Wilkenson, etc. ECC is not an affiliate of WRI and
I doubt if it would choose to be one, since WRI is a pacifist organiza-
tion, opposed to all use of violence as a social instrument under any
circumstances, while ECC focuses solely on the issue of aonscription.

There is no point pretending, however, that your people have not been
in contact with us, because they have and such contacts seem to me entirely
proper.

Second, on the issue of WRI"s own politics, we have been accused of many
thinrs because pacifism is hard for some to understand. During World War
Il we were accused of being pro-Nazi because our men would not serve in
the military struggle against the Axis powers. At the same time, within
Germany our members were accused of being pro-British, and sent to con-
centration camps, executed.* or forced to flee. And within the Soviet Union
we were not then - and are not allowed now - to organize sections.

We have consistently, since our founding in 1923» opposed all totalitarian
political forms, and all organized violence - included the violent imposition
of racism upon the people of South Africa. We have defended political
prisoners in the Soviet Union through decades, and do today. We have been
very clear on such issues as the invasion of Czechoslovakia - we sent teams
into Poland, Romania, Czechoslovakia, and into Red Square to protest the
occupation. (I myself was in Prague by a lucky accident at the time of
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STAFF: Howard Clark. Veronica Kelly, William Todd.



of the invasion and was able to bear witness to the popular support the
existing government had, and the nearly universal opposition | saw to
the Soviet invasion).

One of our sections, the War Resisters League, sent a team to Moscow in

1978 to urge the Soviets take swifter action for disarmament - they demonstrated
in Red Square (I was in the group) and that demonstration was aihmost instantly
broken up by police.

The irony is that if some - clearly at least one publication in South Africa
- view us as Communists, or Communist dupes, or dupes of a Communist front,
others, and this includes the Soviet Peace Committee, view us as far too
rigid in our disagreements with Moscow.

Key people from the WRI have been to Helsinki. I was there most recently

this past October for meetings involving both the official peace committees
from the Soviet Bloc and the independent groups in the Western countries.

We have met with the Soviet Peace Committee, and with the World Peace Council,
just as we would freely meet with government authorities in South Africa to
discuss our concerns.

The World Peace Council has never made any secret of its general political
line, which I feel <close to the position of Moscow. It was, in fact, set up
to advance that political line as widely as possible. Our disagreements with
the World Peace Council are known to everyone who follows the politics of the
peace movement. But we defend, fully and deeply, the right of the WPC to exist,
and the value of full* free exchange of views. Beyond that, however, we don"t
feel it is the job of WRI to discuss or define the politics of the World Peace
Council. They maintain an office and a staff in Helsinki and questions can

be put to them quite directly.

Our own record is exceptionally clear. No secret police files are needed - our
publications are on the record, as are our actions. If we are accused of opposing
the U.S. government in Nicaragua, that is correct. If we are accusgfed of supporting
the Solidarity movement in Poland, that is correct. If we are accused of opposing
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, that is correct. If we are accused of
opposing the use of terrorism by the PLO - or any other group, including the ANC -
that is correct. If we are accused of opposing the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan,
that is also correct.

But to accuse us of being a front for the World Peace Council 1is a charge 1
think they would resent as deeply as 1 find it amusing. Our funds are very
few but raised without aid from any government, either overt or covert. Our
political position represents no nation - only our membership, which had its
last Triennial this January, in India, as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, who left
his mark on us, as he did on South Africa.

STATE OF HEW YORK 1}

COUNTY OF KBIT YORK J

Sworn to before me this
.day ot/VA-i.

rs .

Chair, WRI
(New York address: 339 Lafayette St., NYC 10012)
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rw ° Sfete of Now York
L m * 41-4822965

« . J r alified in Queens County
Certificate Filed in New York County
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P.O. Box 818
Menlo Park,

Humonitos/Intemational California 94026

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE (415) 324-9077

Joan C. Baez, President ¢« Jeanne Triolo Murphy, Executive Director

May 5, 1986

End Conscription Campaign
2279 Khotso House

42 de Villiers St
Johannesburg 20001

SOOTH AFRICA

Dear Friends:

We were most concerned to hear of the allegation that the ECC in South
Africa, and a number of well-established peace groups in the United
States, among them Humanitas International, were associated with the
World Peace Council.

Humanitas is well-known for its work in international human rights and
disarmament, and we have taken an especially strong stand on the
harrasment and persecution of the independent peace groups in the
Soviet Union. We are in no way associated with any official,
semi-official or government agency of the Soviet Union, or any other
country, nor do we have any reason to be so associated.

As you will see from the statement on the front page of our latest
newsletter, Humanitas takes a purely non-aligned position, and that we
are a human rights organization, and our primary goal is the defense of
the sanctity and dignity of human life throughout the world.

cc. War Resisters League
339 Lafayette St
New York, N.Y. 10012



FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) SOCIETE DES AMIS

QUAKER UNITED NATIONS OFFICE - GENEVA

Tel. (022) 33 33 97 Quaker House

Tele8rHEFSft& ° GENEVE Avenue du Mervellet 13
1209 GENEVE Suisse

Laurie Nathan

End Conscription Campaign
37 Polo Rd.

Observatory

Cape Town

A-frique du Sud

Dear Laurie:

We are shocked to hear about Philip Wilkinson and hope that he will be released
soon.

We are glad that the Just Peace Campaign is spreading and send you our moral
support.

We sent the -following cable to you:

Cable to telex address 4-86519 SA:

Laurie Nathan
End Conscription Campaign
c/o South A-frican Council of Churches

The Quaker United Nations O0-f-fice in Geneva is a non-governmental organization
which represents the Friends World Committee -for Consultation and thus
Quakers -from all over the world. As anyone with knowledge of both
organizations could readily con-firm, we are in no way associated with the
World Peace Council.

Joel McClellan

Director,

Quaker United Nations O0-f-fice, Geneva
| telephoned London on Friday, 2 May 1986 and have sent with Judith to London a
copy of your telex. In addition copies have been sent to the Centre Martin Luther

King and the Communaute de 1m'Arche. There seems to be no such organization as
Re-fugees -from Chile (Switzerland).

It was nice to hear -from you—you are all so often in our thoughts.

Much love -from all of us,

Joel McClellan

cc: Cecil Evans, FWCC
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620 G ST. S.E. | Washington D.C. | 20003 | 202-543-7168

May 6,1986

The General Secretary
The War Resisters League
339 Lafayette Street

New York, N.Y. 10012

Dear Sir:

The Episcopal Peace Fellowship Chapter at St. Augustinel
Episcopal Church and the Vestry of St. Augustine®s add their
voices of support for the courageous actions of the End Con-
scription Campaign members 1in seeking justice for all people
in South Africa.

A few weeks ago our EPP Chapter was fortunate 1in feeing
able to meet with Gavin Evans during his visit to Washington.
With eloquence he brought home to us the difficulty of the
struggle to change government policy regarding race in South
Africa. We respect ECC"s determination to see that struggle
through until justice prevails in that troubled land.

We are stirred by the anguish ECC and like-minded
groups in South Africa must feel in taking a stand that pits
brother against brother. We know the righteousness of their
cause will sustain them. We send our prayers to add strength
and courage to their resolve.

Sincrely,

@j =k M *ci --—-

Catharine Ward, Convenor
Episcopal Peace Fellowship Chapter
at St. Augustine®s

v_)
Margaret McCan, Senior Warden
St. Augustine®s Episcopal Church
600 M Street SW
Washington DC 20024



40 Ocean Parkway Apt. 66
Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 871-7441

Dear Marlene Powell,

Gavin Evans, who 1 helped host on his six-week mini-tour of the U.S.,

Dave me vnur address as a "safe" ilace ro mail items of oarticular imoortance
for ECC. As you can see from the enclosed, this particular piece

of mail, which Gavin left behind in his rush to catch a plane to

London, might be of considerable use to you in the future. Send my

love to all.

For Peace With Justice,
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M. Magnhus Malan
Minisire de ia Defense
House of Parliament
Cape Town

South Africa

Monsieur ie Ministre,

Nous avons ete informes du fait que Philip Wilkinson un
jeum catholique qui a declare en conscience ne pouvoir servir

gu sem des forces de defense de i'Afrique du Sud, doit passer
en jugemeni prochainement.

Nous sommes tres soucieux de sa situation et croyons
apres avoir lu sa declaration, qu'll est profondement engage'
en faveur dun changement paclflque en Afriaue du Sud par
lea moyens ae la non-violence active. |l a choisi de tester en

J IS Je °@ Jbien Pu'sse encourir une peine de prison
8e dSeux ans eh? neuf mols. 1 P RIS9R

v/in<It°US Q\* W eSons « vous pour intervenir afin que Philip

a tnrf7 ?0i‘ re*OMu COmme objecteur de conscience et done
autonse a e.fectuer un service civil. // est pret a cela, pour

aider ies gens de la communaute qui Ventoure. Nous sommes

onvamcus que ce serait la une bien meilleure solution bien
plus profitable tant a iui-meme qu’a la societe sud-africaine
en general, qua de Venvoyer en prison pour plusieurs annees.

€sperani en une decision humaine pour Philip Wilkinson

nous Vvous prions de croire. Monsieur le Ministre en
| expression de nos sentiments respectueux.

of f



43 rue La Condamine
75017 Paris

14 May 1986

Dear A

The special 1issue of Les Temps Modernes on South Africa
is due to appear early in June.

As a contributor, you will receive two free copies. IT you
would also like offprints of your article, please let me

know immediately how many you would like : offprints must

be ordered before the journal 1is printed. Each offprint costs
8 French francs.

Please also let me have a personal address to which payment
for your contribution can be made : French fiscal
authorities do not allow payment to be made to professional
addresses.

Best wishes,

Alide Kooy J

A 0 o cy*—Mi, a__
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