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24 October 1958,
Alan Paton Esq.,
KLOOF, Watal.,

Dear Mr, Paton,

What an absolute lout you must think me and what a perfect
right you have to do so! T . could make the excuse that there has been
a rush of work during the past weeks and that one often wishes that
the day and night were somewhat longer, but that is no excuse for
not immediately answering your letter, especially in view of your
very kind remarks to the Chrnegieyﬂbrporation. That letter has
made me Teel as if T were to some extent masquerading, for the
simple reason that I realige how little I can do in the South Afri=
can situation today.

It is very true that, as you say, there are indications that
many people are willing to think along more progressive lines, but
the process is a slow one, and there is the tendency among whites
in South Africa to tkink that there is enough time and that the
mere fact of a trend is already an indication that people will
aventually realige that what we are doing is unjust as well as
inexpedient. But I wonder whether reality will allow us all that
time, I doubt whether the fact of progressive trends in white
thought will have much influence on non-white thought. I am very
concerned over the alliance between the A.W.C. and the Congress of
Democrats whom I regard as a dangerous orzanigzation in the sense
that T believe that they ( the C.0.D.'s) would like to see
violent solutions and emotional upheavéls, I may be wrong in this,
but when I addressed a meeting of the Students' branch of your
party in Johannesburg some welk g ago, I had thé feeling that the
questioners, who were mostly members of the C.0.D.'s, were thinking
and working along those lines.

nless we are to have a violent climax to the things that are
hanvpening - and I believe that would be disastrous for the future
social and racial pattern of the country - the A.N.C. in particular
and the non-whites in general will have to become convinced that
the progressive trend in white thought ean and will become a factor
of decisive importance, The question asked me by the C.0.D.'s at
that meeting, and to which I had no effective reply, was how I
could reject all unconstitutional and violent methods or wethods
that could and presumedly would lead to wviolence, such as strikesy ©
and navrtheless hold out the hope that things will change. L

T can see no other way than a change of heart in the whites :
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of the country as a whole, and the signs of such change are so

S
small and as yet so far removed from decisive political action, that
T believe time is againgt us.

I have often thought of the large number of members or suppor-

ters of the "nited Party who realize the need. Some days ago 1 was
sked to address a branch meeting of the

he U.FPs here in Pretoria, and

©

T was struck by the faet that they agreed, as individuals, with my
very outspoken criticism of the T.Pe leaders, Put I had the
impression that they were not prepafed to move as far to the left of
the ".P, as for example the Liberal Party, with its policy of a
common and unqualified voters' roles, I think that, to quote the
Harvard philospher Whitehead, they fear or realize that an evil
institution can become so integral a part of a society that to
remove that evil suddenly would cause such society to collapse. There
is some truth in that. I could well visualige that a relatively sud-
den transition to e.g. a common votrs' role,could have disastrous
results, and I am more in favour of a qualified role, with some
acceptable norm as a qualification, but applying to all races in the
country, without any discrimination.

T think I could defend that on purely ethical and logical groun
grounds. From the point of view of pure expediency,it could be said
that a policy of that nature would be acceptable to far more
whites than are at present prepared to support the Liberal Party,
and if my contention is right, that we must either have a change in
white attitudes or otherwise face violence and chaos, such addition
to the ranks of voters who can influence the political sphere is the
only hope. g

When you have time, I shall be very glad to hear your comments
on this. In the meantime I wish to assure you of my best
wishes and my appreciation of jthe great work that wou are doing in
the sphere of racial re}ations. }

Yours very sincerely,

P -

-/




23 Lynton Road,
KLOOF,
Natal.

Tth Novenibﬂr’ 1968,

Dear Professor Pistorius,

Thank you for your letter of October 24. I was not
thinking that you were a lout - I just wanted to make sure that
you had received my letter, because letters appear now and then
to go astray.

It is very understandable that you should be holding
fast to the idea that a change of heart is the only way. Shall
we be a little lese ambitious and say that a change of ude
is the only way. I do not think we should rule out the possi- -
bility of such change, but it will be largely brought about by
external events, by what many call extra-Parliamentary events,
sucha 8 boycotts and strikes. I e¢an understand that the very
words havé distasteful associations for you, but it is hard to
know what other ways are open to unenfranchised people. They
certainly want to see a change in white attitudes, but they will
not hesitate to play what part they can in changing these attitudes.
Now of course I understand that it is difficult to distinguish
between outright revolutionary acts and massive evolutionaby
acts, and & readily understand the danger that the second may
become the first. The simile of the safety valve is very apt
here. Will the safety valve reduce the tensions, or will the
mere tinkering with it blow the whole place to pieces? We frank-
ly do not know. This same struggle that goes on in your own
mind goes on in the Liberal Party also between those who hate
violence so much that they even hate all kinds of pressure, and
those who accept the necessity for these pressures, even though
they concede that they may be dangerous. It seems to me that
unless one accepts this second point of view, one might as well
say, I was against apartheid and I still do not like it very much,
33: I am now prepared to work for it as the only hope for the

Ure.

As you know, many of us feel unable to accept the guali-
fied roll, because it was tried in 1863, and in a hundred and five
years it has withered completely away. What hope today hae one
of securing the support of the African people for a qualified
roll when it has already been tried once with the net result that
the white voters took it away piece by piece? You may even pro-
mise constitutional entrenchments for the roll, and they wil

reply that entrenchments have proved to be worth nothing.
3 3 3
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