
M I N U T E S  O F  TH E  M E E T I N G  OF T H E  B R O A D  F O R U M  O F  G R O U P S  I N V O L V E D  IN 
A N T I—M I L I T A R I S A T I O N  WORK, H E L D  ON 2 8 T H  M A R C H ,  1989

PRE S E N T :  C o n s c r i p t i o n  A d v i c e  S e r v i c e  ( C A S ) C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c 
t o r s  S u p p o r t  Gr o u p  ( C O S G ) , E C C  C a r e t a k e r  C o m m i t t e e ,  I n s t i t u t e  -for 
a D e m o c r a t i c  A l t e r n a t i v e  f or S o u t h  A f r i c a (I D A S A ) , A n g l i c a n  J u s 
t i c e  and R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  S u p p o r t  G r o u p ,  R e l i g i o u s  S o c i e t y  of 
F r i e n d s  (Quakers), D i a k o n i a  , D u r b a n ,  P r o g r e s s i v e  F e d eral P a r t y ,  
N a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v e r s  G r o u p  (NCSG)

R E P O R T S :

1. C A S  will be m e e t i n g  on 3 r d  April in th e  D i a k o n i a  m e e t i n g  
r o o m  for c o u n s e l o r s  t o  d i s c u s s  cas e s .  A n y o n e  w e l c o m e  a l 
t h o u g h  no t  an o p e n  m e e t i n g .  3r d  A u g u s t  is a s i g n i f i c a n t  
d a t e  and o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  to m a r k  it ap- 
pro p r i  a t e l y .

2. T h e  m e e t i n g  w as i n f o r m e d  t h a t  E C C  h a s  g o n e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l !! 
T h e  l o g o  is b e i n g  u s e d  by an o r g a n i s a t i o n  in G e r m a n y  w h i c h  
t r a n s l a t e d  is " i n i t i a t i v e  a g a i n s t  c o n s c r i p t i o n " .

3. Cosg C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  in D u r b a n  on 1 0 - 1 2  M a r c h  was well a t 
t e n d e d  w ith m a n y  n e w  i d e a s  f o r t h c o m i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  r e p r e 
s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  of C O ’s as well as s u p p o r t e r s .  
D i s c u s s i o n s  on h o w  t o  s u p p o r t  C O 's b o t h  in p r i s o n  and in a l 
t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  w e r e  t h e r e f o r e  i n f o r m a t i v e  and h e l p f u l .  
At t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  COSGrwas c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  a N a t i o n a l  O r 
g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h  is c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i v e  in J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  
D u r b a n  and C a p e  Town p l u s  " f l e d g l i n g "  g r o u p s  in E a s t e r n  
C a p e ,  P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g , P r e t o r i a  an d  P o r t  Elizab e t h .

Ivan T o m s  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  s u p p o r t  g r o u p  fast on t h e  f i r s t  
T u e s d a y  of e v e r y  m o n t h  s t a r t i n g  at 8 . 0 0  p m  and e n d i n g  on 
W e d n e s d a y  at 8 . 0 0  pm. It w a s  s u g g e s t e d  that o t h e r  o r g a n i s a 
t i o n s  mi g h t  l ike to j o i n  in b r e a k i n g  th e i r  fast w i t h  a b r i n g  
and s h a r e  supper.
15th M a y  will be I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C O S  d a y  and t h i s  y e a r  th e  
f o c u s  will be on S o u t h  A f r i c a .  C0S<5rgroup will be m e e t i n g  
e v e r y  W e d n e s d a y  for p l a n n i n g  of e v e n t s  for this time. A ny 
i d e a s  w o u l d  be w e l c o m e  a n d  for f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on m e e t 
i n g s  to be held p h o n e  8 4 7284.

4. W o m e n  A g a i n s t  War E v a l u a t i o n  w a s  a t t e n d e d  by o n l y  10 w o m e n  
m o s t  of w h o m  w e r e  m e m b e r s  of B l a c k  Sash. In v i e w  of t h i s  an 
o p e n  i n v i t a t i o n  w a s  e x t e n d e d  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  to join 
an ad hoc w o r k i n g  g r o u p  f o r m e d  by Bl a c k  S a s h  to deal 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  th e  q u e s t i o n  of mi 1 i t i a r i s a t i o n .

5. A l t e r n a t i v e  S e r v i c e  F o r u m  are p r e s e n t l y  p l a n n i n g  a S e m i n a r .

6. P F P  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t t a c h e d .

7. At t h i s  po i n t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r o s e  a s  t o  h o w  to c r e a t e  an o n 

n n

451. 3 '?

g o i n g  a w a r e n e s s  of th e  s i t u a t i o n  of COs. It w a s  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  wa y  w o u l d  b e  to u s e  e x i s t i n g  d a t e s  
an d  o c c a s i o n s  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  a r o s e  an d  t o  o r g a n i s e  f u n c t i o n s  
a r o u n d  these. A l s o  to i n f o r m  m e d i a  b y  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  p r e s s  
e t c .

8. S aul B a t z o f f e n  will be g o i n g  on t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  of h i s  
t r i a l  on t h e  12th April and m e m b e r s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  u p h o l d  
hi m.

9. In a f i n a l  g e n e r a l  s h a r i n g  th e  f o r u m  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
g e n e r a l l y  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  s h a r i n g  of i n f o r m a t i o n  f a c i l i t a t e d  
b y  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s .  It w a s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a d e f i n i t e  
s t r e n g t h  f r o m  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  grou p .  A l b e r t  N o l a n ' s  b o o k  
"God in S o u t h  A f r i c a "  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  as e n l i g h t e n i n g  r e a d i n g .

Th e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  will be h e l d  on t h e  2 5 t h  April 1989 a t  5 . 0 0  p m  
at t h e  s a m e  venue. C h a i r p e r s o n  - B e a t r i c e .  M i n u t e  T a k e r  - 
R o b .
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(1) reiterates its belief that the defence of a post-apartheid 

free democratic South Africa can most efficiently be undertaken 

by a strong, non-racial, motivated, well-trained and well- 

equipped Defence Force consisting of a professional standing 

Defence Force backed up by volunteer reserves;

(2) believes that military conscription should be phased 

out, inter alia

(a) it applies at present only to white, male citizens 

thus placing an inequitable burden on this group;

(b) it is neither politically desirable nor practically 

feasible to extend conscription to other sections 

of the population;

(c) it is a wasteful and inefficient means of recruiting 

manpower, and damaging to the economy;

(d) it disrupts family lives and careers; and

(e) promotes the braindrain from South Africa.

(3) further believes that until the system of compulsory 

military conscription has been phased out, the right of 

individuals who object to military conscription, to perform 

specified alternative service on application, should be 

recognized. To ensure adequate numbers of recruits, 

disincentives in the form of extra service may have to be
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instituted for those applying for such alternative service. 
This service ought to be productive, and, where possible, 
should make use of the qualifications and experience of the 

individual concerned.

Pro p o s e d : Mr. B. Goodall 

S econded: Mrs. H. Suzman M.P.

Amendments were proposed and seconded
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