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Housing like this for the Coloureds?

National Conference Against 
Bantu Education—April 19th

Special Interview With A.N.C. Secretary-General
JOHANNESBURG.—THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE AGAINST BANTU EDU

CATION THAT HAS BEEN CONVENED BY THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
IS TO TAKE PLACE IN PORT ELI2V\BETH ON APRIL 9.

THIS CONFERENCE WILL BE OPENED BY PROFESSOR Z. K. MATTHEWS.
A preliminary meeting will be held in Johannesburg. This meeting 

on April 1 will hold discussions on methods of lighting Bantu education. 
After the Port Elizabeth conference another conference of Transvaal 
bodies, to discuss the carrying out of the Port Elizabeth decisions, is to 

he organised.

This is a street in Moroka Township where Johannesburg Africans live in a group area. If the zoning 
proposals in the Cape go through, the Coloured people will be driven from their homes. Without money 

to build, the only answer is squatters’ towns like those in Johannesburg.

“ DEFEAT GROUP AREAS PLAN!”

Thousands to make Representations
CAPE TOWN.—The injustice of any attempt to zone the Cape Peninsula into group 

areas is pointed out forcefully in the memorandum submitted this week to the Land Tenure 
Advisory Board by the Group Areas Co-ordinating Committee and other organisations.
RACIAL ZONING WII.L CAUSE HARDSHIP TO ALL PEOPLE 

OF THE PENINSULA IN THAT IT WILL DISPLACE THOUSANDS 
OF FAMILIES WHICH HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR GENERA
TIONS, THE MEMORANDUM DECLARES.

Outlining the people’s objections | Commitlcc gained a powerful
supporter when the Wynberg Civic 
Association decided to co-operate 
with the Committee in the future.

to the whole principle of the Group j 
Areas Act, the memorandufn main- j 
tains that no one should be thrown |
out of their homes and that the | decision was announced by
position be left as it is. [ chairman of the Association,

The collection of individual j Mr. W. J. Herbert, at a very well 
signatures to the circular letter of ! attended meeting in the Wynberg 
objection to the Land Tenure | Sports Ground last Thursday night. 
Board was meeting with a very | this meeting there were also 
good response, Dr. R. E. van der | jpjv^j^ers from the Moslem associ- 
Ross, the committees chairman, I represent the three
told New Age. ; mosques in W^ynberg, namely, Mr.

THOUSANDS OF REPRESEN- | Albertus and Imam Tofie. Mr.
TATIONS ! Ramsdale represented the Lans-

J i downe Ratepayers’ Association and 
Today, March 31, is the last day i £  jvfaurice spoke for the Wyn- 

on which representations may be Association,
submitted to the Board, and mem
bers and supporters of the commit- The resolution adopted declared 
tee made a special house-to-house that the meeting was against any 
drive for signature*; over the week- representations to the Board which 
end. It is expected that thousands asked for separate zoning, and Mr. 
will be handed in. Herbert assured the audience that

In this letter people affected de- his association would now go ahead 
dare their opposition to the prin- with submitting a memorandum to 
ciple of group areas: record that that effect to the Board. In reply to 
they have always lived in harmony a question he also stated that they 
with members of other race groups ' would in futur.e co-operate with the 
and affirm their conviction that Group Areas Co-Ordinating Corn- 
zoning into group areas will lead to . mittee.
racial friction. fund-raising section of the

The past week has also seep a campaign has also been busy and a 
further number of protest meet- very successful bazaar was held by 
ings throughout the Peninsula and : the women’s group id Southfield l^st 
jbe Group pp^Ordindtlng 1 $aturday.

CAPE YOUTH 
FESTIVAL

CAPE TOWN.
The Cape Festival of Youth 

for Peace, Friendship and Racial 
Harmony will be held in the 
Cape Peninsula over the Easter 
week-end—from Saturday, April 
9, to Monday, April 11.

At this festival young people of 
all races will meet on the basis 
of friendship and eqqality to 
take part in sports and cultural 
programmes.

Among the cultural items 
scheduled to take place over the 
week-end is a performance by a 
Cape Town ballet company and 
a demonstration-lecture on ballet. 
There will also be a full-length 
concert of African and Coloured 
choirs and soloists, as well as 
comic sketches and turns.

Two youth forums will be held. 
There will be weight-lifting, 
and body-building exhibitions. 
On the sports side, soccer, 
cricket and handball matches 
have been arranged.

Other enjoyable items on the 
programme for the week-end in
clude a braaivleis and dancing.

There will also be a perman
ent cultural exhibition on view.

All are welcome at this camp, 
the organisers told New Age. 
Transport leaves Fish lloek 
Station all day Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday for Festival Farm.m

In  a special interview with Mr. 
O. Tambo, Secretary General of 
the African National Congress, 
New Age put to him questions on 
the purposes of the meeting. Here 
they are, with Mr. Tambo’s replies: 

#  What do you hope will be 
the result of the Port Elizabeth 
Conference?
Reply: A united declaration of 

opposition to Bantu Education and 
concrete plans for the co-ordina
tion of the efforts of the organi
sations fighting it.

S.A. Journalists 
Protest

CAPE TOWN.
A resolution condemning the 

banning of Advance was 
adopted unanimously at the 
35th annual congress of the 
South African Society of 
Journalists held in Cape Town 
over the week-end.

The resolution declared that 
congress condemned the prin
ciple by which the Govern
ment is empowered to ban 
newspapers witiiout giving any 
reasons and without giving re
course to appeal through the 
courts, such as happened to 
Advance, which was banned 
by notice in the Government 
Gazette.

#  What Should be the role in
this campaign of such bodies as 
advisory boards, trade unions, 
churches and so on?
Reply: These are all bodies

which have independently decided 
to oppose Bantu Education and 
which have in some cases resolved 
on positive lines of action.

Much could be achieved by the

combined expression of opposition 
to Bantu Education, an opportun
ity for which will be provided by 
the forthcoming Port Elizabeth 
conference. The campaign would 
certainly yield speedy results if 
every organisation were to fight 
Bantu Education in some positive 
and practical way, intensify activ
ity within its own sphere and act 
jointly with the other bodies on 
an agreed plan of co-ordination 
and in pursuance of the common 
goal — the complete withdrawal of 
children which could ensure the 
defeat of Bantu Education.

#  What emphasis do you place 
on the call to parents not to 
take seats on the new school 
committees being set up?
Reply: Every African parent has 

a vital duty not to participate or 
assist in any way in the adminis
tration of a  system specially de
vised for our ultim ate ruin. The 
boycott of school committees is an 
esssential part of the struggle 
against Bantu Education and is 
the special task of the parents.

#  What role can teachers play 
in the campaign against the 
Bantu Education Act?
Reply: The position of teachers 

is a particularly difficult one be
cause they can only oppose Bantu 
Education a t the risk of imme
diately ceasing to be teachers. In 
sofar as they are not prepared to 
take this risk their role would be 
to refrain from doing anything 
calculated to undermine or ob
struct the national struggle against 
Bantu Education—to support Ban
tu Education would be unforgiv
able.

THEY DO NOT REPRESENT 
OUR WORKERS!

S.A.C.T.U. Protests To I.L.O. About 
Apartheid Delegates

JOHANNESBURG.
rp H E  NEWLY-FORMED CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS DOES 
^  NOT REGARD THE SOUTH AFRICAN DELEGATES APPOINTED 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION AS TRULY 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL WORKERS IN THIS COUNTRY.

S.A.C.T.U. has stated this in a letter to the Secretary for Labour, 
pointing out that both the nominees, Messrs. Bennet and McCormick, 
represent organisations which specifically exclude African trade unions. 
This is in conflict with the principles of the I.L.O.

Committee pointing out to these 
bodies that while it is firm on the 
point that African trade unionists 
must be enabled to take part in the 
choice of South Africa’s workers’ 
representatives, it hopes that it will 
have the co-operation of these bodies 
in this matter on future occasions.

To the I.L.O. at Geneva S.A.C.T.U. 
has sent a copy of its letter to the 
Secretary for Labour, adding that 
both the delegate and adviser 
appointed this year by the Minister 
qf Labqur belong to co-ordinating 
bodies which specifically exclude 
African trade unions; and that 
S.A.C.T.U. is the only trade unioq 
federatiofj ^hich no colour har

S.A.C.T.U. says in its letter that 
as it was Only recently formed it 
could not be consulted in the matter 
of the appointment of representa
tives “but we wish to make it clear 
that we shall in future insist on our 
right to be consulted in the matter 
of the appointment of South Afri
can workers’ representatives to the 
I.L.O., as we appear to be the only 
trade union co-ordinating body in 
South Africa embracing all workers, 
irrespective of nationality, race or 
sex.”

S.A.C.T.U. has also written tp the 
S.A. Federation of Trade Unions, 
the S.A. Trade Union Council and 
the Railway Uhicihs’ pQqsijlt^tiYe
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LETTER BOX
DOCTORS NEGLECT 
AFRICAN PATIENTS

i^ H E  treatment of African 
patients by some European 

doctors is very unsatisfactory. 
Negligence and delay are very 
common. Patients are made to 
wait for hours outside, where 
there is no shelter or chairs.

A patient may visit the doctor 
while convalescent, but owing to 
the fact that he has been made to 
wait for a long time in the open, 
sitting on the wet ground, he will, 
by the time he comes back from 
the doctor, be worse than when 
he went. This is due to neglect and 
lack of reception-rooms for Afri
can patients.

A few European doctors who 
rnhintain they are good to the 
African people will use a garage 
as a reception-room, where a 
patient is likely to be for
gotten and made to wait for the 
whole day, as the garage is right 
at the back of the main building.

There are some cases when a 
number of African patients will 
be made to wait while the doctor 
is busy attending to a single Euro
pean patient. After he has finished 
examining this European patient 
thoroughly some more minutes will 
be spent in friendly conversation 
while poor African patients are 
kept waiting until lunch-time, 
when the doctor will tell them to 
come back at two o’clock. Most 
of the patients will remain there 
until two, as they travelled a long 
distance to the doctor.

1 wonder if the European doc
tors are aware of the fact that 
their business is dependent upon 
the Africans. Some of them will 
even go to the extent of refusing 
African patients, after they have 
been enriched by the very same 
Africans. Some will refuse calls to 
the location at night and on rainy 
days on the pretext that roads are 
bad in the location. This causes 
deaths due to lack of prompt treat
ment.

Fellow Africans, let us bear in 
mind that Europeans have been 
taught from childhood that “Char
ity begins at home.” This expres
sion is the root of apartheid. We 
all know, and have experienced, 
that a European shop assistant will 
never make the mistake of serving 
an African customer before a 
European. And so the doctors fol
low suit. But the fact remains that

When

NERVE
PAINS

strike!
Mag-Asplbrln is better. ItsdouNe 
action gives quick, safe relief. 
It calms nerve shock, gently 
Boothes away the pain in the 
affected nerves and restores 
health-giving sleep. Thousands 
of sufferers have found Magi 
Aspirin the ideal treatment for 
painful conditions like headache, 
bladder padn, earache, toothache, 
sore throat, sleeplessness and 
rheumatic pains.

fimC-RSPIBIfl
is not ordinary aspirin
Mas-Aspiria Pawden, t l -  per box. Atoo 
sed a b k  la Tahleto at 2 /S at aB fbcmlata

their trade is dependent on the 
vast majority of Africans. This, of 
course, they will not understand, 
because the ferocious and satanic 
apartheid serves as blinkers on 
their faces. As a result they will 
not see that South Africa’s econ
omic and industrial progress is 
retarded, and therefore is within 
an ace of death, because of apart
heid.

VUMA NKOSINKULU. 
Grahamstown.

"Police-boy" or Teacher
We are all enslaved in our 

fatherland. Irrespective of the fact 
that you are an M.A., a police- 
boy, a teacher or a doctor, if you 
are an African you are looked 
upon as inferiors by the Whites.

Let our slogan be—Freedom in 
our Life-time!

D. W. KHUNOU, 
Newclare, Johannesburg.

Correspondence 
Students Threatened

With the vicious throttling of 
education for the African by the 
Nationalist jingoes, we African 
students for external studies should 
not be caught napping.

One clause of the Bantu Edu
cation Act may in the ̂  twinkling 
of an eye stop independent insti
tutions from offering corresprond- 
ence courses to African external 
students and impose a fine of £50 
with the alternative of imprison
ment upon any such institutions.

I therefore call upon African 
students who take private studies 
to unite to form a mighty ariti- 
fascist movement in South Africa 
and to set their teeth against the 
crazy Nationalist inroad upon 
education.

C. L. MATIME, 
Kwa-Thema, Springs.

The Only Law
This is my complaint. We read 

in the newspapers about passes 
and the bad treatment of the 
Non-White people. The only law 
which works is that the Non-Euro
pean should be treated like a 
dumb animal.

If you say anything to a White 
man about it you are cast into 
prison. We have nothing. They 
have taken everything we pos
sessed. We have no cattle, sheep, 
goats or fields. We are hungry. We 
work from six in the morning to 
seven at night.

I want this to be voiced in 
Parliament.

I am enclosing 3s. 6d. for New 
Age. W. C. BOHOLO.
Delmas, Tvl.

(Translated from Sotho.)

Song of Freedom
Brother, hear the bugles calling; 
They are calling you and me. 
Sister, won’t you join us 
In the fight for liberty?
Brother, hear the bugles calling; 
They are calling us to fight. 
Sister, won’t you join us?
We stand for equal rights.
Brother, hear the bugles calling; 
They are calling you and me. 
Sister, come and join us 
In the fight for equality!

O. GOK.
Cape Town.

Children Herded 
Al Gun-poin!

It is more than two weeks that 
the Basutoland High School chil
dren have been without three of 
their teachers and have lost 160 
teaching periods.

Last week the children made a 
procession to the Education De
partment, one mile away from 
school. They carried a poster— 
“We Want Teachers.” At the De
partment the Director feared to 
meet the children. When the magi
strate tried to speak to the chil
dren they did not reply but 
pointed to their poster. The 
police were called.

Nearly 50 armed police and 
their commissioners and captains 
drove behind the children, who 
were returning to school on their 
own, stopping and singing at 
will. The police carried knob- 
kerries, batons, tear gas, tear gas 
guns, Sten guns and grenades.

It was an unprecedented and 
unwarranted show of arms against 
children. A large number of people 
—particularly women—^joined the 
procession.

When the special session of the 
National Council opened on the 
following day one of the council
lors said the president, who is the 
Resident Commissioner, was un
suitable to be chairman of the 
Council because he had driven 
school children with guns in the 
eyes of. their parents. I

As soon as the teachers were 
expelled the police were on them 
to serve them notices ta  leave 
the reserve in 48 hours. The 
teachers have appealed to the 
Resident Commissioner.

The discussion on the Moore 
Report in the National Council 
was very brisk. The councillors 
astounded the British Commis
sioners with their clearness and 
knowledge of their relationship 
with Britain. The first chapter, 
which is the basis of the report, 
was rejected by 73 votes to 2, with 
26 abstentions.

NTSU MOKHEHLE. 
Maseru, Basutoland.

EDITORIAL

Plain Speaking About Bantu
Education

III Sleep Anywhere"
A fortnight ago we published a 

report about Bethal leader J. T. 
Sibande, who has been banished 
from Bethal and separated from 
his family there.

The letter below shows that he 
has not lost his courage!

In Bethal the police wake the 
people up with torches during the 
night, search their kitchen 
dressers, ovens—and even look 
under their beds. All this is done 
in order to drive the fighting 
spirit of Chief Ntsibande out of 
the people.

When I was banned from the dis
trict for organising the Congress 
branch at Bethal to oppose this 
I asked the magistrate where and 
how I should go. He told me to 
buy a little ox-cart and travel in 
it, because no European would 
take me.

I did not buy a cart 'because 
it would need a horse. On whose 
ground could I feed a horse? So I 
rely on my feet. Now I am to be 
found along the footpaths, by 
the small rivers, and in the bushes.

Now the authorities are looking 
for me. The superintendent goes 
about asking the people for my 
address. But he need not ask fof 
street or house numbers. I have 
no house. I sleep anywhere.

It is very foolish for the super
intendent to think he can drive 
out all the members of the Afri
can National Congress from 
Bethal. Although he was once a 
policeman, he cannot be more 
clever than superintendents of 
other locations. Everywhere there 
are members of Congress.

G. T. SIBANDE. 
Somewhere, Tv|,

T i^ H E N  African school children 
go home for their holidays 

to-morrow they will leave for the 
last time the schools run by mis
sionaries and others, which, for 
all their shortcomings, aimed at 
giving them a general education 
in the universally understood 
meaning of the term. They will 
return on April 12 to institutions 
controlled by the Department of 
Native Affairs, in which increas
ingly, as Dr. Verwoerd’s sinister 
plans and curricula for “Bantu 
Education” are fulfilled, they are 
to be schooled and drilled in the 
soul-destroying lies of National
ism—apartheid, racial inferiority, 
baasskap and servitude.

The African National Congress 
would have failed in its duty to its 
people and to the country as a 
whole had it not decided to fight 
this wicked plan by every possible 
means. And, ultimately, there is 
only one means by which the 
voteless African people can de
feat Verwoerd’s plot against their 
children, and that is by parents 
withdrawing all their children from 
every school controlled by the 
N.A.D.

To this extent, then, we are in 
wholehearted agreement with the 
decision of last December’s 
national conference of the A.N.C. 
to call for a nation-wide boycott 
of these schools.

An Illusion
It is one thing, however, for 

the leaders of Congress to sit in 
conference and take a decision; it 
is quite another to carry it out. 
True enough, the majority of the 
people have the warmest sympathy 
with the A.N.C. and support its 
aims and objects. But it would be 
a foolish illusion to imagine that 
the people have yet reached a 
stage of national consciousness, 
discipline and organisation where 
it is enough for Congress to issue 
a call and the people would auto
matically respond.

Every decision requires hard, 
steady work, ceaseless explanation, 
thorough organisation before it 
can be put into effect. The idea 
that by April 1 enough such work 
would have been done to effect a 
complete boycott throughout the 
country, or to effect even a sub
stantial withdrawal of school chil
dren was, we believe, sadly mis
taken and bound to end in failure. 
Such failures do untold harm to 
the movement, for they undermine 
the confidence of the people in 
their leaders and cause defeatism 
and despair.

LOOKED AT FROM THIS 
POINT OF VIEW, THE DECI
SION TO WITHDRAW THE 
PROPOSED NATIONAL BOY
COTT ON APRIL 1 WAS A 
WISE ONE. UNFORTUN
ATELY, HOWEVER, THE NEW

In Theory and Practice
The formation last week of the 

S.A. Congress of Trade Unions is 
most inspiring and a vigorous blow 
to the deserters of the workers’ 
fundamental principles, and their 
compromising attitude towards the 
Government’s slavery laws.

The formation of such a body 
has been the dream of the op
pressed workers of South Africa. 
The formation of this body is not 
a spontaneous thing. It has long 
been the objective of the workers 
of this country to have an organi
sation with no colour bar in theory 
and in practice.

Let the workers of the so-called 
“still to decide affiliation unions” 
be reminded that that era is over.

Those who fail to support the 
new body are betraying their fel
low-workers.

D. F. MNCUBE. 
Hamanskraaj, Tyj.

DECISION SEEMS TO BE 
BASED ON PRECISELY THE 
SAME MISCONCEPTION OF 
THE REALITIES OF POLITI
CAL STRUGGLE AS BEFORE, 
FOR IT STILL TALKS IN 
TERMS OF “A DAY TO BE 
ANNOUNCED LATER—WHEN 
THE BOYCOTT “ WILL BE
GIN.”

It is high time that we stopped 
thinking in terms of magical 
“days” when, somehow or other, 
everything will happen nicely and 
tidily just as the planners have 
planned. Life just '^oes not hap
pen like that. To draw the people 
into mass action is a process — 
often a protracted one—varying 
in innumerable ways according to 
the circumstances and local con
ditions in different areas. The art 
of leadership consists precisely in 
the ability to direct this process, 
to respond sensitively and flexibly 
to changes and to local conditions, 
to weave many different strands 
into a common pattern of action 
and tactics.

Practical Leadership
If we have tiiis understanding, 

then we must reject the cata
strophic “neck-or-nothing” ap
proach which would gamble the 
whole future of the movement 
upon a single engagement in the 
long and bitter struggle for free
dom. WE MUST SUBSTITUTE 
DETAILED, P R A C T I C A L  
LEADERSHIP FOR BROAD 
AND AIRY “ GENERAL IN 
STRUCTIONS.” We must plan a 
general strategy, of course, but 
our tactics must be flexible 
enough to allow for infinite vari
ations in place and time.

What conclusions can we draw 
from this analysis, for the cam
paign to defeat Bantu Education?

Firstly, that having announced 
its correct general policy—a total 
and permanent withdrawal of 
African children — our leaders 
should not make the impossible 
attempt to implement this policy 
uniformly and everywhere on 
the same day. It is for each pro
vince and each area to set to work 
to win the support of the parents,

• to unite and organise them to 
withdraw from the schools as soon 
as they can. If the Africans of the 
Western Cape can begin an effec
tive boycott on April 12, so much 
the better—it will inspire and chal
lenge the rest of the country. If 
they cannot—and only their own 
local leaders can tell—it would be 
better for them to organise mas
sive demonstrations on that day, 
preparing* for the general mass 
action AS SOON AS THEY ARE 
READY.

SECONDLY, THAT AN IM
MEDIATE, PRACTICAL TASK 
F A C I N G  PROGRESSIVES 
EVERYWHERE IS TO ORGAN
ISE PARENTS TO REFUSE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE ELEC- 
T IO  N OF ’VERWOERD’S 
“ SCHOOL COMMITTEES.”

Already Grahamstown, Langa, 
Moroka and Jabavu 'have shown 
the way—here is the first step to 
the boycott of the schools.

Thirdly, that throughout the 
country some kind of protest de- , 
monstration should be planned for 
April 12. Whether it takes the 
form of a withdrawal of the chil
dren, or of a mass* meeting of the 
parents, or of a leaflet distribution, 
or of a conference of parents, 
teachers and children, wiH depend 
on the state of organisation of 
parents and of people generally in 
the area.

Only by continuously preparing 
and carrying out immediate, prac
tical measures of this sort now 
shall we be able to implement 
more ambitious schemas iq tliQ 
future,



U.S. UNEMPLOYMENT 
DOUBLED IN TWO YEARS

NEW YORK.—Unemployment in the United States is on the increase. The U.S. Census 
Bureau reported recently that the total had jumped by 700,000 since last October to the 
present figure of 3,383,000. A further 1,100,000 were reported to be working short-time — 
less than 35 hours a week—because of cuts in orders in various industries.

The Census Bureau report appears shortly after the publication 
of a minority report by the six Democrats on the U.S. Senate Finance 
Committee warning against “soft spots” in the U.S. economy. Their 
report challenged the official assumption that because the U.S. is 
not now in a crisis as serious as that of 1929 everything is all right.

The fact that the figures of unem
ployed are below 1929 levels, say 
the Senators, is “cold comfort to 
the Kentucky miner, or the Georgia 
textile worker, or the Oklahoma 
farmer, facing the problem of eco
nomic survival for himself and his 
family.”

Warning that the statistics of re
cent months are disturbing and that 
the unemployment figures are too 
large to be ignored, the Senators 
reported that:

Full-time unemployment last 
year was double the level of 1953,

BRITISH TROOPS DISGUSTED 
AT KENYA ATROCITIES

OUTCRY LEADS TO BOGUS REFORMS
LONDON.—So great has been the outcry both in Kenya and in Britain over the abuses 

of the system for “screening” detained Africans that the Kenya authorities have had to 
revise the regulations.

From now on, no African may be detained for more ffian 24 
hours without the written authority of a senior officer and, in any 
case, may not be detained for more than a month unless his deten
tion is specifically authorised in 
Emergency Laws.
This does not mean there will be 

no more atrocities perpetrated 
against the Kikuyu in the detention 
camps. It simply means that in fut
ure the atrocities will be “official” 
instead of “unofficial.” But at least 
the victims will have the satisfaction 
of knowing that their continued in
carceration has been officially auth
orised and is not the mere whim of 
a subordinate policeman!

These “reforms” have been 
brought about following the institu
tion at the beginning of March of 
a Government inquiry into the ad
ministration of the African courts, 
against which many allegations of 
serious malpractices had been 
levelled.

In a recent court case an acting 
Supreme Court judge, Mr. Alastair 
Cram, said the practices of an Afri
can district court at Karatina, in 
South Nyeri district, were “abys
mally perverted and run contrary to 
the most elementary canons of 
natural justice.”

All people brought before the 
court, “whether they had anything 
to do with Mau Mau or not, were 
taken under guard by the headman 
and his braves.”

Judge Cram said that even if 
prisoners pleaded not guilty, pleas 
of guilty were “falsely and fraudu
lently recorded, and they were 
convicted, fined or imprisoned just 
the same.” Fines, he said, very 
often flowed into this court at a 
rate of £350 a sitting and, with 
several sittings a year, sometimes 
thousands of pounds were col
lected within the course of a 
year.

“CONTEMPT OF CO U RT’
The Kenya police and the Legal 

Department were severely criticised 
in Nairobi Supreme Court by Mr.

terms of some section of the

Justice Goudie in a case in which a 
European farm assistant was 
charged with th e ' murder of an 
African herd boy. When material 
witnesses disappeared, the judge ex
pressed his severe displeasure with 
the conduct of the case by the pro
secution. It wa,s “totally irrespon
sible” and tantamount to contempt 
of court, he said.

In the British House of Commons 
last week Mr. Fenner Brockway 
read out a letter he had received 
from an officer serving with the 
British forces in Kenya expressing 
his disgust with what was goin^ on 
there under cover of the “emer
gency.”

The letfet reads—“To-day I 
witnessed one of the most horrible 
affairs I have ever seen in my 
life, namely, the screening of the 
Kikuyu of this township. What I 
saw makes me feel ashamed to 
say I am British.
WOMAN AND CHILD DIED
“Hundreds of men, women and 

children have been herded into a 
stockade and have remained there 
in what they stand up in for 36 
hours of continuous rain, with no 
food or shelter and a few drums? 
of water. I am told one woman and 
child have died.

“One thing unique in the 
annals of British justice is the use 
of hooded interrogators. They are 
captured terrorists, who quite 
naturally are out to make a clean 
bill. I am convinced, as are many 
other people here, that such 
methods only serve to further the 
cause of Mau Mau. Two wrongs 
certainly do not make a right.
“ I am told this is a psychological 

war, which I believe it to be. No 
amount of shooting will stop this. 
What I saw to-day was certainly the

wrong use of psychology. For one 
thousand detained, another two 
thousand supporters were made 
overnight.

A CONSERVATIVE

“Sir, I do not want to enter into 
politics (I am a Conservative), but I 
wish you to press on with your 
crusade for justice. If this goes on, 
this country will be ruined beyond 
repair. Hell is what you make it, 
and it is being truly fashioned here 
by such methods. As histoiV has 
proved, when the Churches condemn 
their governments those governments 
have surely failed.

“Press for an enquiry into this 
exhibition of Gestapo methods. The 
British troops here are disgusted.”

and during the year there was a 
“vast increase” in part-time un
employment. Severe unemploy
ment is reported from Milwaukee, 
centre of the United States heavy 
machinery industry, and from 
Buffalo, where building trade 
unions report the worst slump in 
10 years.

INTO DECLINE

During March, 1955, the New 
York Stock Exchange went into a

decline. Steel, rail, motor, aircraft, 
oil, chemical and other shares were 
involved in losses of from one to 
nearly six dollars. The Dow-Jones 
industrial average recorded the big
gest drop for 15 years.

Cause of the slump was s^id to be 
a threatened investigation by the 
Senate of the top 100 defence con
tractors, so that the effect of defence 
spending on the stock market could 
be measured.

A Harvard professor, John Ken
neth Galbraith, testified before a 
Senate committee that the resem
blances between the present state of 
the U.S. economy and 1929 were 
“possibly disturbing.” Prices had 
risen at an “unhealthy rate,” and if 
the market kept going up “there 
could be a collapse.”

GOLD COAST OPPOSITION 
DEMANDS BRIBERY ENQUIRY

ACCRA.—Opposition members of the Gold Coast Legislative 
Assembly have petitioned the Queen through the Governor, Sir 
Charles Arden-Clarke, to instruct the Gold Coast Government to 
appoint a commission of inquiry into the affairs of the Cocoa 
Marketing Board and the Cocoa Purchasing Company.
This followed the defeat of an 

Opposition motion in the Assembly. 
During the debate Dr. Busia, of the 
Gold Coast University, made seri
ous and detailed accusations against 
the heads of the Board and the 
company, who are members of Dr. 
Nkrumah’s Convention People’s 
Party.

Dr. Busia alleged that the 
managing director of the Cocoa 
Purchasing Company had stolen 
money belonging to the company. 
Many complaints had been made 
to the Prime Minister, but he had 
done nothing about it. According 
to Dr. Busia, the C.P.C. had been 
thoroughly dishonest in its 
dealings.

The petition to the Queen stated 
there could be no tolerable demo
cratic government if an inquiry into 
alleged malpractices of persons in 
positions of trust and responsibility 
was blocked by the undemocratic

World-wide Signature Campaign 
“BAN ATOMIC WEAPONS ! ”

LONDON.—The world-wide campaign in support of the World 
Peace Council’s “Ban Atomic Weapons” appeal has made great 
headway since the appeal was launched at the Vienna conference 
of the Peace Council on January 19. Signature campaigns are already 
under way in Britain, France, Scandinavia, India and other countries 
all over the world, and one has just begun in South Africa.
The Council decided to launch a 

petition campaign demanding “the 
destruction of all stocks of atomic 
weapons wherever they may be and 
the immediate stopping of their 
manufacture.”

In China between February 14 
(when the campaign was launched) 
and March 5, 109 million people 
signed the petition. In Tibet the 
signature campaign started in Lhasa 
and is now spreading to /)ther 
towns.

NORTH KOREA
Even in war-stricken North Korea 

more than 100,000 signatures have 
been collected. A statement by the 
Academy of Sciences reads—“̂We 
cannot allow atomic energy, one of 
the greatest discoveries of our cen
tury, to be used as a weapon for 
destruction and murder. It must

serve only the good of mankind and 
the continued advancement of the 
productive forces of society.”

In Indonesia a start has been 
made with the collection of signa
tures, and a large number of 
scientists and students of the 
Jakarta University have been 
among the first to sign the appeal.
Over 8 million Rumanians have 

signed, and in Italy more than one 
million had signed by March 5. The 
Soviet Peace Committee has decider 
to launch the campaign for signa
tures on April 1.

In South Africa, too, a start has 
been made with the collection of 
signatures. The South African Peace 
Council is collecting the signatures 
of people in all walks of life in the 
main centres.

use of party machinery and if those 
in power placed party interest above 
the interests of the nation.

PROTESTS POUR IN
The three principal parties of the 

Opposition have backed the petition, 
and letters and telegrams of protest 
continue to pour in to the Governor 
demanding the appointment of a 
commission.

Speaking to an audience of about 
700 women at Kumasi, Mr. Joe 
Appiah, who recently resigned from 
the Convention People’s Party, 
said the leaders of the C.P.P. were
“so power-drunk that they could 
not see beyond their noses. . . . The 
will of the people is demanding a 
commission of enquiry into the 
Cocoa Purchasing Company be
cause there are mountains of bribery 
and corruption in it.”

Uganda National 
Congress Holds 
Plebiscite

An unofficial plebiscite to dis
cover how many Africans in 
Uganda want immediate self-govern
ment for the country has been 
launched by the Uganda National 
Congress, the country’s largest party.

In a questionnaire distributed at 
mass meetings throughout the coun
try Africans over 18 have been 
asked:

Are you in favour of self-govern
ment for Uganda now? Do you want 
the proposed new constitutional re
forms implemented before or after 
the Kabaka of Buganda returns? Do 
you favour East African Federa
tion? Do you agree with a Legisla
tive Council that contains Euro
peans and Asians representing their 
communities? ”

The Kabaka was exiled last year 
because he demanded independence 
for Buganda after the Colonial Sec
retary in a speech had indicated it 
was British policy to work for the 
formation of an East African Fede
ration to include Kenya, Tanganyika 
and Uganda.

Africans have insisted that the 
Kabaka should be allowed to return 
to Buganda before they are willing 
to consider the “reforms” recom
mended by the recent Hancock 
Commission.
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