
THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS ARE STILL TO BE WRITTEN:

1. ENTERTAINMENT AND EDUCATION.

How the detainees organised themselves to pass the time - 
plays and drama* staged by the men at Pretoria - the school 
at Durban with Principal and Vice-Principal and classes 
from literacy to matric. - play-readings - the celebration 
of national days - the intense interest in studying - the 
discussions held by the men in Rooi Hell

2. INTERROGATIONS

Most detainees were eventually called before the Security 
Police for interrogation. Large sections refused to answer 
questions; others did, many believing that they had no 
alternative. How they were handled by the police, the 
type of questions asked, and the reaction of various 
groups to the interrogations

3. PRISON CONDITIONS

All detainees witnessed something of the conditions of ordinary 
prisoners, several saw assaults by warders, some received 
secret letters from convicts disclosing terrible treatment and 
conditions. This section will be made up of what detainees 
observed of life in prison for the ordinary convict, beatingsr 
and lashes, etc. ^

4."THE GERMS NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD"

so remarked a doctor-detainee. The medical attention detainees 
received was incredibly poor, the prison doctors indifferent. 
Prison officials showed the utmost indifference and callousness 
to illness on the part of prisoners - "let him die!" a warder 
remarked when detainees summoned him to get help from a man 
gasping with asthma spasms. Doctors ignored dirt, lack of 
hygiene, primitive conditions. "Medical treatment in gaol is 
wishful thinking," wrote one detainee. "If you get ill, you 
can only pray to get well again."

5- KXXIKB NTLSTROOM
What happened to the 8 women who were moved to Nylstroom a new 
"model" gaol, completely different from the others, where they 
lived, as they said, "like birds in a gilded cage."

6. THE CHILDREN'S VISIT

How our children were brought to see us for half-an-hour, and 
how the visit affected them and us.

7- THE MIMOSA TREE

How we spent the rest of our detention at Pretoria "sitting a 
knitting". Release, conditions of release that amounted to 
house arrest, and how it felt to be out.



THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS ARE STILL TO BE WRITTEN:

1. ENTERTAINMENT AND EDUCATION.

How the detainees organised themselves to pass the time - 
plays and dramas staged by the men at Pretoria - the school 
at Durban with Principal and Vice-Principal and classes 
from literacy to matric. - play-readings - the celebration 
of national days - the intense interest in studying - the 
discussions held by the men in Rooi Hell

2. INTERROGATIONS

Most detainees were eventually called before the Security 
Police for interrogation. Large sections refused to answer 
questions; others did, many believing that they had no 
alternative. How they were handled by the police, the 
type of questions asked, and the reaction of varioas 
groups to the interrogations

3. PRISON CONDITIONS

All detainees witnessed something of the conditions of ordinary 
prisoners, several, saw assaults by warders, some received 
secret letters from convicts disclosing terrible treatment and 
conditions. This section will be made up of what detainees 
observed of life in prison for the ordinary convict, beatings 
and lashes, etc.

*f."TTIE GERMS NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD”

so remarked a doctor-detainee. The medical attention detainees 
received was incredibly poor, the prison doctors indifferent. 
Prison officials showed the utmost indifference and callousness 
to illness on the part of prisoners - "let him die!’1 a warder 
remarked when detainees summoned him to get help from a man 
gasping with asthma spasms. Doctors ignored dirt, lack of 
hygiene, primitive conditions. "Medical treatment in gaol is 
wishful thinking," wrote one detainee. "If you get ill, you 
can only pray to get well agAin."

5. XXXISB NYLSTROOM

What happened to the 8 women who were moved to Nylstroom a new 
"model" gaol, completely different from the others, where they 
lived, as they said, "like birds in a gilded cage."

6. THE CHILDREN'S VISIT

How our children were brought to see us for half-an-hour, and 
how the visit affected them and us.

7. THE MIMOSA TREE

How we spent the rest of our detention at Pretoria "sitting and 
knitting". Release, conditions of release that amounted to 
house arrest, and bop it felt to be out.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: A3299  
Collection Name:    Hilda and Rusty BERNSTEIN Papers, 1931-2006  
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher:  Historical Papers Research Archive 
Collection Funder:  Bernstein family 
Location:  Johannesburg 

©2015 
 

 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 
People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 
This document is part of the Hilda and Rusty Bernstein Papers, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


