
THE REAL 
THING!

Soon you will be getting a two year call-up. But this is only the beginning of a life 

sentence. You will have to do camps every year until you’re 55. And there’s nothing 

to say that call-up will not be extended again, t  '
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1967: Random call-up for white men between the ages ot 17 and 65.

1972: Call-up increased from 9 to 12 months plus 95 days of camps.

^1977: Call-up doubled to 2 years and '240 day's of camps.

*1 982: Camps trebled to 720 days. ; . j; : . ■

1984: The call-up was extended to immigrant men.

W HAT tO R  ?

You are being called up to fight a war thytyOU did not Create. The war began the day 

the majority of South Africans were deniwj their rights as people. Young men have 

Young men have been forced to go to.-t i i t i i r i c e  1967. and R26 billion has been 

spent on ‘dcfencc’ since then. lf,.:th£;s0luti0n ;to South Africa's problems lay in 

military force, then surely the war would fiaVe beeto over long ago?!

It is obvious that the’answer lies 'ina dcmocraticsociety. where conscription would 

not be necessarySj^'Sf' ../]%
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Despite massive security measures by 
government forces, the unrest continues 
unabated. Why is this?

* Unemployment in the townships is unacceptably high.

* Township residents cannot afford further rent and food price rises.

* They are dissatisfied w ith the system o f community councils.

* Black school children are dissatisfied w ith what they term “gutter 

education” .

* Across South Africa people are rejecting the institutions o f apart

heid that govern their lives. They are demanding a democratic and 

unitary country w ith citizenship for all.

THE USE OF FORCE TO SUPPRESS 
POPULAR DEMANDS WILL NOT 
SOLVE THE CRISIS

The presence of the SAP and SADF in 
the townships will further increase 
conflict, as will the detention of polit
ical leaders and the imposition of the 
state of emergency. Conflict in South 
Africa can only be averted through 
addressing the root social and political 
grievances.



ECC CALLS FOR THE TROOPS TO BE 
WITHDRAWN FROM THE TOWNSHIPS

* Tlieir presence further polarises our already divided society.

* It is an effective declaration of war against the township residents.

* It further distances us from any peaceful solutions to the unrest.

* It has involved conscripts directly in an intensifying civil war.

* It is part of a broader militarisation of our society.

* E CC has adopted a range o f  long and short-term demands:

— we call for a just peace in South Africa

— we call for the troops to be withdrawn from the townships

— we call for an end to conscription

— we ask that conscripts be given the right to choose not to 
enter townships.
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HO IS ECC?
There are many people who are opposed to violence and/or to what the SADF

does in * the townships

* in SW A/N am ib ia

* in neighbouring countries.

As the conflict in South Africa gets worse, opposition to the call-up has grown:

* In 1985, 7 589 men did not report for military service.

* Between October and M ay, 912 immigrants refused South African citizenship 

because of the call-up.

* Between January and May over 300 objectors have appeared before the 

Board for Religious Objection.

W ith  all the opposition to conscription, ECC ’s have sprung up in Durban, Cape 

Town, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth and Pietermaritzburg.

ECC believes that people have a right to make their own moral or religious 

decisions about participating in the SADF. ECC ’s aim is to bring, together all 

people who are anti the call-up, and to pressure the government into stopping 

conscription.
ECC arranges talks, concerts, art exhibitions, plays and many other events to 

raise public awareness about what the army docs, and how to build peace in 

South Africa.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
* W ear ECC t-shirts. badges and stickers.

* Talk to your friends and family about the army and call-up.

* Bring your friends to ECC events

* Get actively involved in ECC.

(tn d Co*'*c r ''f>̂ L* rx

W A N T  TO K N O W  M O R E ?  

CONTACT:

★ Clare : b W M l
★ R o bb ie  :

V I J l . l - E . f c _



 

Collection Number: AG1977 

 
END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN (ECC) 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 

distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document is part of a collection held at the Historical Papers Research Archive at The University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


