


U POKT OF NATIONAL SECRETARIAT ON THE LAUNCHING "OF UDF BORDER REGION 

(By General Secretary)

September 24 , 1983 .
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1 . Introduction. . .

• ■

1 .1 )  The f i r s t  attempt to  launch the UDF in  the Border region on

24 September, 1983 met w ith  e s c a la t in g  State  repressio n . A ban 

was imposed on a l l  UDF, Saawu and Cosas meetings in  the East 

London d is t r ic t  by  the C h ie f  M agistrate  of the said  d is t r ic t .

The order was e ffe c t iv e  from 6 .0 0  am F riday  23 September 1983 - 

6 .0 0  am Sunday 25 September 1 9 83 .

1 .2 )  E ffect  o f  Ban

Because the order was unexpected , i t  l e f t  many members of the 

interim  committee confused  and dem oralised . Most o f  them did  not 

turn up for the committee m eeting scheduled for 5 .0 0  pm on Friday 

to f in a l is e  the strategy  and programme for  the  Saturday launching 

k  .* .;V-Beeting. ’

• •

1 .3 )  Response to Ban

I  phoned the p r e s id e n t  to d isc u ss  our press  comment. The p ublic ity  

secretary being  not a v a ila b le , 1 asked reg io n al secretaries of the 

"F r o n t  to release  a conmon statem ent to newspapers in  their  regions.

2 .  Interim  Committee. *

2 .1 )  Further plans
A meeting scheduled  fo r  Saturday  morning could not take p la c e . The 

police  drove away everybody coming near-Mosazane B a l l . As a resu lt  

- i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  f in d .t h e  in ter im  committee members.

On Saturday n ig h t  a  m eeting was h e ld  between m yself and fiv e  members — 

of the interim  committee. W ith  the m artial law operative  in  Mdantsane 

we could not m eetlu n til  la t e r  than 1 0 .0 0  pm. The hours : between 10 .30  pm 

and 4 .0 0  am were d e clared  curfew  h o u r s .---------  . . .  -

2 .2 )  Determination to  form UDF (Border) structure

Determined t o  form the UDF in  the Border Region , the interim  committee 

looked in to  new s tr a te g ie s  to  beat  State  a c tio n . A l i s t  o f organisations 

accepting the UDF D ec la ra tio n  was p repared . F ifte en  organisations were 

found to be committed to forming UDF Border Region . Eight remaining 

organisations were e ith e r  not co nsulted  or s t i l l  undecided.

• Organisations committed to  forming the  UDF Border Regional Structure 

were id e n t if ie d  as the fo llo w in g :

I .  South A fr ic a n  A l l i e d  Workers Union (Saawu)

. 2 . E a s t  London Youth O rg an isatio n

3 . E a s t  London Youth Congress

4 . A frican  Culture  and Community Development A ss .

5 . National Wom en's A sso ciatio n

6 . Azanian  Students* O rg an isatio n  (Azaso)

7 . D etainee  .Support Committee (Descom)

8 . Congress of South A fr ic a n  Students (Cosas)

9 . V ic to r ia  East  C o u n c il  o f  Sport

10 . A frican  Food and  Canning Workers Union (Afcwu)

I I .  Border C ouncil o f  Churches (BCC)

1 2 . C ath o lic  Students ' A sso ciatio n  (Casa)

13. A nglican  Students ' A sso ciatio n  (Asa)

14 . Black Students* Movement (BSM)

15. Fort Bare B lack  S t a f f  A sso ciatio n  ____
_ ■  . ■ .  —  ------------------- i i  . __________ _ •  • - > - »  v/-* ____________ __
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3-1) Material
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•  it desperately needs BDFWaters/T shirts;

•  needs video cassette of o df  ^national launching; • •

•needs documents explaining history and -

3.2) Other " " t‘ ° ”  ° f 0DF-

S ŝ “ : J U“  «*— « « . .  «  seems like there is a „ e.d  for

•  what a front i s ;

•  why the UDF w as formed; -

•  how the UDF o p erates ; ■ • • •  ______ __________________________ ___________ ________

•  how organisatlons affiliated to could be ... .... '__________

V democracy and/or decision-making within the UDF. - 

Conclusion.
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