
 
 

JANUARY 2001 
 

Mon 1 
 
According to British cabinet papers  for 1970;  recently released under the 30 year rule, 
the current foreign office minister, Peter Hain, faced prosecution as leader of a group 
determined to protest during the forthcoming tour by the South African cricket team. 
 
In the event the invitation, by the English Cricket Board, was withdrawn and there was 
no tour that year. The ECB had acceded to a request from Jim Callaghan, the home 
secretary, amid fears that athletes from the black African nations would not attend that 
years Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh. 
 
Later in the same year, when a Conservative government was in power, officials reversed 
a 1967 Labour decision not to supply military hardware to the Pretoria regime. The Heath 
government authorised the sales in an attempt to stem, a supposed communist threat, 
from sweeping Africa. 
 
Sun 7 
 
Small proportions of Namibia’s population, the remnants of the Basta nation, are coming 
to the end of a legal struggle to retain their cultural and linguistic identity. The population 
of 50,000; 1.3% of a population of 1.7m are centered in the town of Rehobut which is 55 
miles south of the capital, Windhoek. They are led by J Mc Nab, the descendant of a Scot 
shipwrecked of the Namibian coast at the beginning of the 19th century. 
 
The ‘original’ Bastas had made the trek from South Africa, along with their Afrikaans 
language, because they felt persecuted by British rule from Pretoria. At one time this 
small nation had its own land which was ruled by a Kaptain and a council; raad. Since the 
independence of Namibia, in 1990, the nation has lost its council. They are only left with 
J Mc Nab to fight their latest battle. 
 
Having spent Nam $3m through the legal system up, and including the United Nations, 
the UNHCR has ruled that the Basta must be allowed to retain the right to use the 
Afrikaans language, despite this being at variance with the constitution. 
 
“An international agreement to reduce the use of dangerously toxic pollutants and 
ultimately eliminate their production was endorsed by representatives of 122 nations. The 
treaty, negotiated by the United Nations Environment Program, set up a global strategy to 
control the production, trade and disposal of persistent organic pollutants. Of 12 such 
substances that have been identified as the worst, nine are to be banned immediately. The 
agreement will be signed in Stockholm in May.” – World Watch, Time Magazine page 26, 
25/12  -  
 



Mon 8 
 
As in pre independence days the weekly; now daily The Namibian newspaper is still a 
thorn in the side of the authorities. Before the removal of the South African yolk of 
colonialism the paper, which was launched in 1986, would go to great lengths to report 
atrocities carried out on the civilian population. 
 
At this time, under the editorship of Gwen Lister, the paper is still searching out it still 
performs its role of speaking out for the people that feel they have no voice to be heard 
against the authorities in Windhoek. Presently. Under the strap line, 'Telling it like it is' 
reporters follow stories of alleged government corruption and rumblings of opposition the 
president Sam Nujoma.  
 
The paper has a staff of 100 and a daily circulation of 21,000; an immense achievement 
when considering Namibia’s literacy rate and immense distances of distribution. 
 
An appeal court, comprising of judges from Britain, Zimbabwe, Scotland, Nigeria, South 
Africa as well as Botswana will sit in Gaborone, the capital of the former British colony, 
to hear the case of a South African socialite sentenced to hang for the murder of the wife 
of a close friend. 
 
If Mariette Boshhe looses this appeal she will only be the first woman to hang in 30 
years. Convicted 12 months ago of the death of Maria Marans, this is her last hope to 
defy the hangman. The prisoner could, however, be entitled to clemency, as 6 of the last 
14 prisoners due to die were in the last 10 years.  
 
Thurs 11 
 
During the 13th International Aids Conference (qv 10/7), held in Durban last year, the 
plight of Nkosi Johnson aged 11 became a potent symbol of the fight against bigotry that 
those having the disease are exposed to.  
 
Since the time, when his opening speech caused a president to ‘remember something 
more important’ and leave while the boy was speaking, his foster mother; Gail has had to 
shield him from those who claim to be able to cure him and those who are genuinely 
want to pay homage. The admirer’s for what he has achieved to bring the plight of those 
who are infected with the Aids virus to the forefront of South African politics. 
 
Confined to a bedroom, where the inevitable will happen, within hours, days or weeks,  
he is far from the person who stood on that Durban stage and shamed the Mbeki 
government into positive action. 
 
Tues 16 
 
After due consideration, by the public accounts committee, an investigation into all the 
events surrounding the granting of the R43bn contract to British Aerospace Systems and 



others (qv 27/11) is called for. On forwarding their recommendation that the investigation 
should be handed over to the already convened Heath Commission it was rejected by the 
minister P Maduna.  
 
Having backed the decision by his minister Mr Mbeki must now decide who will front 
the inquiry. By not backing members of the public accounts committee the president has 
been seen, in some MP’s eyes, to condone kickbacks and nepotism in the awarding of 
lucrative contracts; the beginning on the slippery slope towards a nation run on greed for 
power. 
 
Wed 17 
 
The worlds leading diamond mining company, De Beers, has joined forces with the 
French company LVMH, the purveyor of luxury goods from the likes of Givenchy and 
Christian Dior. This move into retailing, a first for the company founded in 1888, will 
cost it $200m over the next 4 or 5 years. 
 
The aim of the joint company is to have a store selling high-class clothes and diamonds in 
the fashion capitols of the world. From the point of view of the South African company 
the move is a logical conclusion of its $180m “A diamond is for ever” advertising 
campaign. 
 
Fri 19 
 
The appeal, in Botswana (qv 8/1) by M Bosch, fighting for life after a sentence of death 
was passed by the high court in Gaborone has begun. The defence lawyer, De de Silva 
QC will claim that the prosecution, in the original trail, withheld vital evidence during the 
trial. 
 
Ms Bosch ’s defence team will say that the victim was shot by H Coetzee, a general 
manager where the victim, M Wolmarans, was a financial manager. The motive for the 
killing was to cover up financial irregularities in the firm’s accounts. This evidence was 
not produced at the original trial, and only now so because H Coetzee was offered 
immunity from prosecution if he came back to Botswana after fleeing overseas. 
 
Mon 22 
 
World Health Organization officials arrived in KwaZulu Natal to help with a cholera 
epidemic that has claimed at least 65 lives in the South African province since August. 
Additional deaths were also reported in neighboring southeast African states. More than 
50 people have died if the disease in Mozambique in recent months, and cases have been 
diagnosed in Swaziland and Zambia Tanzania and Malawi. 
 
Medical workers estimate that up to 17,000 people have been infected in KwaZulu Natal 
and believe that new cases in the industrial Johannesburg Reef area and other northern 
provinces could be traced to the original outbreak. – World Watch, Time Magazine page 15 –  



Wed 31 
 
After due consideration the appeal court, in Botswana, has ruled the South African 
woman M Bosch has lost her final battle to avoid the death penalty for the killing of 
another mans wife (qv 19/1). 
 
During the hearing the court rejected her lawyers argument that there were grave flaws in 
the original trial; the refusal to call H Coetzee, a person with a greater reason to see his 
employer dead.  
 
Summing up the president of the court, T Agunda, called the accused a “wicked and 
despicable women. The murder had been planned over a long period, no doubt as a result 
of jealousy and intimidation.” 



 
 

FEBRUARY 2001 
 

Fri 2 
 
The board of Anglo American, the mining company based in South Africa, is seeking to 
bid for control of the diamond market as it makes a take over bid for De Beers. The bid 
offer is of $40 per share of De Beers Consolidated mines and De Beers Centenary 
depositary receipts. This would value the company at $16b. 
 
The movers behind the bid are the Oppenheimer family who already hold 45% interest 
through their company Central Holdings in De Beers, although there are other parties 
involved – Anglo American with 45% and Debswana, a joint venture with the Botswana 
government of 10%. 
 
Sat 3 
 
As a result of the deepening political crisis, following the rejection of the call from the 
public accounts committee, who’s chairman A Feinstein was sacked seven days ago  by 
the Heath commission (qv 16/1), the national executive of the ruling African National 
Council is to meet. Under discussion will the widely growing suspicion, of the public and 
MP’s that financial inducements were offered to ensure a consortium involving British 
Aerospace Systems was awarded a lucrative defence contract. 
 
Behind the scenes, on television and in the press the arguments of whom and what should 
be made public have continued. 
 
Sun 11 
 
What was thought to be lost for ever, the speech made by Nelson Mandela,  in his own 
defence of terrorist charges at the Rivoena trial in 1964,  have been recovered from a 
obsolete recording machine used during the trial. A technical expert and history curator at 
the British Library in London was able to overcome such problems different electrical 
voltages and slight damage to the actual recorded sound. 
 
Extract from Nelson Mandela’s speech; “Africans want to be paid a living wage. Africans 
want to perform work of which they are capable of doing. ... We want to be part of the 
general population and not confined to living in our ghettos. . We want a just share in the 
whole of South Africa. ... Above all, my lord, we want equal political rights, because 
without them, our disabilities will be permanent. ... Our struggle is a truly national one. It 
is a struggle of the African people, inspired by our own suffering. .. It is a struggle for the 
right to live.  
 
During my lifetime, I have dedicated my life to this struggle of the African people. I have 
fought against white domination, and I have fought against black domination. I have 



cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons will live together 
in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal for which I hope to live for and see 
realised. But, my lord, if needs be, it is an ideal I am prepared to die.’’ 
 
Mon 12 
 
Beginning on 5/3 in the high court in Pretoria is a legal battle that if lost by the 
government could see thousands of people die from viral infections for the want of an 
affordable medicine. On the two sides will be 42 pharmaceutical companies, such as the 
British GlaxoSmithKline and on the other the Mbeki administration who are defending 
the use of generic drugs to fight Aids and pneumonia that kill thousands every year. 
 
At the heart of the matter is, as always, profit. The drugs that help to fight these diseases, 
ATC and 3TC. If produced by any of international producers cost $10,000 per patient per 
year, when the average income is only $3,000 per year. Generic drugs, imported from 
Thailand, can produce the same life saving product for as little as $200 a year. 
 
The multinationals then argue that the high cost of their product is justified because of the 
cost of years of research and development that went into the product they sell. A counter 
argument, from opposition groups, the Treatment Action Campaign, say that those 
suffering in the developed countries are well able to afford the going rate. 
 
Also argued in court by the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Association of South Africa, 
on behalf of the 42, is the unfairness of a Manufacturers and World Health Organisation 
agreement, the Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights, where signatories have until 
2006 to agree a 20 year patent laid down for drug companies. 
 
In court, it will be claimed that Pretoria’s 1997 Medicines Act, section 15c,  allows the 
import of generic drugs when the PMSA will argue when it is an emergency. 
 
Tues 13 
 
The Portuguese community, many of whom arrived in South Africa after leaving newly 
independent Angola and Mozambique, are angry at comments made by the security 
minister. In an exchange of letters, allied to a 12,000 strong all races anti crime 
demonstration through the centre of Pretoria the minister, Steve Tshwete, said that many 
of those that fled their former colonies were now unhappy at their conditions.  
 
They were not willing, or able, to adjust to the will of the people even after 2 multi racial 
elections that clearly showed the majority of their fellow countrymen were willing to live 
with a black majority government. 
 
In response the community’s leader, Father C Gabriel, called on the government in 
Lisbon to with draw its ambassador as a mark of protest. In defence of the marches make 
up it was also pointed out that many of the marchers were black.  
 



Recently broadcast on South African television has been the documentary Secret Safari 
which has exposed the use of a travel company to illegally import arms for Umkhonto we 
Sizwe; the military wing of the African national Congress. 
 
Using a converted Bedford truck a 19-year-old Britain, Stuart Round, – a veteran of anti 
apartheid demonstrations in his hometown of Nuneaton and London, began working for 
an ANC financed travel company in 1986. The London based African Hinterland would 
take customers on a 7 week journey to Cape Town. For those who wanted a shorter 
option there was an opt out in the Zambian capital of Lusaka – where the military 
hardware was loaded for onward transport. 
 
The company, dubbed one of the best safari companies in the business, continued its 
work up until 1991 and the need for the threat of military pressure was ended. 
 
Wed 14 
 
Bringing to mind the horrors of forced removals, by previous National Party 
governments, the present administration has embarked on a similar policy. On this 
occasion it is for health benefits, according to the present authorities. 
 
To the residents of Alexandria township who live along the River Jukskie who, because 
of an outbreak of cholera in the vicinity, it is an opportunity to clear the land and then to 
sell it for development. 
 
In South Africa, as a whole, the cholera outbreak (qv 22/1) has spread to all but one of 
the countries nine provinces. According to the World Health Organisation the death rate 
is 23: 10,000 residents. So far the rate of infection is running at 1,000 per day and falling 
says the authorities in Pretoria. 
 
Those moved from Alexandria have been moved to Diepsloot north of Johannesburg, 
where there is anger from residents because of overcrowding. Other exiles have been 
moved to Soweto where they have been settled in new houses, ahead of long standing 
residents. 
 
Pretoria is to expropriate a white owned farm, a first by the authorities, after the farmer 
would not agree the value of the land made by an independent valuer. The 3,100 acres of 
land was seen to be worth R840, 000 which, said the farmer was too little to purchase 
another farm. The government now intends to offer the land to blacks that were disposed 
of their land by the apartheid regime. 
 
Fri 16 
 
Government sources, in Pretoria, have accused London of attempting to poach qualified 
teachers away from South Africa. The move will be top of the agenda when Labour’s 
international development secretary, Claire Short, arrives for a visit to the country. The 
education minister, K Asmal, whilst not opposed to the idea of teachers traveling 



overseas thought that any approach to them should have been made through official 
channels. 
 
The recruitment initiative is on behalf of two of London’s councils, Tower Hamlets and 
Newham, has been organised, and financed by the private recruitment firm TimePlan. 
The trip, which will cost the firm thirty thousand pounds, will see the separate 
delegations visit different cities. Newham officials will travel to Johannesburg and Port 
Elizabeth, while the delegation from Tower Hamlets will fly to Cape Town and Durban. 
 
In reply to the South African accusations a spokesman for the Department of Education 
said that the visit was not a government sponsored trip and that it was happy for a private 
company to undertake the initiative. TimePlan management defended its action by stating 
that there were more than enough teachers in the countries education system. Those 
chosen would benefit by enhancing their professional development. 
 
Once renowned for advocating “one settler, one bullet,” the soon to be 50 PAC MP 
Patricia de Lille continues to be a thorn in the side of the ruling African National Party. 
Since being elected as a member of parliament, in 1994, she has taken on the task to 
make a point of exposing what she feels is inappropriate actions of the government. 
 
Her latest campaign has been to accuse the ruling party of this inappropriate action in its 
awarding of the contract to supply military hardware to British AeroSpace Systems (qv). 
Even now she feels under threat of the authorities interfering in her workings as a 
member of parliament. Ms de Lille claims that she is shunned by other MP’s and that her 
office and telephone are under electronic surveillance. 
 
The Oppenheimer family have had to increase there offer bid for the diamond mining 
company De Beers (qv 2/2) to $17.6bn. The agreement was announced simultaneously in 
Johannesburg and, via satellite, in London. The agreement was reached without heated 
exchanges between shareholders and members of the board. They were unhappy at 
management’s assumed double standards and lack of providing adequate information. 
 
With the backing of the president De Beers will pull out of the listings of the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange. This will be seen as an enormous blow to the economy. 
To compensate for this De Beers said that there would be an inflow of $2.8bn into the 
South African economy. 
 
Funding for the bid; $1.2bn from the Oppenheimer family has come about by it reducing, 
to 5%, from 8%,  it’s holding in De Beers. Shareholders will receive $43.17 per share. 
This is a 31% increase on what was offered on 2/2. 
 
De Beers had earnings of $1.3bn last year compared to $831m for the 12 months before  
 
Floods have killed 17 people in Mozambique a year after the country’s worst flood 
disaster. The situation is critical in the central Tete province, where many people are 
stranded, the prime minister Pascoal Mocumbi said. – AP -  



Sat 17 
 
Armed men have attacked a group of peasants in Angola, killing at least 20 and 
wounding a dozen more, a Portuguese news agency reported yesterday. The attack took 
place on Thursday in the town of Quinzango, about 220 miles east of the capital Luanda. 
The army did not identify the attackers. – Reuters –  
 
Police officers trying to arrest two people suspected of being involved in South Africa’s 
violent taxi wars opened fire in the north – western town of Rustenberg yesterday as 
about 200 people stoned them. 
 
Six civilians were hit by rubber bullets and live rounds and a policeman was injured. 
SABC radio described the shootings as “indiscriminate,” said a journalist among those 
shot. – AP –  
 
Sun 18 
 
With the increasingly frequent attacks on farmers and their families – there has been 58 
assaults, resulting in 12 deaths since 1/99;  farmers have welcomed an initiative from the 
government. A spokesman for Agri SA, the group that speaks for 45,000 commercial 
farmers, welcomed the announcement by Steve Tswete, the minister of security, of 4 
helicopters at a cost of R40m. They will be a great help to the self-protection groups to 
search for these bandits. One such scheme that will benefit is Ixpo Security Watch which 
with 9 people and 4 vehicles provide cover for 180 farms. 
 
The increased security measures will be a great help to the already overstretched military 
and police. Police numbers have dropped to 123,000  in 2000 from 143,000 in 1995. 
 
After a 4 year legal wrangle, overseen by the Paris based Unesco organisation, a 
proportion of stolen gold coins have been returned to the country from which they 
mysteriously went missing. 
 
The coins were a part of a shipment of 1,200 that came from the East Indies Company 
ship Doddington. The vessel, which went down in July 1775 of Algoea Bay, was part of 
the ‘Clive of India’ fleet that was to attempt to push the French out of that country. On 
board the Doddington* was a crew of 293. Of these only 23 survived. 
 
Treasures from the wreck were legally salvaged, in 1977, and displayed in the Bayworld  
Museum in Port Elizabeth. The illegally held coins then surfaced at Spinks, a London 
auction house who notified the South African Heritage Agency in Cape Town. After the 
auction house refused to return the coins to a Florida based collector the legal wrangle 
began.   
 
The final result will see 405 of the Portuguese gold coins returned for display along with 
other artifacts from the 18th  century wreck in Port Elizabeth. This outcome is remarkable 



because it is the first time that one country heritage laws have successfully applied in a 
second country. * authors note see notes 3. 7. 98  
 
Botswana president Festus Mogae refused to grant clemency to a white woman sentenced 
to death for murder. – IOS page 4, C 7 -  
 
Tues 20 
 
Doctor Alan Boesak, whose jail sentence was reduced in 2000 (qv 13/3) is likely to spend 
more time in jail. His latest misdemeanor is to commit perjury when accused of using a 
stolen mobile phone. The former chair of the Foundation of Justice is alleged to have 
made calls to a senior cabinet minister, an aid to the president and his wife. 
 
An assumed role model for the black business community has resigned from his many 
business interests, the chair of the state gambling board, and the University of Zululand 
and other directorships, after being named in a police corruption investigation. 
 
Mr K Kune, the then chairman of the state owned Central Energy Fund, is accused of 
accepting $60,000 from High Bean trading. The company, with financial links, through 
Transfigura, to London was hoping to influence The CEF to award a $200m contract over 
an oil deal. 
 
After preliminary investigations Mr Kune was removed from office in 12/00. The 
government is to try and recover, an alleged $3m bribe already paid by the company. 
 
Wed 21 
 
As the case brought on behalf of 42 pharmaceutical companies comes to court (qv 12/2) a 
United Nations report offers some hope to the Mbeki government and other third world 
countries, Thailand and Brazil, that they have the right to supply generic drugs. 
 
Speaking on the findings the general secretary of the United Nations, Kofi Annam, 
implied it is time to support initiatives that will limit the social and economic crisis that 
these countries will face if no effort is made to control these fatal diseases. 
 
As an outbreak of ‘travel rage’ at Pretoria’s central station a recent incident there must be 
among the harshest ever recorded. As 6,000 commuters waited for trains to carry them 
home the stations communications and signal systems failed. Fed up with these 
continuing hardships they took matters into their own hands. As a result of their actions 
an outbreak of fire destroyed the historic monument. 
 
Thurs 22 
 
Floods have killed 41 people and forced more than 75,000 to flee their homes in 
Mozambique, the Portuguese news agency Lusa reported yesterday. Mozambique, which 



is still recovering from last year’s floods which killed 700 people and displaced 500,000, 
has appealed for $30m in aid. – Reuters –  
 
Sat 24 
 
As the death toll continues to rise in the most recent flooding in Mozambique the 
authorities in Maputo appeal to members of the international community for financial and 
logistical aid.   
 
The extent of the flooding has affected at least 17,000 people, who are now living in 
camps. There is, however, a need to move a further10, 000 out of danger. In the stricken 
areas the death toll is 41. There is risk of an additional 400, 000 in danger.  
 
The government is hoping that overseas aid will reach $20m. This will be used for the 
purchase of extra helicopters and fixed wing aircraft for evacuation purposes. A 
spokesman for the Ministry of Agriculture says that 67, 000 acres of farmland has been 
affected, which has displaced 44,000 peasant farmers. 
 
Wed 28 
 
Pupils from a Leeds school, Bruntclife High School, based in Morley, have joined with 
their counterparts in a Durban school in an environmental project concerned with 
understanding the importance of clean air and water. 
 
The South African school, Phoenix Secondary, is in an area where cholera has taken a 
grip over the last few months (qv 22/1). Not only will the Phoenix pupils learn about the 
importance of clean water to combat the spread if the killer disease, they will knowledge 
of the world and giving the pupils a national awareness of the world. 



 
 

MARCH 2001 
 

Mon 5 
 
To coincide with case 4183/9, in Pretoria high court, concerning the supply of generic 
drugs to treat complaints such as Aids (qv 12/2) a global day of action has been called. 
Not only will demonstrations take place outside the court building; they will also be held 
in other South African cities of Cape Town and Durban. 
 
Other demonstrations will be held outside the Association of British Pharmaceutical 
headquarters building in the Whitehall district of London. Other cities in Britain where 
demonstrations will be held are Manchester, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Norwich and Leeds. 
 
In the United States several cities will be targeted for protest meetings. These include 
Philadelphia; the headquarters of the Glaxo empire. 
 
Tues 6 
 
Before Judge B Ngoepe, in Pretoria’s high court, F Cillers, the advocate for the 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Association of South Africa began to argue the case that 
the South African government was breaking the law in wanting to supply generic drugs, 
rather than those under patent, to fight such diseases as Aids.  
 
As the case progressed, however, legal argument was soon to show that the authorities 
have the right to import cheaper drugs under the country’s common law. If this was so, 
said the judge, then the new law was only setting out the regulations under which this 
could be achieved. His honour also questioned whether the court had the jurisdiction to 
hear this case, as the president had not signed the act. 
 
Outside the court, as well as throughout the country and overseas, demonstrations were 
held. In England one of the sites was outside the headquarters building of 
GlaxoSmithKline in Brentford, Essex. 
 
On the international scene the United States, the World Health Organisation and the 
European Union all now indicate that the South African legislation will not be opposed. 
The World Trade Organisation also indicates that the laws do not infringe international 
patents. 
 
Wed 7 
 
In an unprecedented move the judge hearing case 4183/98 (qv 12/2) which began on 6/3 
has given a voice to a group that lobbies hard for those suffering from the Aids virus. 
Termed ‘a friend of the court’ the Treatment Action Campaign has been given six weeks 
to gather submissions from Aids sufferers and also evidence of drug pricing structures 



from around the world. The Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association had asked the 
judge for four months to reply to the submissions from the TAC. 
 
In another shock ruling Mr Justice Ngoepe ordered that members of the PMA must reveal 
its worldwide policy of business practice and pricing policy. 
 
Cartoon Business excuses for excess drug profits “I tell people I deal in Cannabis”  
 
Thurs 8 
 
The flooding, that is affecting central Mozambique (qv 24/1) have now claimed the lives 
of 75 people. The extent of the flooding has displaces 81,000 and stranded 8,000, who 
have now been moved out of danger. The relatively small number of deaths, compared to 
those that died in 2000 is due to the adequate warnings and careful planning that were 
given by the authorities. 
 
Giving these details to parliament the energy minister, C Langa, commenced a 
comparison of the effects of internal and external agencies during the last two years of 
flood disruption. In 2000 Mozambiquan resources – Red Cross, military and private boat 
owners saved 29,000 people. When neighbouring military forces, from South Africa and 
Malawi, became involved only another 16, 000 were moved to safety. Once the appeal 
for help had gone out to the international a further 287people were brought to safety. 
 
British charities have agreed that the surplus monies raised from last year’s appeal – 
£1.2m pounds, should be used at this current time. 
 
Sun 11 
 
Following the decisions, made in the Pretoria high court concerning Aids (qv 7/3), it now 
can be told that that trials of a drug to combat the virus are imminent. In collaboration 
with the US based biotechnology company Alphavax scientists from the University of 
Cape Town and the National Institute of Virology have produced a vaccine for the sub 
type C strain of the virus. Trials of which will begin towards the end of the year in 
Durban. 
 
Also an announcement has been made that the US based Merck company will sell two 
types of Aids drugs, in South Africa, at 10% of the price it would normally charge in the 
United States. Further, India has applied to the Pretoria authorities for a license to sell the 
generic drug Cipla to those who cannot afford any thing more expensive. 
 
Mon 12 
 
Detailed, the names of the two antietroviral to be offered by the USA based Mereck 
company at a discount to countries in sub Saharan Africa, Crixivan, which has a normal 
price of $6,000 will be sold for $600 a year. Likewise Stocrin, on sale in the USA for 
$5,000 will be sold at $500 a year. 



Thurs 15 
 
Student protest, in the United States, has seen an about turn, on pricing policy, by a 
global manufacturer of retroviral drugs. Yale University students have forced there board 
of governors to change its policy agreement with the pharmaceutical giant Bristol Myers 
Squid; who manufacture Zerit and Videx drugs that are used in the treatment of Aids. The 
university, which owners the patent on 4dt, the active ingredient of Zerit, earns $40m per 
year from the drug company. However it has little control over the pricing policy. Yale’s 
decision to lift its patent on 4dt will see BMS drop the price of the two drugs to less than 
$1 per day, from the $20 normally charged. 
 
Speaking in parliament, on only one of the two occasions when questions are answered 
by the president, Mr Mbeki dismissed a suggestion, from Tony Leon the leader of the 
Democratic Party, that a state of emergency should be declared to combat the threat of 
Aids. The leader of the opposition said that such a move would allow the government to 
bypass patent laws and obtain cheaper generic drugs to fight the virus. 
 
Responding the president indicated that the move was not necessary and probably 
unconstitutional. It would also be better to await the outcome of the legal challenge now 
being made through the legal system. 
 
It has been proposed that a bronze/resin statue* of Nelson Mandela be erected on a fifth 
plinth in Trafalgar Square in London. The sculptor Ian Walters would design the larger 
than life; 9ft image, standing on the 5ft plinth. The statue would stand on the South 
African Embassy side of the Square. 
 
The project, costing £280,000, would be overseen by a committee of ‘notables’ including 
Lord Attenbourgh, director of the film Cry Freedom and Lady Chalker, the foreign office 
minister. 
 
*The author himself has sent of a 10 pounds [English] cheque in support of this project –  
 
Fri 16 
 
The teaching of history in South African schools is facing a dilemma. Even now, seven 
years after the countries first multi ethnic elections, students are still using the same 
books that teach the Afrikaner version of the past. There is barely a mention of the black 
population. 
 
To rectify the situation the government set up a committee of prominent historians and 
anthropologists to try and rectify the issue. One of the committee’s members, B Nassan 
the head of history at Cape Town University, along with his fellow members came to the 
conclusion that history was discredited and therefore in crisis. – G2 page 2 –  
 
 
 



Sat 17 
 
Still not satisfied, with the compensation offered for losing his land (qv 14/2), farmer W 
Pretorius was among several hundred farmers who mounted a protest in the Town of 
Lynburg. During the meeting the president of the Transvaal Agricultural Union, G 
Ehlers, condemned the “monstrous way in which land is taken from whites and given to 
others.” Despite this contested case over 11,000 other white farmers, throughout the 
country have taken the money offered by the government and left the land. 
 
Detailing this specific case; in 1906 the land belonged to the Dinkwanyane community. 
There they successfully farmed 4,000 hectare holding such productive land was deemed 
to good for blacks, once the National Party came to power. Members of the community 
were either paid off or moved themselves 30 miles away – onto land deemed ‘suitable.’ 
In 1961 fed up with their continuing presence on this productive land – fruit growing and 
grazing cattle – a number of “forced evictions” occurred, when the land was sold to the 
present owner, among others. 
 
Initially agreeing to leave the land, after consultations with the land commission, Mr 
Pretorius accepted R2.1m/£186,000. However the present government set about 
reclaiming cash loans, advanced by the apartheid regime, which altered the situation. 
With the compensation now on offer of just £74,000 the farmer has taken this tough 
stance. 
 
Sun 18 
 
Cape Town, with its avowed intent to dismiss its Calvinistic image, following the efforts 
in 1999 (qv 27/9) has drawn the contempt of members of the Christian and Muslim 
organisations from within the city. 
 
Such is the ferment aroused by the authorities to promote the city as the gay capital of the 
world, and finance the Mother City Queer festival that a coming together of the two 
groups, will result and a rally at Newlands rugby ground on 21/3. Whilst not objecting to 
an individuals rights to be homosexual; it is enshrined in the constitution there are 
objections to Cape Town being marketed solely on its sexual preference. 
 
At a planning meeting for the Human Rights Day gathering 50 Christian leaders met with 
fellow objectors from the Muslin, Hindu and Jewish communities pointed out that the gay 
community only made up a minority of the cities population. They would rather the 
council promoted business on a family friendly basis than a gay friendly basis. 
 
City officials, speaking through the Tourism officer, Sheryl Ozinsky, pointed out that 
24,000 gays visited the city in 1999. If spending is anything like that by the gay 
community, in the USA – R331bn – it can only be of benefit to the city economy. 
 



Tues 20 
 
Leader Comment, Going for the full Nelson despite the crisis of Trafalgar Square, the 
urge to find an image to sit upon the vacant forth plinth – and the observation by R W Johnson that 
“one Nelson statue” is quite enough for the London square. Anyway some of the acts, 
done on behalf of this man are not worthy of remembrance. 
 
However “Mr Mandela has become more than just a hero and legend. He is now a human 
symbol, a totem, for the fight against racism. Trafalgar Square should be honoured to be 
graced by his presence.” 
 
Wed 21 
 
Letter    J Cavall London on the relevance, to history of a second South African 
‘notable’ on a plinth in, and in the vicinity of,  Trafalgar Square. The writer is referring to 
one of Jan Smuts, who despite a successful militaryWW2 Career will always is 
remembered as the prime minister who introduced the policy of apartheid to the country. 
 
The Namibian president, Sam Njoma, has called on police to arrest, deport and imprison 
gays and lesbians, saying homosexual behaviour is not permitted, despite the country’s 
liberal constitution. 
 
“The Republic of Namibia does not allow homosexuality, lesbianism here,” he told 
students at the University of Namibia on Monday. – AP –  
 
Sat 24 
 
As a result of action, in the high court, which began in 1994, 40 employees of Thor 
Chemicals (qv 29/9) have been awarded £100, 000 after being poisoned by the metal 
mercury. They were employed at the company’s plant in Durban. 
 
Anthony Sampson remembers the time, 50 years ago, when as a recently graduate from 
Oxford University, he was invited to come to Durban and edit the fledgling magazine 
The African Drum. 
 
Under his stewardship Drum Magazine came to be admired by missionaries and filled 
with editorial that white liberals thought blacks would want to lead. Circulation leapt up 
when black writers took over, reflecting life in the townships, and focusing on crime. 
Sport, jazz and cover girls. 
 
Ownership of the magazine changed during the apartheid era, and it survives today as a 
weekly – unpolitical and mostly devoted to entertainment and sport. – Weekend Guardian –  
 



Wed 28 
 
The continuing floods, in Mozambique (qv 8/3) have forced at least 180,000 to flee the 
area. They are now living in one of the more than 70 centres of temporary 
accommodation set up by the government and the United Nations. In one such centre, 
Marromeu on the south bank of the Zambizi river, there are 24,000 residents. Overall the 
UN’s World Food Programme needs 80 tonnes a day to feed those that have fled their 
homes. 
 
Of those displaced 155,000 are settled in the Zambizi valley. They have come to this area 
to escape the waters of two smaller rivers, to the north and south of the region. As of this 
date 81 people have died so far this year. 
 
South African schoolgirls are raped and sexually assaulted by classmates and teachers at 
an alarming rate, the US organisation Human Rights Watch reported yesterday.  
 
It interviewed 36 victims of sexual violence. Most said they had a hostile or indifferent 
response when they complained to the school authorities, and many dropped out of 
school. – Reuters –  
 
Sat 31 
 
Not withstanding the moves by the government to defend its rights to find pharmaceutical 
products that it can afford to fight diseases such as Aids; Pretoria’s fight has become 
more difficult. A report from the British government’s Science Committee undermines 
the fight the ‘third world’ has to face. The committee, with the prime minister’s backing, 
has endorsed the view that “international property rights; patents “are the life blood of the 
innovative pharmaceutical industry.” These findings fly in the face of the European 
Union’s recent decision to back Pretoria in its on going court battle.  
 
As the decision of the pharmaceutical company Merck (qv 12/3) to allow manufacture of 
Aids related drugs in South Africa is seen in a good light the company is to begin legal 
action in Brazil. Their fight with the authorities is to try and prevent the import, from 
India, Efavirenza, and a generic form of Merck’s Stocrin. Court action would not be 
necessary if the US firm dropped its price significantly. Brazil is a showcase for the third 
world in the treatment of the Aids virus. Since 1997 the government has produced 8 types 
of generic drugs, the use of which has reduced hospital admissions down 80% and the 
yearly cost of treatment to £4, 137 / $7, 858. 
 
The inside story on the activities of J Lloyd (qv) an aspiring Labour Party candidate in 
the 1997 general election in the United Kingdom, from those who knew his activities 
whilst a member of the African Resistance Movement during the formative years of the 
anti apartheid struggle. (qv). A Tale of Two Countries –  
 
Handed to the author, when he attended a memorial meeting, held at Leeds Civic Hall, to remembered the 
work of John Laredo who died on 1. 10. 2000 
 



 
 

APRIL 2001 
 

 
Mon 2 
 
Thirteen people were killed in a vehicle pile – up in Johannesburg yesterday. South 
Africa’s roads are among the worlds most dangerous. – Reuters –  
 
Tues 3 
 
The moves that were introduced in 1999 (qv 26/12) as a result of a fatal crash*take no 
account of the human error that has been used by the defence by the driver involved. Mr 
Titis Dube, the driver of the coach, which crashed in Lynburg has pleaded guilty to the 
charge of manslaughter at his trial. The prosecution has accepted that it was human error 
that led the driver to put his foot on the accelerator, rather than the brake, as the coach 
traveled down the steep and winding roads of the Long Tom pass near Lynburg. 
 
In the early hours of 31/3, 5.30am, the government of Botswana carried the sentence of 
the court and hung Mariette Bosch (qv 18/2). Such an early hour was chosen, say the 
government; was because “controversy” surrounded the death sentence. The lawyers 
acting for the South African women responded by claiming that she died with undue 
haste. 
 
*Aboard the coach driven by Mr Dube were Mr and Mrs D Mostyn, acquaintances of the author. He met 
them on Lake Nasser in Egypt in 1999.  
 
Moves by the London Stock Exchange to align itself with the bourse in Johannesburg 
come at the same time as the share value of Anglo American (qv), in London – where it 
has had a listing for the past two years – has faced a severe downturn.  
 
Within the last 24 hours the share price of the South African mining conglomerate fell 
172p to 3836p. This is seen as a result of the firms presumed bid for its mining rival, in 
London, Billton; share price 317p, down 1.7p. At the same time Anglo American is 
hoping to merge with the Australian mining house BHP. 
 
Back in Africa, shareholders are beginning to feel the need for further financial 
inducements to give the company the say so for its bid for De Beers (qv 2/2). – GDN page 
27 –  
 
Wed 4 
 
An unperceived risk of a downturn in relations between South Africa and Britain has led 
the magistrate presiding over the case of coach driver T Dube (qv) to impose a custodial 
sentence of six years. 
 



Addressing the court, in Lyburg, D Lamprecht said that another reason for imposing a jail 
term was because the relatives of the dead and survivors were “probably crying out for 
vengeance and justice.” Speaking to the coach driver he said, “the degree of your 
negligence is so great that this cannot be dismissed with a slap on the wrist.”  
 
Lawyers acting for the driver were given leave to appeal against the sentence. Mr Dube 
was banned from driving for 6 years, and released on bail until his next court appearance. 
 
Thurs 5 
 
The committee of ‘notables’, set up by the president to investigate his then held belief 
that Aids was solely caused by poverty have produced an interim report. Just as the 
committee members were made up of two factions, the scientists and those that 
encouraged Mr Mbekie’s views,  there were two views presented as a way forward. 
 
In a move to end the acknowledged divisions in the academic field one of the ‘notables’ 
Professor P Duesburg (qv 11/7) called for an end message that “the dissemination of the 
psychologically destructive and false massages that HIV infection is invariably fatal.” 
 
Following a meeting of the cabinet, the minister of health M T Msimang, said the 
government would stick to its belief that HIV causes Aids. An ideal that it did not hold 
twelve months ago. 
 
Before the Pretoria high court, lawyers for the 39 pharmaceutical companies involved in 
case number 4183/9 (qv 5/3), have made the submission that the minister of health 
rejected an offer, by members of the pharmaceutical industry to offer to supply cheaper 
anti Aids medicines.  
 
Fri 6 
 
As the seventh anniversary of the first multi national elections looms it has been 
announced that a concert will be held in London’s Trafalgar Square. The concert, to be 
held on 29/4, has been termed as a ‘thank you concert’ to the British people. 
 
The event, at which such music notables as REM and The Corrs will play for free, as will 
all the artists attending, will save the organisers about two million pounds. Among the 
highlights will be Hue Masekela, the jazz musician.  
 
Announcing the Freedom Day concert C Carlous, Pretoria’s high commissioner to 
London, billed the event as a way of thanking the British people, the birth place of the 
anti apartheid movement. 
 
A black security guard has been convicted of assault and fined R1, 500 for painting a 
white 14 – year old black girl accused of shop lifting in Louis Trichardt, 250 miles north 
east of Johannesburg. The store’s white manager allegedly ordered the painting but was 
found not guilty for lack of evidence. – AP –  



Sat 7 
 
With behind the scene knowledge it can be said that the feelings of those pharmaceutical 
companies involved in the case in Pretoria’s high court that it is a huge public relations 
disaster for the industry. 
 
It has emerged that at a meeting, sponsored by the European Union, to be held in Norway 
within 24 hours will go some way to alleviate the problems that countries like South 
Africa have in supplying the medicines that are needed to fight endemic diseases. 
 
The meeting, also involving officials from the World Trade Organisation and the World 
Health Organisation, will hear that the large drug companies will change the pricing 
structure. The price of drugs will now be set on a sliding scale. Medicines will be offered 
at cost price will go to the worlds poorest nations. Discounts will be given to middle 
income nations; Latin America and Asian nations. 
 
A male bonding session, which ended in murder, between long standing and new 
members of Noordelike Rugby club in Pietersburg, is likely to show to what extent the 
Afrikaner section of the population has adjusted to living with a black dominated 
government. 
 
On a farm, 40 miles north of Durban, Rian Botha and 12 of his teammates continued the 
activities. Meanwhile Tshepo Matloga, and 2 of his cousins and a number of dogs made 
trespass on the farm to go hunting. Their quarry were hares; to sell and eat. The 
Afrikaners were made aware of the three, possibly by the barking of the animals. They 
set out with rifles in pursuit, in what only can be called a ‘man hunt.’ According to the 
cousins there were bullets flying everywhere and they soon left the area. 
 
Details of how the murder victim died are sketchy. When the body was found, after 
initially being lost, examination showed that Mr Matloga had been beaten to death. This 
way of dying, to those that mourn his death, is more personal and vicious than if he had 
died as a result of one of the many bullets that have been found at the farm. 
 
The police would have made little progress in solving this killing without the help of one 
of those on the farm beginning to detail events. The police were told where to look for the 
body; a stretch of water where crocodiles were supposed to eat the victim.  
 
When nine of those, in the bonding session, appeared at the local court there mood was 
high, whites being judged by a fellow white, they expected a successful bail application. 
However taking into consideration the angry mood of the crowd they were remanded in 
custody. 
 
 



Sun 8 
 
More than 3,000 people attended the burial near Pietersburg, South Africa, of Tshepo 
Matloga, 19, who was allegedly beaten to death by nine white men after he was seen 
hunting rabbits on a farm,  – IOS page 5, C 2 –  
 
Mon 9 
 
After revelations, in a Johannesburg Sunday newspaper, many voters along with 
members of parliament that the Heath Commission (qv 16/1) take on a second inquiry 
after the paper reported alleged kickbacks given to top ANC officials and their families. 
 
In this case the European Aeronautic Defence Space Company had supplied two luxury 
vehicles for T Yegeni, the ANC ’s chief whip in parliament, and his wife. This, according 
to a spokesman, of ‘rendering assistance’ was in the hope of the EADFC of being 
awarded a £37m to supply missile and radar systems to four corvettes.  
 
Daimler Chysler and the arms companies Areospatale Matra of France and Casa of Spain 
own the European consortium  
 
Wed 11 
 
The US biotech firm, Biopure of Cambridge Massachusetts, has been granted a license by 
the authorities in Pretoria to test a blood type product. Hemopure, although not strictly a 
substitute for blood, can be infused into the body to carry oxygen to all parts of the body. 
 
Although not licensed in Europe or even the United States, until the result of clinical 
trials are known, a spokesman for the British Blood Foundation thought that an artificial 
blood substitute was likely to be used world wide eventually. 
 
Thurs 12 
 
The Anglican church in South Africa has launched the ‘God’s Babies campaign.’ The 
aim is to provide the drugs ATZ and Nevirapine for the treatment of Aids. In a pamphlet 
explaining the reasoning behind the appeal those in the know show that a donation of just 
R500 will provide a pregnant mother and her baby protection against the HIV virus from 
before birth till the child is six months old. 
 
During a football match, played at the Ellis Park stadium in Johannesburg, 45 supporters 
were killed in a stampede among the crowd. It is uncertain, at the present time, whether 
the deaths were caused because those outside the stadium, without tickets, stormed the 
gates to get into the match or there was a rush from outside to gain entry into an already 
packed venue. 
  



A clash between these same two clubs in 1991 (qv 15/1) also resulted in crowd trouble. 
At that match 40 people died after crowd violence in a match played in Orkney, 100 
miles west of the city 
 
President Mbeki has ordered an inquiry into the disaster, which is disturbingly similar to 
what happened 10 years ago during a clash between the same teams. 
 
An overloaded bus plunged 70 metres (230 ft) down an embankment in South Africa 
yesterday, killing 29 people, including seven children. 
 
The accident happened between Franklin and Kokstad, 300 miles south of Johannesburg. 
Sixty-one people were hurt, 20 seriously. – AP –  
 
Fri 13 
 
The judicial review into the Ellis Park Stadium disaster in Johannesburg (qv 12/4) will 
concentrate on the actions of the football officials, before and during the match, as they 
uncover the events that led to the deaths of 43 people. 
 
Of the many points the inquiry will consider some of the main ones are;  the timing of the 
match, for such a high profile clash. An evening kick off would give fans hardly enough 
time to travel from the suburbs after a day’s work. The crowd numbers arriving, late on, 
was partially due to a decision not to televise the match.  
 
Although advanced ticket selling, an experiment, had sold 57,000 tickets for a venue that 
held 60, 000 the late arrival of 15,000 fans encouraged the attendants to accept bribes to 
let supporters in without tickets. 
 
The role of security; both private and public will be under scrutiny. It is said that the 
police were only present in a policing role, not as a measure of crowd control. It is 
rumoured that a member of a private security firm released a tear gas canister, which 
initiated the panic. 
 
An official of the South African Football Association said that the Association had 
learned from the two stadium disasters in England. He did not think that this latest one 
would impair the countries bid for the 2012 World Cup. 
 
Sat 14 
 
A white man has been found dead at Pietersburg rugby club in South Africa where nine 
players face murder charges in connection with the death of a black teenager three weeks 
ago.  
 
The police said the white man had complained to them the night before his death of being 
assaulted by four black men. Officials say the victim, who had suffered head injuries, had 
no links with the club. – GDN page 18, C 8 -  
 



Sun 15 
 
Not withstanding the increase in racial tension, following the death of T Matlologa (qv), a 
war of words has erupted between the president and the journalist M du Preeze. The 
arguments used by the journalist are like a move back in thinking to when South Africa 
was a nation divided into two tribes;  white and black. 
 
Mon 16 
 
In a television interview the former South African president, Nelson Mandela, gave his 
wholehearted support to his successor in his argument with the pharmaceutical industry. 
Mr Mandela defended the right of the authorities in Pretoria in their struggle to purchase 
affordable drugs for the treatment of the HIV and Aids virus.  
 
Wed 18 
 
The education committee in Gauteng province, the most densely populated province in 
the country,  are to withdraw standard texts from the schools reading lists. The reason 
given is that they are in the main boring and at the extreme not relevant to modern living. 
 
Among those to loose there place are works by Shakespeare; Hamlet, characters not 
appealing, royalty no longer fashionable. King Lear, Full of violence and despair. Julius 
Caesar, sexist because it elevates the status of men. 
 
Even homegrown writers, such as N Gordimer (qv), the author of July People, as it is 
deemed superior and patronising in the way it deals with characters. Such moves have 
encouraged writers to accuse the ANC of “political correctness gone mad.” 
 
On the eve of the return to court of the drug companies fighting the governments Aids 
policy (qv) three of the largest drug firms have withdrawn from the action.  Glaxo 
SmithKline, Merck; based in Britain and the US based Bristol Myers Squib are now to 
negotiate with Pretoria to reach a settlement. However the 36 other companies are 
determined to continue the action. 
 
The aids rights group, the Treatment Action Concern, given ‘friend of the court’ status 
during the Aids trial (qv 7/3) is led by Z Archmat aged 38, since its inception two years 
ago. Diagnosed with Aids, not knowing when or how he contracted the virus – 
presumably when in jail on anti apartheid charges – Mr Archmat is determined not to 
take anti – retroviral medicines until they are available to all South Africans and not just 
the privileged few. 
 
During the time the court has been in recess the TAC has been gathering evidence as to 
why Aids should be made less expensive. There main finding – that the companies will 
have to disprove to the judges satisfaction to be accepted by the court – is that much of 
the initial development costs to produce these same drugs was done by the universities in 



America. Therefore it is wrong of the pharmaceutical companies to claim that drug prices 
should remain high so that they can recover development costs. 
 
Leader Comment, Drug price wars despite an early admission, to this newspaper, that it 
was wrong for them to charge high prices it is only today that the biggest of them can 
say, “sorry it had brought the law suit.” 
 
“If they withdraw from the suit today, they could signal their support for cheaper drugs 
for developing states – and save the notoriously secretive industry from divulging 
sensitive commercial information.” 
 
Thurs 19 
 
Realising that there is nothing to be gained from continuing its civil action at the Pretoria 
high court the 36 remaining drug companies have followed the lead of British company 
Merck (qv 18/4) and withdrawn the case. 
 
In return for accepting the inevitable the drug companies expect the South African 
government to rewrite a key section of the law that was in dispute. They want the health 
ministry officials to clarify, and limit, the circumstances in which it can grant compulsory 
licenses for a third party to manufacture at lower cost patent medicines. 
 
The changes to education policy (qv 18/4) have brought the reaction from Nardine 
Gordimer (qv), one of the affected writers, that the decision was the “judgment of 
nobodies.” 
 
Fri 20 
 
With the end of the civil case in Pretoria’s high court the battle is on to force the 
government to distribute the very medicines that will combat the Aids virus to the poor 
and needy. As was explained, by the minister of health, the government sees the victory 
for their plan to distribute a whole range of medicines; anti malarial, anti biotics as well 
as drugs that will fight the infections caused by the HIV virus. 
 
Leader Comment, A victory for the poor – The whole of the developing world can now 
expect that the pharmaceutical industry, having suffered this climbdown, will begin to act 
in a reasonable manor when it comes to providing the anti retroviral drugs that the third 
world so desperately needs. 
 
“This is a victory not just for South Africa but for Africa and the whole of the developing 
world.” 



 
 

MAY 2001 
 

 
Tues 8 
 
It has been announced that former president Nelson Mandela is to write a second book. 
This time he will be writing about events that happened after the end of his first 
autobiographical tome Long Walt To Freedom. 
 
The contents of this epic will concern the struggle for power and his relationship with the 
last apartheid era president F W de Klerk. It is also expected that the book, untitled as yet, 
will deal with the delicate relationship that developed between him and his estranged 
wife Winnie as they went through the throes of a difficult divorce. 
 
Also it is hoped that the relationship between Mbeki, Ramaphosa and the then president 
will receive an airing. 
 
Wed 9 
 
Twelve miners died yesterday in an explosion deep inside a South African gold mine. 
The blast occurred at the Beatrix mine near Welkom, 175 miles south west of 
Johannesburg. – Reuters -    
 
Mon 14 
 
With the diplomatic spotlight once again on Angola, the United Nations are to discuss a 
ways to bring an end to the long running civil war within 28 days, Unita rebels have been 
in action. 
 
A contingent of 50 rebels attacked a boarding school, home to orphans of the civil war, in 
the town of Cuaxto, 35 miles north of the capital Luanda. At the same time the UN’s 
special envoy to Africa had begun a 6 day visit which, what with good words from 
president dos Santos concerning the rebel leader Jonas Savimbi, has taken the heat out of 
the diplomatic peace moves. 
 
In the attack 60 children, aged between 10 and 18, were marched away into the bush. 
Once assimilated into the rebel movement the boys and girls will be forced to become 
cooks, provide sexual favours or fight with the rebels. 
 
Speaking on the outcome of the recent court case, concerning the provision of drugs to 
fight Aids (qv 19/4) the minister of health has said that the governments efforts will not 
be spent in finding cheap sources of anti retroviral drugs that will fight the HIV virus. 
Rather the effort will be made in finding cheap anti biotics to combat TB and other 
infections that overcome the immune system of people with the Aids virus. 
 



As has already been seen Cipla, an Indian company is able to provide a 3 drug anti 
retroviral cocktail for $250 per person. In the west the cost would be $10,000. 
 
Wed 16 
 
‘Notables’ of the British media and entertainment circles, like the newscaster Trevor Mc 
Donald and Sir David Frost are fronting a South African Tourist Board campaign to extol 
the virtues of the country as a tourist destination. The idea to encourage British celebrities 
to visit their own specific spot comes from a Johannesburg based consultant Dick Foxton. 
 
In parallel, but not any part of it, the Pretoria government is to use a New Labour peer to 
spruce the image of Thabo Mbeki before a state visit to the UK next month. 
 
An alleged plot* center’s around claims by Steve Tshwete that black business leaders 
were raising funds to support a candidate who would challenge the president within the 
ANC. The security minister even named names Cyril Ramaphosa (qv) Tony Sexwale and 
M Phosa, the former leader in Gauteng province and his counterpart in Mpumulanga 
receptively. Garry Young writes, Life after Mandela -* missed by the author  
 
The fact that there are discussions, within the country, of a time when the ANC does not 
encompass all the aspirations of the black population gives pause for thought. 
 
Letter    Jo Anne Collinge, Dept of Health  as to the non funding of anti retroviral 
drugs for Aids (qv 14/5) the minister, with his limited budget, feels that spending on 
drugs that will give a person his own ability to resist the immune bashing HIV virus will 
be more effective in the long run. 
 
Thurs 17 
 
The life and times of those that were forced out of Cape Town’s District Six (qv 26/11) is 
epitomized by Linda Fortune, aged 50, who as a child was one of those removed by the 
apartheid regime 30 years ago. 
 
Once again, on some of the land between Table Mountain and the sea; 90 hectares  will 
be home to some of those evicted all those years ago. Others have accepted compensation 
for their ordeal. 
 
The return, of the Fortune family, is not without its irony. On the land chosen fifty 
squatters have set up home, some as long as 15 years, and will have to go before building 
can begin. 
 
Sun 20 
 
Profile of Nkosi Johnson (qv 15/1) who last year upstaged the president at the Durban 
Aids Conference; See SA Tape 59.  
 



Wed 23 
 
Despite facing new criminal charges the Reverend A Boesak (qv 20/2) has been released 
from jail after being found guilty of fraud charges involving a Scandinavian charity 
organisation. 
 
Awaiting him, at the prison gates, were not his former colleagues from the ANC but R 
Staggie, (qv) a well known Cape Town gangster, who now claims to be a born again 
Christian. 
 
Sixteen members of the US charity World Vision are unaccounted for as foreign aid 
workers and residents flee the north of Angolan town Golungo Alto, which has been 
overrun by the rebel movement Unita. 
 
Communication with the town of 60,000 have been cut off since the attack on Monday so 
there was no word on casualties, a UN official in Luanda said. – AP –  
 
Sat 26 
 
Dr Wouter Basson, on trial in South Africa on 11 counts of conspiracy to commit murder 
during South Africa’s apartheid era, has resigned his hospital post at the government’s 
request. 
 
Dr Basson was suspended from duty at Pretoria Academic Hospital when he was charged 
in October, but was asked to resign after a review could be conducted, a government 
spokesman said. – AP –  
 
Mon 28 
 
A new set of ‘notables’ have been added to the list of those already suspected of 
benefiting from the government’s awarding of a £4bn pound contract for weapons from 
European manufacturers. This evidence will also be placed before the Heath Commission 
(qv 16/1) which has finally began public hearings into the scandal. 
 
The new names are Jo Modesia, the former defence minister, and the head of arms 
procurement at the defence secretariat, S Shaik. Both men have been accused of 
favouring one supplier over another in order to win contracts for firms that their relatives 
held prominent positions in. 
 
As the US based Bell Helicopter company refused to pay £90,000 to Futuristic Business 
Solutions, the Italian company Agusta agreed to pay an ‘administration fee.’ Two of Mr 
Modesia’s relatives were directors of FBS. 
 
In the case of the arms procurement minister his brother Shabara Shaik; a director of 
African Defence Systems, ADS, received sub contract work from electronics supplier, the 
French based Thompson CFS. 



Notwithstanding this amount of evidence, of corruption, the public perceives that this 
public inquiry will serve little purpose in naming and punishing the guilty. 
 
Tues 29 
 
With a state visit to Britain in the immediate future, beginning on 11/6, Thabo Mbeki the 
South African president, has given an interview to the London based Guardian 
newspaper. 
 
The main tenet of the interview is that South African society is still riddled with the 
legacy of apartheid. Whites have held onto their views that all black people are lazy or 
criminal or basically dishonest. 
 
“Many whites see black people as lazy, basically dishonest, thieving, corrupt.. even the 
middle classes, whose income and lifestyle is no different from similar white people’s, 
will tell you racism is still there.” 
 
Thurs 31 
 
With the revelations that military officers, in Zimbabwe, were prepared to mount a coup 
to oust Mr Mugabe, Mr Mbeki faced questions in parliament in Pretoria. Questioned by 
the New National party leader, M Schalkwyk, the president dismissed any knowledge of 
any such coup. 
 
The South African president refused to criticize his Zimbabwean opposite number. 
Instead he implicitly blamed the British, who at the 1980 settlement talks, decided the 
land policy of the new nation. 



 
 

JUNE 2001 
 

Fri 1 
 
The brewing company South African Breweries, listed in both the stock exchanges in 
Johannesburg and London, is to consider the purchase of Bass, which is owned by 
Interbrew. 
 
The company, which brews almost two thirds of beer drunk in South Africa, as well as 
disclosing its financial situation, disclosed its hopes for growth. Pre tax profits - $646m 
£461m. This was a drop of 7% on the previous year. Turn over, for the year-end to 5/01 
was $4. 18bn; down 3% on the previous year. These down turns were blamed on a strong 
dollar and a difficult trading year. The home market for company profits was hit, as 
people were more interested in buying lottery tickets or mobile phones than drinking the 
product. 
 
In the international field group drinking volumes rose 12% and larger beer volume sales 
were up 18%. Special mention of sales in Poland and the expectation of three acquisitions 
to be made in China were made in the report. Share price rose 0.5p to 515p. 
 
Sat 2 
 
The spotlight is once again on Nkosi Johnson, see SA Tape 59, because of the allegations 
made by a black doctor to the Human Rights Commission. Ms H Khoza has claimed that 
the adopted parent of the 12-year-old campaigner for those who suffer from Aids, Celia 
Johnson, was abusing him for financial gain. So persistent was this attack that the 
Johannesburg housewife invited the press into her home on 31/5. 
 
The claim, by the reflexologist that Nkosi was only suffering from constipation now 
seems irrelevant; the boy who shamed a president died some hours later. 
 
Obituary – Nkosi Johnson 4. 2. 89. – 1. 6. 01. 
 
Mon 4 
 
Bungersfort in South Africa, the town nearest the Penge Asbestos mine, which was 
owned by Cape PLC (qv) was the gathering point of about 6,000 former child miners 
who are claiming compensation from the now worked out mine. 
 
The gathering was addressed by their London solicitor who told them that following the 
recent high court ruling against Cape (qv 21/7) the high court in London would begin to 
hear their claim in 4/2002. The company was eager to settle out of court. 
 



Children were employed in the mine despite a 1954 letter from the department of native 
affairs that said, “dust surveys indicated that persons doing work of sorting fibers are 
exposed to harmful concentrations of dust.” 
 
Any compensation won would come to late for some. During the long drawn out legal 
affair some 150 former child workers have died from asbestos related cancer 
mesothelioma. 
 
Thurs 7 
 
Coming to London’s New Ambassador’s Theatre, from 11/6, is A Woman in Waiting. 
This is a musical based on the life story of Thembi Mtshali, who as a teenager, in the 
1960’s, would sing along to the songs of the Beatles broadcast through her grandmothers 
radio in her shack in Soweto. Her mother was working away, in Johannesburg, as a maid, 
and only returned home at Christmas. 
 
With very little difference in her life, she also ended working, by this time with a child of 
her own to support, as a maid in Durban. She would often had to wet nurse the children 
of her madam. 
 
In the musical, coming to London, one of the most thoughtful songs is My Sister 
Breastfed My Baby is related to this theme. “My child plays in dusty streets while I take 
care of you. My child breathes tear gas in the townships, while I take care of you … I’m 
just praying that one day I never see you in the townships holding a gun and killing my 
own children. Because you are part of me.” 
 
Her chance, to break into the entertainment world, came when the daughter of her 
employer performed her household chores while she attended rehearsals . Following a 
trip to London, in 1972, she returned to South Africa to join Ipi Tpombi. The review went 
on to New York, where because of the political changes in her country black people in 
the cast were asked their opinions Working then with Miriam Makeba in New York, as a 
backing singer was, she felt honoured. The highlight of her career was to meet Nelson 
Mandela in 1990, soon after his release from jail, when the leader of the ANC rushed to 
embrace her and thank her for entertaining him during the long years of imprisonment. 
 
Fri 8 
 
Four men were jailed yesterday for terms of six years to life for raping a wife of South 
Africa’s deputy president, Jacob Zuma. The assault on Sizakhele Zuma took place in 
1999. 
 
Mr Zuma had three wives at the time. – GDN page 20, C 8 –  
 



Sat 9 
 
Black workers on a South African farm yesterday threatened to seize land, but 
government authorities said they would not tolerate such action. The threat comes after a 
group in the east of the country said they were unhappy with the slow pace of land reform 
and emulate the land seizures of neighbouring Zimbabwe. – Reuters –  
 
Sun 10 
 
The funeral of Nkosi Johnson has taken place in Johannesburg. Among the 5,000 strong 
congregation, without the presence of Mr Mbeki or any of his senior ministers, was 
Kenneth Kaunda the former president of Zambia, Africa’s leading Aids activist. 
 
Presiding over the funeral was the President Bishop of the Methodist church in Southern 
Africa. During the sermon the bishop attacked the governments policy on fighting the 
Aids crisis. “I don’t care what position you take in this debate on Aids. I don’t care what 
position you take on anti retroviral drugs, just show this country, show these children 
some compassion” he said. 
 
An off the cuff remark, “I pretend regularly that I know everything, but really I know 
very little," made by President Mbeki at a conference in Durban recently has the pundits 
concerned that for South Africa this is not a good thing. 
 
On the eve of a state visit to London, beginning on 12/6, no doubt this will be explored in 
more detail. 
 
Ten Angolan war orphans were injured as troops and Unita rebels fought at Joaquin 
Capango school near Benguela. – IOS page 4 C 1 –  
 
International mining company De Beers suspended operations in Angola after 
negotiations broke down. – World Watch, For the Record, Time Magazine page 22 –  
 
Tues 12 
 
As the South African president, Thabo Mbeki, arrives in London on a 4-day state visit an 
indication of the focus of the meetings arranged could be gathered by those that have 
accompanied him.  
 
Among the ‘notables’ in his entourage are eight government ministers. However, there is 
no intention to bring up the controversial issue of Aids and the HIV virus, as the minister 
of health is not among them. The main thrust of the visit, aside from the ceremonial, will 
be minerals, energy, trade and industry and sports issues. 
 
Of concern to both governments, on which talks with the prime minister will take place 
on 15/6, is the situation in Zimbabwe. Earlier, back in Pretoria, a government spokesman 
reinforced his president’s position on any escalation in the situation. Esop Padhad said “If 



Zimbabwe collapses there is no one going to England. They are going to come here, to 
South Africa. We have to face the consequences. 
 
Following climb down by the multi national drug companies, concerning the price of 
retro viral drugs to fight the Aids infection (qv 20/4) a British based company 
GlaxoSmithKline has announced a new pricing policy. 
 
In a document, titled Facing the Change, the company has said that their new drugs 
Ziagen and Trizivir, which are taken daily instead of the patient having to take a cocktail 
of drugs, will be priced at $6 per day per person. Old style drugs Combivir and Epivir 
will cost $4 pp/day. In developed countries a patient needing these medicines would have 
to find $16 daily. 
 
As Britain lays out the red carpet, for the visiting president, there are those, back home in 
Pretoria, who see his response to the Aids crisis as more than ‘creating confusion.’ The 
head of the Medical Research Council, Professor M Makoba, a long time friend of the 
president; who encouraged Mr Mbeki in his policy of African Resistance, now says that 
the international community could see South Africa as “acting in a way that could be 
judged as genocide at a philosophical level.” 
 
Wed 13 
 
Arriving in London for his state visit, with all its pomp and ceremony, Mr Mbeki went 
directly to one the Queen 's residences. Bedded down in Windsor Castle, because the 
palace kitchens are undergoing a refit, the president traveled for the final part of the 
journey in an open carriage with the Queen to the castle. Crowds along the way were less 
than the euphoric in their welcome than was given to his predecessor, Nelson Mandela, 
when he made his first visit here. 
 
An evening state banquet, for more than 150 people, belies a hectic schedule for the rest 
of his visit. Following will be a flight to Edinburgh, to address the Scottish parliament. 
There will also be 2 hours of talks, on 1/6, in Downing Street. 
 
Fri 15 
 
Letters,   [1] B Stocking, Director, Oxfam with an agreement, between Mr Mbeki 
and Mr Blair that poverty in Africa is a “moral challenge.” The British prime minister can 
do much on the international field to alleviate this. To begin the promise, made in the 
previous parliament, to end the flow of small arms into Africa should be in the 
forthcoming Queens speech. Push for African development at the next meeting of the G8 
summit meeting. A third bid for Africa’s renaissance should be made in Qatar, in 11/01, 
when the World Trade Organisation could make it easier for Africa’s products to reach 
the international market. Also member states should not use Africa as a dumping ground 
for unwanted agricultural products. 
 



[2]   R Bingly, Campaign Against Arms Trade with all the accepted 
deprivations that limit South Africa’s economic fortunes and a grant of £47.8m for the 
year 1999/00 from the UK Department for International Development, why does Pretoria 
deem it necessary to spend millions on weapons? In the same year £3bn  was spent on 
UK aircraft. In recent times an order, worth £2.9bn was placed for Lynx helicopters. 
 
[3]   L Cockcroft, Transparency International the joint Mbeki, Blair 
partnership, so enthusiastically endorsed, would be enhanced if the spectre of corruption 
could be ended when business in done. Best practice would be to make it illegal for 
business men in Britain to be allowed to pay bribes while overseas – and make it tax 
deductible - in the expectation of gaining a contract. 
 
Sun 17 
 
Remembering the dead of Soweto 1976; and the beginning of the end of the apartheid 
era. In a salute to those that died during the Uprising president Mbeki led a procession of 
1000 students from the Isacson High School through the streets of the township. This was 
the school that Hector Peterson attended who was the first person killed as pupils 
protested at being taught in Afrikaans, rather than English. 
 
There was only one message to the children of today, from the student activists of 25 
years ago, Aids is killing them.  
 
An estimated 1: 9 of South Africa’s 43 million population is HIV positive. Seven million 
people are forecast to be infected by the end of the decade. 
 
Mon 18 
 
The former Archbishop of Cape Town, Desmond Tutu, who is in London for a concert at 
the end of a one month celebration of South African culture is of the opinion that “the 
status quo has not changed terribly much for a lot of people. But one thing that has 
changed is we’re free. We’re free.” 
 
Tues 19 
 
A controversial dam project on the river’s Mohale and Katse, in the landlocked kingdom 
of Lesotho is behind a trial which seen by the anti corruption organisation Transparency 
International as a test case that could end the bribery that surrounds the awarding of multi 
billion pound construction contracts. 
 
Standing trial, in Lesotho’s capital of Masuru, is Masupha Sole who was the chief 
executive of the kingdoms highlands and development authority, in 1986, when the 
construction began. Mr Sole faces 16 charges of bribery and fraud, in accepting three 
million pounds over ten years. 
 



Once the current trial has ended, it is now in its seventh day, the British construction 
firms Balfour Beatty, Sir Alexander Gibb & company, Stirling International Civil 
Engineering and Kier International will be in the dock. If found guilty the companies will 
be barred from tendering for projects funded by either the World Bank or the European 
Union. 
 
The swelling population of the Angolan town of Cuito, which is encircled by rebel Unita 
forces, faces food shortages once again after the United Nations food aid flights were 
suspended on 15/6. This was thought prudent after rebels fired a cargo plane on as it 
came into land. Officials are meeting in the Angolan capital, Luanda, to consider food 
flights to the 150, 000 hungry people. 
 
Wed 20 
 
Figures released by the De Beers company, for the period 1/01 to 6/01 show sales of 
rough diamonds are down 20% compared to the same period last year. The fall is blamed 
on poor sales in the USA. Sales fell to $2.6bn [$3.5bn, 2000]. It is expected that sales in 
the period 6/01 – 12/01 would reach $2.2bn, bringing sales 1/01 to 12/01 to $4.5bn 
[$5.67bn] 
 
A European Union competition review to allow the company to expand its retail side (qv 
17/1) with the French company LVMH, is expected to be completed by 7/01. 
 
Thurs 21 
 
The fears that overcrowding along the River Jukskei in Alexandria that resulted in an 
outbreak of cholera (qv 14/2) and heralded a policy relocating the residents is continuing. 
Homes well away from the area; which did not after all harbor the disease are being 
demolished and the residents forced out. 
 
One such resident is 50 year old Henrietta Mqokomiso, a domestic worker, and her 13 
year old niece who are being forced out of their 4 roomed shack. The shack was built in 
1988 has been equipped with running water, electricity; through a prepaid meter and a 
telephone have all been added to this technically illegal structure. At best, Mrs 
Mqokomiso and here niece will be moved to another area, Extension 7, of the township. 
Here there is the prospect of a brick built home. At worst, their new home will be 25 
miles away in Diepsloot. 
 
Her worst fears confirmed, the niece will be forced to change schools, as her aunt cannot 
afford the travel expenses from her salary of R1300 / £115 pounds English. One ray of 
consolation – the new home will be built on a solid concrete floor. 
 
 



Fri 22 
 
The UN World Food Programme said yesterday it would resume aid flights to Angola, 
suspended a week ago after missile attacks on two of its aircraft. The  rebel Unita blamed 
the government in Luanda. – Reuters –  
 
Mon 24 
 
A previously unreported incident that occurred at the ceremony to commemorate the dead 
of Soweto ’76 (qv 17/6) has brought into focus extent to which the ‘mother of the nation,’ 
is accepted by the present administration. 
 
Following a rebuttal from the platform Winnie M Mandela was sidestepped when she 
offered up an embrace from Mr Mbeki. Now the former wife of Nelson Mandela has 
gone into print to attack the president’s authority to rule the country. This woman, who 
still has a strong following among youth in the township, says of the government that it 
lacks democracy, has betrayed the ideals of the liberation movement and neglects the 
poor. 



 
 

JULY 2001 
 
Sun 1 
 
Taking advantage of the weak value of the Rand, the many well qualified surgeons are 
undertaking operations on overseas patients, who also offered a chance to take part in 
animal safari’s or other tourist ventures. 
 
One such coupling has seen Manchester businessman James Willis, aged 66, arrive in 
Johannesburg with the help of marketing executive Lorraine Melville. With the help of a 
top surgeon Mr Willis underwent an operation on his jaw. The cost was six thousand 
pounds about half of the cost of the same procedure in England. 
 
Within the last month 10 people have made contact with the Surgery and Safaris 
company that Ms Melville runs. In this way, as it is illegal for members of the 
Association of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons of South Africa to advertise, a way of 
preventing a brain drain of a much needed skill has been prevented. 
 
Fri 6 
 
Seeking to improve of people without land, to build adequate homes, the opposition Pan 
African Congress has taken a controversial step. With the thoughts of Zimbabwe’s 
officially sanctioned land grab policy much in mind a mass trespass has occurred on land 
in Tweenfontein, east of Johannesburg. They were responding to an offer of a parcel of 
land for R25 / £2.30. A spokesman for the PAC said that so far 7,000 people had taken up 
the offer. 
 
In order to restore the rule the authorities are seeking an eviction order, through the high 
court in Pretoria. Also at this present time hundreds of armed police are surrounding this 
former chicken farm sited on 32, 000 hectares. Two members of the PAC have been 
arrested on fraud charges over money collected. The two claim that the money is an 
administration fee. 
 
The land affairs minister, T Didiza, has justified the action; to prevent land seizures as a 
way of assuring foreign investors that all was well. The president has also indicated that 
this type of action would be frowned upon and the full force of the law used to prevent 
such moves. 
 
However, in other parts of the country, land seizures are being attempted. Within the last 
seven days there has been similar actions in Durban, Newcastle in KwaZulu Natal 
province. In Mpumalanga province farm workers have called for the distribution of white 
owned farmland in the near future. 
 
The share price of  Cape PLC (qv 4/6) saw a drop 4p to 16p after talks with a possible 
take over bidder collapsed. The company, now valued at £8.6m  will go to court to try 



and overturn an earlier high court decision that compensation claims, by South African 
asbestos miners, should be heard in the country and not in London. 
 
Wed 11 
 
Completing the figures of disruption and death due to the latest round of flooding in 
Mozambique (qv 28/3) the authorities say that 84 people died and 200,000 were left 
homeless. 
 
Releasing the figures to a flood reconstruction conference, the government has prepared 
measures that are expected to control any reoccurrenc in the south of the country. 
International donors have been asked for £20m. This will enable the National Disaster 
Management Institute to resettle 85,000 people away from affected areas in the south of 
the country. Also, with funding from the African Development Bank, the government 
hopes to build a dam, at a cost of £26m, 45 miles west of the capital in the Moamba 
region of the country. 
 
South Africa’s government has won a supreme court order letting it evict hundreds of 
squatters within 48 hours from a piece of public and privately owned land near 
Johannesburg.  
 
The squatter influx has hit the value of the rand because of fears of land seizures as in 
Zimbabwe. – Reuters –  
 
Fri 13 
 
As the supreme court rules that evictions are in order to remove squatters from land near 
Johannesburg (qv 11/7) it has emerged that the land, in Bedrell, is jointly owned by a 
white farmer and the state. The squatters, who had paid the Pan African Congress £2 for a 
plot of land were in two minds over confronting those gathered to begin the evictions.  
 
Most of the protests centered on the minister of safety and security, Steve Tswette, and 
the number of rooms in his large house. There protest banners contrasted the number of 
large rooms in his home and the amount of land that was needed to build themselves a 
whole home – just the area covered by one of his rooms. 
 
Sat 14 
 
The veteran anti apartheid campaigner Helen Suzman and legal rights groups have taken 
up the case, first highlighted in the Guardian*, of a black women and her family forced 
out of their home in a Johannesburg township and dumped on open land. A case has been 
lodged against the government.  * authors note, see the land dispossessed of Tweefontein 6/7  – GDN page 
18, C7 – 
 



Sat 21 
 
With the assistance of the Oppenheimer family further insight into the role of the British 
during the Boer War, has been determined from a deeper understanding of the 1999 
reading of the Sol Plaatje (qv 24/7) account of events inside the besieged city of 
Mafeking. 
 
The Brenthust Press, financed by family estate, has published two volumes unpublished 
documents reveal new, contradictory evidence, to that written about Mr Plaajie. Edited, 
by Ian Smith of Warwick University – at a cost of £190 the tome offers new evidence of 
the role of the British in Mafeking, which was under siege from the Boers. 
 
In the diary, kept by the multi lingual civil servant, there is an allusion to keeping the 
native black population short of food; horse meat, to encourage them to leave the city. In 
this way the defenders would have extra supplies to withstand the ordeal. The new 
evidence shows that far from this scenario the city’s military commander, Baden-Powell, 
allowed the restrictions only on refugees who had fled into the city. 
 
Mon 23 
 
An initiative, in Mpumalanga province, that speeds the victim’s of rape through the 
medical and legal system has been ended on the orders of the province’s health minister. 
During one phase of the Grand Nespruit Rape Intervention Project [Gripe] victims were 
swiftly offered anti retroviral drugs. 
 
The reasoning behind Ms Sibongili Manana’s move was that to offer these drugs, which 
were paid for by donation, went against the presidents principle belief that the use of 
ATC type medicines to combat HIV, was not the way to combat Aids. The minister also 
said that the policy “undermined the government. 
 
Tues 24 
 
Stepping in to the witness box to give evidence Dr W Basson, who has been on trial since 
2000 (qv 4/10), assumed an attitude of boastfulness. In his telling, the former head of 
South Africa’s biological weapons programme, indicated that he was given a free hand to 
gather information during his overseas travels. 
 
The aim of many of these overseas trips was to gather intelligence; even from the 
country’s enemies. The only stipulation that the apartheid regime made was that he must 
gain more information than he revealed. He was provided with unlimited funds and 
opportunities to travel abroad – all of which did not require receipts. For this free rein all 
Dr  Death was required to do was to report if there was any indication that the existence 
of South Africa was under threat. 
 



Wed 25 
 
Despite his busy schedule,  the countries first non white president has just returned  from 
a visit to Burundi, where he was able to brokered an agreement to end the civil war in 
Burundi Nelson Mandela will have to make time for medical treatment. 
 
The suspected prostate cancer (qv 24/11) has been confirmed by biopsy, and a number of 
sessions of radiation have been recommended. According to a spokesman for the former 
president indicated that the microscopic cancerous tumour is not “high grade and should 
not decrease Mr Mandela’s life span. The seven-week course of treatment involves daily 
15 minuet bursts of radiation to the affected area. 
 
Thurs 26 
 
The illegal occupation of land, such as happened in Bedrell near Johannesburg (qv 13/7) 
is forcing the government to speed up the redistribution of land to the black majority. It is 
agreed that measures will have to be taken if the masses are not to embark on a wholesale 
example of the cousins to the north. Since 1994 only 2% of land has been returned to 
those who were dispossessed under the apartheid regimes. 
 
To co – ordinate the growing frustration a broad spectrum of like minded groups, those 
fighting for their own land such as the Land Services Organisation in the Transkei or the 
Restitution Forum in the Cape have joined together. This new group, the National 
Landless Peoples Grouping are hoping to shame Pretoria to follow the route of that by the 
government in Brazil. A clause in their constitution allows land that is not being used to 
be taken and used for the landless.  
 
In South Africa underused land is not hard to find. The military are the main under users 
of land, and there are millions of people that would benefit from access to it. At this time 
there are 17m people still living in the ‘homelands’. Also there are 7m people living on 
white owned farms, who will not wait the 5 years that the authorities say that it will take 
to resettle people on the one third of the land that will become open to them. 
 
After submitting its retailing plans to the European Commission De Beers (qv 17/1) has 
been granted an opportunity to move into the high street. This will come about through 
the French chain of LVMH and its chain of luxury stores. 
 
In a second ruling the EU has declared illegal the private South African companies policy 
of the way it selects those firms that are able to handle traded rough diamonds. Under EU 
rules De Beers is guilty of restrictive practice, which is outlawed throughout the Union. 
 
On release of the news shares in the company fell share prices fell 8% on the London and 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange. Analysts feel that the problem, which De Beers have been 
given 43 months to respond to,  can be solved by negotiations. 
 



Tues 31 
 
Catholic bishops from southern Africa have condemned the use of condoms to fight the 
continent’s Aids pandemic, saying they were immoral and dangerous The Southern 
African Catholic Bishops Conference wrapped up their seven-day meeting yesterday by 
denouncing condoms as destroying moral fiber and encouraging casual sex. – Reuters -  



 
 

AUGUST 2001 
 

Wed 1 
 
The white farming community, which has a reputation of racism and brutal treatment of 
its black employees, face an ever increasing onslaught on its livelihood. Whether it be 
Lesotho marijuana smugglers wanting to return with a few head of cattle or political 
motives farmers are being killed at the rate of two every two days. 
 
Detailing a journey, from the Lesotho border across the agricultural land under the 
Drakensburg mountains, meeting those on the land who are making a success of a 
difficult situation to stay on the land.  
 
In a survey, carried out by A C Neilson on 7/01 the percentage of wine sold in Britain’s 
off licenses in 6/01 was 7.3%. In comparison for the year ending 6 /’99 5.9% was sold. 
As a marker French produced wine attracted, in 6/01, sales of 23.2%. The company 
monitored 13 companies in their survey. 
 
Fri 3 
 
Aids is a laughing matter as with so much in the recent history the only way to deal with 
adversity, whether it be apartheid or Aids, is to laugh about it. 
 
Bringing to London the show that has been round 160 schools back home is the way to 
internationalise the importance of educating people against the dangers of spreading the 
virus. 
 
In the show, “Foreign Aids” to the Tricycle Theatre, the satirist uses statements prevalent 
in South Africa that shows that those in authority have little in understanding of the 
consequences of unsafe sex. 
 
“Prostitutes claim Aids is a right wing campaign to discredit the sex industry,” “The 
department of health distributed 44m free condoms. Each had an instruction card in the 
11 official languages. And then they took the condoms and the cards and stapled them 
together.” “Racists see Aids as an answer to their prayers: “soon there will be a white 
majority government in power.” - Pieter Dirk Utys -  
 
Sun 5 
 
After years of fighting for a minimum wage for domestic servants, see SA Tape 3 “Maids 
and Madams,” and caricatured by the SABC and the Johannesburg Star, a rate of R 600 
per month has been offered. 
 
Mrs M Nhlapho aged 61 the organiser of the South African Domestic and Service 
Workers Union is unhappy at this rate. It is hoped for that a rate of R 800 per month will 



soon be implemented. This higher amount would bring wages closer to the R1, 500 /£130  
that domestic workers in Johannesburg are earning. 
 
Mon 6 
 
Two South African farmers were killed when they answered a distress call from a 
neighbouring farmer north west of Johannesburg, who said three men had appeared on 
her land. 
 
Johan Stapelberg and his brother in law Johannas Uys were shot when they arrived to 
help. – Reuters –  
 
Mon 20 
 
Anticipating a mass exodus of Zimbabwean nationals because of an expected shortfall of 
the 600, 000-ton maize crop regional governments are expecting an influx of refugees 
across their borders. 
 
A tented refugee camp, administered by authorities in Pretoria, is planned for the 
Zimbabwe side of the Limpopo River at Beit Bridge. Refugees that flee east into 
Mozambique will be housed in the port of Beira. Any refugees that seek help from the 
west, in Botswana, will be sent to the Capavari Strip. 
 
It is expected that those housed in neighbouring countries will be those, the middle class 
blacks and whites,- that could not afford to flee to Britain. 
 
Obituary, Donald Woods 15. 12. 1933 – 19. 8. 01 the veteran anti apartheid campaigner 
and former editor of the East London Daily News has died in England after loosing a two 
year fight against lung, liver and kidney cancer. 
 
He was the moving force behind the film Cry Freedom (qv), which has now been seen 
850 million people in 67 countries, which depict his struggle to bring to light the details 
surrounding the death of his friend Steve Biko (qv). 
 
Tues 21 
 
In a move, that is sure to spark anger among the black community, a judge has freed on 
bail a white man accused of murder. The circumstances are that it is alleged that P 
Odenddal aged 43 tied the victim, M Rampuri’s right ankle to his vehicle with wire, and 
dragged him through the streets of Saasolberg. Despite being shown pictures of the event 
Mr Odendaal said that he could not remember the event. 
 
Wed 22 
The pressure group Treatment Action Campaign (qv 14/4), one time ally with the 
government and its court battle with the multi – national drug companies, has itself taken 
the administration to court. 



At the Pretoria high court Treatment Action Concern are bringing a legal case to force the 
Mbeki government to provide the drug Nevirapine, which is known to cut the rate of HIV 
infection in new born babies, to all public hospitals. 
 
The legal challenge has the support of some of the countries leading Aids researchers. 
One, paediatrician H Salooje at the Chris Hani Baragwanath hospital in Soweto indicates 
that it is not politicians or administrators that have to deal with outcome of their 
decisions. Rather it is those at the sharp end; the health professionals. To provide this 
drug could save the lives of 35, 000 new born babies a year. 
 
Fri 24 
 
A surprise announcement, from the president of Angola, has set the ruling committee of 
the MPLA a dilemma. President dos Santos, one of Africa’s long standing leaders, has 
told his party executive that he will not be in the running for the post of president at the 
time of the next election. These are due in 2003 /4. 
 
Whether this announcement is just a ploy, on the president’s part, or an attempt to gain 
some indication of his actual popularity is open to question. What is known is that in 
recent months Angola has seen a rise in discontent in the behaviour of both the MPLA 
and Unita in the way that the country is being run. From civil and church groups there are 
growing allegations of corruption and secret overseas bank accounts filled with cash from 
the illegal sale of diamonds and oil concessions. 
 
As to other candidates, who could stand for the leadership one is L do Nascimanto, who 
was prominent in the party, and first prime minister, of an independent Angola. M De 
Carvalho, another party veteran, supported his candidature. It has even been suggested 
that the president of the national assembly, R do Almeida, Kpahima, defence minister or 
former party general secretaries M Moco and J Lourenco replace dos Santos as the 
president. 
 
Mon 27 
 
More than 50 people are thought to have been killed by an Angolan gunman who set fire 
to a crowded bus in Malange province and opened fire on fleeing passengers. 
 
The Portuguese news agency Lusa reported that about a dozen people were injured but 
the number killed was uncertain. The buss was carrying about 100 passengers. – Reuters  
 
The notion of the African tradition, of communal land ownership or the modern day 
belief of individual title deed is at the centre of a dispute in Zululand.  
 
The details; in 1820 the parents of John Dunn landed in the Cape. They were to establish 
a farm, Sea View, in what is now a suburb of Durban. John, who was fluent in the Zulu 
language and with a sense of adventure traveled to the kraal of soon to be King 
Cetshwayo and diplomatically negotiated the return of stolen cattle. Over the ensuing 



years John Dunn was appointed a prince of the royal household and took up with, in the 
end 49 wives, and fathered 117 children. It is on of these descendants Garry Dunn that is 
in dispute with the present Zulu monarch, Goodwill Zetheleni.   
 
Wed 29 
 
The funeral service has taken place, in London, of Donald Woods (qv) who died recently. 
At the service, which was attended by R Attenbourgh, the director of the film Cry 
Freedom, and Pretoria’s ambassador to London those attending were addressed by the 
widow of Steve Biko, the subject of the highly praised film. 
 
Speaking as the Steve Biko Foundation, Nkosinthsni Biko said that she was here with 
“the hope that the life that Donald led so selflessly will become a source of courage.” 
 
Once Donald Wood’s body had been cremated, within 24 hours, his ashes will then be 
taken to South Africa for final burial. 
 
Thurs 30 
 
To try and focus the attention of the Pretoria government away from its intention of 
selling of public assets to the private sector demonstrations has been held throughout the 
country at the start of a general strike. 
 
Responding to the call of Cosatu and the SACP workers, who in the mindset of Cosatu’s 
general secretary were themselves responding to a dictum from Nelson Mandela 
“Workers should take on the government if they feel that it is not pursuing there interest 
to ensure it is brought back into line.”  
 
Fri 31 
 
Govan Mbeki, father of the South African president Thabo, died yesterday at his home in 
Port Elizabeth. He was 91. The veteran anti apartheid fighter was jailed on sabotage 
charges in 1964 and spent 23 years in prison on Robben Island. – Reuters –  
 
Obituary, Govan Mbeki 8.7.1910 – 30 8. 2001 veteran of the South African struggle 
against apartheid, imprisoned with Nelson Mandela. 



 
 

SEPTEMBER 2001 
 

Sat 8 
 
In the book “A Passage To Africa,” the author George Alagiah makes out the case that 
once out of prison Nelson Mandela, South Africa’s first black president, there were 
aspects of the job that were best left to others.  
 
“What Mandela didn’t do, and may not even have tried to do, was to find a way to meet 
Africa’s biggest challenge: to lift the planets most wretched people from the grinding 
poverty that keeps them on the bottom of the global pile.” This has been left to others. 
 
“If you accept, as I do that Mandela’s presidency marked the last phase of Africa’s 
decolonisation, Mbeki’s rise to power heralds the beginning of the continents journey 
onwards, utterly free, for the first time, of foreign settler occupation”. – extracted from A 
Passage to Africa, by George Alagiah, published by Little Brown on 20/9 –  
 
Sun 9 
 
Following on from the 18th century of enslavement of a conquered peoples, something 
that today’s international community have termed ‘racist and oppressive’ at the ongoing 
racism conference in Durban* one ethnic group are to go to court to enact reparations for 
this crime against humanity. 
 
The Herero people; a once significant grouping in Namibia, but now seen as little more 
than a colourful minority, are to use the precedents agreed in Durban to claim 
compensation from two German firms when Namibia was known as South West Africa. 
 
The tribal parliament is to seek $2bn / £1.4bn  from the German firms Deuche Bank and 
Afrika – Linien in the United States. The details of the case are that the companies 
formed a “brutal alliance with Imperial Germany [which] relentlessly pursued the 
enslavement and genocidal destruction of the Herero tribe.” Some 65,000 people died 
between 1904 – 1907. * unreported by the author 
 
Tues 11 
 
A letter has passed from the president to the minister of health, the contents of which 
once again brings into focus the belief by Mr Mbeki that the disease Aids/HIV are not the 
killer it has been made out to be. 
 
To back up his claim the president, who was browsing the internet, indicates that 
Aids/HIV is only the 12th largest killer in South Africa. These statistics come from the 
World Health Organisation for 1995. They show that 5,221 lives were claimed this was 
2.2% of all deaths. 



In response a spokesman for the WHO organisation said that the figures were in fact 
figures provided by the Pretoria administration. Putting them into perspective the more 
up to date numbers, 1999, show that 4.2m South Africans live with Aids/HIV. Also 
250,000 people have died because of a weak immune system has let other diseases kill. 
 
Needless to say that Mr Mbeki has called for a cut in the health budget. 
 
Wed 12 
 
Gangs of young people rampaged through a South African black township near Port 
Elizabeth, attacking shops owned by Somali immigrants. The police fought running 
battles with the rioters, firing teargas as at least 23 businesses were looted. One was 
burned and a mosque was robbed. – GDN page 20, C 6 –  
 
Sat 15 
 
The victims of asbestos related diseases, developed while working in the Prieska and 
Koegas mine, owned by Cape PLC (qv 4/6),  have moved one step nearer the 4/02 claim 
for compensation in the high court in London. 
 
Lawyers for the two sides have agreed to highlight only 12, out of possible 6, 000 cases 
that are before the court. Some of the names used are of those who have already 
succumbed to the mesothelioma.  
 
Mon 17 
 
Aids is now the main cause of death in South Africa, accounting for 40% of those who 
died in the age group 17 – 49 last year, according to unpublished figures from the South 
African Medical research Council reported by the Johannesburg Sunday Times yesterday. 
 
The council forecast that 6m may die by 2010, and the death rate in children aged 1 – 5 
will triple if preventative policies are not put in place. – Reuters –  
 
Fri 21 
 
Even before a leaked letter to the ministry of health from the president, concerning the 
Aids issue (qv 11/9) the same government department had produced a report that dealt 
with the long term consequences of such a rate of infection. 
 
The discussion paper indicates that the current treatment of those with the infection is 
“increasingly politically dangerous” and “unacceptable from a human rights perspective. 
As to the treatment offered, the use of anti retroviral drugs does increase the life 
expectancy of someone infected by the HIV/Aids virus. The report admits that the 
minister is reluctant to a policy change, as she is reluctant to challenge the presidents 
stated views on this issue. 
 



Probably the most damming section is one that admits that the hospital system, in danger 
of collapse from those seeking treatment for Aids, has been kept up and running by an 
“inequality of care” for other patients and little meaningful care for Aids sufferers. 
 
Sat 22 
 
According to a soon to be published biography, Storyteller; The Many Lives of Laurens 
van de Post, written by JDF Jones, published by John Murray at £25, the writer poet and 
traveler was more of a myth than was acknowledged. 
 
Friend to, among others. Mrs Thatcher, Prince Charles and Chief Gatcha Buthelezie all 
three linked with their dealings with southern Africa that may have led to a constitutional 
crisis in one country and civil war in another. 
 
It is now emerging those claims that van de Post was not, as he claimed, involved in 
settling the agenda for the Lancaster House Agreement that saw Rhodesia gain its 
independence in 1980. 
 
His endeavors, over the next few years, were to influence the situation in South Africa. If 
he could encourage the leader of the Zulu nation at the expense of the still jailed leader of 
the ANC then the country would be a safer place. To go about this he enlisted, not only 
the British prime minister but also the heir to the British throne. Since 1986 there were 
various meetings between Post and the Chief and other right wing notables – J Aspinal 
and Sir James Goldsmith. Even after the 1994 election Van der Post was keen to push the 
Inkatha leader towards secession in his stronghold of Natal province. 
 
So it can be seen that if secession had occurred South Africa could have been plunged 
into civil war. In Britain, also, if it was known that a member of the royal family had 
played any part in the politics of the region a crisis at home was likely.  
 
“Of course there is no reason to suppose that Laurens van de Post was reporting the 
princes deeds and feelings accurately. He was always a master of embellishment and 
fantasy.” 



 
 
 

OCTOBER 2001  
 

Mon 1 
 
Commensurate with the presidents known thinking for the treatment of people with the 
HIV/Aids virus, a wholly owned company is testing a drug, based on burnt coal, on 
members of the Tanzanian armed forces. 
 
Enerkom, a state owned company, is the financial backer; to the tune of £8m, to the 
research carried out by members of the University of Pretoria. The drug is Oxihumate K, 
is being tested on patients at the military hospital in Lugola. The effect of this new 
product is not expected as a cure for those suffering from the HIV/Aids virus. Rather its 
purpose is to build up a person’s immune system so that the body can cure itself. Trials, 
which have been running since 1999 have, or have not, been granted permission 
depending on which authority you talked to.  
 
Previous to these trials, since 1984, the company has produced a nutritional supplement 
Oximate. 
 
Thurs 4 
 
Following months of investigation, by the Heath Commission (qv), The ANC ’s chief 
whip has appeared in court. The high level politician, Tony Yegani (qv 9/4) has been 
accused of benefiting; through a cash discount on the purchase of a Mercedes Benz 
ML420. This was supplied from the local office of Daimler Mercedes Benz Aerospace. 
This company has now merged with other companies to form European Aeronautic 
Defence and Space ; Eads.  
 
The chief whip has also been accused of offering the company help, which would be an 
advantage in gaining contracts for military hardware, worth millions of pounds, even 
when he knew that he did not have any influence in contract procurement. 
 
The head of Eads, M Woerfal, is to appear in the same Cape Town court as the disgraced 
ANC official within the next seven days.  
 
Fri 5 
 
Rather than cull 1,000 elephants, over the next few years, Pretoria is to tear down the 
electrified fence along a section of its border with Mozambique. When the project is 
finished the animals will be once more able to roam in what was there natural 
environment until they wee trapped by the fences erection in 1984. 
 



This ‘freedom area’ which stretches from the Kruger National Park over an area that also 
includes, as well as Mozambique, areas of Zimbabwe. In all the land area covered is 
something like 400, 000 square km. 
 
Countada 16, the area in Mozambique and the destination of the South African elephants 
abuts the Lebombo Mountains and was a hunting concession in times past. The first of 
the animals, 100, will travel by road. The project is expected to be finished within the 
next 2 years, in 2003 the Great Limpopo Park will be opened to the public.  
 
In the first instance the finance will come from the German Development Bank who will 
pay for the fencing and the much needed anti poaching units. Thereafter the finance will 
come from other sources.  
 
Tony Yegeni, who is charged with corruption linked to a South African government’s 
£5bm arms deal, has resigned as the ANC ’s chief whip. – Reuters –  
 
Mon 8 
 
Six months on from the end of a legal case that would see generic Aids drugs freely 
available (qv 18/3) a British firm has given the go ahead to produce generic anti retroviral 
drugs.  
 
Aspen Pharmcare has been granted a license, by GlaxoSmithKline, to manufacture the 
generic drugs ARV and 3TC. It will also produce a combination of the two; Combivr. No 
royalties will have to be paid to the overseas company; instead 30% fee on net sales will 
go to non-government groups whose aim is in fighting the spread of the virus throughout 
South Africa. 
 
The cost to the public of the combination generic is expected to be £1.20 per day. 
However ATC and 3TC will only be 40p per day.  
 
German prosecutors are closely following the events in the courts in Cape Town after  the 
appearance of Tony Yegeni (qv 4/10), with the other co accused M Woerfel, who is also 
to face prosecution and worked for the German Mercedes Benz company. 
 
These two prosecutions are due to the work of the Scorpion unit, led by B Ngucia, who 
are mandated to root out corruption within the government. While some believe that the 
prosecution of the former chief whip (qv 5/10) is seen as a sacrifice to safeguard the 
position of other ANC ‘notables’, others fear that if there is a conviction Mr Yegeni will 
‘name names’. 
 
The future career of the disgraced MP is to be decided by the national working committee 
of the ANC imminently. 
 



Thurs 11 
 
The head of the South African wing of the European Aeronautic Defence and Space 
company, Michael Woerfel, appeared in court yesterday on charges of corruption for 
allegedly offering cut price cars to officials while tendering for arms contracts. 
 
Senior ANC officials are alleged to have bought the cars, including Tony Yegeni, who 
has quit as chief whip. – Reuters –  
 
Sat 13 
 
A soon to be published book; Truth and Lies by J Edlstein, published by Gratna on 25/10 
at a cost of £25 has an introduction by M Ignatieff. In the introduction the writer argues 
that to pin down the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s achievements is a hard task. 
All that can be said that it is impossible to deny it made a difference. 
 
Highlights, from this extract, are pictures of Dirk Coetzee (qv) and G Nieuwoudt. This 
second named policemen had appeared before the Truth Commission in connection with 
the death of S Mtimkulu who along with one other was picked up by the police, shot in 
the back of the head and their bodies burned on a barbecue till only the bones were left. 
Once the eat out had finished the police took the bones of the two and tossed them into 
the Fish River. 
 
A second detail, testimony of J M Seipei, the mother of Stompie Moketsie/ Seipei (qv). 
On Day One of the hearings; 16. 45. 1996 this women described how she identified 
Stompie’s body. “Two ministers from Johannesburg Methodist Church arrived … They 
said it was December 29 in 1988 when Stompie was taken. … to Mrs Mandela’s house. 
They … don’t know whether he is alive or dead. And they told me that his friends told 
them that his brain was leaking. On February 13 1989 they took me … to Diepkloof 
mortuary. That’s where I identified Stompie. His body was decomposed, but your son is 
your son. .. There are two things that proved to me that it was Stompie. His white hat was 
there. I looked at his shoes, a new pair of running shoes. I said ‘Yes they are Stompie’s’. I 
said. ‘He used to wear size four.” – GDN Weekend, page 19 –  
 
“South Africa has begun its second census since the end of apartheid. The alarming rise 
in the number of people dying from HIV/Aids has led the government to provide the 
census enumerators with condoms, should they get distracted from their duties. The 
Durban Daily News bemoaned the poor promotion of the census and said that 
enumerators might have to force entry into some homes, “especially in the more affluent 
suburbs, generally characterised by high walls and guard dogs.” – The Editor page 9 –  
 
Mon 15 
 
The troubled president of the ANC ’s women ’s league, Winnie M Mandela, has been 
accused of fraudulently obtaining money from the Saabou  Bank. Recent reports, from 
the City Press newspaper suggest that Mrs Mandela, with assistance from a bank 



employee, had made claims totaling R1m over a period of time. In all 60 so called micro 
loans were granted. 
 
In her defence, the former wife of Nelson Mandela, said that if the charge were true 
would she be still struggling to pay of the loan on her house in Soweto, and not just 
relying on her salary as a member of parliament. Of the charge itself Mrs Mandela 
thought that he opponents within the ANC had orchestrated it. It was just a continuation 
of the hostility towards her that has been ongoing since the days of the apartheid regime. 
 
A former employee of the bank, E Moolman, her co conspirator, is already in jail 
awaiting trial. 
 
Tues 16 
 
Winnie Madikizela Mandela has been ordered to appear in court on 18/10 after the 
allegations of fraud were made against her (qv 15/10) 
 
Wed 17 
 
There is, as a result of a report written by Rob Dorrinton of the Medical Research 
Council, a dispute with the governments statistical office a disagreement over the number 
of Aids related deaths over the next few years.  
 
Despite being repressed by the government for months, pressure from outside sources has 
finally seen it released. Findings show that, according to the Medical Research Council ’s 
calculations that between 5m – 7m will have died of the virus by 2010. Breaking the 
figures down even further it also suggests that national life expectancy will fall from 54 
years to 41 years. Bluntly put this means that 780, 000 people will die every year because 
of present government health policies by the end of the decade. 
 
A reluctant government finally published the report;  following church, trade union and 
even pressure from the African National Council’s own health committee after sitting on 
the findings for many weeks.  
 
Beginning the defence of the government’s own statistics, drawn up by the statistical 
office StatsSA, the Johannesburg Sunday Times carried an article written by the health 
minister and her number two. The claimed that the report was just a “massive propaganda 
tool” for those who wish the government to increase the availability of the known anti 
retroviral drugs, that will cost less and are known to be as effective as the more expensive 
drugs available. 
 
Coincidentally as the South African Medical Council publishes its report, a paper 
published in the journal of the American Medical Association says that the reason that 
there are not enough medicines available to treat those with the HIV/Aids virus is the 
blame of the international community. 
 



The research is based on figures provided by A Atteran at the Center for International 
Development at Harvard University and L G White of the International Intellectual 
Property Institution indicated that there were more patented drugs available in Africa than 
was generally realised. 
 
Opponents, and campaigners, Consumer Project for Technology, based in the USA, 
indicated that a better way to sort out the supply of these generic drugs was through the 
World Trade Organisation’s Trips agreement;   trade related intellectual property rights. 
 
Trips will become legally binding on all WTO members in 2006 preventing manufacture 
of cheap, generic copies of new drugs. 
 
Fri 19 
 
Making her first court appearance on fraud and theft charges Winnie M Mandela (qv 
15/10), the president of the ANC ’s women ’s league was able to return home after being 
granted bail of R5, 000/ £350. Prosecutors had argued for a larger amount of surety, 
however Mrs Mandela ’s lawyers, having first made the case for no setting of bail, 
because her bank accounts were frozen. If she were to be convicted the former wife of 
Nelson Mandela, could serve 15 or more years in jail. As was explained to the court she 
had outgoing 's of £5, 400 per month and only her parliamentary salary of £1, 300 to live 
on. Any differences were made up from donations from her supporters. 
 
Also revealed was that the tax authorities, in 6/01, demanded all the financial statements 
of all the groups and businesses she has owned; or been involved in for the past 12 years. 
A similar call was made for the surrendering of all her personnel bank statements over 
the same time frame. The aim of which is to look more closely into her financial affairs. 
 
Sat 20 
 
Following on from the president’s thoughts about the use of anti retroviral drugs, in the 
treatment of those suffering from the HIV virus, a mother, on behalf of her 6-month-old 
baby, is to sue the authorities. 
 
Through the mother, Sibonglle, baby Tinash is to go to court to claim R 700, 000 /£53, 
000  from the health minister of Mpumlanga province. Supporters of the claim say that if 
the doctors at the Rob Ferreira hospital in Nespruit, whose health policy is decided by the 
health minister S Manana, allowed the mother aged 19 one tablet of the anti retroviral 
drug Nevirapine and the newborn a syrup dose of the same drug her chances of being 
infected will be cut by 50%. 
 
This is the second case that a decision by, the health minister; who is a strong supporter 
of the president and his views on the causes of Aids, is being challenged through the 
courts. In the first case a rape support group, who were expelled from the same hospital, 
after they encouraged the doctors to hand out anti Aides drugs to rape victims. 
 



Tues 23 
 
A report that has been suppressed by the ANC, by its own national executive committee, 
has attacked the conduct of the trade unions and its future motives. Once published the 
report was called a character assassination on the integrity of the Confederation of South 
African Trade Union movement. 
 
Although, not named in the report, the ANC ’s committee members believe that union 
officials are accused of wanting to form another political party, with others, to challenge 
the present economic policy of the Mbeki government. It is thought that those refereed to 
are Cosatu president, W Madisha, the movement’s general secretary, Z Vai, and the 
leader of the Communist Party B Nzimande. Their aim, according to the report, would be 
to lead a ‘social revolution’ throughout Africa and then the world. 
 
Responding to the report a union spokesman dismissed the report as another ‘speculative 
rumour;  something that the government has used before in its attempt to stifle criticism. 
What is certain is that Cosatu is to host a conference, and invite others interested parties 
that will challenge the government’s economic policy. 
 
Sat 27 
 
The government of South Africa is sending 700 troops to Burundi to support the 
formation of a transitional administration there. The first contingent of 240 leaves within 
24 hours. Two more groups will leave within the next seven days. 
 
The sending of troops comes at the behest of Nelson Mandela, who has been mediator 
between the ethnic warring factions in the country, after a plea 14 days ago. South 
Africa’s role is to ensure a peaceful transition for the new government that takes power 
on 1/11. 
 
Aids, personal stories; Zachie Achimat is the chair of Treatment Action Concern (qv) in 
Durban which joined the march at the International Aids Conference 2000. “The 
importance of this march historically is that it helped to change international perceptions. 
The image of Aids in Africa is usually one of powerless people, emaciated and dying. 
What the march showed is that there are many of us who are healthy and fighting to stay 
healthy. In South Africa our work has started to bear fruit. Anti retroviral treatment in the 
private sector has come down from 3,500 to 900 rand per month. That is still not low 
enough for most people in South Africa but it shows the power of collective action. I 
personally have made the choice as an activist not to take anti retroviral medication until 
it is available to everyone. The vast majority of people who are HIV are poor. For me it is 
an issue of conscience.” 
 
Workers at the Ford plant in Silveton, South Africa, Through the national metal workers’ 
union they cooperate with their management in spreading the word about Aids as widely 
as possible. The company distributes 17, 000 condoms per month. – The Life Savers, words 
by M Denes and pictures by G Mendel, - GDN Weekend page 39 –  
 



Mon 29 
 
The all embracing opposition, formed by a joining together of the Democratic Party and 
the New National Party along with smaller Afrikaner groups, which came together in 
2000 (qv 17/7) are to go there separate ways. 
 
The split was heralded by the sacking of the Cape Towns NNP mayor over his attempts 
to have streets renamed in honour of de Klerk and Mandela. The sacking was the final 
straw in this 16 month alliance, which has been riven by policy differences between the 
leaders of the former National Party and the Democratic Party. M van Schalkwyk NNP 
front man  was more amenable to working for the good of South Africa as it is now. Tony 
Leon, his opposite number in the DP, was well versed in using the race card and harping 
back to the pre 1994 era. 
 
There are rumours that that the New National Party, who will face a second name change, 
are about to be offered a cabinet seat to leader M Schalkwyk. In return the ANC would 
become the dominant party in the Western Cape, thus will they then govern eight of the 
nine provinces of the country. 
 
Forthcoming legislation, introduced by the ANC, will see councilors, who change 
political allegiance, will be able to retain their seat and not force a bi election. 
 
Former asbestos miners, working in South Africa for Cape Plc (qv) whose lawyers are to 
seek compensation in the high court in London have been advised to accept an out of 
court settlement of £25m. This is only half of what the 7,500 claimants were to seek 
during a hearing scheduled for 4/02. According to those in the know this settlement is the 
best that can be offered as the company is in financial difficulties. 
 
The deal has the backing of the Transport and General Workers Union, who represent the 
500 plus staff in Britain. They will join with an all embracing pressure group to 
recommend that the move be accepted by Cape’s shareholders. 
 
Not withstanding the trouble the NNP mayor of Cape Town (qv) had in renaming streets 
the car riders of Johannesburg take great delight in destroying street signs that you are 
now driving on Beyers Naude Drive rather than DF Malan Drive. 
 
Actions like this show what little shame whites feel about apartheid and how little 
sensitive to what black people might think. The bad news for people with such views is 
that there is a whole raft of streets, which are named after long ago white rulers.  



 
 

NOVEMBER 2001 
 

 
Thurs 1 
 
The apparent speed at which M Schalkwyk, the leader of the former National Party (qv 
29/10) has tried to ally the now named New National Party to the government has caused 
deep feelings within the party. 
 
Disregarding the opinions of fellow members, he has cause great division within the 
ruling administration of Western Cape, which he intends to ‘give up’ to the ruling 
African National Congress, the NNP leader sacked the council leader when he opposed 
this plan. Opponents feel that as much of the party’s support, in the Cape comes from 
those of mixed race to hand the province over to those that see the ANC as a ‘black’ party 
will be the cause of a fall in party support. 
 
Sat 3 
 
Belgium and the EU will pay the $158m cost of keeping 1,400 South African soldiers in 
Burundi to protect the transitional government installed on Thursday to divide power 
between Hutus and Tutsis, to end the fighting which has killed 200,000 people since 
1993. – Reuters –  
 
Commenting on the South African role as peace keeper the Johannesburg Business Day 
warned “As important for the deal to survive, will be the support and commitment of 
Burundi’s neighbours, especially Rwanda, Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.” – The Editor, page 7 –  
 
From other than the authors usual sources, it has been learned that just as the Basta 
people of Namibia have gone to the civil courts, (qv 7/1), so have another indigenous 
racial grouping; the Herero people. 
 
On this occasion lawyers representing this group have filed a $2bn lawsuit in reparations 
from the German government. This is their second recourse to the law. Earlier this year a 
claim was made, in the USA, against 3 German companies, including the Deutsche Bank. 
Lawyers will argue that the ethnic grouping, as was the Bastar nation, was decimated as a 
result of actions of the then German administrators, in what was then known as South 
West Africa. – Hero 's  now sue German government New Africa, page 15  –  
 
Tues 14 
 
A white South African businessman was found guilty yesterday of killing a black 
employee and dragging the body behind his truck for three miles. 
 



Bloemfontein high court is to pass sentence later on Pieter Odendaal for the culpable 
homicide of J M Rampuru last year  – AP –  
 
Wed 15 
 
Hundreds of demonstrators protested outside a court in north west South Africa 
yesterday, demanding the death penalty for six men accused of raping a nine month old 
girl. The court in Upington adjourned the case. – Reuters –  
 
Fri 17 
 
The long running Heath Commission (qv) inquiry into allegations of wrong doing by 
those who award government contracts has produced its final report. The final 30 page 
report, presented to parliament, has concluded that there were no underhand deals in the 
awarding of a contract to the military, to a European consortium that was led by British 
AreoSpace Systems in Britain.  
 
However the actions of individuals; S Shaik of the procurement department, whose 
brother was one of the winning bidders, and J Modesia the former defence minister and 
architect of the deal, whose later contact with the firm the report called “extremely 
undesirable”, – were made special mention. 
 
Evidence has also been unearthed, by the Scorpion team (qv), led by the Director of 
Public Prosecution, which will lead to the actions of several members of parliament being 
questioned. 
 
Sat 18 
 
Re the crime of P Odendaal (qv 14/11), sentenced to seven years in jail The government 
and newspapers were outraged; “The sentence….must rank as one of the most lenient for 
a crime that has shocked the nation,” said the Sowetan. The judge accepted that the man 
was drunk at the time and could not remember the incident. – The Editor page 8 –  
 
Tues 20 
 
A second filming of an act of brutality by members of the police force has once again 
been shown on the state broadcasting service. The first incident, shown two years ago (qv 
21/4), involved act of brutality towards suspected car thieves. On this occasion the 
victims were three men suspected of entering the country illegally.  
 
The four police officers, members of the dog handling section, before the court in 
Pretoria, had been found guilty of allowing the dogs to savage the three who had entered 
the country illegally. The filmed evidence showed that the men, from Mozambique, were 
prevented from defending themselves from the dog’s vicious attack; on sensitive body 
parts from a young Alsatian dog. 
 



According to the accused this type of ‘training exercise’ was used to correct a young dogs 
reluctance to bite. The four will be sentenced at their next appearance in court. 
 
Wed 21 
 
Winnie Madikizela – Mandela, ex wife of the former president Nelson Mandela, is to 
stand trial next year for alleged theft and fraud, a Pretoria court ruled yesterday. She is 
charged with obtaining bank loans totaling 73, 000 pounds [English] from non existent 
employees of the ANC woman’s league – AP –  
 
Wed 27 
 
Evidence, from the campaign group Treatment Action Concern, to force the 
administration to prescribe an anti HIV medicine throughout South Africa has begun in 
the high court. 
 
First details of an action begun (qv 22/8) have been emerging. According to the minister 
of health Nevirapine is not supplied the nations pregnant women because the government 
lacks the resources to do so. They also claim that the effectiveness of the drug is 
unproven.  
 
Thurs 29 
 
Obituary, Joe Modise  25. 5. 1929 – 26. 11. 2001 a former truck driver who rose to 
become ANC military commander and then South Africa’s first minister of defence under 
majority rule. 
 
Awarded the countries highest civilian honour, the Grand Cross [Gold] of the Order of 
the Star of South Africa, and accepted by his wife on his behalf concerns had been raise 
over aspects of his life. 
 
As the commander of the ANC ’s external forces, during the liberation war, questions had 
been raised as to the running of training camps in Tanzania and the Quattro detention 
camp in Angola. Those held their were in detention for simply questioning the treatment 
metered out to those who opposed the movement’s methods These accusations, of brutal 
treatment, were once again examined by the Truth and Reconciliation hearings of the 
1990’s. 
 
Questions were also asked at the time of overseas bids were being sought for a contract to 
re - supply the military with boats and planes. Alleged purchase of shares, worth £5.6m, 
bought with borrowed German money has been critisised in a just released report (qv 
217/11) said Modise’s “significant stake” was “extremely undesirable.” 
 



Fri 30 
 
Police, convicted of setting the dogs on four Mozambican nationals (qv 20/11) have 
received jail terms of four and five years. Passing sentence, judge W de Merwe said of 
the four “they disregarded the human dignity of the three. They laughed and treated it as 
a joke.” 
 
In the New Year there will be a further trial of two members of the same team – from the 
northeast Rand police dog unit – who, unlike those sentenced here, will plead not guilty 
to the same charges. 
 
As a side issue, while speaking to a gathering of the foreign press on the situation in 
Zimbabwe, the president said that the government was studying the feasibility of 
providing the anti Aids drug Nevirapine to HIV infected pregnant women. 
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Sun 2 
 
Speaking out, on World Aids Day, Nelson Mandela the former South African president 
made comments that could be seen as criticising his successor, because of his belief that 
expensive western drugs; Nevirapine (qv 30/11) is the only way to solve the crisis. 
 
During a visit to the Beautiful Gate, a refuge for HIV infected children in the shantytown 
of Crossroads, he commented that “the president, of course, is very busy. He does not 
have enough time to concentrate on this.” 
 
Mon 3 
 
A mob beat and stoned a man yesterday after he allegedly raped a 10 year old girl in a 
South African township, local police said. 
 
Over the weekend, two men were arrested for allegedly raping a baby girl in 
Johannesburg, and 14 more rapes of children and teenagers were reported. – Reuters –  
 
Wed 5 
 
As was rumoured, following the formation of a stand alone New National Party (qv 
29/10) a once National Party administered Cape Province has been handed over to the 
ANC. – World Service news, 5am GMT, Radio 4 –  
 
The the former wife of F W de Klerk, Marike, has been found dead at her home in Cape 
Town. Seemingly searching for ‘a place in the sun’ the president’s former wife had an 
unhappy liaison with J Koekemoer a Johannesburg businessman. Twelve months into the 
relationship, and now engaged, he fled. Some say this was a sign that he was a con man. 
 
Thurs 6 
 
Despite the known fact that without the love of her life F W de Klerk the death of his 
former wife Marike de Klerk (qv 5/12) is even more of a bewilderment with the police 
revelation that she was murdered. 
 
Police details show that the women who founded the Women ’s Outreach Foundation, a 
critique of the conduct of members of the ANC government, was first stabbed with a 
steak knife in the back whilst she was in a kneeling position. The cause of death, at about 
9am on 3/12, was due to having her neck compressed – strangulation. What is more of a 
mystery is how her killer entered her flat; there was no sign of forced entry. 
 



Fri 7 
 
An employee of the security company that guarded the Dolphin Beach flats complex, the 
home of murdered Marike de Klerk (qv) has been detained by police.  
 
A spokesman for the company, Securicor Grey, said that the unnamed man, who was 
taken from his home in the black township of Khayelisha at 4am on 6/12;  following the 
revaluation of a phone call from Mrs de Klerk’s flat to the township, will have to be 
charged imminently or released.  
 
Other aspects of the police inquiry to be considered are good quality fingerprints have 
been lifted in the flat. However there is no finger print evidence on the body; a sign of 
restraint during an attack of a sexual nature. Also video surveillance cameras have 
provided a poor record of movements in the flats complex, because of inadequate 
lighting. 
 
Tues 11 
 
A security guard appeared in a Cape Town court yesterday to be charged with murdering 
Marike de Klerk ex wife of South Africa’s former president. 
 
Luyanda Mboniswa 21, was not asked to plead but he confessed to a magistrate last week 
that he was responsible. – GDN page 11, C 3 –  
 
Wed 12 
 
With the recent approval of the European Union for the commercial link up between the 
French owned LMVH and De Beers (qv 26/7) a retail site has been secured.  
 
The site; 45 Old Bond Street, London is in close proximity to both the Ritz Hotel and 
Burlington Arcade. This is an area of London that is well served with shops selling 
internationally branded merchandise. 
 
This, the first outlet, for the £280m valued company is expected to one of a number based 
in other world capitals; New York, Paris and Madrid. 
 
Ten years, almost to the day that Nelson Mandela was released from jail, a Museum of 
Apartheid has opened next to the site of the Gold Reef City; an entertainment complex 
and a casino. The fact that there is such a facility is thanks to the South African Gaming 
Board, who told the developers no gaming license without the museum. 
 
Developed upon the lines of the Holocaust Museum in Washington DC, the site owners, 
the Krol brothers, hope that children, of whatever ethnic background will learn from the 
varied exhibits. 
 



On entering the museum a card is taken, this determines your coulour for the duration of 
your stay. To be ‘non white’ means you are shown enlarged photos of all the pass 
paraphernalia that you would need to live in a white designated area. ‘Whites’ are shown 
similar. However this time they have the powerful card that will allow them to vote.  
 
Also on show are the 150 pieces of apartheid legislation, from the Mixed Marriages Act 
of 1950, which forbade union out of racial class, to the Bantu Affairs Administration Act 
enacted in 1971, which tried to exclude ethnic blacks from belonging to South Africa. 
 
The target audience for this facility is some, if not all, of the 300, 000 schoolchildren who 
frequent the complex each year. 
 
Sat 15 
 
At the conclusion of a legal action, by the pressure group Treatment Action Company (qv 
27/11), Judge C Botha has issued two far reaching judgments. As of now the Mbeki 
government must provide the anti retroviral drug Nevirapine to all suitable women giving 
birth in public hospitals. 
 
Further to this the government must, by 3/2002, have drawn up a strategy to reduce the 
mother to baby HIV transmission.  
 
Mon 17 
 
The fall in the value of the Rand, slightly in excess of 17 to the English pound on 15/12 
16/pound,  is a great worry to the Pretoria government. Frequently blamed on the global 
slide in investment, there is however a more likely explanation. Investors see what is 
occurring in Zimbabwe; a slide into chaos, rampant inflation and the ever present land 
seizures amid fear that this will happen to its southern neighbour. 
 
An advantage for the ANC is that they have had about 10 years to learn from the 
mistakes of the Harare regime. Their solution was to move at a slow pace. As of this time 
only 20% of white owned land has been returned to black ownership. A Black 
Empowerment Commission has set targets, so far unfulfilled of 30% of productive land 
and black people should hold 25% of shares of companies listed on the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange within 10 years. 
 
Sat 23 
 
Following the legal advice of lawyers acting for former South African employees of the 
British mining firm Cape PLC (qv 29/10) an offer of compensation has been accepted, on 
behalf of the 7, 500 claimants. Although it falls short of the amount sought, it was seen as 
a fair settlement considering the financial status of the company. 
 
A trust fund, of £21m has been set up. An initial £11m will be paid in on 30/6/02; the 
balance will be paid over the next 10 years. Compensation payments will be made 



according to the severity of the illness suffered. To take two examples, a person with 
Mesothelioma, a type of lung cancer would receive £5, 250. A victim of asbestosis would 
be entitled to £3, 250. 


	1 '01
	JANUARY 2001
	Mon 1
	Sun 7
	Mon 8
	Thurs 11
	Tues 16


	2 '01
	FEBRUARY 2001
	Fri 2
	Sat 3
	Sun 11
	Mon 12
	Tues 13
	Wed 14
	Fri 16


	3 '01
	MARCH 2001
	Mon 5
	Tues 6


	4 '01
	APRIL 2001
	Mon 2
	Tues 3


	5 '01
	MAY 2001
	Tues 8
	Wed 9
	Mon 14
	Wed 16
	Thurs 17
	Sun 20
	Wed 23
	Sat 26
	Mon 28
	Tues 29
	Thurs 31


	6 '01
	JUNE 2001
	Fri 1
	Sat 2
	Mon 4
	Thurs 7
	Fri 8
	Sat 9


	7 '01
	JULY 2001
	Sun 1


	8 '01
	AUGUST 2001
	Wed 1
	Fri 3
	Sun 5
	Mon 6
	Mon 20
	Tues 21
	Wed 22
	Fri 24
	Mon 27


	9 '01
	SEPTEMBER 2001
	Sun 9
	Tues 11

	Wed 12
	Sat 15
	Mon 17
	Fri 21
	Sat 22


	10 '01
	OCTOBER 2001
	Mon 1
	Thurs 4
	Fri 5
	Mon 8


	11 '01
	NOVEMBER 2001
	Thurs 1
	Sat 3
	Tues 14
	Wed 15
	Fri 17
	Sat 18
	Re the crime of P Odendaal (qv 14/11), sentenced to seven years in jail The government and newspapers were outraged; “The sentence….must rank as one of the most lenient for a crime that has shocked the nation,” said the Sowetan. The judge accepted th...
	Tues 20


	Wed 21
	Wed 27
	Thurs 29
	Fri 30


	12 '01
	DECEMBER 2001
	Sun 2
	Mon 3
	Wed 5
	Thurs 6
	Fri 7
	Tues 11
	Wed 12
	Sat 15
	Mon 17
	Sat 23





