
face  th M sk iio n  speaks to A n g e la  K in g , head of the United Nations’ Observer 
Mission to South Africa (Unomsa). King says that local peace structures, which 

are presently dominated by businessmen, need the participation of women, 
youth, and representatives from grassroots structures to make them more 

representative and effective. She also believes that an interim government is 
essential -  “ it may not end the violence right away, but it would send a signal

that the process of change is moving forward”

M idlands lead e r Reggie H adebe.
But we h av e  n o t been p e rsu ad ­

e d  t h a t  th e re  is a  th ird  force. A 
th ird  force w ou ld  h a v e  to  be a n  
e x trem ely  w ell-organised  force.

I th in k  a  co m b in a tio n  o f  factors 
le a d  to th e  incessan t violence.

UN R e so lu tio n  765 sa id  th e  So u th  
A f r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  b e a r s  th e  
u ltim a te  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r en d in g  
t h e  v i o l e n c e  a n d  u r g e d  th e  
s p e e d y  r e s u m p tio n  o f n e g o t i a ­
t i o n s .  Do y o u  th in k  t h e r e  h a s  
b e e n  c o m p lian ce  to  th e  le tter and  
sp ir it  of th is  reso lu tio n ?

O n th e  q u e s tio n  o f  w h a t th e  UN 
sa id  a b o u t  the  role o f  the g overn ­
m e n t  -  w e fee l t h a t  a s  l o n g  a s  
th e re  a re  the h o m ela n d s  w ith  a ll 
th e ir  security  s truc tu res  th ere  c a n ­
n o t be peace.

O n  n e g o tia tio n s , th ere  h a s  been  
a  lo t  o f  p o s tu r in g  a n d  le a d e r s  
w a n tin g  to be seen  as  im p o rta n t

I w o u ld  like  to  p o in t  o u t th a t  
tre m e n d o u s  w ork  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  
by  John Hail a n d  A nton ie  G ilden- 
h uys.

As reg a rd s  the  p o litica l p a rties  -  
ev en  if they  ag ree  to d isag ree  they  
m u s t  ge t to g e th e r  to  sh o w  th e i r  
follow ers th a t  they  c a n  ge t to g e th ­
er.

Do yo u  sh a re  the  p e rc e p tio n  th a t  
th e  s e n s e  of u rg en cy  th a t  c h a ra c ­
t e r i s e d  S o u th  A f r ic a 's  a n d  th e  
UN’s  in te rv en tio n  in th e  w ake  of 
B o ip a to n g  h a s  b e e n  lost. 

A b so lu te ly  n o t. T he UN S ecurity  
C o u n c il is m o n ito rin g  th e  s i t u a ­
tio n . W e send  weekly reports  th a t  
a re  k eep ing  the se c re ta ry -g en e ra l 
a b re a s t  o f events.

Ju st th is  w eek th e re  w ill b e  a 
d iscu ssio n  o f  a p a r th e id  a tte n d e d  
b y  a  n u m b e r  o f p o lit ic a l  p a r t ie s  
from  w ith in  the  country .

T he se c re ta ry -g en e ra l reg u la rly  
w rite s  to  le a d e rs  in th e  c o u n try  
a n d  is a lso  in te le p h o n ic .c o n ta c t  
w ith  th em .

Even th o u g h  the  policy is n o t to 
recognise  the  h o m elan d s, th e  sec­
re ta ry -g e n e ra l h a s  w ritte n  le tters  
to a ll  th e  h o m ela n d  leaders.

He is concerned  th a t  th e  South  
A frican  crisis is resolved a n d  th a t  
it becom es a  d em ocra tic  a n d  n o n - 
rac ia l coun try .

W hat d o  you th ink  will h a p p e n  to 
S o u th  Africa if th ere  Is a d e lay  in 
th e  re su m p tio n  of n e g o tia tio n s?

1 c a n n o t p redict ex actly  w h a t will 
h a p p e n  -  b u t n a tu ra lly  we w a n t a  
so lu tio n  sooner, ra th e r  th a n  la te r.

In  th is  c o n te x t ,  w e th in k  a n  
i n te r im  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  be  
in tro d u c ed  w ith o u t delay . It m ay  
n o t e n d  the  v io lence r ig h t aw ay , 
b u t it w ould send  a  s ig n a l th a t  the 
p rocess o f  c h a n g e  is m o v in g  fo r­
w ard .

Angela King, head o f the  
United Nations O b server  
M iss ion  in Sou th  A fr ic a  
(U n o m s a ) Is  an  
expetienced diplomat and  
academ ic who has had a 
long association w ith the  
world body.

She w a s  b o rn  on  
A u g u s t 28 , 1 9 3 8 , in  
Jamaica, W est Indies and 
read history at the Univer­
sity of West Indies.

•  Further academ ic w ork  
earned her an a ca d em ic  
diploma in Education and 
an MA in E d u c a tio n a l  
S ocio logy from  th e  U n i­
versity of London.

She did graduate s tud ­
ies in A d m in is tra tio n  at 
New York U niversity and  
Legal S tu d ie s  at G ra y ’s 
Inn, London.

Her first exposure to the  
UN was in 1963 when as a 
Jamaican Foreign service  
d ip lo m a t, she s erv e d  in 
that country’s Perm anent 
M is s io n  to  th e  U n ite d  
Nations.

She officially jo ined the  
UN in 1966.

Her w ork  has in c luded  
socia l d e v e lo p m e n t, the  
a d v a n c em e n t of w o m en  
a n d .th e ir  in te g ra t io n  in 
d e v e lo p m e n t (1 9 7 3 -7 7 );  
re s o u rc e s  a n d  p ro ­
gram m e p lan n in g  (1 97 8 -  
82) and firs t ch ie f of the  
UN c e n tra l e v a lu a t io n  
unit.

She was then appointed  
re c ru itm e n t and  p la c e ­
ment director (1978-1990) 
and later staff adm inistra­
tion and training d irector  
(1990-92). ....................

N e w  N a t i o n :  How m an y  p e o p le  
h a v e  y o u  d e p lo y e d  in th e  c o u n try , 
w h e re  a n d  a t w h a t c o s t?

A n g e l a  K i n g :  T h e re  a r e  4 0  UN 
p eace  observers -  rep re se n tin g  30 
n a tio n a li tie s  -  a n d  10 a d m in is t r a ­
t iv e  s t a f f .  T w o  o b s e r v e r s  a r e  
d e p lo y ed  in every  reg io n , th re e  in  
th e  O ra n g e  Free S ta te , fo u r in  the  
C isk e i, 12 in  D u r b a n  a n d  15 in  
th e  PWV, b e c a u s e  th e  l a t t e r  tw o 
w e re  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  f la s h  p o in t s  
w h e n  we c am e .

N otab ly , 26 o f  th e  4 0  a re  w o m ­
e n  -  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  
w o m e n  e v e r  re p re s e n te d  o n  a n y  
UN m issio n .

T he s e c re ta ry -g e n e ra l,  B o u tro s  
B o u tro s -G h a li,  a l l o c a te d  US $1- 
m illio n  fo r th is  m iss io n . T he  n o r­
m a l  p ro ce d u re  w o u ld  be  fo r  h im  
to  m a k e  a  f in a n c ia l  s t a t e m e n t  
a b o u t  a  m iss io n , b u t  the  u rg en cy  
o f  th is  o n e  re q u ir e d  t h a t  h e  a c t  
p ro m p tly . He s im p ly  a n n o u n c e d  
t h a t  fu n d s  w o u ld  be d ra w n  from  
th e  e x is t in g  reso u rc e s . W e c o u ld  
n o t  w a it for, say , a  d o n o r  c o n fe r­
e n c e  b e c a u s e  in  t h a t  c a s e  w e 
w ould  still b e  in  New  York.

C an y o u  r e s ta te  th e  p u rp o s e  of 
y o u r  m is s io n  to  S o u th  A frica an d  
e v a lu a te  its  e fficacy  in th e  ligh t of 
y o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  h e re ?

O u r  m iss io n  w as th e  resu lt o f UN 
R eso lu tion  765, w h ich  c a m e  a s  a  
resu lt o f  th e  B o ip a to n g  m assa c re  
a n d  th e  c o n seq u e n t b rea k d o w n  o f 
c o n s ti tu t io n a l  n eg o tia tio n s .

P rior to  th a t ,  for tw o y ea rs , the  
in te rn a t io n a l  c o m m u n ity  th o u g h t 
S o u th  A frica w as m o v in g  to w ard s  
n o rm a lcy .

T h e  se c re ta ry -g e n e ra l w as c o n ­
c e rn ed  w h en  B o ip a to n g  h a p p e n e d  
a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  b r e a k d o w n  in  
n e g o tia tio n s .

O n  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  
s p e c ia l  UN e n v o y , C y ru s  V an ce , 
th is  m is s io n  w a s  d i s p a t c h e d  to  
s t r e n g th e n  th e  s tr u c tu r e s  o f  th e  
N a tio n a l  P eace A ccord (NPA).

T he p u r p o s e  w as to  a s s is t  th e  
N PA  s t r u c tu r e s  a n d  re d u c e  t e n ­
sions.

T h e  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  a s k e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  w e s h o u ld  
o b s e rv e  th e  f e n c in g  o f  h o s te ls ,  
m o n ito r  th e  c o n d u c t o f  the  secu ri­
ty  f o rc e s  -  e s p e c i a l l y  h o w  th e  
p o lic e  c o n d u c t  in v e s t ig a t io n s  -  
a n d  m o n ito r  th e  a c tiv itie s  o f  p o lit­
ica l o rg a n is a t io n s  to  red u c e  t e n ­
sions.

S in ce  th e  s ig n in g  of th e  NPA 
m o re  th a n  a y e a r  ag o , v io len ce  
h a s  n o t a b a te d . How d o  yo u  th ink  
y o u r  in p u t is  g o in g  to  c h a n g e  the  
s itu a tio n  for th e  b e tte r?

The NPA is like the  U niversal Dec­
la ra tio n  o n  H u m a n  R ights o r a n y  
o th e r  su ch  d o c u m e n t -  it dep en d s 
o n  th e  s ig n a to rie s  a n d  o th e r  in te r­
e sted  p a rties  to m ak e  it work.
• T h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  'h a v e  b e e n  s

r e c o g n is e d  a n d  a  lo t o f  w o rk  is 
b e in g  d o n e  to  s tre n g th e n  it.

T h e  NPA c h a i r p e r s o n ,  J o h n  
H all, a n d  Peace C o m m ittee  c h a ir ­
p e rso n , A n to n ie  G ildenhuys, h av e  
w orked h a rd  a t  co rrec ting  the  lim ­
ita tio n s  o f the  NPA structu res.

W hile  i h a v e  n o t h e a rd  a n y o n e  
say  th ese  a re  n o t m en of in teg rity , 
th e r e  is c o n c e rn  t h a t  th e  P eace  
Accord is th e re  for so m ebody  else. 
T h a t is, it is th ere  to keep 'u s "  -  
t h e  b la c k  p e o p le  a n d  c o lo u re d  
p e o p le  w h o  a re  d ire c tly  a ffec ted  
by th e  v io lence  -  qu iet.

G ild en h u y s  h a s  e s tim a te d  th a t  
a p p r o x i m a t e ly  o n ly  f iv e  p e r  
c e n t  o f . t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  k n o w s  
a b o u t  the  NPA.

E fforts  to  p o p u la r i s e  th e  NPA 
h a v e  included  record ing  the  peace 
so n g  a n d  m a k in g  a  v ideo . P lans 
a re  a lso  a fo o t to  en g ag e  a  profes­
s io n a l  p u b l i c i t y  c o m p a n y  to  
u n d e rta k e  a p u b lic ity  cam p a ig n .

The m o n ito rs  h a v e  a lso  d raw n  
from  th eir  ex p erien ce  to s tre n g th ­
e n  th e  s tr u c tu r e s  o f  th e  a c c o rd . 
M any  h av e  b een  in  s im ila r  s itu a ­
tio n s  before.

P ro p o s a ls  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  fo r­
w a rd  w h e re  th e re  w as a  p e rc e p ­
tio n  th a t  sh o rtcu ts  w ere possible.

A n  e x a m p l e :  t h e  m o n i to r s  
p o in te d  to  th e  N a m ib ia n  e x p e ri­
ence w here  p eop le  w en t to schools 
to  t e a c h  c h i ld r e n  a b o u t  v o t in g  
p ro c e d u re  a n d  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  
s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e  w hite  farm ers  -  
w h o  e i t h e r  o p p o s e d  c h a n g e  o r  
w e re  a p p r e h e n s iv e  a b o u t  th e  
fu tu re  -  to  talk .

W hat s tra te g ie s  d o  you th ink  
s h o u ld  b e  p u t in p lac e  to  facilitate  
y o u r w ork  an d , n e c essa r ily , th at 
of th e  NPA?
A week ag o  1 w as a t  a  m ee tin g  of 
th e  c h a irp e rso n s  o f  th e  R eg ional 
D isp u te  R e so lu tio n  C o m m itte e s .  
T h e re  w a s  a  f e e l in g  t h a t  m o re  
p e o p le  c o u ld  g e t  in v o lv e d , e sp e ­
c ia lly  from  th e  g rassroo ts o rg a n i­
s a t i o n s  -  w h e t h e r  th e y  b e  
po litica l, ch u rc h  o r  civic -  if they  
h a d  the  m ea n s .

So fa r  th e  p e o p le  in v o lv ed  a re  
b u s in e s s m e n  w h o  h a v e  th e  
m e a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  we a re  a w a re  
t h a t  so m e  h a v e  d o n e  so a t  g re a t  
e x p en se  to th e ir  businesses.

I a m  n o t s a y in g  b e c au se  b u s i­
n e ss  p e o p le  a r e  in v o lv e d  i t  is a  
b a d  th in g , b u t  th a t  it is skew ed. 
To try  a n d  restore  the  b a la n c e , a 
s tip e n d  w ill be offered in  the  n ex t 
m o n th s . T h a t is th e  first th in g .

Secondly, I see very few w om en 
in  th ese  s tru c tu res . T here a lread y  
ex ists  in S ou th  Africa the N a tio n ­
a l  C o a l i t io n  o f  W o m e n  fro m  
w h ic h  n o n - p a r t is a n  r e p r e s e n ta ­
t io n  c a n  be d raw n .

F a ilin g  th a t ,  th e re  w ill a lw ay s  
b e  th is  d istin c t feeling  th a t  w om ­
e n s ' c o n tr ib u tio n  is b e in g  o v e r ­
lo o k e d .  T h e  w o m e n  I m e t  a t  

•M eadow lands were very vocal a n d

h a d  c le a r  id eas  o f how  th ey  cou ld  
c o n trib u te  to  th e  process.

If th e  p eace  s tru c tu res  a re  to be 
s tro n g e r ,  th o se  w h o  s ig n e d  a n d  
th o s e  w h o  d id  n o t  m u s t  b e  
b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  w o m e n  
m u st p lay  a  role.

A th ird  a re a  is th e  in v o lv em en t 
o f  th e  y o u th , w ho seem  to be o u t­
s ide  th e  s tru c tu res .

For th e  f u tu re  o f  th e  c o u n try , 
t h e  y o u th  m u s t  c le a r ly  g e t  
inv o lv ed  in  the  p eace  process.

W hat a re  th e  im p lica tio n s  of y o u r 
s ix - m o n th s  t im e f r a m e :  d o e s  it 
m ean  th e  v io len ce  sh o u ld  be  e n d ­
ed  by  th e n  a n d  a p o litica l s e t t le ­
m en t a rr iv ed  a t?
T h a t w as n ev er h ow  it w as in te n d ­
ed to  work. We h av e  a  very open  
m a n d a te  th a t  sa id  we w ould  w ork 
h e re  for s ix  m o n th s .

O nce o u r w ork is do n e , a  differ­
e n t  m iss io n  -  c o m p rise d  o f  e lec­
t o ra l  e x p e r t s  w h o  c a n  a s s is t  in  
p rep a r in g  for elections -  will p ro b ­
a b ly  com e. T h a t is the  u su a l pro­
cess.

A n o t h e r  o p t io n  is  fo r  a  UN 
p eu cek eep in g  force sh o u ld  th e  sit­
u a t io n  d e te r io ra te .  But, I d o  n o t  
th in k  it will com e to  th a t  here .

A n o th e r fac to r in o u r s tay  is, of 
c o u rse , th e  g o v e rn m e n t.  W e c a n  
o n ly  s ta y  if th e  g o v ern m en t w an ts  
u s  h e re . W e k n o w , th o u g h , t h a t  
th e  eyes o f th e  w orld  a re  o n  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  th e y  w ill  n o t  
in te rfe re  w ith  o u r  stay .

H ave you d isc e rn e d  any  p a tte rn s  
to  th e  v io len ce?

Two m o n th s  is to o  little  to h av e  
d iscerned  p a tte rn s .

W e h av e  n o ted  th a t  a  larg e  pro­
p o rtio n  o f  th e  v io lence is c rim in a l. 
O f  c o u rse  w e re a l is e  t h a t  a t  th e  
core o f th a t  is the  po litica l d ilem ­
m a , w h ich  h a s  re su lte d  from  the  
lack  o f  e q u ity  in  th e  socie ty  a n d  
th e  legacy  o f a p a r th e id 's  d e p riv a ­
tion  o f  sections o f the  co m m u n ity .

W ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  s o -c a l le d  
p o litic a l v io le n c e  we h a v e  h e a rd  
m a n y  stories, so m etim es w ith co n ­
flicting so lu tio n s  proposed .

In  Ciskei, g rassro o ts  peop le  sa id  
'k e e p  th e  d e fe n c e  fo rc e  a w a y ,  
b r in g  in  th e  p o lice ';  in  k w aZ u lu  
th ey  sa id  'rem o v e  the  police -  the  
k w a Z u lu  P o lic e  a n d  th e  S o u th  
A f r ic a n  p o l ic e ,  w e  w a n t  th e  
defence  force*.

I c a n n o t  give a n y  answ ers.
W e h a v e  h e a rd  o f  th e  m o v e ­

m e n t  o f  g u n s  f ro m  R e n a m o  in  
M o z a m b iq u e  to  k w a Z u lu .  W e 
h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  th e  A N C 's  
U m k h o n to  weSizwe (MK) a n d  o th ­
er a rm ies  in  South  Africa a re  s to k ­
ing  the  v iolence.

W e h av e  n o ted  reports o f  securi­
ty  fo rce in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  v io ­
lence.

W e h a v e  a lso  seen  the  p ro fes ­
s io n a l m assacres  th a t  h ave  tak en  
the  lives o f  peop le  like ANC N ata l



ANC ‘pushing for early end to sanctions7
T H E  A frican  N ational C on gress is the proposal to multiparty negotiations
holding discussions with a view to hav­
ing the Transitional Executive Council 
set up before legislation is passed in 
Parliam ent to enable the organisation 
to lift sanctions, according to its presi­
dent, Nelson Mandela.

He was addressing an End Conscrip­
tion Campaign peace festival at Wits 
University last night.

M andela said the ANC would take

after discussing the m atter. If su ffi­
cient consensus was reached, the ANC 
would then call for the lifting of sanc­
tions within two or three weeks.

M andela said his organisation had 
been unable to lift sanctions because 
legislation on the creation of the TEC 
and its duties had not been passed dur­
ing the last parliam entary session. — 
Sapa.

n p i 1  SdAPf' ' V  ~1 lie lessons of war m Bosnia
Sunday Times Reporter

STRIKING parallels can be drawn 
between the war in Bosnia and racial 
conflict in South Africa.

This emerged from a lecture by award- 
winning Guardian war correspondent 
Maggie O'Kane at the End Conscription 
Campaign's 1993 Peace Festival at Wits 
University last week.

Serbian leaders had engaged in a calcu­
lated campaign to create ethnic tension in 
the former Yugoslavia. Ethnic hostility

was manufactured to provide the spark 
for conflict, said Miss O’Kane.

“Masked, armed men burst into houses 
and opened fire, indiscriminately killing 
men, women and children. These tactics 
caused insecurity and fear, and turned a 
united Yugoslavia into a killing field.” 

These acts of terrorism echo indis­
crim inate killings in South Africa.

Miss O’Kane said she came to South 
Africa “to explain how South Africans can 
learn from a war which could have been 
avoided”.



Bill of Rights
; n m ®

is crucial^
M ARIAN N E M ERTEN

A DILL of nights should be­
come part of ordinary peo­
ple's lives and of a future 
educational culture, ANC 
national executive member 
Albie Sachs said yesterday.

At the End Conscription 
Campaigns (ECC) Peace 
Festival in Johannesburg, 
Sachs said the human rights 
drbate should include rep­
resentations from, among 
others, women, homosex­
uals and the disabled.

It was crucial to decide 
whether a Bill of Rights 
was in te rp re te d  by “ a 
branch of the white, male- 
dominated, conservative 
judiciary” or a new court 
with a constitution and 
thinking that were nonra- 
cial aflknon-sexist.

a n t i - a p a r th e id  
movement had developed a 
body of people with the 
skills, sensitivity and seri­
ousness to m ake good 
judges, he said.

Parliament should be in­
volved in human rights pro­
tection in education, health 
and resource allocation. It 
had no role to play when it 
came to human rights con­
siderations such as ending 
torture, Sachs said.

Two draft Bills were be­
ing discussed: one was part 
of the constituent assem­
bly's constitutional princi­
ples and the other dealt 
with fundamental rights 
and freed o m s d u rin g  
transition.

Sachs d e sc r ib e d  the 
second document as a stop- 
gatj .«^asure. It only for- 
rr an equality clause 
a i^  aa  not forbid specific 
types of discrimination.

This did not appeal to 
South Africans who had ex­
perienced discrimination.

The omission of freedom 
of expression and the right 
of conscientious objection 
from both documents was a 
serious one, he said.

He paid tribute to the 
ECC for its peacemaking 
a c tiv i t ie s .

A N C  N EC m «m b « r A lb ie  S a c h a  s p e a k in g  on th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f •  hum an  rig h ts  cu ltu re  a t  th e  
End C o n acrip tio n  C am paign  s  P e a c e  F e a t iv a l in Jo h a n n e a b u rg  y e s te rd a y . Picture: garth lum lEY

ECC closes its doors on 
fightingccjnscription

.Johannesburg: The End Conscription Campaign 
closed the door on 10 years of fighting conscription 
as its Peace Festival drew to an end yesterday.

But related aspects of the work the ECC start­
ed in 1983 will continue with an anti-militarisa­
tion group formed at the end of the conference 
held at Wits University this weekend.

Since the last whites-only military call-up has 
probably taken place, the ECC used the conference 
to examine a range of issues related to peace in 
South Africa.

Delegates took part in several workshops organ­
ised under the themes of peace-keeping in South 
Africa, armed forces in transition, and developing 
a peaceful society.—Daily News Correspondent

ANC ‘pushing for early endto sanctions’
HE African National Congress is the I I U S ___*_____THE African National Congress is 

holding discussions with a view to hav­
ing the Transitional Executive Council 
set up before legislation is passed in 
Parliament to enable the organisation 
to lift sanctions, according to its nresi- 
dent, Nelson Mandela.

He was addressing an End Conscrip­
tion Campaign peace festival at Wits 
University last night.'

Mandela said the ANC would take

the proposal io multiparty negotiations 
after discussing the matter. If suffi­
cient consensus was reached, the ANC 
would then call for the lifting of sanc­
tions within two or three weeks.

Mandela said his organisation had 
been unable to lift sanctions because 
legislation on the creation of the TEC 
and its duties had not been passed dur­
ing the last parliamentary session — 
Sapa.
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