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Soraafco. 
18. 10. 89

The Chief Rep,
ANC: Dar es Salaam.

Dear Comrade,

I am writing to you to ask that you intervene personally on 
the following matter, which I haVB taken up repeatedly with 
members of your office staff over months, without any result.
The facts are these:

1. When I came to Somafco, my belongings were sent ahead of 
meby the ANC office in London. Apart from some minor boxes, 
the main consignment, which included books and equipment 
speftiBlJ: necessary for the work X came here to do - namely 
to run a Political School for the ANC. Six cases were sent 
out air freight via Paris, and arrived in Dar on 6th April.

2. I have made repeated inquiries from various members of 
your office staff, but to date - over six months later - seem 
no closer to getting the cases than I was when X arrived 
here-* I have had a succession of stories and explanations.
It was said at first that the Consignment documents had not t 
reached the office. I received dupliocates from the London 
office and passed them on. Then, that the documents had been 
lost. I got more - twicel Then it was said that the cases 
had been wrongly addressed to me - not to the ANC. Untrue 
as the documents will show. Then I was told that a special 
letter from the Chief Rep was needed. I stood in your 
office while it was typed and handed over to the appropriate 
member of staff. Thel was told that iot was all organised, 
but that some money was needed to finalise it all. And so 
on and so on. I now doubt whether X was ever told the truth.

3. In the week before he left for the USSR for medical checks
I was told by Com. Morodi personally that he had been told 
that the cases would be released the following week. No result. 
When comrades Wolfie and Toine were here for the 10th anniversary 
celebrations, they said they were going on to Dar and would 
personally investigate the whole thing, since they had dis
patched the cases and felt responsible. The only message I
have had from them suggests that they left Dar satisfied t hat
thatwhatever had held the cases up would be straightened out 
without delay. Four weeks ago I was in your office on my way 
to Lusaka. I was told by Comrade Teddy that everything was 
now cleared, and the cases would be released to him that day or 
the next. Two weeks ago Comrade Hilda was in Dar. She was 
taken by Com. Morodi personally to TCRS, where she was told 
by their offiocial that he was new in the post, but would 
investigate it immediately. Nothing further has been heard.

A. I can only conclude that there is total indifference, s 
slackness orincompetence on the part of your staff over a 
period pof six months and more.

May I now therefore ask you to investigate what the devil 
is going on. And I would appreciate it if I received an 
official report of the state of affairs - not another airy 
promise by someone in the office just to get rid of me.

Yours fraternally,

_____________________________________Busty Bgrngt-ain___ nPF__________________



c p y .

M a z i m b u . 
1 8 . 1 1 . 8 9

Secretary DPE,
Lusaka.

Dear Comrades,

From the attached Report No:4/89, you will note that 
all local members of the DPE agree tkht there will definitely 
not be any possible CENSAS courses at Dakawa this year, 
and little if any in the first part of next.year. You 
will appreciate that this leaves me without4ny function in 
this r e g i o n . <

My original agreement with you was that/^stay here for a 
minimum of one year. At that time both you and I believed 
that courses would start about May 89; and that the school 
would be running with its "teething problems" sorted out 
before my year ended. This has proved to have been hopelessly 
over-optimistic. I have continued to do what I can to advance
thge CENSAS project, despite the delays and difficulties of 
which you have been advised from time to time. Now that 
there is no prospect of dpdmg the work I came here to do 
within the time I set aside, I see my continued stay here as 
p u r p o s e l e s s .

I regret that I must terefore formally advise yoty thatl 
intend to bring my involvement here to an end, and to leave 
Mazimbu and my position in the CENSAS project at about the 
end of the year. I hope to have a speedy response from 
you to this notification.

Two practioal matters arise in consequence. First: that 
as we cannot reoccupy our house in the UK until April, we 
plan to travel in Southern Africa betweewn leaving here and 
returning to the UK.This will enable Hilda to develop her 
book, but leaves the date and place from which we will finally 
depart for the UK undecided. Could you ask the T:G: to arrange 
in some way - bVairline credit or cash advance or whatever - 
to make available to us the the value of our normal ex-Dar 
return flight, so that we can use it as becomes appropriate, 
with any excess costs met by us personally. (The return 
half of our tickets out were surrendered to the Dar office 
on our a r r i v a l .) j
Second: I intend t o  ship my belongings back to the UK via 
Dar before leaving here. Can you arrange that the T.G. 
authorise whoever it is that sees to these things that the 
bill is met by the ANC?

We look forward to hearing from you soon,

Fraternally, and wishes,

Rusty Bernstein. 
Copies: Chief Rep. E:A:

Director of Education Mazimbu. 
DPE: Mazimbu.



Telephone: 219656/7 
Telex: 45390

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

PO BOX 31791 
Lusaka, Zambia

DEPARTMENT OF 
POLITICAL EDUCATION

1 6 th  D ec e m b er  1 9 6 9

The Treasurer- General 
African National Congress 
Lusaka 
Zambia

Dear Comrade T.G.,

Greetings!

We have received a letter from Comrade Lionel" Rusty" Bernstein wherein 
he expresses his intention to terminate his involvement in the DPE Centre 
for south African Studies project at Dakawa and return to London. Flowing 
from his decision, therefore, are a number of issues which need your
attention.

Our department therefore requests you to give the matter your immediate 
and positive consideration

Please find enclosed a copy of the said letter.

Thanking you in anticipation of your favourable response.

Amandla! Maatla!

Re:.Ras.ty,Bernstein

LUC________ ABASA
DEPUTY SECRETARY

cc. Rusty Bernstein 
DPE(Mazimbu)
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AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
DEPARTMENT OF 
POLITICAL EDUCATION

PO BOX 31791 
Lusaka, Zambia 

[ANC Telephone: 219656/7
ULI U N I T E D  A C T I O N  -p i A C O C l A
f o r  p e o p l e s  p o w e r i  leleX: 4 o o y U 19th December 1989

Comrade Rusty Bernstein,
Department of Political Education,
African National Congress,
Mazimbu.

Dear Comrade Rusty,

RE: Vour letter of 18th November 1989.

Thank you so much for your letter of the 18th November 1989 which we 

received only on the 14th December. Most unfortunately the head of the 

department, Comrade Reg September is out of the region and is due only in 

January. We have, however, faxed him your letter and we hope that he will 
be in touch with us soon. Since the details and terms of your involvement 
in the CENSAS project were agreed upon between you and Reg we feel that 
it will only be proper for us to so lic it his advice in this matter.

Nevertheless, we thought that we should forward to the TG your request 
concerning your travel and shipping of personal belongings to England. 
Please find attached, herewith, a copy of our letter to the Treasurer 

General. We shall duly let you know of the response from the TG.

We would also like to acknowledge receipt of your comments on the 

CENSAS syllabus.

Thanking you,

Yours,

LUCKY C. MABASA 
Deputy Secretary

c.c. DPE Mazimbu



African national

, < £  M c x

TRegional

Secretariat

Sasha Kani 
Zollle Mvela

P.O.Box 2239 
LAR ES SALAAM

P.O.Box 680
M0R0G0R0

Cfle. Rusty Benstein
I am requested by the Head of the Department to invite you to 
attend a Prayer Service in support of Ebroes' Lay which will be 
marked by Tanzanian Christians and the D.R,A. of the A.1T#C. on 
the 17th December 1989. v4

After a thourough thought the Department found it fitting to 
request you to be a speaker to out-lay the formation of the M,E# 
plus the history of the A.E,C,

Eopping that our request mills tee meet your favourable consideration#

In this year of Mass Action for'r*

Yours in Struggle 
Trevor (For Secret;
Revd. Sasha Kani/{I jf ̂&€partme!nt)

Phone:4420/1-3

Telex:55042 
SOMAC TZ
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TANZMIAII CHURCHES IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN HEROES DAY I 
« <

VENUE: St.Albans Anglican Church,Upanga near Y.7CA 
DATE : 17th December 1989

p r o g r a m m e

PROGRAM,IE/DECEMBER 17th SOLIDARITY SERVICE

1. NATIONAL ANTHELI
2. PRAYER
3. WELCOME REMARKS
4.' DRA PAPER
5. GUEST OP HONOUR
6. HISTORY OF THE ANC
7. DCC SPEAKER

8. UMOJA WA VIJANA
9. ANC CHIEF REP 
10.OFFERINGS
11.NATIONAL ANTHEM
12. CULTURAL PERFORMANCE
13.BENEDICTION

- Nkosi Sikelel'i Afrika
- Rev, Malasusa
- Rev, Crombie
- Cde Sasha Kani
- CCT Representative
- Cde Rusty Eernstein
- Pastor of Msimbazi Roman 

Catholic Church
- Representative of Vijana
- Cde Henry Chiliza
- Conducted by DCC
- Mungu Ibariki Afrika 

1CULTURAL PERFORMANCE1
- By a Bishop

CHOIRS TO PARTICIPATE ON THAT DAY

Anglican Church choir
Lutheran Church Choir
Roman Catholic Church Choir
Pentecostal Church Choir
Assemblies of God Choir
Njumba yaa Sana
Vijana GHP
Roots and Culture
Welling Peasants
Mission to Sinen
Pastors Choir
Salvation Array
Africa Inland Church Choir
ANC Choir

— 4 k   ̂ iC-iS

b y t d e d  <M <Lf .

A  • WLt^dr^Jio caUUX

cL j l
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i|- o*jzmAcL \oeao4c* -o»jy\. . û. ^<e0( 1  ̂ JdO/cc*, cur**>\-.

C w t QcjJlja. ( ScjLcJVcc^^ /̂ o|- j NficOS lotS*ct/)xA ̂ CXA, bhcnJ['~ % .
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<J2̂ 2(2uj c/j 6 i ^ & x ' ctXd f £oyp&J( -_, LA-e> 0 W 2  jQ&ti(bc*-ps. i^LOMf Ŷ Lkol*̂ ,
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(P^vwl î - wvu»v»lâ v . B o ^  ll* i* ^  a> vvv cur* A^vota^. oo*»v . v .



£-a ^ < 3 & l\n e *5  . M ach , +1̂  vv^a-Moi^ol  -+Ve c*?z5t?uctd av«r <a/wtoc(~ oJ( cr^. eruv’ * \

*s<4? . £>H ^rSodL? i| C^y opperxSldz —  4̂ <? e(-r4e -  tl&J<? o * f  cAmac^- \a&»c , pat^jar cv. 

b & w A p o l iftftZM ^ p A  a v & r  w \ o ^ y  y < S & J< £ . Tlvt'c <̂ trirt/>v»̂ :vwvtf (Koikes:
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RE-APPQLOGY:

Comrade Rusty, I am hereby appologising for what happened in Dar-es~ 
Balaam on the 17th December 1989* ’ . \

I' wish to register my sincere regret for the highjacking of our event,8" 
by some comrades who authorised themselves without the knowledge of my 
Department and especially myself as the head of this Department, I plead that 
you forgive me and my Department,and we are going to register a strong protest 
with the Chief Representative's office for they are cause of this.

In this ye 
Yours in Struggl 
Revd. Sasha

s action for people's power.



Somafco,
Mazimbu.

___________________________ 18-12, 89------  -----— —
Alfred Nzo, —
Lusaka.

Dear Comrade Alf,

In the more than 30 years we have known each other, 
and during w h i c h  I have been closely involved with the ANC,

I have never before felt impelled to write you a letter.
I make this point so that y o u  will under s t a n d  that I write only 
after deep thought, and b e c a u s e  I see it as the only way I can 
exercise what I see as some R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for our o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
future in East Africa../ I think that right now we are rapidly 
approaching a disast e y w h i c h  can cause immense harm to the whole ANC 
and probably the Soutn A f r i c a n  freedom struggle too.

There is a situation here at M a z imbu which I do not think 
any of us, the NEC included, dare ignore. For if we do not act 
to correct it soon, I fear that we may become the centre of an 
international scandal w h i c h  will draw in our supporters at home 
and abroad as well as f o r eign donor bodies.
Let me explain, by giving you a single i 1 lustfQation of the problem 
and how it develops to crisis proportions. I describe 
the events of this last weekend, as I saw them and as they were 
seen by two visit o r s  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  at all the events described:

December 16th is a p u b l i c  holiday here. We had a printed 
programme of events, starting w i t h  Toi-Toi, to be followed w i t h  a 
flag-raising ceremony, laying of wreaths at the graveyard. There 
was no toi-toi. For the flag raising, about 30 adults, many of 
them students gathered - o u t  of a community I estimate exceeds 
1500 - toget^ter with rather m o r e  children who may have come v o l u n 
tarily, or may have been b r o u g h t  by the school authorities.
(The fact that the ANC flag was raised some time after those of the 
CCM and Tanzanian state may be put down to a symbolic technical 
hitch caused by g r e m l i n s . ) A f t e r  a feeble singing of the National 
Anthem, it was announced that there were " u n f o rtunately " no 
wreaths. We w a l k e d  up to the graveyard, ripping sprigs of leaves 
and flowers from the trees as we passed to lay some sort of 
floral tribute , On the way back to b r e a k f a s t  t h were was m u c h  
comment, some of it u n f o r t u n a t e l y  jokey, about the number of 
absentees being the result of hangovers fr^om the previous night's 
holiday celebrations.

The programme f o l l o w e d  with a m e e t i n g  at the Dome at 9.30. 
Meanwhile, our German guests, w h o  had spent two years rounding up 
womens' organisations in the FRG and collec t i n g  donations to 
buy a bus for the ANC, w e r e  m a k i n g  a formal presentation of the 
new bus to the local ANC Womens' Section. There were 3 - three! - 
of our women present while the bus was formally donated, and p h o t o 
graphs taken for the record.

At 9,30 there w e r e  four people in the Dome, plus a half 
dozen students fetching and c a r r y i n g  chairs. By 10.30 the l o u d 
speakers were being installed w a t c h e d  by perhaps 30 people; and 
at around 10.45, the m e e t i n g  s t a rted w i t h  some 50 to 60 adults and 
a number of children pr-esent. It was a p retty miserable affair; 
the chairman had to demand a r e s p o n s e  several t ^ m e s  before anyone 
would start a ^revo l u t i o n a r y  s o n g . "
Two or'the listed speakers w e r e  missing, said to be ill - but no



substitutes were offered. By 1^2 o'clock it was over, a totally 
spiritless affair. The c h a i r m a n  made four announcements: the 
lunch scheduled for 12 w o u l d  be postponed till 2p.m; beer would be 
available as scheduled; there w o u l d  be a ~boxfhg match at 3:30; and 
a cultural event at 7.30. O n l y  the beer materialised. At 2p.m. 
there were only a few c o m r a d e s  slicing up vegetables in the dining 
halt; and n e ither lunch, b o x i n g  or cultural event happened. No e x 
planations, no apologies. Just one of those things!

Sunday 17th. O u r  two v i s i t o r s  were leaving in their new bus 
for Dar-es-Salaam. With the,_m there was to be a large contingent of 
comrades, including ^choral and music groups, who were to take 
part in a large gathering in Dar organised by our RADept, together 
with the Dar Council of Churches. The group bus, scheduled for 7.30 
finally moved off full at 8.30, followed by the full Womens' bus at 
9.00. Both were stopped at the gate by the gate-keepers, and a 
long and acrimonious d i spute over permits, names and so on went on. 
I did not join in to d i s c o v e r  the details, w hich resulted in every
one except the foreigners b e i n g  turned out of the buses. Our v i s i 
tors went off w i t h  our listed speaker, and arrived in time for the 
meeting, w hich had a c o n s i d e r a b l e  Tanzanian audience i n c l u d i n g

several church choirs and priests, but no ANC contingent. The ANC 
speaker who addressed the a u d i e n c e  was not the comrade instructed 
to do so by the RAD, but s o meone else substituted on the list by vx 

persons unknown. Until the v e r y  end of the affair, no one explained 
the ANC absence; it was s u b s e q u e n t l y  learnt that, after finally 
resolving the dispute at the gate, they had set out late, and had 
finally had a breakdwon along the road.

All of this sorry s e q u e n c e  of disasters and failures could, 
of course, be the result of u n f o r e s e e n  accidents. But I have been 
here now for long enough to know that this sort of thing is now 
regular and expected; the d e tails vary, but the abysmal standards 
of incompetence and casual indifference do not. And on every o c c 
asion when this type of fiasco occurs, there are visitors - aid 
wokers, donors and families from South Africa - to see it all for 
t h e m s e l v e s .None of these v i s i t o r s  are either deaf or blind. They 
move freely about this place; they see a great deal of the normal 
daily workings in addition to w h a t e v e r  they are shown formally by 
the administration; they talk to all and sundry that they pass in 
the street or meet in the g uest house and elsewhere. I know that 
in so doing, they make often acute o b servations of the things they 
are not shown, from the s e a m i e r  side of our complex; and they hear 
a great deal of gossip, complaint, criticism, and allegations of 
mispractice of all kinds. I know this because I am in a somewhat 
exceptional p o s i t i o n  here; I am regarded as something of a 
veterar^vith political seniority, and yet not of the ANC hierarchy 
or an office - b e a r e r  or a d m i n i s t r a t o r  ; nor am I one of the many 
refugees here who would love to get away, I am here as a volunteer 
and free to leave at will. For thes<4e reasons perhaps, many vist- 
ors discuss m a t ters with me that they might refrain from discussing

with you or other officials. I have been told, for instance, by 

some GDR volunt e e r s  who have spent some years here, that three or 
four years ago,Heroes Day was a grand affair; the whole community 
prepared actively for it for days before, and enthusiastically; 
that on the day, there w e r e  Large attendances at everything, inclu
ding ietsema, and a r eally high spirit, w hich they have seen de 
cline from year to year to the present pathetic state. Others who 
have served in A ngola for several years in SWAPO camps compare our 
standards of activity, of political involvement and s e r i o u s n e s s

2



very u n f a v o u r a b l y  with those of SWAPO.

What kinds of things do our visitors dicuss? They are all 
mightily impressed with^the''Buildings, the lanscaping, and the wide 
scopebf all the ongoing projects. But they are w o rldly-wise enough 
to know that they were all b u i l t  by, and often designed by and 
maintained by outside agencies, foreign aid workers or paid T a n z a n 
ian workeers. ^ f they see that almost all the work, building, 
farming, gardening, m a i n t e n a n c e  - and even much of the teaching and 
care of our own children is in the hands of Tanzanian hired staff. 
They see that our own c o m r a d e s  are g r a d ually retiring into the e x 
clusive "white men's jobs"-, brain-work, admin, and supervising 
others. Even our individual h ouse gardens, and personal laundry is 
now widely seen to be d e l e g a t e d  to Tanzanian casual labourers. Our 
visitors have seen, and c o m m e n t e d  to me, about evidence of neglect 
and poor, u n a c c e p t a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  of child care in our institutions;

about apparently outmoded, u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and authoritarian p r a c 
tices at the schools. They h a v e  contrasted the comparatively 
luxurious standards of housing, abundant free food and clothing, 
with a general atmos p h e r e  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and bitching, and with 
widespread cynicism, apathy, inefficiency and disengagement from 
political life or social s e r v i c e  activities.

And of course they h e a r  complaints of all kinds: complaints 
of favouritism and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in the award of scholarships; of 
harsh and totally u n a c c e p t a b l e  s ecur^ity practices and punishments; 
of commandism and b u r e a u c r a t i c  practices, w i t h o u t  any p u b l i c  a c c 
ountability; of a r b i trary a p p o i n t m e n t s  made w i thout p ublic reason 
or discussion; of disre g a r d  or failure to deal with the deep p s y c h 
ological problems and n eeds for counselling of children without 
parents and of w a r  or p r i s o n - d a m a g e d  adults. And over and over 
again, complaints of the remoteness, the virtual invisibility of 
the ANC leaders and the i m p o ssibility of m aking a formal complaint 
and asking for rectification. The hear^twoo, tales of p e t t y  c o r 
ruptions, of the selling off of ANC property or clothes received 
from donors; and so on. I make no c o m m e n t  on any '
of these allegations, e x c e p t  to say that I have heard them all from 
the mouths of visitors, and c o n s t a n t l y  e choed by many of our c o m 
rades here.

iMany of such c o m p l a i n t s  are made by loyal and p r oven c o m 
rades who have served the m o v e m e n t  well. If they are aggri e v e d  - 
as many certainly are - if they are becoming totally disillusioned 
about the ANC, and often a n g r y a b o u t  it, they deserve to have their 
allegationsj'heard and considered. W h ether they are valid or not can 
only be establ i s h e d  by free and open discussion. And in fact, in 
place of such open discussion, they are discussed widely everywhere 
except w he«re "officialdom" is present, perhaps for fear of being 
labelled a's "hostile". I hear this talk daily, everywhere. And so 
to greater or lesser e xtent do all enquiring visitors. I think we 
are dangerously d e c e i v i n g  o u r s e l v e s  if we imagine that our visitors 
will for ever remain s ilent a b o u t  these things, out of loyalty to 
our organisation.

I think the s imple fact is that the all-round decline and 
decay here^ias now become so evident, that it is only a m a t t e r  of 
time before some d i s i l l u s i o n e d  visitor, donor or defector from our 
rank^decides to "go public" w i t h  chapter and verse, and strip the 
unacceptable aspects of M a z i m b u  life of its veneer of rose-tinted 
paint. And wh^jn it happens - a n d  it seems to me it will not be



delayed for long - we will have an international scandal on our 
hands. We can be c e rtain that all our enemies at home and abroad 
will seize the o p p o r t u n i t y  to investigate, exaggerate _and distort, 
-until what today may seem like a natural outcome of many years of 
exile becomes a real epic disaster.

One can predict the conse q u e n c e s  of such revelations. It 
will be said that the A N C  is incapable of r u nning a transport pool 
of half a dozen cars, let a l o n e  a country! That the ANC cares 
littleabout the decline of its political, labour and moral s t a n d 
ards, so long as it is able to coast along on a gravy-train of for
eign aid. That we are r e p l i c a t i n g  for ourselves all the b u r e a u 
cratic and a u t h o r i t a r i a n  practices we complain of in the apartheid 
that our d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  are for public consumption, not for 
home use; and that the NEC is presiding over a Brezhnev-style 
stagnation, w i t h  all its symptoms of corruption, power-brokering , 
and incipient crisis.

4.

Alf, this may s ound dramat i c a l l y  e x aggerated or alarmist to 
you. Perhaps it is. But I do w a n t  to impress on you as strongly as 
I can that M a z i m b u  is a m a j o r  disaster w a i t i n g  to happen. It can 
NOT be p r e v e n t e d  n o w .by a n y t h i n g  less than direct intervention by
the NEC . .

. There are quite a n u m b e r  of first class comrades here a n x 
ious and itching to try and r e c t i f y  the mess; but it has gone well 
beyond local c o n t r o l ;  it needs the full backing and authority of 
the NEC. It needs the p r e s e n c e  of a part of the NEC here, on the 

spot, to enable a wide-ranging, uninhibited debate to take place, 
where the causes of the d i sease and the remedies for it can be 
worked out. THIS IS NOT A SIT£j®TION WHICH CAN BE RECTIFIED BY A 
FLYING VISIT BY SOMEONE F R ^ O M  H.Q. NOR CAN IT BE CURED BY THE R E 
MOVAL OF A FEW F A L L - G U Y S  AND THEIR R E PLACEMENT BY SOME DEEMED MORE 
R ESPONSIBLE OR EFFICIENT.

In my view, the leadership has now to stop sitting on itslf 
Iftandfintervene u r g ently and decisively. If not, there is going to 
be an explosion in the n e a r  future. And if that happens, it will 
not only damage the good image of M a z i m b u  w h i c h  exists in the o u t 
side world. It will d e s t r o y  the whole credib i l i t y  of the ANC in 
exile. It can lead to the w ithdrawal of donor aid, and a wide c o l 
lapse of projects. And will have r e p e rcussions on the whole future 
of our movem e n t  and s t r uggle in South A f r i c a  in the futuree.

I appeal to you as s t r ongly as I am able, to ACT NOW.
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