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(Common iloll)

Burma is a sovereign independent federal republic, wd* up of 

four states - Buraia proper, the Shan state, the Kaohin state and the Kareani 

state. Oisder certain conditions it in open to any of these states to secede 

from the Union* Legislative power is divided be^een the central guvemai.*nt 

and the states.

There is only one oitiaeaahig througiuaut the Union. Citisen3 are 

guaranteed a number of fundamental rights. Though the State recognises the

.
e<eeial position of Buddhism as the faith of the great Majority of the people,

.
all minorities are guaranteed cultural and educational rights. The rifeht of 

private property is recognised subject to the condition that it should not be 

used to the detriment of the public* The State is declared to be the 

ultimata owner of land and special protection is guarantsed to peasants and

workers. several direotive principles of State policy are included in the
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Constitution and they have a pronounced bias towards tne establishment of s

socialist State*
■ -i ' - sV;

Ths machinery of government ie as follows *

A President is the constitutional head of the exeoutive. He is sleeted for 

a term of five years by secret ballot of the two Chambers of Parliament in 

Joint session. He oiey be impeached and removed from office by the vote of a

two-thirds majority of each Chamber. J?o person is allowed to be President
/•'=• '' ' . : ' ' \ . • ■ . . »
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for more than two terma.

'
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The Prime Minister is appointed by the President on nomination by 

the Chamber of Deputies* The other members of the Union Government are 

appointed by the President on nomination by the rriae Minister* The 

Government ie collectively responsible to the Chamber of I/eputies*

The Chamber of Setiomilitiea (Upper House)

This consists of 2J> representative* eleoted from the Shan state,

12 from the Kachin state, 8 from the Special Division of the China, 3 from 

the Karenni state, 24 representatives of Karens and 53 from the remaining
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territories of ths Union.

The Ohmaber of Deputies is composed of members representing oonstituencies 

determined by la«* Its aumbar, fixed by law from tims to time on the basis



of one member for each 30,000 to 100,000 of the population, "Shall be, as 

nearly as practicable, twice the number of members of the Chambsr of 

Sationalitlss”*

Powers of ^overnmantt Parliament, oonsiating of the President and ths two 

Chambers, has power to ouuce laws for the whole or an/ part of the Onion 

except in so far as such power is assigned to the oonstitusnt states. The 

two Chambers have e^u^lity of PO*sr except in regard to y.oney bills* 

elections» The members of both Chambers are elected every 4 /ears by 

universal suffrage of all adults over Id years* 

uovern.asat oi oonstitusnt States*

Three of the oonstitusnt states - the Shan, Kashin and Karena! 

states - each havs the following governmental machinery*

(a) A head of stats eho is a member of the Union Govern ent and is 

appointed b* the t*rssident from among the members of Parliamsnt 

repressntxng that l?tate.

(b) A state Council consisting of all the members of the Parliament 

representing that State. This Council elects a Cabinet.

The affairs of the Karen state are temporarily administsrsd by 

a Union Minister for Karen Affairs and a Karen Affairs Council*

(Host of the above is directly quoted from article entitled ‘Some recent 

developments in Asia” bj M. VenftaiTarangaiya in "India" quarterly, Ho* 3
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The Constitution of 1948 created a Malayan Federation consisting 

of the 9 Sultanate* and the two settlement* of Penang and L’alacoa.

The population of the Federation in 1950 was about 5^ million, 

composed of 49# Malaysians, 40^ Chinese, 1C# Indians and Pakistanis, 1% 

Europeans and Sarasians.

r Britain is hoping to grant self-government in gradual stages. At
£.

present she retains control of defenoe and external affairs. Phe iligh
»

Commissioner has overriding authority in almost all matters except those 

relating to Moslem religion and tlal&y custom* There is a division of 

powers between the Federal government and the stats governments*

fks law relating to pltiasnahlp is subjest to several conditions 

relating to oontinuous residence, proficiency in the Malay or itoglish 

languages, intention of remaining permanently in the Federation, and the 

t jrenounoiation of all loyalty to any sovereign other than the ruler or her

$ Majesty# and of the exercise of all other nationality er oitisenship rights.

It is hoped thus to enable the Malays to retain their individuality and not 

to be swamped in the government of the country of which they were the
.

original inhabitants.

The governmental machinery is a followai
.

A Qovomor-General of the Malayan Union, Singapore and Borneo.

A High Commissioner of Malaya, appointed by Britain, who is President of the 

federal Executive Council and of the Federal Legislative Council* At least 

r three times a ysar he holds a Conference of Sulers.

The Federal Executive Council has 4 ex-officio members (including the High

»
Commissioner;, 4 other official members, ana not less than 5 or more than 7 

unofficial members drawn from the Legislative Council. In 1951 the 

unofficial membere ooneistsd of 2 Malaya, 2 Chine*) 1 European, 1 Indian
.v-v" . ' “v./i ' 7 r-- '• ;; •

and 1 Ceylonese.

The Federal Legislative Council is composed as follows t 

(1/ The High Commissioner as President.

* (ii) 3 sx-offloio members*

(ill) 11 official members
&

(iv) 11 State and Settlement members, the 9 Presidents of ths 

Councils of Stats in the States, and 1 representative of



of tbs Settlement Counoil in eaoh Settlement, eeleoted from 

among themselves by the Council members.

(y) $Q unofficial members inoluding 6 representing labour, 6

planting interests, 4 raining, 6 coi&merce, 8 ajriculture and 

husbandry, 4 professional, educational and cultural interests,
C' ' .• ;"

■

2 the Settlements, 9 the States, and one eaoh representing the
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Eurasian, Ceylonese and Indian communities and 2 representing 

the Ohiness.

A likely racial division is 22 klalays, 14 Chinees, 5 Indians 

1 mrosian, 7 (steropeans, 1 Caylonsss. 

ill the unofficial members are nominated.

km a first atep in training the repreaentatires of the people in 

the art of self-government some of the departments of adminiatration have 

been handed over to unofficial members of the legislative Council to bs 

managed b} them as political head8.

Government of States

(i) ins head of eaoh S^ate is its Sultan or Ruler, who has a British 

adviser* except in matters regarding Jk>ilem religion or Malay 

custom, the Eulers are under the overriding authority of the 

High Commissioner.

( i i ) The chief executive officer is the Chief Ministsr. In ths two 

Settlements British Hesident Commissionsrs hold these poets, 

j&^w ork* in association with a n .raict\*ed Executive Council and

Couneil of State.
* ' ■ . •'
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(information collected for the Institute by Mrs. P. Skyrme-Jones 

supplemented by that oontainea in "Venture", Feb. 1952, article by M. 

Venkatarangaiya in "India" quarterly, So. 3 of 1953 and in Annual Keport 

of Federation of Malays for 1951)•



(A British Colony)
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The population of Singapore is made up (1252) of 830,079 Chinees 

131,664 Malaysians, 80,096 Indiana and Pakistanis, 14,56$ Europeans,

'
10,320 Eurasiana and 9?931 others.

To qualify for the franchise for Legislative Council eleetions, 

a nan or woman must be a British oitiaen over 21 years of agej must not 

have taken any steps to acknowledge ’allegiance, obedienoe or adherence to 

any foreign power or State* or held office during the past 3 years under 

the government of a foreign power, or hold s foreign passport) and must 

have resided in the Colony for the past 3 years.

-

The machinery of government is as follows t

1. A Governor appointed by Britain.

2* An Executive Cpanel1 consisting of the Governor as Chairman, 4 ex-

off ioio members, 2 nominated official members, 4 nominated unofficial 

members, and 2 elected members (Elected by the Nominated Unofficial 

and Sleeted ?!embertJ of the legislative Council from among themselves). 

3. A Legislative Council consisting of the Governor as President, 4 ex- 

officio members) ^soatinated official members, not more than 4 nomin- 

■
ated unofficial members, and not more than 12 eleoted members. Of 

the eleoted members, ? are eleoted by popular franchise in aingle- 

member electoral districts, 1 by the Singapore Chamber of Commerce,

1 by the Chinese Chamber of Commerce, and 1 by the Indian Chamber of
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women) art enfranchised. The earn*
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All Shit* adult* (nan and

applies to groups such as the Australian Chinese| but not to all
-

Aborigines * their political rights vary in the different states.
■

They have full franchise rights in the statss of Haw South /ales, 

Victoria, the Capital Territory, South Australia and Tasaania, but 

•’modified’' rights only in Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern

_
Terrixoty- All those entitled to vote, irrespective of race, vote on

.

a oonsmon roll*
\ ... ■' .- : - Hid ■■■ . ' ■ • i" •>=•. .. •. • -• . .

Population in 1951

8,538^36 hites (including » f«* ©f «ix*d blood)

46,600 Aboriginals (estimated)
■: - . - • : , • • •' .: "v\-<*;.“■ ' ■ • . • • 7 .
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Pall blooded 12&eria are registsred on a separate roll and

' : • •  . •:iv

elect 4 Maoris *0 the House of Representatives.

Saif Maoris oan registsr on tha separate *aori roll or on the 

roll* entirely at their option. All aha ara laaa than half

Maori roto on tha common roll.

Maoris oan stand for Parliament in common roll constituenoiss.

Sir Janes Carroll, a Maori who was noting Prims Miniater, represents*

a predominately White constituency.

Education ia free and oom±>ul3ory for all* and there is no

••gradation in the eohoola.

Population* 1952

1,865,442 vihite end Mixed
’ ’r.; ' ‘ ; ' * , * ' *7',.. • ’•> v.. >•>'. 'jyf* : i&X

119,208 Pull-blooded ijwris.
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Israel Is itlll governed by 'The Law of Transit Ion* enacted la 

1949* A Constituent Assembly eoatntd to fraas a constitution 

decided that the time for thle wns sot yet ripe.

According to the law of letnrn, every Jew has the right to cose 

settle 1b the State of lerael sad enjoy a status of complete 

equality with those born in the State. Another basic law provides 

for the usual fundamental rights of cltl tens.

The present governmental machinery Is ae follows:

*• 3>I le elected by the legislature for e period of 5

years. All proceedings taken by hi a hare to be countersigned by 

the Prime Minister or one of the Ministers before they becoae 

▼slid.

2. Cabinet

She President selects the Prime Minister after consultation 

with party leaders, and la turn the Prime Minister selects his 

colleagues.

3» ffrl ftMSBBt Is a unicameral legislature of ISO members selected

by universal adult suffrage on the basis of proportional representation 

the whole state being treated as a single constltaeaey. It is 

poeslble that this proportional system of representation may be 

modified, hoverar: It Is said to hare brought shout a multiplicity 

of splinter parties, The organisation and proeedure of the Knesset 

resembles that of Parliament In vestern democracies.

Arabs have the vote on the saae basis as Jews - men and wemsa.

*‘he population (1952) was,

1.430,000 Jews

125,000 Arabs

37.000 Christifins
V • * , - • a? * - *k- r lV*" Aij . \ . • i*

15.000 Druses

(from Statemaa's Tear Book)

(Information from article by M. 7enkatnrcngalya la "India* Quarterly.
Bo. 3 of 1953).



from Paper Issued by Centra Office of Information, Load on,

Ko £ 3071 of 25/9/1963.

tfopulatioe 1981 - 966,000 African*

227,000 of ad sod dooeont

21.000 Sect Indiana

14.000 European*

9,000 Othera

A British Colony.

Constitution gr-nted In 1944 and asandad In 1953s 

Privy Council to advise tha Qovenor. Consists of tho Colonial 

Sacrat xy, the Officer Cosoandlng the troops, 2 official* end 3 

— 1sited unofficial*.

ffjyiltlTl <limr11 “ the principle instrument of policy.

Coneiats of the Oovsnor as I reaidant, 2 sx-officle members,

3 unofficial nominated members from the Legislative Council,

8 Minister* who are mashers of the House of representatives. 

3Ltg4ii#.far>.

s) fcftlThtlTl frnmffin - 3 e*-offieio member*, 2 official —dbers 

not les* than 10 unofficial nosdnated members. The council 

electa its «*n president, 

h) gf MpmiBfc U Y M  - 32 elected members. The House

elects its own Speaker. 

yftMftU> m l KltcttPal sgrtai*

Adult Suffrage. One member free each of 32 constituencies Is eleotsd 

for s period of 5 years.



'  % * » e t  fro* "A Hi at 017 of South Africa" by *rie A. Walker.

y«go ass. 186^-ieRft.

"In Batal coloured folk « « n  legally equal to Europeans but 

the Bnatu wore treated as a rsee apart. A ioonor*xiist Bantu 

could apply fear letters of exemption from M*tlve 1aw, awl such 

e one exespt for sewn year* and resident for twelve yoaro In the 

colony aould, on a certifierto signed by three European electors 

and counter-signed by *  ■rgistrate, aoply to the Lieutenant -

Croronor, who sight at his discretion grant hi* the franchise.
II

(Act XX of 1665). Satires hrvm since been known to run the 

gauntlet to tho rote but before 1876 none of then had even taken 

out let tore of exertion.*

n f  « t r  H i— i ll1 1 ” *  W . * .  s o u i v e m .

Zr*sM US-

"fhe follovluk ia r suraary of Lav 11/186ft.

The applicant for the franchise hrd to bo a resident of tho 

C o lo n y  far twelve years; ho oust possess the requisite property 

qualification (i.e . own tmevable property to the value of 

w  root any such property of the yearly vrIuo of £10); 

ho met bo theJ^lder of Letters of * reap t ion. for seven ys^rs; 

ho aust produce n certificate signed by throe qualified electors 

of Bnropean origin and endorsed by a Justice of tho ?eace or a 

Kaglstrate. Having eennlled with theee conditione he hao no 

elaln to the franchise, but is nerely entitled to petition tho 

3ovopor to grant the privilege, the ultimate decision roots 

with the Govenor who has often refused the certificate. The 

franchise once obtained cannot be eonsidored * right."

Page liq

By to-dry (1938) only throe Ifetal nativee have qualified for 

it" (the franchise). *.B . no farther application for registrations 

of Africans wore granted after 1910.
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