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“COLOURED SPOTS” IN 
JOHANNESBURG

CITY DEPUTATION AT CAPE TOWN
FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

CAPE TOWN, Monday.
A  deputation from  the Johannesburg City Council arrived in 

Cape Town during the week-end, and to-day got into touch with 
Ministers and Members of Parliament.

“  The object o f our visit,”  said Mr. Lionel Leveson, chairman 
of the Council’s Public Health Committee, in an Interview, "  is, first, 
to impress upon Ministers the necessity of urgent action.

“  Conditions in certain parts o f Johannesburg occupied by 
Asiatics and coloured persons have reached a state which, from  a 
public health point o f view, cannot be allowed to Continue. We 
cannot take the risk o f an extension o f the dangers existing there 
to-day.’ ’ »

“We Will ask the Government,” Mr. 
Leveson said, “ to accept the Peetham 
report with certain small modifications 
to agree to the council’s policy of 
giving Asiatics freehold title in the 
Malay location, to agree to the as
signment of Claremont for Asiatic 
occupation and to give, us the 
necessary powers to enable us to bring 
the western areas of Sophiatown. 
Martindale and Newclare under rigid
municipal control. __

‘■Ou’- object is to bring into being 
a policy under which only bona fide 
owner-occupants will be allowed to own 
property and trade there.

“Tne owner-occupant system rigidly 
excludes Europeans. Under our scheme 
they will be at least 95 per cent. 
Asiatics or coloured and not more than 
five per cent, native. There are a 
certain number of native °wner- 
occupiers whom we are not justified 
in expelling but we feel that they are 
so few that they will prefer to go 
voluntarily to the «J»tlve i 

"W e teel that although we cannot

'wipe out the coloured spots in 
Johannesburg we can check the flow 
of the tide. That is our policy and we 
hope to get the support of the Govern
ment in carrying it out.”

Other members of the deputation 
are Mr. T. P Gray, chairman of the 
General Purposes Committee, Mr. A. 
Immink, chairman of the Native 
Affairs and Coloured Administration 
Committee, Mr. C. Beckett, chairman 
of the Town Planning Committee, Mr. 
F du Toit, Town Councillor for Vrede- 
dorp, Mr. I. Marks, Town Clerk, Dr. 
Milne, M.O.H. and Mr. G. Ballenden. 
manager of the Native Affairs Depart
ment.

A p p o in tm e n t s  have been made with 
the Minister of Native Affairs and the 
Minister of the Interior. The d e p u ta 
tion m a y  r e m a in  in Cape Town for
some days.

The modification of the Feetham 
areas which will be suggested includes 
the excision of Ferreirastown in the 
neighbourhood of the new magistrates 
oourte and of part of the recommended 
area in Ophiiton.
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"The__Star" The Future Of Prospect Township. 
Problems Pending _Ogjy.sj.ons By The Government,
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ONLY WOMAN COMPETITOR H\

Mrs. Kay Petre, the only woman entrant for the Johannesburg O r.^ d  1

THE FUTURE OF PROSPECT 
TOWNSHIP

PROBLEMS PENDING DECISIONS 
BY THE GOVERNMENT
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I Reports have been submitted by 
I sub-comm ittees o f  the Municipal 
! Native Affairs and Town Planning 
I Committees in regard to certain 

areas in Prospect Township where it 
was proposed to remove the existing 
buildings and erect others- 

The Town Planning Committee 
states that the exemption o f this 
township from  the provisions o f the 
Gold Law was not recommended by 
the commission but was agreed to by 
the City Council.

“ In our opinion,” says the Town 
Planning Com mittee,”  it is not suit
able for  European occupation and 
should be zoned for  industrial pur
poses.”

The sub-comm ittee appointed to 
co-ordinate with the Native Affairs 
and Town Planning Committee 
states, in a report presented to 
the joint meeting o f Town Planning, 
Health and Native Affairs Sub-Com
mittees yesterday that, owing to 
tfye uncertainty which exists regard
ing the Government’s intention con
cerning Prospect Township, it is un
able at this stage to recom mend what 
procedure should be adopted in order 
to ameliorate the conditions existing 
in the township.

NOTICES SERVED.

The medical officer o f  health 
has served a number of 
notices on the residents o f 
Prospect Township and the pre
mises have been declared slums. The 
owners have now been called upon 
to place their premises in order and, 
as a consequence, a number o f plans 
have been submitted with regard to 
the replacement o f  existing build
ings. I f  these plans are passed and 
new buildings erected, however, it is 

1«sible that the Native Affairs Com- 
'xtee m ight refuse to grant licences 
house natives. ,

“  A  further problem is raised by 
le fa ct  that the Railway Adminis- 
-ation may desire to acquire Pros
ect Township for the purpose o f es- 
ablishing a goods yard, and until 

something more definite is known in 
this direction, it is questionable 
whether the Council should force the 
owners to rebuild. On the other 
hand, from  a public health point of 
view, it is essential that the exist
ing conditions should not be allowed 
to remain any longer than is neces
sary.”

The city engineer was requested 
while in Caoetown recently, to inter
view the Minister of Interior and 
Public Health, and the Minister of 
Railways, and on his return to submit 
a report.

The town clerk was of the opinion 
that the old law was only enforceable 
in regard to Cape coloured persons, 
but not Asiatics.

For some time the Native Affairs 
Committee was undecided regarding 
the best course to pursue. Eventually 
it approached the Minister urging 
that the old law should be enforced 
The Secretary to the Minister re
plied that one of the reasons why 
action had not been taken was that 
if the coloured inhabitants were 
ejected they would not be able to get 
other accommodation. Before sub
mitting the matter to the Minister he 
asked whether the Council had made 
any provision of this sort.

The Native Affairs Committee thers 
recommended that accommodaion 
should be provided for such persons,. 
Subsequently the matter was held u p  
pending the publication of the repor 
of the Asiatic Land Tenure Act Com 
mission. Again there was delay.

In a report signed by the chair
man of the Public Health Committee, 
Mr. L. Leveson it is stated that “ The 
functions of the Native Affairs Com
mittee should be extended to include 
all matters affecting the actual man-
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EUROPEAN ZONES.
The sub-committee further recom

mended that Rosebank, Birnham, 
Waverley, Oaklands, Rouxville, Vic
toria, Riviera and Highlands be zoned 
purely as European residential areas.

In regard to coloured persons, the 
manager of native affairs has sub
mitted a report pointing out that con
siderable difficulty is experienced in 
regard to the lower elements o f the 
coloured population in Johannesburg. 
When areas are cleared o f natives, 
those areas are repopulated by col
oured persons hardly distinguishable 
from natives, whose presence retards 
such areas from becoming rehabili
tated. These coloured families have 
become scattered in many of the 
European residential areas, to the dis
comfort o f the European residents.

LAW OP 1871.
He quotes an old Republican law of 

1871 to the effect that no erf holder 
in any town in the Transvaal is 
allowed to have coloured persons on 
his land unless they are in his service 
or under contract with him. He asks 
that the Government be asked to en
force this law and that if this is 
carried out, the native affairs com
mittee be given the necessary powers 
and that the committee and depart
ment be styled “The Native and Col
oured Administration Department.”

O.C. CONTINGENT. 
Colonel K. R. VAN DER SPUY, 
M.C., who will be in charge of the 
South African Coronation con
tingent. Colonel van der Spuy 
has just taken over the Cape Com
mand, having been transferred 

there from Durban.

. .

agement of the places o f residence 
and the housing of coloured persons. 
In view of the fact, however, that it 
should be the policy of the Council 
to endeavour to uplift the outlook 
and social standards of the coloured 
person, we are o f opinion that the 
title o f the Native Affairs Committee 
should be altered to ' The Non-Euro
pean Housing and Native Administra
tion Committee.’
“ We are also of*  opinion that the 
Public Health Committee should re
tain control of the housing schemes 
for coloured persons until such time 
as they are completed, when the ad
ministration thereof could be handed, 
over to the non-European Housins 
and Native Administration Committee 
The manager, Native Affairs Depart
ment, should, however, collaborate 
with the Medical Officer of Health 
during the construction of the houses 
with regard to all matters appertain- I 
ing to their design, etc.”

These various reports will be con- } 
sidered this afternoon.

BLOEMFONTEIN’S NEW ~ [ 
BUSES

BLOEMFONTEIN-  Friday. — Th' 
Town Council decided to-day to speno 
£29,104 on the purchase of 12 single
decker buses, two double-decker buses 
and one spare engine operating on 
crude oil. These will replace the ex
isting trackless trams, which are to be 
discarded. The vehicles will be 
coloured almond and empire green. 
—Reuter.

ta
r
tc
ot

»
l!
L
e



"THL STAR"
H 0 U S INN G.

Spphiatown Slums. City Council's Aim.

SOPHIATOWN 
SLUMS

CITY COUNCIL’S 
AIM

.REPLY TO DR. 
HERTZOG

INDIAN TOWNSHIP 
CHALLENGE

O v e r c r o w d in g  to  th e  e x t e n t  o f  18 
fa m il ie s  liv in g  in  a  s in g le -s to re y  b u ild 
in g  o n  a s ta n d  o f  50 b y  100 fe e t  is  
q u ite  c o m m o n  in  S o p h ia t o w n , w ith in  
th re e  m ile s  o f  th e  c e n tr e  o f  J o h a n n e s 
b u rg . O f  1,700 p ro p e r t ie s , 1,463 a re  
s lu m s , a n d  408 o f  th e se  a r e  m a jo r  
s lu m s . M a n y  o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  a re  
h a lf -s ta r v e d  a n d  la rg e  n u m b e r s  a re  
e x p lo it e d  by  s lu m  la n d lo id s . ^

M r  G r a h a m  B a lle n d e n , m a n a g e r  o f  
th e  c i t y 's  n a t iv e  a i fa ir s  d e p a r tm e n t , 
g a v e  th is  e v id e n c e  in  a n s w e r  to  q u e s 
t io n s  by  D r. A lb e r t  H e r tz o g  at t o - d a y s  
se ss io n  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n  t0J n ^  
in to  a  C ity  C o u n c il  p la n  t o  e s ta b lis h  
a  t o w n s h ip  f o r  I n d ia n s  a t  C Ib w o b I  
M r . F . G le n  L e a ry  p re s id e d .

INDIAN HOUSING PROPOSAL

D r  H e r tz o g  s u g g e s te d  th a t  th e  
C o u n c il  c o u ld  e x p r o p r ia t e  s u ff ic ie n t  
p r o p e r t ie s  in  S o p h ia t o w n  to  h o u se  400 
In d ia n  fa m il ie s  in  w h a t  w a s  a lr ®at* .  
a  n o n -E u r o p e a n  to w n s h ip , in s te a d  o 
c r e a t in g  a  n e w  o n e  a t  C la r e m o n t . M i .  
B a lle n d e n  e x p la in e d  th a t  h is  id e a l w as  
t o  h a v e  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  n o n -  
E u ro p e a n  fa m ily  t o  a  s ta n d  in  a ll t h e  
to w n s h ip s . T h e  C o u n c il  h a d  p o w e r s  
to  e x p r o p r ia te , b u t  u n d e i thi P 
T o w n  a g r e e m e n t  h a d  t o  p r o v id e  a ltP i-  
n a t iv e  a c c o m m o d a t io n  f o r  n a t iv e  
te n a n ts  a n d  p r o p e r ty  o w n e rs .

T h e  c o s t  o f  r e m o v in g  r e s id e n ts  f r o m  
h a l f  S o p h ia t o w n  a lo n e , a n d  p ie p a r  g 
th e  a re a  f o r  400 I n d ia n  re s id e n ts , 
w o u ld  be m o r e  t h a n  £700.000_ T h e  
c o s t  o f  la n d  a t  C la r e m o n t  f o r  t h e  
w h o le  s c h e m e  w a s  £35 ,000  

M r . B a l le n d e n  s a id  t h e  C o u n c il  w a s  
t r y in g  t o  Im p r o v e  c o n d it io n s  in  
S o p h ia t o w n  a n d  e lse w h e re , bu  i 
f o u n d  th a t  a s  fa s t  a s  i t  m o v e d  a  
n a t iv e  fa m ily  o u t  a  c o lo u r e d  fa m ily  
came in  M a n y  o f  th e  s lu m  la n d lo r d s  

I h a d  o n ly  o n e  p o l i c y - t o  s p e n d  ^  «  «  
a s  possible to get as m u c h  a s  

T h e  Council aimed a t  p r o v id in g  
proper liv in g  and social c o n d it io n s  ,at 
nominal charges in -the new township.



A COLOURED TOWNSHIP. 
Site West Of Orlando Suggested.

T l i H  S T A K ,  J O
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A COLOURED 

TOWNSHIP

s i t e  w e s t  o f  o r l a n d o  
SUGGESTED

To the Editor of The Star 
Sir,_ i  read with ,nterest your ^

■■ x le  o f June 13. I am sure every 
n JonannesDurg and on the 
igreea on tne policy o f  setting

for the establishment o f 
<'° wns^P* where this com -

th T ided with facUities in n g  t h e ir  o w n  g r o u n d  a n d  
t h e ir  o w n  h o m e s .

at issue is where to
Iim wu°hW1̂  p 50 that 11 w ith  t h e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e
nmunities, European, native 
ired and to study carefully

_________A  ^ ep a y ers  of Johan-
is scheme. Johannesburg
a n d t t W S ?  ln every direction to-day 

the phenomenal development to
European *Pparent ™  the vplrm t h.  expansion is tending to en-
direction Tn™ ’0 t? wnshiPs in this
establishment these S h i p s  had®

*»the same mistake as every a!
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econom ic hou^na ^ e " ° pcan sub- 
will fill up with Orland0

, that the Native Affairs o  rapidity

'■aru?, s*
O r jo d o  Is purely an S5J&
^  » e ratepayers should T o o t  thP’
3  « • > * £

^ t ? L i eJ 0J epea* the m^take per-

a s s S s ' W ? *  -Mayfair West hav? i Mayfair and fu.
tested to the Healfh 4 .ably Pr°- m '

of the r e p l4  r e c i ^ 0m mttee' ° ne -
effect that Mayfa!r w PJ aS *>, the 
separated by a " blanket * 7  be
coloured towmhln . t. , fr0m the 
sumably m e S  belt rpre‘
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proposal, with the consequent u. 
property value, and a resultant strean. 
of traffic percolating through the 
suburbs affected?

I It is understood that an alternative 
1 scheme has been submitted which is 
i strongly favoured by many councillors 

ind which will find favour with the 
majority of the public when It has 

, been given the necessary public'ty It 
is that land should be set aside farther 
west adjoining or neat to Orlando In 
every possible manner the feelings of 

' the coloured people should be con
sidered with a view to uplifting them, 
and not pulling them down to the 
level of the native. The Council has 

1 3,000 acres at Orlando, and the right 
1 to take up another considerable tract 

of land adjoining Orlando, known as 
Spencer’s Lease: at present barely 300 
acres are built on. It would not be 
necessary to have a “ blanket" sepa
rating the two communities, for the 
two townships could be far enough 
apart to be totally different in all 
characteristics and to have separate 
names. The prejudice of the coloured 
people against the word Orlando must 
be overcome The electricrtrain service 
shortly to be inaugurated will speed 
up communications and will bring 
these townships within a few minutes 
of Johannesburg, and the prejudice of 
distance will eventually fade.

The proposal of the Health Com
mittee is to spend £200 per acre and 
acouire 200 acres at a cost of £40.000 
and the sellers of the ground stimu
late that the around is to be used for 
no other puroose than that of a 
■’ olou-ed township For this sum the 
Council could probably acou’ re 1°00 
acres of sround in the vicinity of Or
lando and not to be faced in a few 
vears’ time with the n-oWem of pro
viding additional facilities for the 
coloured oopulation which now num 
bers 20 000. , —

I ask vou to eive this imoortant 
matter the publicity it deserves. It 
may be the means of causins our pub
lic m°n to wo into t*>is nr^b’ em very 
carefully before finally coming to a 
decision.

A. E. STAFFORD.
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NATIVE HOUSING A'TTtSQSTEN.

NATIVE HOUSING 
AT KORSTEN

WORST CONDITIONS 
IN t h e  u n io n

STRONG CRITICISM  BY  
COM M ISSION

PORT ELIZABETH. Tuesday.-A  
denunciation of S

S ’ u r b S  Natives Commission, was a the Urban « a  dings when

■ r - s i s r - t t .  take * * « *

evT " » u M  r ' v f i u S :
the localities we ha e 
conditions in Korsten are very «  
worse t* a n  anything we 
throughout the w European resi-
I think it behoves t e g
dents of Port EUzabeth to  ̂ta«

Stw ch  i f  go\n™ to react very adversely 
on them," said Mr. M o o ^  ^  ^

Later, in giving evid > afj ajrs 
man of th® ^ “ ^ e co m m is s io n  that

s s s r - v  & . 0IC ,S S : 
X f „ , UP ^ , S X  ■ » »
natives.

" P I L T I 1 Y  S U R R O U N D I N G S .”

? ? A ntsm« « «
surroundings with those
yellow and olackF ' ^0ws that, so 

“ Our housing survey s 
far as the housing of ^  ^  
people is concerned .only Q̂ s can b£

S l £ «  *  a«“«3K

Urban Areas Act is native affairs The chairman of the native ^  ^
c o m m it t e e  s a id .  m t h  a n d

5 5 f S : S » i  01 
“ h . T S V «  W  -> »  p " S £ \ £
show that tl^ d^ ° f traUonrlUand ’ the 
P r o v in c ia l  Ad, ^ n* “ t r ib u te d  to the 
m u n ic ip a l it y  aU  »
c r e a t io n  o f  th is  s t  a b o u t
has b e e n  « *  v id e
£ 200,000 w ° u l d  B r ig h t o n  l o c a t io n  fo r  
h o u s in g  in New B g  natives n ow
the accom m odation o f nQt in the
resident m the could oniy be
solved1 by the Government taking a
hand. contrast betweenIllustrating toe cowi thQse at 
conditions at Korsten a. c
the New ®ri®ĥ r said that convic- White. the Mayor, said location

“ r r “ = . r s ° » ? » s . — »•
a n  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m .

The native problem w ^s, he ^aid. 
an econom ic Proble^ lves had been 
employment for policy was
whittled f 0r the conditions
partly ^ X T  The City Council wasruling to-day. three or four

SSJSB-rSK p»'0 ™
(Continued to next column.)

rate of 4 /-  a d^ o rsten not* due
the trouble unemployed
^ m ^ m t t V ^ £ w h o  conducted

^ T o f d e S  J K

present proposing t Brigh-
tional 500 houses i n tge  New ^

t0n» 1 that the O um “ l should give 
r z  and supply the material for the
„  “ = S «t

p s s i l i
hJuTspent £25,000 on Korsten in an

^  PW m in
his^evidence that in th e  a - g e r *  
natives ^ e  Governme wanted
not doing its  duty. « o^ ona for

S : ,  the fir^need was t o ~  «£
theireiaboure gThey were not getting 
that to-day.—Reuter.
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City Council
to

Big Housing 
Scheme

J ^ lS  immediate start on the City Council’s Klipriversberg housing 
estate, for which borrowing powers to a total o f £1,437,050 were 

approved some time ago, will be made if  the Council accepts recom
mendations which were passed by the Public Health Committee last 
night.

The Committee recommended that the scheme be proceeded 
with at once and the City Engineer be instructed to prepare plans, 
in consultation with the Medical Officer of Health, for the erection 
of 1,000 sub-economic houses. It was considered that in the event 
of this scheme not being adopted, the Council should approach the 
Central Housing Board and the Administrator with the object of 
allocating a sufficient proportion of the loan for Klipriversberg for 
the erection o f 600 houses at Albertsville, the sum to include”  the 
cost o f expropriation. L~—

It was alos decided to ask the non- 
European and Native Affairs Commit
tee to press as an urgent matter its 
request for a loan for sub-economic 
housing of coloured people at Orlando, 
oi* alternatively, in the event o f failure 
to obtain a loan, to consider sub
mitting a scheme for the reallocatiop 
o f the £680,000 loan for Coronation 
Township so as to devote a portion of | 
the loan to coloured housing at Orlan
do. The Native Affairs Committee is 
also to be asked to make further 
urgent representations to the Adminis
trator for sanction of a loan of 
£1,347,340 for native housing at 
Orlando.

NO ALTERNATIVE

The committee’s decisions last night 
were influenced by the general recog
nition that effective slum clearance 
cannot take place until the native and 
coloured populations have been fully 
rehoused. It has been found that in 
the ma.iority of slum areas Europeans 
and coloureds are so mixed that even 
if oremies were condemned, demolition 
cannot take place owing to the Council 
not having any alternative accommo
dation available.

The £1,437,000 Klipriviersbcrg 
scheme, which was allowed for by 
Mr. D. F. Corlett, chairman of the 
Finance Committee in his estimates, 
was intended in the first instance to 
provide 2,000 houses, but delay has 
been caused by a suggestion of the 
Railway Administration that it 
should take over the land for a 
housing scheme for its own em 
ployees.
It is understood by the Council that 

the Railway Adminstration, for the 
time being at least, he abandoned 
this project, and the Medical Officer 
of Health. Dr. A. J. Milne, stated in a  
report presented last night that 
there was now apparently no 
reason why the Council should 
not proceed with the scheme. He 
added that there was indeed every 
reason why the Council should do so, 
in order to provide accommodation for 
families displaced under the Slums Act.

2,000 HOUSES 
If the committee’s recommendations 

are adopted by the Council, it will 
mean that with the erection of only 
1,000 houses instead of 2,000. half the 
ground will still be available for the 
Railway Administration if- it still re
quires it. The Council would then split 
up its total scheme by building the re
maining 1,000 houses it needs at 
Albertsville and Claremont. Whatever 
happens, however, the Public Health 
Committee intends this year to make 
a serious effort to begin the building of 
the 2,000 houses which will ultimately 
be required.

Dr. Milne„ In a special report on 
the present position of slum clearance 
and rehousing to last night s meeting, 
emphasised the "universally accepted 
axiom” that the demolition or evacua
tion of slums was only justified in the 
presence of simultaneous provision of 
alternative accommodation. A muni
cipal survey completed in March, 
1937, showed that 6,735 European 
families, 874 Asiatics, 2,747 coloured 
and 5,.497 native families had to he 
displaced from insanitary conditions. 
Since the promulgation of the Slums 

Act 488 European, 731 coloured. 114 
Asiatics, and 1,930 native families have 
been displaced from insanitary pro
perties. The report gives details of the 
various rehousing schemes now in hand 
by the Council and private organisa
tions, but calls attention to the still 
pressing need for more housing.

There are 999 European applicants 
alone on the waiting list for sub- 
economic housing, and it is known that 
there will be large numbers of families 
who will be applicants when housing 
becomes available. Every effort Dr. 
Milne adds, should be made to rid the 
Malay Location once and for all ol 
the remainder of its native occupants.



THB_RAND ,DAILY_MAIL" SEPERATE MUNICIPALITY IN NORTHER OITY AREAS POSSIBLE. 
Report To Council Committee.

iTE MUNICIPALITY  
NORTHERN CITY 

S POSSIBLE

Jt.
i .

Report to Council 
Comm ittee

THE possibility of a separate municipality on the 
boundaries of Johannesburg is visualised in a -  

report bv the Town Clerk, supplemented by a report by the 
CityEngineer, Dr. E. J. Hamlin, which is to befpresented 
to a special meeting of the General Purposes' Committee
to-day. j _

The report has been drawn up as a 
suggested basis of the views of the 
City Council to be placed before the 
commission appointed by the Govern
ment at the end of last year, at the 
instance of the Union Public Health 
Department, to consider the adminis
tration of areas which are becoming 
urbanised, but which are not under 
local government control, 
v After recalling some of the findings 
of the Boundaries Commission under 
■Mr. Justice Feetham, the report states 
‘hat “ it is abundantly clear that an 
irgent problem is growing up on the,
>utskirts of a number of Reef towns, 
md it is considered that before the 
'.evSlopment o f these areas is com

pletely out of control some compre
hensive scheme should be devised for 
dealing with this problem to tak^, the 
place of the past and unsatisfactory 
method of further incorporation into 
municipal areas from time to time as 
the occasion warranted.” )
1 F or dealing w ith the areas con 
cerned in of  .ToViCTnnesburg a 

" ’ most 
ipal

ire
lch
ge
nd
Is’

<*e
r
t
r
t

large number o f townships ai 
immediately north o f the munic 
boundary, the report states there arc 
fcur alternative, methods.

These are the establishment of 
new municipalities, establishment of 
a system of divisional councils . 
similar to those at the Cape, exten- ! 
sion of municipal boundaries, or the 
granting of extended powers to 
municipalities to control land out
side their areas.
In an analysis o f the pros and cons 

of these four schemes, the Town Clerk 
points out that the northern areas of 
Johannesburg are becoming increas
ingly popular for residential purposes, 
and provided the gold-mining industry 
does not experience some unforeseen 
setback, “ there can be little douot that 
the time will come when the estab
lishment of a separate municipality on 
our northern boundaries will be a 
practical proposition.”

CONTROL NEEDED
He says that if this statement is 

correct, it would seem that all that !s 
now required in respect of the areas 
Johannesburg, ensure a satisfactory 
concerned “ is some system of control 
that will safeguard 'the .interests of 
Johannesburg, ensure a satisfactory 
standard of public health and prevent 
disorderly and scattered development 
"'.ntil such time as the municipality 
)mes into being.”

The report emphasises, however, 
that unless some such system of 
control is established without delay, 
the lojial. authority of the future will 
be handicapped from the date of its 
inception.
The Johannesburg municipality, it Is 

stated, can accommodate^ a European 
population of approximately 500,000. 
without any overcrowding of build- 
able land, and if a section of the 
population does not wish to take ad
vantage of municipal services and 
chooses to settle in outside areas, it 
would be an injustice to impose addi
tional taxation on Johannesburg’s 
citizens in order to support a new 
local government body such as ii 
divisional council for the purpose of 
improving conditions in such areas.

Mr. Marks considers that the sugges
tion to grant existing municipalities 
extended powers to control peri-urban 
areas would result in a more efficient 
service at lower costs per head, a  
separate rate and attendant costs of 
assessment and collection would be 
unnecessary.

The T6wn Clerk has recommended 
to the committee that his report be 
submitted to the commission as ex
pressing the Council’s views and that 
the Town Clerk, City Engineer, Medical 
Officer of Health, the City Treasurer, 
and the Manager of Native Affairs’ 
Commission be authorised to givf 
evidence before the commission. "
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