
A statement by the End Conscription Com m i 1.1 p. e

13 r S ^ ° fW«Si:UbliC 23 years of 9ro w i n 9 militarism.
The X V  risen more'than fifty fold to nearly R4 billion.

of t h g ^ D F  ^h^s increased from lo 000 volunteers to 100 000

conscripts. J^ru-fe^e this will expand still further with the extension

of conscription to coloured and indian youth. And violence on our

sub-continent continues to escalate. 
t

As Republic Day approaches it is therefore appropriate that we (*.\x'

here to speak of building peace. Opposing militarism and conscription 

is a vita 1 component of building peace at home.

^ h e  End Conscription Committee unites 19 organisations to call for
\) (L

an end to conscription. stands in solidarity with UDF and all-fix^ 

organisations taking a strong stand on the tissue, j

We say NO to conscription because conscription does not resolve 

violent conflict in our society. It makes it worse. For the conflict 

does not stem from some external communist-inspired "total onslaught" 

Rather there -is a civil war engendered by., a p o l i t i c a l  system which 

denies most South Africans basic political and human rights.

Attempts to stop this conflict by increasing conscription and 

military expenditure only result in escalating violence, and further 

division in our country. Conflict is resolved and a just peace 

^^istitued by dismantling this apartheid system and recognising all 1 

South Africans as full citizens.
✓ " ,

We say No to conscription because it helps prolong the wjr in Namibia. 

South Africa's continued occupation of that country i s n l T e n a l ^ a n S  V s A 

a cause of the war. The Catholic and Anglican bishops, The Namibian 

Council of Churches, the SACC and many other church and human rights 

groups have called for the withdrawal of South African troops, frrr—  

the-speedy implementation of UN resolution 335 and. the holding of free 

and_fair elections s o . t h a t t h e j p e o p l e  of Hamibia can determine their 

own future. We endorse this. Let there be an end to the war. Let ther> 

be an end to the loss of life, the'ma i m i n g s , the psychological damage 

-and fc-Ue— d^s-trru-c t-i-o-n . \

1KS) Ccafed.___

J



li/e say PJO to conscription because it violates a human right-.-- the 

right of any individual to refuse in conscience to render military 

natiomU. service and be granted instead a non-military alternative. 

Present conscription does nrjt recognize this right. -irTs't'Facj it 

pushing!feany young South Afxlcans inj^ex .i le or prison .

We say NO to conscription because of its symbolic effect. Conscription 

conditions us to accept ever higher'defence budgets at the expense o f  

better housing, equal education, less poverty.

Conscription conditions us to accept the intrusion of the military 

into all areas of life- our schools, the media, even to the highest 

levels of political decision making.

Conscription conditions us to accept d e s t a b i l i ^ a t ^ o n , into

N e i g h b o u r i n g  countries, war in Namibia, Koevoet^ army resettlement

ê sBfrs ungue_s t i.orvi-ngi-y .
\i -

There are many questions to be asked. Yet we^are hot allowed to ask 

' them freely. Why? Why the defence Vet that makes accurate reporting 

of military matters impossible? Why the secret invasions of^Ancjola, 

the secretive State Security Council, secret funds? Why are all the 

publications :tbat question the role of the military banned? Why the 

flood of army propoganda? ~ ■- "

The people of South Africa uant peace - peace that begins at home not 

in London or in KomatipoortlH^he people of; South Africa shall hsive the 

^^their peace. Let us work towards that day. Let us build a new South 

Africa - a South Africa that does not have to defend itself from its 

own daughters and sons with the_most powerful military machine in
✓

Africa. -

\
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y ^  . aj*e_ reJuSQL £> / / ^ u d k k ^ ^  ih j / ^

~ h ---- pr*>~KS+  ^ M a B PT- k<SLAu<^ J

i / l  <J7 <LA<JL- ^ A j c <  u J  h ^ j q  & C s-frc J-r  cJtlcA  r c A ^ L o y J - __________
jjy  o ^ e  I “  V

d U x c A ^  t, C'̂ m A.— ^  < P ^ p -u r-v ^  & S j£ t̂  C 'u ^j -

& Y \A ^U ~7<-LL^*^h  1 >̂ ic ^ ^ U c U ^ J <3 . Jj>C C l (Jz^LA_Jls ____________

- f \jT \C C \ ^

Sd I ^CjX^IccsV^Z— (TV- &~LK- -fo Â'k*. C
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JcrrCCcL "fc ^ L aJ o > ^tta. A 5"Uhsg&y\s b*C£^,

o ^ p  f ^ ~  p c T U -O L  ^ 6 v  r^ c -L < r c rK

jT-dpnT^S.̂ 'icAV 1 rf L /u r x _ s ^ - j)  ^ t^ o { s L ^ J ~ ^

f̂kjL̂ -K. j& c u ^ tXj u  w=<^

£ C C  ko(A4iss-e<o i t<

tu^-> ^j&S\Jur Lti-C . Sccou^Qfi^

L-ft— 1$£sAs'\A—L‘"C_ vJyC^^- T A_JL ^CyL-H-V--A1_/vAJ2_>x-̂ -— Ĉ--kZ3'l f̂~̂ Q. S
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St a t e m e n t  by t h e end c o n s c r i p t i o n c o m m i t t e e 2/4/85

South Africa is facing a Civil War.

The massacre of mourners in Uitenhage is the latest of 
a grim toll of violence killing our country.

We believe this conflict between township residents and 
the security forces is rooted in the unj’.;s; discrimi
natory practices of this government.

Peace can only come through the building of a democratic, 
non-racial, undivided South Africa.

We demand «n immediate stop to etote violence.

We demand that the army and the police force stop implementing 
indefensible state policies.

We demand the abolishian of all apartheid laws.

We demand the release of security detainees and negotia
tions with the silenced leaders of our people.

We demand that the government stop conscripting young 
South Africans into a war of its own making.

We demand the cancellation of the July call-up.

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND.
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PRESS STATEMENT

In supporting the campaign to end military conscription I wish to articulate 

the rapidly growing voice of resistance to and rejection of the SADF as 

"defender" of all the people of this country and of Christian standards.

What is abundantly clear to the vast majority of Black people in S.A. is 

that the SADF is concerned only with the defense of the interests of the 

white Nationalist government and of those who support them and help to 

maintain their power. The chiefs of the SADF have sworn to support and 

protect this government and its policies.

With the enforcement of the New Constitution and Tricameral system the ex

tension of conscription to 'coloureds' and 'indians' has been put high on 

the agenda.

What this in fact means is that people who are the victims of grossly un 

Christian and inhumane policies will be told to help defend and thereby 

prolong their subjugation and suffering. To expect coloureds and indian 

youth to willingly support Apartheid and become the agents of their own 

oppression, is to insult their intelligence and integrity.

Our people have not been taken in by the pathetically embarrassing attempts 

of the SADF to win their support with their 'hearts and minds' campaign.

They recognize it for being 'soft attack' to insiduously destroy their 

resistance and woo their loyalty. We do not forget that the very arms 

which hold our children up before TV cameras hold assault rifles pointed 

at people in our communities at this very moment. One need only refer to 

the statement of the minister of Law and Order over the weekend with regard 

to SADF and SAP co-operation and the fact at this very hour SADF troops

are/.



are patrolling the streets of Soweto. Such is the extent of the 

militarization of our society. The concept of making S.A. safe for 

our children as expounded by the Nationalists, is in effect making 

S.A. safe for white children. By the conscription of coloureds and indians, 

a new frontline will be created, which will serve as a buffer behind 

which the safe development of whites may continue. The implications 

and awful potential of this is that what we shall in fact be seeing more 

of is confrontation between Black SADF troops and Black communities.

This is of course in essence what would serve those in power best, the 

breakdown of Black solidarity and community.

This, together with the moral indefensibility of the system on Christian 

and humane grounds, makes conscription of coloureds and indians fundamently 

unacceptable.

REV. CANON COLIN JONES 

CHAPLAIN UWC

8 OCTOBER 1984
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