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— <» A / ~TA/ In  A88Ii^ T  BEWttTARtt TO THE ACTING HEAD Of
THE INDIIN HIOH COMMISSION IN iOUW  

' . . AT RICA. AT REOEWIOJE HELD AT JOHANNESBURG
* AND DURBAN, ON 8UNDAY 25 th JULY, 1964, AND &N

2nd AUGU8T, 1954 . '

Mr. Chairman, Ladles & Gentlemen, -

I »a very iappy that I have teen given this opportunity to 
meat you before my departure from your oountry, Indeed it is a Droud 
day in my life that the people of South Africa have gathered to?s to 

2! farewell. I am very grateful to the African National Congress 
^r??*vfal Ind1lan Congress rhc have arranged this funotion^fco- 

w you also, Mr. Chairman, and my other friends who have

and my country ** ■eat3jaent* they have expressed atout me

, I S3, T  yeare- It 10 a pretty long period to
lx.e In 8oUth Africa for a perefen coming from the atmosphere of India
However, In spite of all the d l f lcultles I must admit that I have 
enjoyed my stay very much. During this period I formed many a friend
ship among Afrloans, Indians,Europeans and C^pureds. It Is their 
cordiality, their courtesy, their &ffeotlonThat has made my stay 
Afrii™6J y ploasar^t. In fact I have found in the common man of South 

f e ieat goodwill for India, and that haB always uplifted my 
r** h  Le “® you that there Is a tremendous goodwill in Iwila
for the people of South Afrloa. When I say "people1' of 8outh Afrloa 
Tn ^  every section of the population of this oountry *

It ffnin- JrlJ lcl80 raolal discrimination. We d0 so not only teoauss 
nf I m^8ry hftrmful to tbe interests of the European people
* ° ountry. Thay may not te atle to realise this at present but 
thil ~ very clearly,. Whatever we say against racial policies of

t h e % o ^ f 7F-rnr A 80 Wlthn? Very p0Bl* lva anKle toeing Into account 
f ,  ̂ ®P^an8 as well as that of the non—Europeans. We t»ve

Tr goodJ U l ^or ^ ch and ev*ry section of the people of thia 
V T t Interesting for me to tell you that atout four 

months ago a delegation went from South Africa to Pakistan to attend

tCOnfer02C9 th9re* Tbat delegation included also persons 
j * supporters of apartheid. They expressed a wish to visit 

India and we v«ry gladly permitted them to go to India. One of the

t-n d6??3 ^ India cane to See me and had a talk with me I
i when he went to India he would find that there was'no

wvpt ??  ̂ European section of the population of O.Africa
What he *ould find wouxd te only criticism of their raoial policy

he want tr t!ii ^ h o r  sceptical of what I told him. However whin 
he went to India and was actual]y well reoeived everywhere he was

?le" r tly auTPrlB^.- On coming taok he t o l d "e t t S S  fea? TSad
* ~ qulte °orreot. He had found that Europeans in India 
s^r? Vd£y W®-C0EQ* There was no discrimination against them of any
frt*'v « wanted to test what would te the reaction of the peools
to a European from South Africa, So he made a point that wherever he 
went he disclosed his identity to the people. He found that thI  
reaotion was not of hatred or hostility tut of cordiality. In faot 
people showed Interest in him. They asked him questions tut were

J °Ua t They 53411(1 a M t  aore attention to him than they would
evb-v ba‘oti™ erf"?£* We have^inde9d nothing tut goodwill for each and 
every section of the people of Oouth Africa.

India has had a very intimate contact with South Afrloa That 
contecu m s  arisen to a large extent tecause of the presenoe of the

•«l?rfpC°? :nrtn thlB country* We have token Interest in their
aocused of interfering in the domestio affairs of 

th?. „ It: la Important to note that Indians did not ooas to
^  of their own aocord. They were specially invited by 

the Europeans of this oountry. It was after efforts lasting seveml 
years that they were atj.e to persuade the Government of India - even 
the Government of India of that day - to allow the migration of t m u w  
labourers to this country. As as as the Government of India 4

discovered/ . . . .2



discovered t&at these IndIan labourers were noit traauu well
th*y stopped their further emigration. Tor 8 years from 1866 to
2 Z “ ° , Ind}an <»“ ® to this country. But in this period the Europeans 

or Natal made frantio appeals to the Government of India. They 
persuaded the Imperial Government in London also to press the Govt.

India to allow the migration of labourers from India, The Govt.'of 
India, conscious of the treatment that had bean meted out before to 
the Indians In this country, demanded assurances and agreements were 
made at that time that Indian labourers would be well treated. In 
fact an assurance was given that as soon ae the Indian labourers 
oompleted the period of their Indenture, they would be free men and 
would have rights no wit Inferior to any other British subjeot In 
Natal. Inducements were held out to the Indians to settle In this 
oountry. One of the Inducement was that In lieu of a free passage 
back home tney oould be allotted a plot of land where they oould 
settle. Ari’angmbnto were ma^e for Indian women to come here so that 
the Indiana here could have a settled life . When the sovereignty of 
Natal was tia.nsferred to the* Union Government, the responsibility of 
carrying out thebe agreements and assurances fell on the Union 
Goveriunent c.u the suocessor Government. Th# Union Government recognis
ed the Interests cf the Government of India in the Indian community 
In tills country and from tljie to time oonierences were held to dls-» 
cues the difficulties that wore being created for Indians. In the 
^ape Town Agreement the Union Government agreed that the Indians 
domiolled in the Union, who ■sere prepared to conform to western 
standard of 11* e, ahoulu be enabled to do so. The Union Government 
also undertook to up],lft the Indian community to the full extent of 
their capacity. But in spite of all those assurances and agreements 
disabilities were imposed on Indiana. The. assurances and agreements 

were -ieLonoured only in breach as more and more disabilities were
imposed on the Indians in this country. It beoame the moral duty of 
the Government of India, who had been a party to the emigration of 
L'ldlans to this oountry, that they should come forward and tell the 
Union Government that What they were doing was wrong and contrary to the 
agreements and assurances given to them. It was wrong for them to take 
away the rights of the Indian community. In these circumstances It 
'•anr.ot be eaid that this la a matter of domestic interference. It is 

i t®nge tnat during the laet 50 years the Union Government were prepared 
to talk to the Government of India on various isaues concerning the 
Indians in this country but today they ux,'e not prepared to talk and

that the ti«?a i.ment of Indians la a dimectlc matter. The history 
ox comln._ into exlstei.ee of the Indian ‘community In this country la 
sue*, i/hs t It f^lla to the duty of the Govt, of India that they should 
take lnteiest and whenever a disability is Imposed on the Indian 
community they should raise their voice against it. It is Important 
to note that whatever the viewe of the Government and the people of 
Inil?. in regard to the rights of In4lano, they have Interval.ed mainly 
vnly or. those occasions when che Union Government have passed laws 
against the Indian community or takin away any of their existing 
rlgnts, At one tine they had franchise rights and these were taken 
away., fhey could ^mde freely but tracing licensing la*s were passed 
to Ountrol limited trading Vy Indians . Thereafter the Union Govt 
began to impose disabilities lr. regal'd to acquisition and occupation 
of properties.

The leglKlatlon ejiacicd previously wuu Intended to prevent further 
progrese o; Indiana but it allowed them to retain the vested interests 
they had created. The Gr-jup Ar^au Act however wantB to reverse the 
prepays. It is Intended to uproot tiieia, ruin theto economically and 
reduoe them to the statue of lo-tourero in which they first came to 
this country. When such measure* are being taken In violation of 
assurances given and agreements madu the Government of India is com
pelled to raise its voice . It canr.ot be said that this is interference 
in the domestic affairs of tr.o Union

The second reason benauFe of which the accusation of interference 
in the domestic affairs of 8outh **frlca is levelled against India 
arises i rom the fact that ujb recently aa 1952 the Government of India

took/,..



took the atap of placing the issue of racial discrimination bsfore tbs
Unltad Nations. This Issue of xaolal dlaorlminatlon la not a domestic 
matter at all. It la a very fundamental issue. It le of such a great 
lapcrtanoe that It can rook the world. Racial discrimination in this 
oountry Is baaed on the oonoept that a parson .of European extraction 
la a superior human being a n d ^person of non-European extraction is 
an inferior human being. &».oi&l discrimination is also based on the 
oonoept that the Europeans or the people of European extraction ahould 
maintain their domlnatlen over non-Europeane and continue to do so for 
all time to come. It has been said in this, oountry and said authoritat
ively, *that the people of Europe, the white nations of Europe, are 
becoming deoadsnt. Why has this been said? It le beoauae olroumatanoee 
have arisen in Aaia in whloh the oolonlal powera of Europe have been 
compelled to withdraw f worn Aaia and the people there have become free.
Thia prooeas la starting in parte of Africa* It 1b becauae of thla that 
it la eald In this country that the people of Europe are becoming 
decadent. The people who believe in racial dlecrimlnaticn in thla oountry 
want that the domination of the whir.e man in all parte of the world 
must continue for ever. Thie concept must die and die completely and in 
each and every corner cf the world. The more quickly thla concept dlea 
the better for the world, it la only then shat the peaoe and progress 
of the wo.’id could be enourea.

We are being accused of interference In Che domestic affaire of 
this oountry, because we are opposed to dlaabllltiea being heaped upon 
the Indian community in this country. The queatlon arlsea why theae 
dlaabllltiea have been imposed, inaplte of all the aaaurancea given by 
the Union Government to the Government of India. I have heard many 
reaaona being given by Europeana in thie country for tteeee disabilities 
and I would like to analyae them. One reaaon given ia that Indiana who 
enter buaineaa become unfair competitors with the European tradera and, 
therefore, measures ahould be tajcen agalnat them to atop them from 
expanding in commerce. The Indian community bave been trading In thla 
country fcr a long time now. Thla ahould  have produced some effect, and 
cauee some difficulties fcr the European tradera in thia country if the 
argument were true. They ahould  not have teen able to make the progress 
they have made. On the contrary they have actually grown from strength 
to strength ' In fact the European commercial
claae in thin country is one cf the most proaperouo commercial claa8ea In 
the world. Therefore that accusation cannot be oorrect. In the matter 
of oompecition in trade, r®ce of the trader la immaterial. If today'ln 
one street there are ton shop keepere and tomorrow their numbera goes 
up to 2C. without a corresponding riBe in the number of cuatomerp, than 
the original ten ahepkeepsrs ate bi>und t*. feel the pressure of competition 
from the new ten ahepkoupera lireopeotive of the rae>e. Whenever the 
question lnao arlaen of general restriction of traders in certain areao 
the European Chambers of Commerce always proteated agalnat it.. Their 
prr.teste are well founded becanoe economy cf 8cuth Africa has all along.* 
been expanding. Purchasing power has been increasing. There ia continuous
ly a acope for more busi i -r'e to be opened. It Is very interesting to 
note that European commercial classes meat support the United Party and 
the Party aaye that millions and millions of Europeans immigrants should 
be brought from Europe into thie country. If millions of Europeana come 
into thio country, would they not become aerloue competitors with the 
existing European commercial claae; Certainly they would. However the 
English commercial class dcea not worry about that. The reaaon again is 
that th-.i country la prosperous and more and more people can be absorbed 
In it. he Indian trading community started in a very humble way as 
hawkero and pedlars, or email ctvre holders.

T..ey have been serving the poorer aeotiona of the people both 
Europeans and non-Europeana. They have played a minor and a complimentary 
role to -he European traders. They have not stood in the way of the 
progress of the Eurcpeanc,

The next reason that la given is that the Indians have penetrated 
into European areas. That ia particularly being said about Durban. The 
Indians who have begun tc live among the Europeans are people of some 
means, education, and oulture. They have high standards of living. It



ojjnot be said that they are bad neighbours. In their personal

f ar!  iuP®rlor 10 thousands and thousand, of Europeans

2 2 t a2 t i J j lnL 15utf i * , oouni f 3r* 111 faot U  an a «ll*ta a n  of Durban 
went outside South Afrloa and oame aoroee an Indian of the same status

i neighbour he would be proud to know him. There Is no reason why 
It would be wrong for an Indian to live among Europeans He oertalnlv 
oauses no harm to the Europeans. . p * rte oerT;alnly

.  “ ’gumont that^Xs given Is that Indians look for support
to the Government of India, The nceaelty of their being so would never

n»«d6f~£ T0rMA*S’Ci11?19J *?re Imposed An them. There would then be no 
need for Indians to look to India. argumont Is falacioue
and cannot jus 6ixy disabilities on Indiant; J.n this oountry.

other reason that 1 c being advanced le that the Indians In 
this oountry appealed to the Government cf India to withdraw the Hlcrh

^ “ QJOn: r’ . 1“POOv0 tr^de 8anotions and take their issue to the U N  
The e steps, taken by the Govt, of India, have created dlffioultles'for 
the Union Government and given It bad name In the world I oan 
appreciate the annoyance of the Europeano or the Govt of this oountrv

b i L u « 8d ? ^ n ? r r aall8Sd ^  »»“ <»<><■»<*• ^ v a  taken Sa?aly 7,
— eabllltlee were being Imposed on Indiana In this oountry.

other thing whloh le repeatedly pointed out is that I n d i a n a

£ m & i ^ a T T ™ r . ^ „ th6 Afrl“ “ have^ecome their
ttl say what lc wrong In the varlouo sections of the

people of the same oountry to cooperate and try to build a better 
country. In any oaee thla 1a a vary reoent development, I raallee and 
understa... the bitterness of the Europeans In this matter but this alae

baeio cause of Imposition of disabilities Th« 
dlaafcilitlee are L i n g  Impoae* for the laet 60 year. and“ ot ataoe"

° Indians ana the Africans had Joined hands.

arguments nave becn used for the purposes of DroDacranda 
and creating bitterness agalnat the Indian community but the? a S

d l f f e r L ^ a n d 0* ! * * ^ ? ? 9^ 8^0 ryaeon for ^posing disabilities Is
years Euro Deans i f ^ M ,  ? analyse it to you. During the last 300 
yea.e haropeans in thla country have tried to build a certain atrurtnr«

a I t h e t J :  S *  aT ct-re cf ccolat^ « « y  i » «  S . ™
servant 'r  al-nn?? rSa8,'9r they h£LVe Plaoed the clack man as the 
servant or almost; the sxave. This structure of society le a verv

t £  f* 18 talanCfa'i precariously and is built on the mjth that
Inferior h ^ n  v ? 8UPJrlor h'^ an telng and that the black man is an 
In* er .jr  hu-uan being. They want to maintain this tructure for all time

a r ^ f t h e 1 ^ ™ °  that •hay M l d  “al" toln X .  t w S o S i .  i f
A5floan wa8 °°noeiT:edo Whether this wae correct or not is a 

different matter tut they did feel that they could prevent the AfrloaS

"Tey alsc0?”6^ !  tha etatus cf the servant' in this country.
They axsc brought the Indians in this country as labourers They were
also to occupy the status of servants in that structure *f society

JrepSjda?c c o n ! ^  r nJ r  t0 Pr°£r&ea- The Europeans weie not
stio? tr to them equality, but the Indians did not want to
aervinti 1  n S  S * Survant- not prepared to remain

f i n *

el meni,. The Indian was said to bo| unaselmllable The little* inriinn 
community in this country by l t e . l ^ ” d n c f b e * a ^ n g e J  to £ £

^ f o ^ a U d  tio" eve^ th a t^f  the Indian was permitted to and

The black man of I f ? t h * I t wnlt^ aan' 6 superiority would be exploded, 
me ciacK man or South Africa wculd eee that it was not onlv t-ho

a£d J e a ' l e a i ' o r ^ r t o ^ l 6 ^  ? l9C * L 'a° k Wh9n that ^owledgo
;  rae 10 hlm» h0 toe would not be prepared to stay in 

tatus of a servant. He wculd demand opportunities for progress*and



f* •truotur* would topple over. It le beoause of th±«
European* and the Government of this country are hostile

to Indians and from time to time have Imposed dlaabllltles on them
The more Indians have tried to progress the more laws have teen
passed against them. But can It te said that If there was no Irrilan
progress, fhe African would have teen prepared to stay In at the
status of a servant, I do not think so, I do not know how far the
eoonomlo progress of the Indians have been able to lnfluenoe the
Africans In this country tut I am very positive that the progress
»r the European ctmmunlty has had a tremendous lmpaot cn the African
people and that effect Is showing today. If the Influence was to
come only trom the Indian community then the effect should have
shown itself meet on African people In Natal. But what do we find In
the lasc Deflanoe Campaign the area from whloh the greatest response
came was not Natal tut the Eastern Cape where there are hardly anv
Indiana, But it la there that the African oame Into contaot first”witt' 
the white man,

lo Ja not always that the Union Parliament discusses realistic 
Issues. But during the last session of the Parliament one auch issue 
was discussed and it was the Integration ^f the non-European into 
the economy of the white man.

, . a?en ° f the United Party said that the Africans tod teccme
integrated in the economy of Ihe Europeans and that Integration was 
P  f  apace. As this procets went cn it would te impossible tc deny 
to them polltioal rights. Tr.e spokesmen of the Nationalist Party 
accepted this But they said tliat they could net allow economic 
integration of the non-whites with the white tc continue and hand 
over political power tc ncn~whitee, They explained that their 
apartheid policy only coula step eccnomio integration of the Africans 
and thus maintain white supremacy. Whatever the differences tetween 
the views c*. the United Party and the Nationalist, the discussions 
made it olear than ever before that if the African pecole made progress 
economically then they woula grow in atrength.. The strength would te 
auch that they would demand pMlltiaal rights ana it would no 1< rver 
te posal^le for the government tc refuse them. That le why every

ing telten Jc stop the eccnor.Lc progress of the Africans and 
other ncn-tuioceans in this country. The Industrial Conciliation Bill 
has -r- -rciuced rnd ha s provisions at cut Job* reeervat ions
According to this nch-Europeana would be atle to ucld only such*Jots 
waloh provlae them wa^es only upto subsistence level It is w’ th" 
this Idea that the concept of ‘ temporary residents' has teen created 
Thu Africans in the sc oalle3 "white Africa" are called 'temporary 
residents'^. This white Africa is ever 9/10 th of the South Africa It 
contains all .he e-.oncr.ic activity and from the point of view of 
economic life of the country it Jfc the whole of South Africa. So in 
Soutn Africa the African 1s a temporary z'eoldent. You ca:a.ot come 
acroBB auch a concept in any part pT the world, it la fantastic that 
•one of the soil, cltlaer.s by law and people who are ae permanent cart 
of the population as oould te, should te given the status of 'temporary 
residents'. This status le given to Africans bo that they could te 
denied rights in South Africa, They are net given any rights and are 
only needed ae servants and nothing more. They are paid to have the 
same status, as my friend t£r. Tamto pointed out, In the society created 
ty the white man. as that cf 'asaes and oxen'. These dlBcussions 

about economic integration have done one great good. They have shown 
the apartheid policy in its complete nakedness. The world has new a 
olear idea what apartheid meant*.

r

Abon- a century and half ago, the world took notice of chattel 
slavery, l’oday 1 , take notice cf the apartheid pcllcy cf the
Government cf South Africa. I am cure that it will take a very serious 
note. In any case the economic progress of the African people can 
never te prevented. If it ip prevented,there are tcund to *rlae serious 
roperouse ions from the Europeans in this country. They cannot retain 
their prosperity, which they have tullt n>. the labour of the Africans, 
wlthcut passing in a tiny tit of that prosperity tc the Africans.



It i» true that when a people pnogreee economically they make 
progress politically also. But there Is even a more Important factor 
In the situation. It Is the rise of the human spirit among the 
Afrloans and other non-European people of this country. I have been 
here for five years. During the oouree of these five years I have 
eeoia tremendous revolution taking place among the non-Eurrpean people 
of thlB  country. That revolution Is taking place In their mlnda and 
hearts. Their whole outlook Is telng transformed. Their whale 
attitude to the rulers, to the white people, la changing. Their 
Inferiority complex has gone. Their fear i.p going too. When a aubject 
people lose the fear af their rulera then It Is never possible far 
the rulers to continue to subjugate them.

The fear of the rulers in the minds of the Africans and otner 
Non- European people is almost gone, When that process le cc ,plete,then 
It will be Impossible for anybody to prevent them from marching 
forward and gaining their complete rights as full citizens of tnis 
country. Of course even the little political progress that the non- 
Europeans have made tcday baa frightened the rulers and they have 
passed extremely drastic laws, but it le a well knew fact that 
revolutions feed on represflion„ The more repressive laws are passed, 
the more the African and ocher non-Europeans In this country would 
think of their effect. The more they think, the more aware they would 
become of their position, Aa they get avareness they would grew mnre 
politically conscious. They are broking die shackles In their 
hearts. Once these shackles are gone no other shackles could bind them 
The laws that are being woven around them cannot hold them. In fact 
as ay friend Mr. Tambo haj pointed out there is nothing peculler 
about what Is happening In South Afrl ja. It is Juet a part of one 
force emerging In the wcrl „ At out 3jC yo.u’u or so ago the people cf 
Europe spread over the whole of the worn ar.d eliminated it. It was In 

a way an historical force. That force riae spent Itself ar.i a new force 
has arisen among the non-Luropean pec pj e of the wcrlu. That ^as led 
practically the whole of Asia to te :ouie free. The same force le leaai.v: 
people of Africa to struggle fcr freedom. Ncthing can atop it. Nothing 
can stand before It . It la Invincible. It must sucujed. I am often 
surprised at the attitude adopted b r  th > European section cf the 
peculation In this country. They havf ilreauy started what I wculd call 
a oli jlvll war. Put do they expect tine they 2'in win in this cold 
war, Dc they expect they can live In this country and prosper in the 
face of percent hcsitillty cf the vast majority cf the people cf this 
country. It will bo good if chey re'crnleed-ani recognised quickly, that 
•̂ hey cculd nevei succ*>-«i in the fa ;e  » f this Invincible force. If they 
Juet changed their attitude, recognireu that the non-Europea. -.ecple 
an* r. <3o as gtod human beings of unybedy elae, and conceae them rights 
and try to cocyorate a.td holp th>m, tney w^uld cent, ibute in bui-ding 
a very prosperous C~uth Africa L; which they wouli have a very 
honourable place.

The Indian representation has been withdrawn from tnls country . 
and I am on the verge of my departure. In a way a jink i3 being treken 
between India and South Africa.

I quite agree with my friends who have said here today tiiat 
there is a greater bond between India and South Africa than this 
formal link which Is being broken. That g r ate r  lend cannot be broken 
and would grow from strength to F«rengtha V7o sr^ll continue to W te 
ir.tero^t ir. the affaire of tl.Je . urtry. I t ;;,e aid that while we 
a:ial3 take interest in the afialra of thl e ountry, India lias no 
"interests'* In thic country.

Jn tho terminology of the Western worla :,lntereats" has a 
special significance. During trie last three cr four hundred years 
they tried to create "interests” in every part cf the world and cr. 
the excuue of these "Interest*^ they have tried to dominate the n_n~ 
Eurrp.nn pecplee cf the world, Certainly Iivila has no such 11 interests11 
in South Africa or in any other part cf the *orid. Cur Prime Minister, 
has given a very -'lear message to the Indian community in South Africa. 
He has sala that we shall always support you and we shall always fight
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for your rlghtB If disabilities are imposed on you, tut If they demand 
any rights or concessions whloh le again at the Interests of the
Afrloan people then certainly you will never get any aupport cr 
cooperation from us. You must live In coopei'atlon with the people of 
Africa, *

India can never forget 8outh Africa. The reason Is tlmt 3cuth 
Africa in a way has made a great contribution to the freedom of India. 
Mahatma Gandhi experimented with truth in this country and took, hie 
experiences to India to fight for the independence of our people 
there. It is a holy ground for ue from that angle. I am very teppy 
that the seed which Mahatma Gandhi sowed in this country over 50 yeara 
ago has begun to oprcut among you. Policies of the Afrloan National 
Congrecs and the South African Indian Congress show this. I feel very 
happy to eee that you are not motivated ty narrow sectionalism or 
hatred or enemity towards other sections. You are inspired by ideals 
of love and for the good of all oeeple of South Africa. You have 
startea on the right path which is bound to lead to greater prosperity 
for South Africa, There Is no ether country which requires the message 
of love and common brotherh-cd that you wish to propagate more than 
South Africa. We ahall watch with great interest the efforts you make 
In this direotlon,.

I wish to assure you that, tho people and the Govt, of India will 
give you their fullest moi’al support In your ideal to create a society 
In this country in which there will le equality, equal opportunity and 
Justice for all. I believe that I am net only giving you a message 
of support from India but also voicing the feelings of the whole of 
Asia.

I nave U  very impressed by the utterances of your leaders and 
particularly ty the utterances of your great l.ader, Chief Lutull. He 
ie a true Christian and is Inspired by sincere spirit of sorvloe tc the 
people of this country whether blaen or wr.ite. In moral stature he le 
far higher than any other political leader in this oountry, white or 
non- white.

T wieh to thank you again r the great honour you have done mo
• j gathering here tonight. I uhall carry with me very happy memories 
cf the very pleasant associations that I have made In this oountry and
- knor that your good wishes ever1 re with me.

I

T
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After a lapse of 12 months durlnf whioh he 
was banned frr^n attending anjr public gath
erings, Dr .Ruiokorpresident of the N. I . e .  
made the following speech at a meeting held 
to commemorate JUNE 26th hDE?IaNCE DaY".
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TODAY June 26 is a red letter day in the history of the stjrukgie 
for liberation in this country. We are assembled here to -naj'cwr: 
humble tribute to those brave and gallant men and women who have 
contributed to the struggle for freedom, from the time of th<3 
arrival of the first white man in this country. : 1 ■

: • :

HEFOKE recalling the supreme courage and determination of our! 1 
forbears let us first of all understand the significance of- JtftlE- 
26th. Mr. Yengwa, the Secretary cf the Natal African Natiohal : 
Congress, will deal mere fully with this particular aepect ' 
However, it is necessary for me to remind you of the following 
facts.

ONE JUNE 26th, four years ago the first united struggle of the 
non-white people began. It was on this day that we had the 
historical National Day of Protest in which thousands of Indians 
and Africans laid down tneir tools as a mark of protest against 
the injustices perpetrated against them by a vicious, anti
democratic Government.

IT was on this day also, twe years a w ,  in 1952, we further 
strengthened the bonds of non-European co-operation by striking 
yet another blow at injustice through the Defiance of Unlust 
Laws Campaign.

AND, therefore, it is only right and proper that today the fourth 
Anniversary of our first united struggle we should recall the 
contributions made by the numerous heroes and heroines who laid 
down their lives so that we may live In freedom.

WE recall the gallant struggle waged by the Zulu oeo^le under 
Dlngaana and Cetshwuyo; we recall the struggle of theXosa Nation 
under the leadership of such great men as Hinsa. Sandale 
Nongawuzi and others; we recall with pride the struggle led by 
Moshesh and Khuma on behalf of their people - tho Abesutu and 
Abotswana respectively.

WE recall also tne more recent history of contributions male by
*2 gallant fighters for freedom. To my mini comes immediately 

the name of Johannes Nkosi who was killed in 1930, wnon he led the 
peopl9 of Euroun in tneir struggle against the abnoxious’

iSSq vnT?! W9 reca11 ^h0 ca3e of ar* old woman freedom-fighter - 
Mrs. Vailiamma - who fought and lator died in prison during tne

Jn^onJh9 5ef i3tanC!  9^ru^ le led by Mahatma Gan’hi wnen he 
as in oouth Airica, and oi Ki3tensamy who was beaten up bv wMte

hooligans during the Passive Resistance struggle in 1946.

rniinnt /?iSthf1C ^ » W° alSo recul- tnQ deuth in prison of a 
K d  SSnn  d° Uth Afrlcu *■ Mlsa Sin ini Mxokozoli - who
Cape. r9CGnt Deflanoe Campaign in a goal in tne Eastern

to these sreat men and women who left their Kith and

fiSiri? i r ,0nies ?nd their Job3’ t0 PlQ* thelr port in tie 
liberatory struggle of the oppressed people of our country.

WE are proud of their services and sacrifice and v/hê  tho trim 

fo r T o lln . thi9 land ° f ° Ur Mrth 13 they will not be
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r̂ '^' greatest tribute wo can m b to thpiT* nftwin 
i dedicate oureelvea to the 1uqt mm** \ ? u example ia to ro-

We must build an army of the peorle the£ lost their lives,
f bullets, but with the strength of tho 1 with guns and

pay nor cower, but, for freedom Tn \i0?n 9; neither for
we are tut a small division of thP w® ahould remember that

such countries as Gautemala Malaya North Tffv? m°£ and y/omen ln
and other parts of tne Colonial World who are^iffhtfn0* * ’ fndo”ChlnQ 
Imperialism and Colonialism. fighting against

SOUTH AFRICA today still remains a bastion Af ♦>,« * *
3emi-colonial ism where the vast ma lor itv "of fhJ vlcioua system of 
to the most inhuman conditions VYm*io people are subjected

Fascism at home w e m S s f r e m Z e r ttot 1  f !  1 P to tl*bt 
re-infect the world at larse with thfa ? F^aci3to loaders hone to
desperate madness to inflict the world i ' n f T  ? J'a3ci3^. In their 
developing more and J e  d e » t r a ? t L  ^  horror thG* arQ
with the oppressors when they see m as^q**^ ?7 lnt<?rrene and side 
shackles of slavery. 7 nuSo03 of PQ°P le ready to break tne

"  “  Hyarogen bomts with

weapons. i 01 not one of these i  n I !  !  . ® 11! !  pov'er of the3° 
is Invented. But wo nave roul'aciorM rt  ̂ »T ! f t o  a woaP:in "ar 
destruction Ity of these horro? v ^ r0 ,  ?? D^ £ ° J  da‘° ° f *>•* 
dropped ?n Cupe Town it c- • k m  n« ?Vn*h /  Hydr°" '3n bo:^  ia 
active snow from SfcS L  , peoplo horo in Durban and r-dio-

thousands of miles away^m d"there " * t h * Wlnd to Plaies 
and destroy vegetation a world vr v  i f ? 1 P°°Plo a\d animals,

■for it w i n  dootroy a n  iS s l^ ’ >* ^ n e a s

peace lovers. There will be'no v iH rrs  nr I  i 6; V/3r ^  vs ^-d 
such a struRfle. >jn int n n ^  >--c.ra nor will there be vnv?;?hed in

peace, who loves his home and chi fdrp0*1' n° clvlllaed pora n *w:;o lovot* 
sravo threat that faces 0an ^different to t - ’

mankind. ' erent to the miseries of

V In the maitlng'of h n  r t ^ F l r ^  * " •*  09? "tr3r ar"4 l'h" hav° a-)
ooi- re.iueotlve organisations and b ^ 'o ’ar ®a“ “?v 0f5“?j3? stre" ’ ’ hPr 
the Government our desire ^ r  reace r’ a make known t'
our bonds of friendanip and'join hands w l ^ n ??%*!'’ mu3t 3tr' ^ h e n  
of this land, we cannot av 'i * that 1  ~ n m . ?  °hC - '/P^aed neorlo 
veneration. We must fight back n  M " tory ;:* 3 ^ ^ s e d  or. our
cherished Koal - freedom In oS£ l l r o t i ^ . to achieve our

' ■ ■ p  -t0^  S & S  ^ T o t T ^  “ — * * *  / 

\ & k m  s r M :
-1ionj and the demands of tho r°ople f ■ *h J! J‘? e aliria * od. (-Oh-J-t. ji 0 ath airica v.in  bo

xt step in the struggle f->r freuiiorr ta *. « „  . /
. Let u3 go forward and m a k o 't /ia  r *r~ ’ 01-' Tfrs _ j
pie irrespective  o- , !  J' f 3 c ^  occasi ,n .n.ore

• n to tneir  i o ^ a S ^ l r o S j 0 ^  ° ° Uli 'lnd -'ivo

LOVE LIVE THE UIJITY Of’ THE PEOPLE I 

AFKIKA : MaYIHJirE ’

^ . Natai Inn lan Congresa - p .g .p ^ n ^ o l — =-- fr-rr-
Ji
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