
At this moment the opening of th^ Congrssaj
of the People --- wh ch has been awaited by millions of
people throughout oar unhappy land, I ait 400 miles away.
I am only one of your leaders whose mouth has been 
eealed and movement has been cirtailed, but I speak for 
all of us when I 3ay that thoug absent from this tesembly, 
we are with. you today.

It wjs In thin very Kliptown, that 15 months \ 

ago I was privileged andhonoured to be the first person 
publicly to read the stirring call for the Congress of 
the People, which since that day, has fired the imagination 
of every oppressed person and of every democrat. We called 
on the workers inthe towns, on the farmers on the land 
on the miners, housewives, teachers and students to assemble 
together to speak of their d-irk lives and to proclaim in 
one mighty voice for freedom, i.Ve called on you all, 
at this Assembly, to write s Charter which will becoma 
the clarion call of every person who truly lovea this land 
and the people who live in it.

Prom the very moment that the idea of the 
Congress of the People became known to the people,
v” — 1 ■ ̂ ,r ■ <*»
the state power started a campaign to undermine it.
Wild statements and accusations were mads by Nationalist 
Party apolewmsn and by the high officer* of the law. Almost 
every people's leader who was prominent in the campaifh 
was banned and his activities restricted. Our organisers 
were interfered with wherever they went. Meetings were 
raided and people arrested. It is not enough that the 
lawa of the land give the police almoet unlimited power 
to repress ideaa and movements which are unpopular with 
the rulers, they went further and reported to actions which 
the oourts held were egainst the lawa of the land.

Theae are the actions of people who are 
frigLtenod, of a government which icnowa that the 
policemen' i v < »-,n arVhia baton, will not atop,

tha movement of the people /or libe *ty. Leader a may



b.;.nn.d and oMtacles pi c i t e  «.»'«» »?* «>*> * ’^ . ' 7 ” 
have forgotten the reasons of history i r th.# « • « « •  

that in this way th.y cjn ev.r atop th. .chiev.rn.nt of

the juat aimB of the people.
’Only yesterday the Parliament of *>. A- concluded

Its 1955 session-ons of the grimmest snd moat criptUng 
in oar history, for each chapter of S.uonali.t misrul. 
brings as nearer to the darkness of full fascia...

j-or the last 45 ye.rs 
haa been A f  of rule of the ereat ..J«it» V o f  th. continual, 

never-ending whittling s«.sy our limited irghts; of rule 

by decree end procl^stion. and not by consultation snd

democratic participstion of the majority.
gur Psrlismsnt clsims to bs th. voice of South

4 fries, ths sxprsssion of the people’. sill.
fe tell the world thst Parliament speaks not for 

the p«ople^_for ourselves snd for .11 true dsmcorsts; not 
for the people who work the land and in th. mines and in 
ths factories, who built South Africa from it. earliest days -  

but for a ^ U P  of terrified rulers, for the H.tionslist

Party caucua.
Yesterday, the closing of Parlisment, was the

end of one epoch, and today is the beginning of a new one.
Here at this Assembly, through our Charter and

from the delegatee of the people. wlfl be heard the true

voice of oouth Africa.
They s«y the r.eople are t »  ignorant, to rule

theciselve • Ihey s .y »e are not ripe for freedom.
If we ar<* fit to create the wealth of the land

we are.fit to say how it should be used. If «• must .iy
» Tf *p ejn bui X‘1 the gro-attaxes *e ttuet also vote . If Cdn

citiea we should not b*f? to live in ah.icica. ^
The demand* of t e ..riin^ry people ' h,ve fljj

four.d in for the Freedom Charter - on the back*. of envelc
on shs.ts torn from .lichool ex.reia. bbflks, - -111 hav.

more/



more force in history than the neatly printed laws
mgazetted by our government*-'

These simple words, written in the people's ;■ 
languages, and from thir hearts and deepest, most pressing 

needs, are in total the ahape of the South \frica of the 
future.

Why is the Conjreas of the Teople an assembly 
of a different kind, and t e Freedom Charter which 

it will adopt the document which will make new history 
in South Africa?

It is because for the first time in the history 
of our race-* m*4 land people of every colour, Africans, 

Europeans, Indians, Coloureds and idalaya, have through 

their democratic organisations acted together to convene 
this galnt assembly.

tofeKt the voice of the true repre8entative3 of the people 
will be heard.

It is because for the first time men and women 

elected by the people have as exrbled together on a basis 
of full equality.

It is because, above all, t-.e Chjrter of Freedom 

which will eBTBTge will not be a document drawn up by a 

few leaders, but one which was tjcm in the minds of the 

ordinary people of all races .ho are treated *ith contempt 

today but who will be t.-.erulers tomorrow.

In the long history of heroic struggle by the 

people of South Africa thers have o-̂ en :;.any political-calls
OL

and many assemblies. But there coc:‘o^time in t>.* history 

struggle of every people wt en new heights are scaled —

when the struggle leaps forward with a new ur gency arr.ong 
the people*

It i8 because for the first time in this land 

where the majority of the people have no say in their future
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We are now living through such a period. The Congress in 

which you are talcing part is not just another aie eting.

The document which you wilL draw a;' i ^ o o t j . s t  another 

resolution.
Hunvvvr grgHt in i t n a l f T the C^r^-re^s ■<*£ “the 

Pe>jp le U'Hd However successful t e campaign f r t ,e 

Congress of the People, the adoption of the Kre**dnft 

Charter cannot of itself mark the goal of our struggle.

It can however be a trunin.; point in the history of 

South Africa and I an, confident that when that history 

is re-wriiten those of you who are here to-day will 

earn a special place as the au th«a*s of a new and democratic 

South Africa.

Lolf« LIVE OUR NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS!

FORWARD TO FR^DOM! 

—  MAYIBUY'I-AFRICA!
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