
The Natal Peaoe Council has been in existence lor just over 
two year* and during this period haa devoted most of its 
activities to propaganda work. This is as it should be because 
the main task of the peace movement everywhere is to educate 
people on the need for constant vigilanoe and to rally support, 
in every possible yay, for the demands of the movement. |

With the'limited forces available, we have fairly success- 
fully carried out the tasks set us by the South African Peace 
Council and can claim, to some extent, to have made the people 
of Durban "peace conscious". Not so very long ago it was a 
rare thing for a speaker from a political platform to mention 
peaoe during the ctourse of his speech, but to-day it is the rule 
rather than the exception. The realisation is growing stronger 
daily in the/progressive movement that peace and freedom are

In its work the Council has always received the willing 
co-operation of factory workers who have assisted by raising 
funds when necessary, distributing our propaganda material and 
collecting signatures. Assistance has also been forthcoming 
from other members of the public and the response has always
free n heartening.

3everal successful public meetings were held, but many more 
could have been organised if the Council was able to call on a 
sufficient number of speakers. Apart from the meetings organised 
by the Council, we have almost always been represented by a 
speaker at meetings organised by the African and Indian Congresses, 
the C. 0. P., certain trade unions and, in some instances, by
social clubs.

Our Council was fully represented at the inaugural
conference of the South African Peace Council. The 25 delegates

attended the conference on behalf of our Council were
Stressed by the attendance at conference and th* manner in w^ioh

interdependent.



t , Unfortunately, our work during th^aat two yaara haa 
almost exclusively been confined to Durban. Recently, 
however, a Peace Circle was organised in Pietermaritzburg 
and according to the reports we have received to date, the 
Circle is already doing good work and is receiving all the 
necessary assistance from the Council.

Our Peace Exhibition, held towards the end of 1953, 

was attended by a large number of people from all walks of 
lire and made a favourable impression. This exhibition, 
which was held at our offices for want of a suitable hall, 
conaisted almost entirely of photographs of the Korean War 
and World Peace Congresses.

The following pamphlets and leaflets, issued by the 
South African Peace Council, were distributed:-

A Call to Peace Does China Exist?
Germ War Again - Facts about German

he-Armament
Protlist a ^ n s t 1' M°ney can d° a lot °f «>lng.

Re-militarisation of
Western Germany Peace is withing your grasp

The H Bomb - We want tolive.

In addition to these, limited numbers of numerous other
material issued by the South African Peace Council were also 
distributed.

Successful campaigns for signatures on two occasions 
were also carried out, in addition to the sale of badges.

We are now in the midst of a "Peace Week" which is being
held in all parts of the world in support of the World Peace
Congress to be held in Helsinki, Finland. Our main task

during this Peace Week is to collect signatures in support
of the appeal against atomic war and to popularise the aims 
of our movement.

So far the response to the signature campaign has been 
excellent. During the two days we had tables pla«ed at two 
points in the city, over a thousand Europeans signed the



appeal. This goes to show that the aims of the movement 
harfc an appeal not only for the non-Euopean section of our 
community, but for the Europeans as well.

It is too early to give a full report on the signature 
oas*>aign, out we have every reason to hope that the Council 
will pass its target without much difficulty.

The movement in South Africa is comparatively young, 
but in spite of the many difficulties with which we have to 
contend, we can claim some success in putting South Africa 
In the forefront of the strunggle for peace.

Bannings under the Suppression of Coimunism Act have 
taken a heavy toll of our personnel, whilst many of those 
who are not banned are so heavily burdened with work In 

other progressive organisations that they cannot devote the 
necessary time to peace work. This is especially so In 
IXirban, the result being thet the Council could not extend 

its activities to cover other areas in the Province.

During the coming year, the Council must set itself the 
task of establishing peace committeas in the other towns. 
Only in this way can we carry the message of peace to all 

the people of Natal ,nd draw them in the struggle for a 
las ting peace.



Collection Number: AD1812 
  

RECORDS RELATING TO THE 'TREASON TRIAL' (REGINA vs F. ADAMS AND OTHERS ON  
CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON, ETC.), 1956 1961  
 
TREASON TRIAL, 1956 1961 

 

  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2012  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African 

copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published 
in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per 

page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is 
uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of the 

collection records and the information contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be 
accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently 

verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and 

excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The University of the 

Witwatersrand.
 


