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At this great Cong re as ©f the people • •  are franine the / 

Freedoa °herter for our future the Freedoa Charter which we the peo

ple of S .a . shell fight for and shall win for our children and for our 

sslres. Ve auat plan tod a* for the coa.. and oepp... of all people, 

f©r the seourlty of all people, for their freedoa fToa want and worry

- f©r thio freedoa auat be woig before poo pie can be happy.

In want and worry baurt the lirea of the people of South Afri- 

oa, and especially Ae llwecof the non-Iuropean people. F0r aillions 

of non-Iuropean parent* + *  net hawe tho things In li^e that people 

hae. in 'T ^ T fc u n t r ie .. all 0rer the world, t h e . 'r v .r i i f e  that only t 

the ehlte people hare In 3.Afrloa. The Hon-Iurop^n people as not 

hare proper houses. they ■u.tjllre In shacks and shantiesand pondckkis.

# they auat be cooped up :  .1 . *nd lccaticna, mu.t gurvo f0r hour, and 

orde in crowded danger©ue buooo and train*, the ohlldren auat pley In 

the a treeto and gutters becutaec they hare no other plaoe to play. 

Alright the otreeto are dark, to auko people must walk in foar. The 

house hare no lighting; water 1« gift of nature, but it 1 . not brought 

to the houaea; •any families auat ahare one lap, the women mist walk 

to focth water, the people auat walk alone In the rtsric ni^ht to go to 

latrines; and you know that theae latrines are like - they are not 

fit  for any human beinga. and thla la now thoaanda of our people lire 

snd they auat lire under auniolpul oontrol, under peyalt and paaa 

yateaa, with no freedoa of l i * « ,  and must pay rent whcih la too high 

for aany people te pay, becanae they are not allowed to . . .  high wagee 

And if  Yerwoerd says the rent is to be lnoreased, the people are not 

rents ere fust raised, whetehT they oan afford to pay it  not.

And whut about food? The record of South Africa la . . . .  too many of 

our childro are undernounahed, thouaunra of childT«n die before they 

are a year old becauae they c*anot net the right food,cennot be loo

ked efter properly, aoat be e^poaed to disease, becauae of the gon- 

dtlons which the people aust lire . »e therefore doaand as the people 

of South Africa not *e shall be after to bring up on families In . . . .  

and health ane happiness. To den and thf»t food shall be abailabl* to 

a ; ; ,  thet the land of all used to produce food, that the no recerfes 

shall produce food, shall not produce cheap labour of the alnes ,choap 

labour which takes the futher froathe family the husfcand froa the 

wife - ohsap labour which build the prosperity of S .a . ,  be which th 

workers do not shire. The people demaad food, proof the people to 

buy . . .  heroes which all people can afford to pay. The people shell 

not go hungry. And ehen the aethers go out to eork there shall be

..........  for the.lr children.

3q.iith Africa needs the Mothers an<i the mothers are

willing to *©rk, but they aust have ohechee where their children can 

be oaTed for when they are away, . . .  the children oennot beleft in 

the strs*ts and aeke eapty houaea.
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• Tranulatlon of the handwritten draft sheets a&rked ae (1) la rod 

Ink »-

m .  M M M t t  kkpxjt «

that ha* happened, whilst in other countries 

when a lav la repugnant to the liking to the liking of the people, It 

la repealed, has infuriated our aad governaeat Into a foat of 

barUrlo  rag*.

Sr. Yerwoerd bawled out In Parliaaent saying » "This la th« work ot 

loafers aad teotaia" • Thsn In a fsat of rigour ho ahrleked, "Ohildrea 

who do not go to sahool on tho 25th April 1955* will loos* the ohanss 

of aohoellag for good. Tho aohools will ho olosod. Teaohere will ho 

dlsalsssi. funds whloh ought to ha usod for thoso plaoos will ho 

ussd in othera. Boys of 16 and over oust aeek for Jobs otherwlae they 

will ho arreated and sont to eonoentr&tioa oaapa” .

9«ALytf^i i

Dr. Yerwoerd had eoareoly finished 

eaying sov the slron was aoundod to tho nation by tho Ajrloan national 

Coagrsee, lug »- "All hranohos should stand on thoir foot in 

this aduoatlonal lasus In reply to tho latlaidating reharke of Dr. 

Yarwoard. Children ahould not go to aohool am the 25th April, 1955 

la hraashee whloh ara fu ll / prepared for tho boyoott but who have aat 

/a t  Joined la  the atruggle*

Moreover branches that have takaa aatloa are congratulated for what 

they have done* aa they will really eaooarage other plaoee"*

■ b w  i n i  aju> m u  i

£ s m »

More than 40 People have boon arraated. It  took aoae tlae 

to allow the patriot Monare out on ball booauae the polloe wore urging 

that he eheuld reaain is o us tody booaaaa ho la a dangeroua agitator.

Tho Towa Counoil aaaa lte eapleyeee to go about the loaatloa tollla 

g the parents to saad their ohlldraa to sahool.

Tho viait by Dr. Xlaelen, Secretary for katlve Affairs, whan ho 

saae to opea efflsially  the aaw loaatloa, aad to entertain ohlldrea, 

proved a ridloalaua affair  far although about £500 have been epeat aat 

a alnglo ehild attended i t .  fheee thoaeaads of oold drlak bottles 

•■I eakaa aad loada of aoat had |a  aaaamaere. fa hear that the asat 

aae seat to the beer hall te he g&vea to the era v lag aaa. Vat ae hear 

a raw er  that the mm pm t  looked at It  la  «la|pet. After that 

aeetlage were besned.

1E 902 IS E *
Here the Pol lee are delag faaay thiaga. They ease te a 

Oeagreee aae ting eat took away the fla g . *hea they ll oeppoerod they 

whaa oat of eight started Palling eat t "Oeagreee says ehildraa M e t  

all gs te eefceel*. At the tlae the flag aaa ea the |\e» > o

ten* l ew ever  the people aoea  wnderetood that thoee were the polloe,

® W ^w e5a

>; . n i U t i B K a - . . . .  V *
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2 I S t i 5 5 5 B * Forty—one woman bar* been ur*rt«4. The tartars of Africa 
have their bolt a fastened aboTi the navel and tha whit# man ia going to 
know where ho began. 
Oopy narked (1) la rod Uk. 
The following la a traaalation €  the pages in the handwritten draft 
p|pu>a which ha▼ohoon oanoollod on tho haok of tho pagea — SiD«

/
Events In tho dlfforont Places i > 

Tho 12th day of April, i#5~will nevar
+■ m

bo forgotton in tho history of tho liberatory sytruggle la thio country 
beoauee on that day 

diaoontinuod 
I Eventa in tho dlfforont plapeo « 
I (1) To lnaort 

Whan tho polloo aaw that thio waa a auooooa thoy otartod 
arroatlng people and doing many othor thlnga which did not befit the*. 
1 P 0 1 I . 

More than AO people hare been arreeted. Dr. W.W.M. Eiselen'e visit 
the Secretary of Native Affaira, who was there to open the new location
at Benonl. ■ f

diaoontinuod•
_2ngs 4l

Bren today our leaders hare boon banned and ordered to resi#i

under $his law from their respective organisations. All these laws 

and thoss we did not msntion hsr. ar . designed to opprese the Afrioan 

to be Just a aan without a right, without eduoation and without a hoae 

of h i . birth. Today the nation requires the eerrioee oI  honest parents, 

■on, boys and girls who are diligent and determined to go froa houee to 

houss with untiring (feet) and oourageoue hearts to go to tbs plaoee 

of work of the people, to tbs buses and trains teaohlng the people about • 

the llb.ratory struggls i beouu.e the day the Afrloan. understand th. 

truth will b . th . day th. whlt.s will d .spiss th .lr  Badness, let us 

have one catchword - follow AfrioanB 1

THl FREEDOM CHAJBIOT ROLLS OW.
Tho 12th day of April will never bo forgotton in the history

of this country bscaue. on that day whan ths sirens was sounded on the

looatlons of ths East-Hand - Bsnoni, Brakpan, Oernlston, Alexandra, they

went out.
. v .  is a translation of the typescript marked (2) in red ink.

TH-R 1TB* flYSTKM OP EDUCATION AND WHAT IT IS .

This new fora of education whci is being nick-named Bantu _

Education demands oi£r steady thinkingand aonaands shappnesa of 
d.oislon in ths opposition which ws are <*.ralned to dish out against 

It . Ws shall miss our targst i f  ws are guided by our psssionsln

this issus because this educational systsm was T.ry .ler.rly planned
j .Hits STil.......*/3*T. protagsalsts. _  --- — - --- -



■ •  - J - ^

*
Its evil is therefore hidden. It is aore lUks thomu in the soft 

turf.

In short, this type of eduostion haw besn designed to convert 

our ohildrsn the Africans of tomorrow into *  nation of idiots for ths

Europeans. Our ohildrsn ars going to be taught that never will in 

their livss bs equal to the whites. The white nan was aade by God 

to be a superior to an African, ^ur ohildrsn are going to be tsksn 

to concentration caaps where they will bs taught that the only Job 

for an African la to bs a lashing boy down a sins, to ailk the Boar's 

cows and working on the Boer*a fa m e . Hie work ia to bs a sweeper In 

the secondary industries In the towns. In all thsss occupations thsy 

should bs satisfied with the low wages. Moreover the Afrioan children 

should know that decent Joba with higher wagsa ars onlj for the Euro

peans. In other words whsn thsss ohildrsn grow up they will never have 

trade uniona to safeguard the* und their rights. They will never have 

a national organisation like the Afrioan National Congreaa which 

fights for the frsedoa of ths Afrioan people and peaoeful inter-racial 

relationship in this country.

*e have no doubt in saying that in this country there is not a 

single parent who will agres to bear children in this country, for 

sowebody like a hen, no one will will ever agres that her children 

should become Idiots, orphans and ludiorous characters in the face 

of other nations of ths world whils shs still liv ss . Ths Africans in 

this country will bs ths first nation in ths world to aooept this 

slavsry education.

Whst we should -aors than anything elss know la that in o»dsr to 

bs victorious against this shameful sduoatlon ws should bs unitsd 

speak in one voice. This disgraceful dirty sduoatlon nuat bs boyoottsd. 

Not s single Afrioan ohlld should go to school.

As a natter of fact, in order that ws should be auccessful eaih 

and every dletrlot should stand on its fsst and go froa hoass to homes 

tolling ths psopls sbout ths evil of this type of education.

d1asont lowed. .

PagsJL*

All the ss laws are aeant to oppress ths A fn e a a  in ths ooaatry 

of his origin, when ths Afrlsan psopls began to understand the truth, 

ths Europeans will regret his aadnsss.

THB JTRKSPOM CHARIOT POLLS OB.

Ths 12th day of A#ril 1956 will remain 

indelible la ths history of ths oountry because whsn ths sirsn was 

soundsd on ths last land leastions, naaely Brakpan, Benoal, Geraiston 

and Alexandra Township, ths children jaet did aot oars to go so eehoel.

It then bseaae evident that the day that had so leag beea awaited 

has ooae. The people of these areas wsrs demonstrating their dislike for 

this slavery kind of education. The tsaehsrs stood aad starsd at ths 

sapty classrooms and ultimately went oatsids to plsjr cards.

It was not long bsfore the brave rssldsnts of ths Vsstsra Areas 

followed the example, namely the resldsnts of Bswelars, Vsstsra Bative
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sad Sophiatown. The eehoola which had hitherto been full of chlldrea 

w o  dsssrted ea that day. Thlo cot tho dally n m p t p a n  etunnsd 

and dumbfounded beoamse of tholr foar to report tho truth. They startod 

M y la *  i *  loaoal tho shildraa oro going baak to sehoel". *o , 

thoro tho ohlldroa haws dons this and that*. All thlo M d  talk was tho 

w a it  of tho foar oaaood bar tholr aatlalag tho fact that tho 

freedea ohartor lo rolling m i aad aoreover tho wmj oooao d e a r .  Thlo 

ootloa oaaood tho intestines of tho authorltloo la  thlo country to aoaa. 

Tho loadoro were arrootod. At Boaoal aoro thao 40 people had boon arrool 

od
• Aad jot evea In othor aroao tho vaas of Blaakls voro load lac m  u A 

O ff .

a a a g ” w  *
Thooo novo reports ooae froa tho Trsasvaal A .B .C . 

Kxeoutlve. Ever olaoo tho hattlo against tho aow type of eduastloat 

tho dally aswspapars are twisting faoto booauao they do not vaat tho 

peopls to kaov what lo happening At a aattor of faot f ohat thooo 

aewspapsrs are doing lo not noo to ua . Kvsry tlao the Afvloaaa are 

struggling against oppression, tho novopaporo got annoyed and do not 

want to report the truth owing to tho realisation that each otop that 

tho Afrloane take glTOO then ground towards tholr frvedoa. They did 

tho same thing during the Deflanoo ogalnot the unjust laws oaapaiga, 

and they did tho caao thing during tho reaoval of tho Africans froa 

tholr rightful hoaes In tho Western Areas of Johaanesburg.

These newspapers have these reasons for foiling to report 

tho tfc-uth i Firstly they are not syapathlslng nor supporting our 

iibsrstory hoveaent. Seooudly, they do not like tho Afrloan National 

Cou&ress because It Is fighting for the llbesdtlon of tho Afrloan 

people arid i»r  peaceful inter-raoxal relationship In this country.

i^rujisl ition ; p»do11 imndwrltton paragrspfc at tho b— k »f  Eq. 4

u , j nev/s circular in releaeed by the Transvaal A .1 .0 .  Kxeoutlve

'a .mittee. 'he obj«ot for its Issue Is to ellghtea our people

• , rJir.h thj boycott of eohools by Afrioans.

v vittl t..-3 fror» fona to English by 8 . Pun^a » W/D/Cst.

mamkd no . )  u  w  w .

friend,

I hope you have heard about what le due to taka place in 

Joiuuinaaburg on the 25th aad 26th of Juas, 1955. There will be s 

conference of all raoial groups. Thie oonferenoe will be oslled the 

'ConF:; <^GE u? THE P30PLI*» besauss delegatee froa all the national t 

groups and froa all walks of l ifs  in 3 .A . will asst there. There will 

be d e l a t e s  froa religious, political and »oae**e orgaaisations. The 

*i).l b<s delegates froa the ohlefs and hesdasn of the varioua parte of %i 

•ou. try, i ioa the factory owners and fara owner a f froa workere unim a ij 

^nd rural areas, and dlenatea froa all other or^anisatlo
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A U  ttMi U l > p 1-  will tyiai with aae n l M  v i U n !  n u «  
I t w i r t M U w  u i  lW ii n U fi if « m  H U n t M *  « m d i .

^  w i n  %klo M lt l- ffM U l  m w ^ i y  j l t n w  T Xrn 

f r t  Urn reply is 'Y1XXMM*. He* will tfc» 4«I«ciUc — — »llak 
tki* y n l M M r U j r  • k j M t l n  t ftf delegatee will te n j ^ i i  1 * the 
oeapelatiea *f tko it— m  «f tti ftifto that they vill ta n iriHa- 
tlag. All D M  ffl— i— will W  tritUa I o n  « M  tke deleft to i 
•ill bo Hfl»| IB M M  M l M  *I» irlMT ttftl there Oheald be pMOl 
la this eoaatry of B m U  Africa* «• l>— i that all tkt pooplo aheul< 
4,*,il *<4««1 aagee f*r  sqmal nit. »• d w m l  U t  sbolltion of

w* dsaaad ths rspeal #f D m  oogregatexy leglelstioa. V* 

demead that we ehoald be given a n  load and the lava prohibiting thi 

evaerahlp of llveetoek by Afrleann la the rural araaa to bo 

repealed. In akortv wa dasumi that tko people akould bo givea 

equal opportanltlee whether thay bo la tko urbaa area*, the reeerreo 

and tko faraa. In faot, tka pooplo will demand for eventhe noat 

trivial of thiage which affaot their livelihood.

Tka denande of twalve alllion poopla will ba ooapilad 

la a big book to ba entitlad tka fkXMOM CUAM7 KH. Thia big book will 

ba tka beala of our liberatory straggle. It will oompol our 

present legislators to <uka lava la aeoordange with on* own 

aaplratlona. Tka world will ooa today, wkat tko pooplo of South 

Afrioa, blank and wklto» want baoauao tkalr daaaada will ba 

ooapllad in a big book. It lo orystal oloar tkat thia iaportaat 

doouaant will lay down tko fundamental prlnoiplee of future 

paaoaful lnter-raoial relations In thia soantry and it will ba 

tha final doouaant In thia rsspeot.

THAT SHOULD IKK PKQFL*  do j

(1) Toa should Infrow evsryoae in /our arse sbout this..

(2) Ssleet a fsw nan to help yea eolleet ths dsaande of the people 

la /oar neighbourhood* Oas nan akould oolisot daaanda of ons thou— 

oand people.

(3) The deaaada of ths people should be written downl

(4) delegatee sre requested to aond the eoaplleU dsssade to ths 

Seorotary, PO.BOx 11045• Johanneabur*.

(5) Ths delegatee are siso requeatioa to oolleot donations of 

tlekeye, pennlea and slxpsusss froa ths people sad ssad theas 

dokatloaa to the Congreaa Offloe, 26 Barkley Arwade, Vo. 38 Market 

Strset, Johanneabarg. Delegatee akould o o m  with 5/- for rsfrsshasati

(6) Delegates akould firat report at tka Congreea Offioe at 10 a .a . 

oa tka 26th June, 1995* IT WILL £8 aDTISBJLLH FOR DBL1QATI3 TO fHITS 

TO THK aiCSLKTAir 1MP0KMUK HIM AS TO WHAT THAU 100 WILL BK COMING IN 

01 AHI) THS TIM* 07 IJJH aHHITAL SO THAT fK HAY 3XXD SOMii PrOPLI TO 

M KT TOO AT TEB 3TATI0I. 30 WRITI TO i Tko Sac rotary, P .O . Box 

11045* Jehanneebarg.

I f  y o u r . . . , . ........./6
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COPY OF* NOTES MADE F?Y N/D/CONST. PHILLIP MASOKAOTE AT 

A MEETING * ! * * »  lUTl0HAU.QQMQBg08, IN CONNEC

TION WITH ' C0NGRE8S OF THE PEOPLE ' ,  HELD AT KLIP TOWN

ON____________ ________________________________ 3g» 1» 1955 •______

( ? )

12 .^0 p.m. 3. P«n* " W

Chairm: ,
Meeting of the Congress of the people, I am

surprised whether we should go with the Meeting as I 
s J j S

e**m<*t see most people here. Congress Is belching to 

the people to the officials and you^^hcuLi- see whe

ther we should continue and we should (eee) If we could 

pastpone this meeting, to a near future when we could 

see that we are all here . We have a branch of the Air- 

lcan N.C. Our elm Is to organise the people so thgt 

we could tell the Gov. that this S.A. belong* to the 

people and we he*r lot of talks at trsirtfand parties 

and I tell you that we are the rlKhtfull owners of this

country and we could easily defeat this Gov., and mma, y+« 

--- rt*/
know* the town like Vereenlglng Is there with our

hands If we hove organised ourselves effectively 3. A. 

belongs to us and all of us should organise so that 

tomorrow we should go to Strydom and say you do not 

regard S.A. as father land as they should hive orga- 

nlee* ourselves together because the people like Gov. 

officials do not take us as the people.

Int. Indian male. Mools :

I am sorry that I would not 

carry my work as Mr. Daniels who ha/ devoted himself to 

tte Congress of the people he Is blind has^o  eyes but 

hie work Is Important towards the people of^Africa and 

he will tell us what is the Congress of the people and 

all the non Europeans of Africa and fee hM.b organise^.
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2nd. Daniels , on behalf of the South A. Colou^S 

Congress of the people :

I am here to explain the aim 

and the object of this Congress, about  ̂ months ago a 

very Inspiring Conferrnce w.-̂s held at Johannesburg , 

where about 1 ,000 delegates were there expres lng thet' 

confidence In the Congress Campaign and the delegates 

Impress themselves to call on 1^,000 Volunteers as Chief 

Lutull has asked and this Volunteers should work for 

the people of S.A . and this brings toe first movements 

of the Congress , the people have been called upon to 

Volunteer to take thp demands of the p< ople In the Free

dom Charter at a cer^t^ln time thoee delegates will be 

called by the 12 people of ' ,A .  In that Congress

of the people the Fre dom Charter will be adopted and 

In the first place you can all be Volunteers and tnls 

will be done by the T .I .C .*  A .N .C . and ■ff-V'r ''ongress

V<rn
and*7. . .  will be to collect the demands of *n> p-ople for 

the Freedom Charter In order to . . . ? loc^l ares

Committees are formed, and In wrsieh that

we are not represented this me ting . I feel that I 

a that the A.N .C . Branch here she Id form

themselves 1m a Committee and lu order to knoi* that In 

future we should have a t»rcper Committee here and I 

believe l iM  little gathering will hove their
lo ■ x m

.wcrtee r*.

^rd. Mrs. Ruth Mataodane :

Chairman and friends I

am here to day abou’’ the Bantu Education and this- . / . . . .  T 
/  y  \ <C* r

speaker hae . . . . t  Congrea* of the people end

people do not know the motive and object of this Con-

greaa of the people and this is the coming trogf tiwT^ f

. /3*.
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together of the Congress and the people have seen that 

before the organisation could come together to fight the 

present Ck>v. as the idea of the Qov. is that we should 

be the slaves and I will explain to you what is Ban

tu Education. I see no women at this meeting and I bel-
(&•<'V

lef that the men will take this message tc women folk,
€ «.

the B.E. is to see that the Black are opprees^and Is the 

ea'abliihtw^U of the White Supremacy, the mi .later of the
j ,

.’ .A. has told usAthe Bvjlu Ed. should be establishe ? In ■ 

Native Reserves and (thlJj B.Ed prepares the native child 

whnt kind Is he going to life will be made to use his 

own hands and he will no; be learned to be wise as he 

should be a labour he will be learned only 3 things at 

the school which will be only be to writ* to read and 

only to be able to retw*£ message* and you will only be 

able to know these things in English and Afrikaans so 

you should be taught to a certain and o:' Education and 

moat people divided here in 3«A. end they will only 

be learned to be slave a end the children will be taught 

that they ait sieves and they will only b? in school in 

3 hours a day an’ Verwoerd does not hoi i him?elf respon

sible for your children after school and where will your 

child be at that time afterjec.hool and I know thst th» y will 

tell you thy t your child will be at home «o tha Z you could 

be able to sent him , and you can see that y:ur children 

should be taken to youth camps where the farmers could 

the cheap lebour from camprjar. ' Verwoerd is

not prepar'd to build you# schools and and a farmer will 

be able to give you place ^nere and we women will buil » 

mud walls and we are in the farm and that will be part of 

m-Cu*! work and the farmers will see that th*2 cows are 

milked and the fields are and th* farm belongs

to him he c^uld do -m he wants arid here is the bad thing 

when the farmer becomes tired of the school* he will aay



*4 11 oay take this school away I do not want it and the
4a a

farm belongs to him and when we come to we feel

very sorry they will befemployed of the fif affairs and 

you will know that the teachers work for nothing and 

c) that they gftt to ^ak$ of money and they are told

that they are to be with good oonduct and should not talk 

brd Cffiout Bantu Education and the teachers erf' sacked 43 

if they foind that they have no good conduct and even the
fir

present teachers will not be the same ae^tf-ahers of old 

days as they will not be give*certificates after leaving 

the 3 years cou»se are you going to allow your chil

dren to be taken by the Gov. with this Bantu Ed. and he 

18 deprived of his liberty what shall we do for our chil

dren are we going to let some body give poison to our 

children and this Bantu Educ. will start on 1.U .55, and 

we shoul keep cur children at home , we should not take 

our children to school on th . t day they should remain at 

home and you will s^y that a whiteman is superior, I know 

the parents always ssy wh*t can we do, we have long been 

defeated and we should not 6ent our children to the school 

but on that day you will see who are the cowards. I now 

appeal to you Kllptown women to organise and have a Com

mittee as we have at Orlando, and you should go from
I

house to house her** to h-ve organisation and t sent you 

men to tell yourwooen folk about thft> organisation <nd I

ashamed when I look at you I se» you^stone cold, you should 

all awake if you have children to fight this Bantu Sd.and 

you have heard Verwoerd said theire if no Africen in the 

European Community.

J+. Gbed Motsabl :
I do not tough your feelings be'cause 

you have been her*-' for a long time , I came here with one 

Important expert of which is to remove 66,000 people of 

3ophla>o—  from their houses'and the peace where the



UETEZtha policemen will be to play their part

where the people, will see how they will k .  and old 

women will be taken as wash women and they have no 

right A to be there and thta will be told that: there 

Is no place for them at Mea’owlands and you will see 

what will happened In Meadowlande vou see what' hap- 

pened in Park town and our children have no pleceAto 

play and the Q-ov. could not build more Sports Grounds 

In Meadowlqiids before the removal you can see that 

yoy nave no 3ov. and you could aê- that there are

-  5 -

in Parliament and I can say that because 

the very same thing happened wher>= the Minister said 

Africans were donkeys and cows t what are we going to 

do *bout the removal I put <ter» nuestlon to you all
UM

that **fc±l stnnd with the people of Sophiatown, We are 

preparer, to stand with them with all ro;7ta and aa the 

Bantu Education plans are under way there will be co

re schools and the Native affairs will se that he get^
9

more Institution? to enable him to oppress our children 

and to e-il*4n^U manpower of their fathers and our 

children are to be taught in a manner the QrOv. like a, 

and they will only be takeh to the farae to help buil

ding the fences we ^rc not jroing to tolerate those 

horrors nnd in order to be slaves more than what we are 

today we ahould se** that thie gives up and you

can pee what hapoe n$f in the trains we p«*y lot of 

monies but we get less wages and we should become the 

Crov, of th£« Country and you aee th^ t people have no 

houses to day but now the people will be tfken from

their houses and taken to Meadowlande we <?re not
u

happy teWi this 3ov. , is pursing the rule of Hitler, 

same as those small boya in the flying snuadc and even 

in the CxOv. of Hitler the^ people werv prosecuted, and 

they are not invited here and they are here because



their bosses in the parliament ire there to see that 

they are not to be opposed and here in 9 .A. if the 

African people stand together, same thing will happen 

as to Hitler himself and we shall ge t* everything here 

If we beat thle 3ov. and the society 1: to be .T.ade by 

you here and we should all stand together and fight 

agalnft theBe oppressive lawe, and S.A. is not to be *  0 

Gov. by the Cowards find you shoulJ realise.

Moosa Moola :
I hope mo't of you have understood about 

the Conference of the people this Con.;res is not a
** /y

new organisation and the people are wrong iy  say  ̂ that, , 

it is the new organisation un ’er by the 4 Congress of 

S.A.  and it was the ff*. Chief Luvu'.i wrv>re he

spoke of Congress of Democrats, Indian Congress, Con

gress of the people, we are now goin^ to the people of 

Kllptown and we will tell them what is the Congress of 

the people, the skfrlriaan are now aufferin,- from T .3 . 

because of the Gofc. which underfeeds us here in S.A. 

and we want healthy children, I ax an Indian and the 

Gov. wants to take me to Lenasla and Is far from Xea-

_ .
dowlands „ we say to the Gov. and - say we shall not

co there and they want to put the natives In . . . . . . .

croups and thev wan tfto make the same .............................

with stae Indians, they have already build a school 1* ^
Lenaeia, ( RESOLUTIONS) 1

this mass.meeting of the resident
of Kllptown helc1 under the auspice? of the Congress of the
people strongly opposed to removal of Sophiatovn and ttvLs
meeting will support the stand taken by the people of the
Western area and strongly opposed to the Ban^u Education
and the adoption of the resolution that was made at Durban
to withhold of our children from the school oh the
.or the parents to form themselves •

---ooCoo---
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\2. p .» . » L .FRl.BlMAli s "C m  me• t i n g  i s  about to start w i l l  

a l l  the p s o p ls  c o b s  to  tho  f r o n t " .

S.AALUfK 1 -will a l l  the p o o f ls  come to the front please".

Ca*iKMAfl: (Lx^iLJJS MAS1HA) "Friends we are now going to start 

our business, I w i l l  ask sll the men to take off their hats 

and we shall ask somsons to lead us with our National Anthem.

(Singing of Nkosi Sekelele Afrikal)------ .--------

On behalf of the oppresssd people of South Africa, 

and in the name of the congress movement, I have the pleasure 

in welcoming you her* today and declare our first anniversary 

celebration of the Congress of the People open. June the 26th 

is our national day of re-dedication in the struggle for libe

ration. We are here to celebrate our progress bo that our 

children can understand the difficulties overcome by our move

ment. In the process of struggle June the 26th is not strict

ly speaking only a day to remember the Congress of the People, 

but it is a day which history will regard as a real national 

day celebrating the rallying of the oppressed people around 

the freedom movement. History will regard June the 26th, 1950, 

when freedom fighters gave their blood when the nation stopped 

work as a protest against the Suppression of Communism Bill, 

as a day of remembrance^ The day we shall honour with great- 

ness and devotion. The people of South Africa will always re

member how the ruling class became terrified when in June, 

1952, th* people filled the gaols in defiance of the unjust 

laws. You will recall that June the 26th, 1954 when fires 

were lit in the homes and the children were told of the 

people's courage in the campaign. Then the achievement of 

the freedom movement the great Congress of the People held 

on this square on the 25th and 26th of June last year, when 

the people came representing their brothers and sisters from 

all parte of the land to put forward their demands for free

dom, the delegates at the Congress of the People gave birth 

to the Freedom Charter and they ruled first and foremost that 

the people shall govern.

As the unforgotten call of the Congress of the People

rallied forward ............................ the Freedom Charter shown as the

only alternative to slavery, against the sharp sword of the 

Freedom Charter ths polios raided the premises to take the

/ .  . . . 2 .



tk. Vr..4o>  CbIr t , '™ , ‘ 1t ^  P«opl. fro . l , p l « . ntl0<
w r  waion we hat* pledged ourselvea to * a «+.*

l r “ ‘ 7  « • *  • *  - -  c w , „  ha; : : n; #lnf ; f % 

«tat tha O o a g r ... 0. 1 1 .  tha great C o n gr ... a l l i .n o . of .h i t .

« * .  r v 1................. .. ,lgnlfy
............. on th* t*— M m  aor.m.nt in South Africa . M . h  „ -

raolal oppr.a.ion u l  pladga. i t .  . uppor,  t„ th.  p, opl,  " "

Tod.y . .  h .T . to welcome th. partn.r.hlp of th. thlrt.

lt : 1C M  Oongr* “ of Tr#d« uni° “. lared that th. worker. of South Africa Bust work for

“ .  ’ orklh* al" , 0f th‘  Fr* * d° B Ch8rt* r- In th* 0^th. working people Cf. th. land th. s u c c ... „f  our 8tru x,

“ d , i U  ° " r3r 0ut th« task • of making South
Africa a fra . country for all who livaa in it . With th .a . few

word. comr.das 1 hava p l .a .u r . in welcoming you here today to

r .- d .d ic .t . your H r . ,  to th. finest caus. in ths world -Th.

wnolpatlon of th. oppr..a .d  from s la v e r y . forward to fras-

dom, long l lv , frs.dom fighters.- Afrlka Wayibuya:

Comrades this is s vsry very important day for all 

the oppressed paopls of South Africa and that is why we are 

- a  ing hara today, wa W .  got a very long

- - longer going to_waef time. I will therefore call upon 
euaeone to read jntaaagee. He will t .n

. . . a .  come from", ± U  “ “  y° “ Wh#r* —

t * ' interpreters A.Matome *  N'ante) "Afrik • <*+•

during our- like to appeal for a Zulu interpreter will « 
alon* vai u , “ <-«rprexer, will one come

jrou, the Chairaan has L p l l i n .r t h e  ^  Ch* lrm* n has just told ,  ̂ trie purpose c ^
here todnv s ~ *■ this meeting

fitfhtin* o' * n° °nly ln ° Ur Countr^ tfa*t the people are

S Z .  ”  "■ 1 Want t0 a w 'eal f0r * —  - C a  

,ou thst z i ' z  . £ : :  : r z aij 0; r n -. 1 -ant to

m r

-ant, to grabnsv.°ryJ t °  ^ e\ t0 T " * *  * r” 4»’ h*

g i n n i n g "  Z I Z  - Z  l l U Z l l  L  ^  ^  ^  

^ r c h ’ f o ^ a i ^ ^ r ^ ^ L V t o ” " 7 ™ ” ^  W lU  . ^ V t h e

~ r  “ r
the firat anniversary of June

/ .
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ths 26th 1956 by Albert J.Luthuli, Presidsnt-General of the 

Afrloan National Congrsse t

It la »y happy privilege to send out a Presidential 

message on the eve of the first anniversary of June the 26th, 

a date that rightly assumed national importance in the his

tory of the liberatory movement in the Union of South Africa.

In the history of any people some dates assume national im

portance because of some significant national events asso

ciated with them, so it is with June the 26th in the history 

of our liberatory movement, the movement beginning the day 

when for the first time the white man came into contact with 

the black man, ostensibly to civilise him but really to rob 

him of his all including his land, his freedom and his man

hood. To their ever lasting glory and honour our forebears 

by and large had shown goodwill to the white person heroical

ly defended in one way or another their lands and their free

dom, and the Chief now requests you to 3ing Kayibuye Kayibuye 

Afrika.

(Singing of Mayibuye Mayibuye Afrika).

In recent years under the inspiration and guidance 

of the African National Congress the urge for freedom among 

the people has been re-kindled and canalized, its flakes have 

grown brighter and brighter with the years. Since the find

ing of the African National Congress in 1912 when the libera

tory movement that has its birth in the hearts of the black 

Africans now embraces fighters for freedom coming from all 

racial sections. Men and women of all races are realising 

that freedom is indivisible, I resolve not only to defend it 

but to strive for its extension to those at present denied 

it . Here you are requested to sing Nkosi Sekelele just the 

first part.

(Singing of the first part of Nkosi Sekelele Afrika)

You must be happy that the star of freedom is on the 

horison, they see it , they tremble, U ey  fear it . It will not 

be the first time here. How did June the 26th gain fame, what 

event has made June the 26th famous, a significant landmark, 

a symbol of our struggle in South Africa? June the 26th has 

gained a place of honour in the history of our struggle be

cause it has been the operation day in the launching of an im

portant phase in the struggle for liberty. June the 26th 1950, 

Protest Day; June the 26th 1952, launching of the great and 

historic Defiance Campaign; June the 26th 1955, meeting of the

grsat assembly, ths Congress of the People that gave birth



to the ?reedo* Charter. It  1 s therefore jaraper and fitting

aasooiatad with such important event* in our strug

gle should be given a place of honour in the calendar of our 

struggle. So again this year as in the paet I call upon all 

lovers of freedom in our land to join moat solemnly in the 

observance of June the 26th 1956. The inspiration of June 

the 26th, our celebration of this day will be meaningless if  

it does not arouse in us definite feelings in response to a 

cal. such as this, a call to commemorate past deeds of free

dom, let us here in all(unanimity) remember that we in this 

age are not the first and only ones who have struggled for 

the liberation of our people, of our land, ao that we can re

call men and women of all ages to our day who in defence of 

our freedom in an exulted or humble way voluntarily snorlficed 

most dearly for it to the extent that some Tiade the supreme 

sacrifice. We should recognise .Tune the 26th for *hnt it is, 

a symbol of something real and cuntrinuous, a spirit tnat hn3 

its roo 1,3 in the past and will shine in the present and go 

on to the future - a living past and present and hopeful 

future, not least a symbol of unity (pushed in iCtion)in 

lovers of freedom which in our lives we should try to main

tain. In recalling the straggle for freedom in any period 

we should solemnly name the fighters for freedom. In con

cluding t'his aot of remembrance let is sing Unzima Lumtwalo.

A call- to re-dedication and introspection the occa

sion should be a call to all to re-dcdicjte themselves unde

servedly to the cause of freedom. Our act of re^e.ribrance • 

would be nothing if  it enied ................  m  the freedom strug

gle and did not inspire us with fresh determination to resol

ve to continue the fight until freedom is won. Ou re-dedica

tion 3hould result in our complete surrender to the cause for

freedom .......................... no cause too great, no cross, no crown

.................. .. travelling along the high *a^a I call upon all

men and women and children of our land who love freedom to

.............. . 9 p.m. on this day and enter into solemn and

united spiritual fellowship with thousand «* freedom lovers 

throughout the length and breadth of our country and on that 

*ay and at that hour will engage in this aeremony and acts 

of remembrance and re-dedication to the struggle for freedom 

in our land. Wherever responsible people should assemble in 

small or large groups they must assemble to observe this

fellowship using a lamp or lantern in a darkened room ____

flame which should be re tr ie d  as a torch of freedom, that 

fighters for freedom resolve to carry out into the cor.ers 

of South Africa darkened by the oppressive apartheid laws

made by a parliament of whites only. should at this ce-



ceremony of fellowship reoell the noble deeds and sing songs 

of freedom, it is at this ceremony that we should re-dsdicate 

our words, X want you to say this after me t *Untll freedom 

becomes a possesion of all in Union of South Africa, I 

pledge mvself to count no cause too great to gain this free- 

dom1.

Our re-dedication by offering to a freedom fund.

This offering should be made immediately after making the 

pledge. I believe all of you made this pladge, I call upon 

all congress members, supporters and sympathisers to eater 

into all the activities as planned by the officials to cover 

all the days of the week proceeding June the 26th. These ac

tivities will start on Saturday June 17 and culminate on June

26th...................................... each branch, each region under tne

directive of the Provincial Executive must plan for this week 

and report to the Head Offioe all activities. Afrika Mayibuye 

Freedom in our Lifetime! Signed by our President-General of 

the African National Congress Chief A .J .Luthuli.

I shall not waste time I shall got on with the next 

message. The next message is from Father Trevor Huddleston 

and Dr. G.M.Naicker on the occasion of the first anniversary 

of the Freedom Charter. From Father Huddleston :

Friends I wish with all ny heart that I could be 

with you today as I was a year ago at Kliptown. Yet I be

lieve that you know that my whole heart and soul are with 

those people in our country South Africa, of all races who 

are striving for freedom of that beloved land, freelom from 

want, from prejudice and foolish fears, re-dedicate yoursel

ves to that objective and that great end, conmit yourselves 

to Almighty God, renew your faith and hope in His power and 

go forward this year in confidence and trust that your cause 

is right, using the ways of national labour to achieve your 

aims. I pray that one day I may be with you again for I never 

forget you. Trevor Huddleston Isitswalandwe.

I shall proceed to the next message friends, this 

is from one of our greatest friends Dr. G.M.Naicker Acting 

President South African Indian Congress.

It is with great pleasure that I send to the gather

ing at Kliptown, Johannesburg, greetings on behalf of the In

dian people of South Africa on the first anniversary of the 

Congress of the People. Since the passing of tne Freedom 

Charter at that historic conference the Nationalist Govern-

. / • •  s.



Government in spit* of tho people's desires for freedom so

unmistekeobly proclaimed in ths Charter have proceeded along, 

ite disastrous rood and hare thrown into their machinsry mors 

repressive legislation a sum total of which is to stifle com

pletely oar freedom of speech, movement, gathering and free

dom of the courts of the country. Notwithstanding this trend 

in South Africa ws ars heartened by ths fact that this Free

dom Charter is dally becoming an instrument for greater unity 

to guide our people towards a univsrsal goal. On tnis first 

anniversary oongrsss msn in South Africa whsrsver they may 

bo. whsthsr under punishmsnt? deportation, banning or under 

. . . .  of. being banned, ehould take a solemn pledge to conti- 

nus striving against aparthsld and opprssaion in every as- 

psct of our llvss and to carry the Freedom Charter from the 

congress movsment to others who^are unenlightened and labour

ing in dnrknsss, ours is a cause to save South Africa from 

ths danger that threatens to engulf i t . Mayibuye. Dr. G.M. 

Haicksr.

Future leaders of this land, our members of Par-

liamsnt.

Mr. Chairman I wish to thank you for having listen

ed attentively to these messages and since ws have started 

late we don’ t want to say any more, I hope with these few words 

you have all heard the messages from our leaders, they are 3till 

with us, they will always be with us, nobody will stop them 

from being with ue, it is definitely true that in South Africa 

the Government can send them anywhere but they are still with 

us".

Uhi.q.KltAJS » "Friends you have been listening to the messages 

without wasting your time I am going to call upon a leader 

of the workers of South Africa to 3peak on the laws that are 

going to affect the working people in this country, I have 

no doubt in my mind comrades that we are all workers and 

therefore I will call him to come and speak."

! "Afrikal Afrika! Mayibuye! Mr. Chairman, feLlow 

workers, comrades and friends, in the name of the thirty 

thousand affiliated members of the South African Congress of 

Trade Unions, and in the name of thousands of unorguni3ed 

workers I want to thank you for the invitation to apeak to

day. We,,that is the South African Congress 01 rrn <e riona 

are proud to Announce today that we stand equally j iie  by aide 

with ths othe congresses in the struggle for liberation, iman- 

cipatlon and freedom. We are now one f the congresses - the 

Congr.w  of Trad. Unions, it l8 imj*,rtant t0 r, cord ,,sre on

: A . . 7 ,
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V  this historio day when the history of oar straggle i*

bsin* r e - i m d  to mention ths faot that never before in the 
history of ths working psopls of South Africa has a multi- 
raolal trade union ce-ordinating centre - ws are proud of 
it that never before - that is today - has a multi-racial 
trade union oo-ordinating centre, uniting all workers of all 

r*c**» *llisd itself with the non-European people, allied it
self with ths struggls for liberation, therefore the working 
class have made history in South Africa, they have united 

themselvee under the banner of the congress movement, they

have abolished for ever toapply no politics in the trade 
unions.

The task of representing the workers has failed on 

the congrese movement whioh boldly constitutes itself as one 

of the oongress. The South African C ongress of Trade Unions 

is now part of ths congress alliance. It was congress that 

helped the South African Congress of Trade Unions to be born,

it was the Freedom Charter that within it ......  the workere

of South Africa can be proud of the fact that only one day 

after the holding of the Congress of the People, delegates 

from the major oentree of South Africa, held at the annual 

meeting of the South African Congress of Trade Unions, and 

they adopted on behalf of the workere of South Africa, the 

Freedom Charter. The first organisation in South Africa to 

adopt the Freedom Charter inspired by the successes of the 

congress movement and the adoption of the Charter by the 

people, the working class renewed the fight against the In

dustrial Conciliation Bill. It came out bitterly against 

the laws of the working class. It is important that the 

workers of South Africa know of the glorious struggle of all 

raoee in South Africa, it is important for the workers to 

know what led up to the first Industrial Conciliation Act 

of 1924, because the first Industrial Conciliation Act chan-, 

ged the course of history in South Africa

To go back to the struggle of the wording class we

must go right back to 1880. We must remember the struggle

of the white printing workers in the Cape, we must remember

how they fought for an increase from £2 -  2 -  6 to £2 -  10 - 0 .
It was the printing workers that fought against the seven hour

week, they were the first people to start a trade union move
ment in South Africa.

The Trade Union Movement spread to the Kimberley 

Diamond mines which were owned by Cecil Rhodes. It was the

-  7 •
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whitt diamond minera that etruok work against baing searched, 

it was tha whit# diamond mine worker* who fought againat Sa

turday opening. The whit* and non-white workers have played

a great role in our struggle for freedom in South Africa.

With tha turn of the century it was the white gold miners 

that fought in South Africa for higher wages and better wor

king conditions, they fought for trade union recognition. In 

t-.e years that followed there were many strikes of whites and 

non-whites. With the end of the war in 1918 came attacks on 

wages and working conditions of all workers of all races, and 

in 1920 sixty six strikes took place on the ' itwatersrand.

And in 1922 the Witwatersrand was in revolt. The workers 

were demanding a greater say in the affairs of the country.

The white workers had the votes and therefore concessions 

had to be made, and so, in 1 924 the Nationalist Labour 

Coalition Government brought the first Industrial Conciliation 

Act and from that day workers were divided because that act 

stopped the Africans workers from getting trade union recogni

tion. The African workers were left on the doorstep and they, 

had to fend for themselves, the act was passed and the workers 

were disunited. The white workers had been promised the mono

poly of jobs, and because of this disunity comrades, because 

the workers were not united, the Government passed many laws 

and all workers have suffered.

In -937 the United Party Government tightened up the 

laws and in 194& suffered defeat, the Nationalists came to 

power, t.\e Suppression of Communism Act was passed, the workers 

leaders were taken away fr,m them and the trade union movement 

was not united, whites and non-white workers were divided and 

so came furtherattacks upon workers.

In 1953 came the Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) 

Act, the slave labour a<tt and was designed to smash the trade 

union movement, it was passed so that the African workers may 

never strike, it was passed to stop the African workers from 

fighting for higher wages ana the improvement of working con

ditions. The congress movement call on the Af**e*a-workers 

blacK and white and warned them, if you do not stand together 

you will have your rights attacked further but the trade unions 

*ere still defeated. In 1954 came the Industrial Conciliation 

Amendment Bill, because the ruling class do not like trade unions 

no matter what racial class belongs to them, because employers 

want freedom to oppress and exploit. One step further was made 

to oppress and cull the trade union movement. Now the Indus

trial Conciliation Act has been passed, that act seriously
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