Cje of v pie?t er evJence* o .°si m v V! to *h
gr*at I»n<l of tre ~oviei "nion xes * surprise f ' fAC.tl'.g,
announcenent by .omrade = 1* *n official inter*.r»ter to the
Couth Afrilcsi lelgatlan that arran #aents had been raade for ju;
drif—fltlon to visit on# Of tie Central Asi*n P.epubllc.s, Ve learnt
later or. th*t we vere to be joined by the -1 di<f ISast delation
all of whon had become very frfcndly to South Africans. —bey
had taken a great Interest In the "Afrika" salute, —nls long
Journey was In addition to our long travels In the land of the
“ovlet Union as we had erteredthe country through Poland via
W>scow across Siberia to Llancburla and again to Moscow from *e*Ing
we flew through the Mongolian Repuhllc a Journe; wh Ich took 12

dBys by train and 2 days by plane.

On the 10th of November, ? days after the great ce> ratios
of October which we were also fortunate to attend, we took off fro
Moscow by planr gor tbe Soviet Republic of Azerbl”lan, .izer™l vlan
Is one of the sixteen Pepuhllcs of the Soviet Union. It la
situated In the South Fasv Caucasus. *e landed in b*ku, the saxe
day in the aftern on after a flight of five hours. *aku isthe
capital of th* Aterbl”ian Republic. It is located on the west
cost of the Caspian Sea. I f is popularfor Its oil production.
The IxXxSdUtocU .S.S .P. possesses .nore thtr, half the total world su>
of oil; of this laku produces by fhr the .renter art.On Our

landingwe were att racked b> numerous oil wells n-afcering a little

more than a hundred. Ve got into our motor #+rt made fo: our
hotel facing the Caspian set . After a llttlerest cy ‘iiwls
Started off for a Children's fjOace *r,d ir ibe evening ' <
attended a cinema. I cau3d not *jc: Wary them as | c':
cold. Less than 50 minutes a ml ddi eg* ach;,—

bya nurse; so thorough was the examination an— £ocu

in matter of a few mlnut.es efter he had left 1 felt

I had n®ne the less re”~in ed In bed Antll tho following norft

The following morning on the 12th of November our delfgatl® sStxxM
started off by visiting a large Setai oil reflnary. *he director
of the plant took us round and also Introduced us to some of the

asiltt*nt .tfIMr.. oo. of >m « 1.4* —bo t« u» th.



working contions In that factory before October, 1917 th* 011

was brought to the refinery by cannel and no\ techlncal nnd

automatic ware used. Thera wt2e nore than one thousand workers
500 of whom were mostly young wox—j, she t.old us. —he * rkers
were entitled to annuel leave from If to 7?4 days. —he unskilled

labourers were earning about 5C0 nahlrs per nonth. she expllned
othe benefits artfoyed by the workers such as maternaty »ri payed
sick— leave. She also told us avout the technical working of

the oil pipes which were used to draw the oil from the nines to
the refinery. "nother place we visited was a sweet factory In
this factory we were teaken around by the tianager of the factojr.

Nach of us could go to any place of the factory and ask any of
the workers about the prevailing conditions. *hese are some
of the questions we asked the workers, "Are you a member of the
trade union? the young lady said, "Yes # am.W "Dose that a.-ply
to the rest of the workers here?" , no some were not. "What are
the benefits enjoyed by the workers for being members of the trade
union?" "The benefits are not limited to the members of the
trade ulon, they benefit all’the workers exceot that the members
of the trade union were responsible to d!scu~s the relations betwe
the management, ®te~f and the workers and also In respect of the
Individual cases. xhe> fljced time rates for ****** varrylng
grades of labour. Ahe trade union rr>/nlsation administers social
Insurance disabilities, aiaturnety assistance, culture and sports

activities to discuss means and vays f Increasing production.

Our next visit was a theatre **** whera *e saw a play

depicting Ufa In a raitf********* jgj_jor ne'er t e “zarlst regime

/s scon as the delgates a peered on th oeic—ny, there was a grea

oration and excitement ol the audience, “urlng tte Intarvnl,

nary pushed their way through to shake hands, they v.«<re ver> kind

Indeed, ‘here was a great understanding between the and th*
—lddle East delegation as many spoke the dialect which art* d [o|
be understood by tha delegates from Iraq and Lebanon. De night

when we were discussing our experiences In the country, 1 askad

tha following questions: "What ware the reasons for your count—
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" f«f tTtPWIBTCW AT 8OVTKT IDUCATIQMAL IHSTITUTIOHS.

A f«(} daya afUr Mr. ¥.H. Similar*!mall Bhoola and | had
0
arrived j&4Moooow in Jovamber 1953, we want to aee Lomonoeov
Uaiverelty. Towering »Ttr Meaoow an the Lemin Hill* la thia

magnificent edlfloe of education.

A» we walked through eome of the thirty—-two floor* of tho
Univeralty, It waa olaar to me that thia giant building auet
bora 91M out of the baat in Soviet science, Architecture and
daoaratlTe art. Saoh floor added to the eomfc rt and aplaodour
which had appeared 00 completa in the prevloua ana. On the
thirty—aaoond floor waa the aail A mueeu«l I rawz.ber that it
atruck me aa atrange at firat, but than | thought that there

waa no reaaoa why the 0011 ahould not be elevated to the hlgheat

paint in human life*

The fir”~ fine atructure of the Univeralty derived ite
handeomenoaa from the blending of material from almost all parte
and Republlea of the Soviet union- Georgian marble, Ukrainian
ceramic*— and eo the Univeralty eeama to have been carved, wtafnr&
and built by the heads,oraft and anerglee of thousande of
80viet workere, tomeT\INhom were working thousande of mi\lee eway
from Meacow* Just aa the material oonatituenta of the univeralty
tfee human oompoaition too ~ the atudente and lecturera— came

from the different Republic# of the U.S.S.R. The Univdraity

therefore, reflected the unity of Bovlet creative work, and tho

eollective enjoyment of the fruits of that work. this huge
generous institution faacinated me, | met the atudente and envied
them.

After a while, we walked Into one of the ohees—-rooma to
raat and to write our notea. A man walked up to me with a port-
able reoordlng maohlno and asked me if | would coasent on the

Univeralty for Moacow Radio. It was the wrong time to aek me

............. to apeak



i G
*e All "V laprosaions wwre than merely whirl of fsNIMUoo

u 4 aflalration whloh had 4r«ra«4 ay power of coherent epeeoh.

ma Will to NON ay diffioulty and ho told bo that I ooold wake
ay ooaaeats after tho tour of tho UUiveralty. My eondition oftor
tho tour was ao bottor. Aa ho oaae to aa again, | bodo o groat
offort to hold a few oohoroot sentences reedy for tho ilwopttoni,
hut | knew that |I would ho unhappy to hoar thea roprodueod over
tho radio. I waa greatly relieved whoa ho apologised and told
wo that ooaething had gone wrong with tho rooording machine* and
aricod ao if ho oould ooao to tho hotol for tho interview. I
eagerly ooooptod hia apology and aado tho neoees ary appointment.
I noodod tho diotouoo away froa that imposing building to arrange

a/ impressions* and tiae to find ay words*

Outside ths University, there were many people strolling
around tho it and obviously admiring it. Many ware taking
snaps of it, and others were having their nap* taken with the
University aa a background, and others again, were looking down
towarda tho City, where the old yellow buildings of the Mosoow
University from which this giant roso, still stood in Mokhovaya
* treet. Our interpreter# Comrade Sonia, told ue that those were
some of the aany visitors who cmne from all ovar the Soviet union

to viait tho Metropolis* and to see their new university.

J

Ths Soviet people were rlghly proud and Jealous of their
splendid gift to their children. Highlly proud, becauss it wae
part of that undeniable change and rise of the living standards
and conditions in ths Soviet Union, which one oannot honestly
fail to notice* It is also a lasting expression of the Soviet
peoples desire to develop the creative abilities of thstr youth
under the moeStimulating and comfortable conditions. Rightly
jealoue* because it refloats thslr constructive peaceful effort*
which some war—-crazy destruotlve maniac might destroy with a single

bomb.

¥e were also invited to go to a Girl*e fellddle Sohool in



e sukurb of AXUr a abort dia”aalen of the principles

of SoTlot Iducatloa, with ths principal la box office, Ao Wok

ul round the olasarosaa* It aaa break* and the girls in thair

bream frocka and white plnaxoroa were strolling arm—ia—-ai*|]l in
paire. This no langor looked strange to me, although Z was

aurprlaod that tho children alao roaortod to this fora of relaxation,

I had aeon* and Joined audianoea at theatrea in koaoow, in whst

lhad learned to be a rery effective and refreshing for* of rslsxati<

between soanea. We aatohed tho children for a few eeoonds, / A

few of the* noticed us# they bsamed and nudged their neighbours,

and the orderly etroll broke into diaorder and buret towards ue.

Vo aere flooded with small hands — excitedly ahaking cure, and

pinning Komsomol badgea on our lapela. Amidst the excited

gusstions | caught a fea in Biglish, | inasdiately turned and r

replied th*t we were from South Africa. My reply brought a fresh

outburet of excitement whioh however, changed quickly into a

etring of questions whioh sore put to ao through those who knew

English, anc* who alao interpreted ay auewars.

The School bell rang, and 1 could aee the dieappointaent on

ohildreftk facee. A few girls walked towards the principal and

spoke to her. The Frinoipal then told us that the girls had a

asked her to invite us to speak to them in their hall.

Bhoola then addresssd ths children. In silence they listened

to the suffering of the majority of the children in South Africa.,

and they cheered the nessBge of goodwill and friendship whioh we

conveyed on behalf of our children. In reply, a young girl of

about fourteen years told us that they were rery sorry to he'ir

of the suffering of the children in South Africa. The condition

of the children in South Africe was similar to that of ths childrn

,t th. Ra.rt.0 pwpl. b.for. Ul. R.TOlutlon In 19X7. tut their

fathera and -other, had “ m“ *» b*d dl,d 10 ord,r U" t

tb.ir ohlldreo -ay 11T. . happy IIf.. She had do doubt

Mid, that ju.t a. th. SeTiet pioneer. (children) .0. UT.d aud

(rm up happily. *> would th. South Alrtoan pleneere, alao be



fr.. fro« their pr»>«nt »l»ery on. day aud U r. a happy lif«.
I ... d..ply mor.d by th. .Impl. and y.t profound oh.ll.ng. thl.
child sad* to the msthere and father'a in South Africa,

Ve aang the International Youth eoug, and although thaj aang
in Ruaeian and we in Inglish. thara waa daap hanaony, and | fait

united with thalr innocent hearte,

[ Axerb *Jin Paojla'a Republic wo apant an evening at a Pioneegj
Palca. Aa wo antarod the palace, we aaw an Orohaatra of ohlldran
ranging fro«L tan to flftaan year*. Little girla in ballet frock*
atood nearby. When the children n« us, th*y etopped playing,
aud could no longer pay attention to their conductor. ~a walk*d
ut through crowde of children.

We "*re inlormea that there were 150 different drclee,
ranging from Illoser collecting to aetronomere, and a child could
Join any on* of the**.

In the HIlstory circl* a boy of about 12 years ahowed ua round
hi* picturea oi the life of Lanin which h* had collected, and
told u. bri*fly about Lenin’. lifa. In th* ahip-.odalling circl.
a boy of about 15 ya.r, ahowed ua hie radio— controlled model,and

ha told ua that tha following year ha vaa goig to the Ship building

Collage at Leningrad. Sext to the ahip modelling oirol* waa
tha Radio circle. I waa amased to find youth betw**n th* ag*e
of tw*lr* and *ixL**n constructing 5 valred sets. I resieaber

oonfeasing to the* that although | had done tha theory of wireless

in Physio* at th* Universityt | had u*Ter gone beyond *ss*abling

a on*—rulvo a*t.

After ***ing th* *strono»ioal oirols in wtaioh we saw tha

ky au<|] .U r. r.produood tn 4th. uud. of , h«I*h.rlcaX do..,

.tid young astronoa.re p..ring through t«l.scop.,, .. ..r. tnriltt.d
to the childtsn*s Th*atrs by tha cultural circl ss.
Ws~sst™th* Mall chairs, aaongst th* children and vs were

fully snter teined by a variety programme of folk ausic sad fslk

4— s*s#» and atuasfaw



dancing and aQ axtract froa -Swan Lake-.

Th. flon..r. p.1.0. !'. th, , lasitm of OhlldraO( but
It 1. not . klngdoa .f dITDr0. 4 uf< N h>
*JUult. It 1. . KIng4o. fuU of th, rsallti, #f for ~
ohlldp willoh unr.u. and d.,, lop. or..Ur. aMUUe< of »
ohud. Lit. for th. Sorl.i ohUOr.n, Uk. IIf. to. th. Sort.t

P*«Pl« 1* full of unlimited thrilla.
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