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On the 25th of November, Dotlhasitse Gasebon~ and his two sons and broth 

brother were captured by Mankurwane as they erderged from atx::«atJUI . their 

~
iding in a c~ve near Taung and were handed to War ren . AbOllt the wame 

time Luka Jan'ye was captured. by Montshiwa and Christopher ethell at hE. 
Kanye among the Banhrv.rake tse people • These leaders were all taken to Kim 
erley for trial, sentenced and imprisoned till May 1880 . 

In December 1878 Col Charles Warren was appointed Special Commissiner foT 
Criqualand West, to settle land disputes between African tri' es and Euro­
peans. In January 1879 he succeeded Col . W Owen Lanyon as Administrator 
of Griqua~and ~est . He visited seve al Tswana chiefs in southern bechuan­
alr nd to ascertain .:.theb:;: how f~r ttra.~. w~re disposed to place themselves 
under British protection, anafh~~ecei~eg petitions from all to be taken 
under British rule. Morwe, chief ofi t he Batlharo, Mankurwane chief of th 
Eatlhapin ', Motlhabane ,chief of the a- aidi, David Taaibosch Mossou 
chief of the Kobannas, Bonokwane chief of the Ratlou Branch of the Barol-­
·ong at Morokweng all expre e sed their desire to be annexed. More than all 
these Mgntshiwa had Ion and consistently longed for T. ritish protection 
and he at onc~~~~g1esse d a petition to Sharles ~arren : 
"I IVlontshiwa, ~ of the Tshidi branch of the Barolong tribe having he 
heard that the British Gov · rnment is about to take the nations of the 
arolong, Batlhapin , Batlharo, Korana etc under its rule state that I i 

am the first of the iatxWRRa Bechuanas who has spoken £bout the country. 
On the 4th of May 1874 I wrote to His Excellency R.Southey, Lieutenant ­
Governor of Griqualand West as follows :-

"The time has now came that the Boers have made up their minds to 
destroy us, and I now do humbly place myself under our ca re and protecn 

- ~~~ ~~~~sh great Chief that you woul d ask the reat Queen of England t J 
~/and my p~ople to be her ' s. I trust in yO}!, and because the Boers 
are doing their work so quickly, I pray Great C~ief, that rrou wi 1 send 
me your agent to take over my country as soon as possible . ' 

I ought to get all my countryaccording to I~ate f s Line . I have been in 
many troubles and waiting to get my right from you- the English. I shall 
be glad if you leave me to rule my people. My people obey my commands . 
The Boers tried to get my country and I appealed to the Queen at that Xi 
time. I called all the chiefs together at Blo~ of to speak about the 
country. 

I do hereby and most humbly again request rter Majesty the Queen 
to take me, my people and my lands under her swa , and my desire is that 
the waters named VlelDntein , Polfontein and Bultfontein, and the ground 
on the Molopo ad jo ni ne Vleyfontein may be alotted to me and my people 
togethe r with arable and grazing lands etc, which have been most unright ­
eously claimed and taken from us, and that land and water be allowed to 
my people for our flocks and herds and for purposes of a ,riculture a t 
the other places wherever the people may be located, and further that 
my people shall enjoy the ri hts, as no~ existing, to the hunting ground 
belonging to us in the Kgala are, and ed respectfully request that just­
ice be done us by Ma tlaba, Hans Coetzee and others for their unlawful 
siezure of cattle and appropriation of El8l1lE. our lands and corn etc." 
Warren was strongly of opinion that if left to themselves, the Batswana 
tribes would soon be dispo usessed ~ of their lands by the oers, He t~ 

0-- therefore made a strong recommendation to epe Hi h Commissioner Sir Bart~ 
Frere tha "all those latli s withln the limi f'& of the Molopo from the 
l{galagare Desert on t he west to Licht enburg on the east including the 
district of Bloemhof as delimited by Lt-Governor Keate ~ l n 871, should 
be procla imed ~fo British t erri tory and annexed to Gri ualand West. Warren"-..._ 
detailed his proposal to the Hig' Commissioneri\an the woe scheme was-r 
forwar ed to t he Secretar of State for consideration. -;> 

About thi s "time (187 and 879) Chief Montshiwa made the acquiant­
amce of an active and capable young Enelishman of good birt~4~ educa-
tion , Christopher Bethell /~y name, who was a~ 'j~ena~ in I ntelli -
gence Department of Charl~~rFeRls Field orce\and a~~~elation of 
Warren himself, and whom he s~ationed at Montshiwa's village of Sehub~ 
in that capacity' from 1878 to 1879. After the demobilisatio of Warren} 
Field force, Bethell remained in Montshiwa's country to hunt and trade. 
During that t ime he won MontshivM1-fS7?U!l confidence and became his princ.­
jpal confidential adviser, while tlie Chief had, at the same time .another 
European gentleman enry Frazer as his agent and ·secretary. In 1882 
Bethell married a Barolon spinster- £R Tepo Boabile by name, accor~in , 
to Christian rites, and now completely identified himself with the shidL 
b aro on at this dangerous time of nter-racia l conflict 
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E~thell's position was made even more dangerous b h i s being direc ted 
by T,'{arren on t e 1s t of July 1879 lito try and make such arran ements 
as would enab l e Montshi wa to sow his corn in the,i Inalis i n dispute ll w 
which meant tr in to dis .'}lace he oer farmers from the l ands they 
were de i berately di n themselves i nto a t Vleyfontein, Roo i on and 
Polfonte in. 

The A xation of the South Sfrican Republic was dee 1 re­
sented by the b rs of t hat state , an a ter rotestin a a i nst it 
by discussions, eclarations ,demonstrations and deputations, by mass 
meetings, memorials, suppl ications, petitions and passive resistsnce, 
by boycotts, refusa to pay taxes, non-cooperations and more deputatio 
-ns to the Colonial office in London, they declared their nde endence 

J in December 1 0, threw down the;6gaunt l et and besieged the English at 
tre tor ia , Potchefstroom , RustenburG , Marab~sta , denbur ,ruarthinus - ~es 
selstroom and Stande ton, and afte~' and shar~campaign ~ 

--...... -0 -, in ea.4b o.f--JJ!bi~b tbe¥ aef'cr& t-''lB- .Dri.:tish, they 
f y-ov9:r;>liae Jmed tbem at the. 1vlaj UPa lIiourn;.&· n Gfr d of W~bru -

1881 an . theix ~mandin :.f.:l:c.er Bi-T eor e oJ.J:e.yw-""I""!'iI.' 
vaa-l .J:en4:ene-&~d • 

.:<, en th s war broke out, many :'riti sh 81)_ j ects in the Vestern Tr-
andvaa1 had taken refu e in Montshi wa ' s country, an we lfe we l comed by 
the chi ef, a ays partia l to the ~ritis J 

(
~EX±NBxx±~~y~aE~ I r T~eo, us hepstone W~XXXNREagdHMXN _~Dl ~ 
ha been c 1 e _ t o Lon on )y the Secretary of tate, an as succeeded 
on the 4th of March 1879 by Col Owen Lanyon as Admi ni strator of the 
Transvaal. Sheps tone was not love mor, ut Lanyon was loved muc es 

0y the Transvaal bur ers . 
As soon at tear broke out, Montsl a rote to Col. Ch r es 

1; ~.~oysey (31st 1 0) 1<" ber",#y mlxx:cilxXE.Rx~± to sk for a erm t to 
pur cha se f rearms II as not only my "afet r ut that of the En 1ish subje 
- cts who live vit~ me, and ho ave fIe to me , epends on my ettin 
some ammun tion. I sha 1 a l so be clad to hear from you vhat I am t o 0 
I I am rea y t o he lp t e ~ overnment f they wish it, but must at l eas t 
he l :9 myself ." 

At the same t ime he wr t o to t1'le Ci vi l Corrnni s ioner, ~am.berley 
"I rite to as you to hel e . 'I'he oer~ in the Trans aa Jk are fi htin 
aGa nt the En li s _, n have a l 0 i va e my country and commandeere 
from my people . They have beent to as me t o give up an Englishman who 
lives IV t me, ans as I will not, they are ,oin to fight a ,ains t me 
al so . Further all' the oyal people have come t o me for protection whi c 
they need a ,ainst the Doars an I'ha e le I 0 them. I ha e many eople 
an 0 not fe r the Doers at ,but now I have no ammunition, so I a 
am ri t n to you to ask you to s sn t e ermi t when I sha 1 e ith~r be 
able t o help the Government or defend myxRx~ country . 

'rhe re e ls ha ve taken L ch:benburg and Zeerust here, an are only 
wa t i n f or some more men t o att ck me. I have written t o Col.Moysey, 
who, if he is in Kimberley, will be abl~ t o assure you of my loyal t • 

2 0 l bs Gunpowder , 10 , 00 Lar e~.:; 00,000 Small P. Ca s 
1 ,00 . R.P , er & 8000 ~inchester 
2,000 Sneider & 1, 0 M. ll . 1,0 0 

Please give permit or them, as I get no mmunlt ion, and cannot prot­
, ect my country and my friends . I have also 0 ened my country t o xxx an 
troops that may come, and I shall heIR them as much as I can. II 

~t~ ;rf,(t Col. Moysey answered t o convey @ F§!F Ge orge Colleys than s to r. on­
tshi a for his o~alty t o the Bri tish Government, as well as for his 
offers of help; that the ~rit s Government will not for et him or 
his wants after the war ; said lar e f orces were coming from England, 
wherefore Montshiwa's help would not be required ; said it would not 
be ri ht to give him so much ammunit on, as the Boers would hear of it 
and make trouble, but the Governoer was will n to give him a little 
to shew him that he appreciated (Monthhiwa's friendshi , and s o that 
he could defend his osts ; Ad j ured him to be qui et , and faithful and 
to defend the loyalists • Axx hank40 him aga n f or his GOo W 1 ~ to 
a:xxR~g.XX , _ thfl_ ~n li~:q, and ass,urei m they il not forget him. 

, ·1:~tJftk .. 41:oc. ~ ~(olLc 1.iA1£,~ -:, , 
(:..., __ --->- -A :fnlXM~:J short' time after the outbr eak of the Vi ar .. iontshi wa convened 

-- alar e meetin ' of the lVlolopo chiefs at his village of ehuba . There 
~~~'were present~Mo~h~te from Khunwana, Bonokwane from Mor kwen , Makgobi 
tL/L"~~'~from .phitshane,g~iMat laba from Bodi be (1:'olfonte n) each of t em with 
~~~~.a lar e f ollowing of ~esser chiefs and commoners . Montshiwa proposed 
~ unity and ~ common P2iCY X:cil with regard to the war raging !n the Tran 

- van and atal betwe n the South Afri can Repub lic and the british Gov 
ernment. He favoured l endin ass istance to the British. 

~ril ' I 



There was no agreement between the chie .' s. lvleshete and Tvra tlaba said 
. they were children~ :i~xatsX;Jtb of the Transvaal, that is to say 

all u;.') ol' vassals of the out h African Republic, while Bonok\ ane and 1i1ak obi 
sa d they electe to r emain neutral . A man, Mogotsi of the TIapulana 
clan of t he Barolon declaimed vehement_y against Montshiwa in this 
meeting, accusing him of ambition andi~~gree~ for .powe~ / ~~~exce$sive , 
love for Every thin English. ~ ~,f,-t;! ~" '?'Yl..e11; ~ l...u '!""r t!(A;. t. v a~ 
Mo otsi ' s views were s ared by the/authorit i es of the Transvaal ; x~ 

~ ttJ[, t~ had been keepin an eye on Montshiwa for many years E.m[ and now 
redoubled their vii l ance . /c.t ~F~eu.t ~ 
On the 29th of De cemebr - a foptnight after the otbreak of the war, 
Gen. Piet Cr onj e, CommandantAof ~otchefstroom wrote t o Motshiwa -
"11I0nchua: Take notice that as soon as you, or any of your peopl e are 
foune1. armed f i ghting against the burghers of the South African Republ­
ic, which Government is a ain r estored, and wherefEof Paul Kru er, Mar_ 
t hins Pretorius and Piet nubert form the government ; or len assist ­
ance to our enem es - the En lish Government, whom we have nearly work­
ed out everywhere, we will consider you and your people as our enemies 
and trest you as such. We have always uonsidered you and your people ft 
as fr i ends of the Boers, and we are willin to treat you as our friehd 
that is i f you xsmaRi remain peacable, because we alone are able to 
work out the English . But you can send your people to hel us work our 
corn and our farms, and for which we will pay :hlm:m your people well . 
(B. V. 26 . Briewe afgesturr duur Generaal P. A. Cronje 30 Des ~ 1880 
- April 1881) . 0 this letter Montshiwa repl ed, rather cur tly on ~the 

t h January 1881 : ~ . 
II My dear r i en : I have received your letter of tIe 29th Dec! 

1880. I want Ito inform you that I found some of the burghers of the 
S.A. Republ ic goi n ab out in my country armed, and I was astonished ab~u 
t hat because I am not fi hti ng with any one . But about the work, I may 
say that I cannot f orce anyone tp go and get employment . 

I do not know who are our enemies, but I consider all the 
peopleas your frinds • Tell your peopl e not t o com~ to my country with 
a r ms. II 4-~eW< ~ II f,;ellk-;,{o ". 

About the same time, MOntshiwa had fre~ent dispu eh. with Command­
ant s Snyman, Botha and Jan Viljoen of lYlaric , not to mention the nearly 
daily squabbles between his people and t he es dents of Vleyfontein 
and Rooigrond, the ,round which Montshiwa continued to c aim as his, 
both ~ inheritance and b virtue of the Kea te Award . _ ~ 

Un -the 21s t 0 - anuary, G""eneral ron e wro e aga n 0 Monts wa : - , 
"Aan Monchua , Kapi tein der Barolongs, ehuba II My l" r iend, I have your 
l etter of the 4th January, and Conmmndant Viljoen has reported to me 
t hat you have made peace with our people of the S. A. Republic, and that 
you sent a b oy as a token of security. 

I am sending you our overnment Gazette and a co y of a Proclamat­
- ion t o keep you informed . Write a ain and let us know if the (English) 
refugees have gone back to their homes . II 

, Montshiwa answerd on the 21st of January : 
~ p . A . Cronje : General,Potchefstroom. Sir, Your letter of the 18th duly 

to hand . th regard to peace repeatedly mad by J . Viljoen I do not un­
derstand for at the same time Hendrik Greeff and Hans Coetzee are coIl 
ecting a large armed force this side of Lichtenburg, and on 3000. autho­
rity I learned that it was to make war with me . It got so bad that the _ 
whitepeoplew were coming in from all quarters for protection, an lasr 
Sunday the Boers living i n the district had written orders to trek to 
the camps in Marico at once, all to be t here not leter than ,ionday nieJt1:,~' 
l' s finished it for - now we have not ~ singl e white man living between 
here and Marico or here and Lichtenbur • This is peace Carl eyers and 
M.Joubert are to keep . 

For the ne ,·v spaperS I thank you • The affairs of the Ii ttl e kaffir 
I never gave one . It was J . iljoens doings . He pointed out one and sai~ 
that child must grow up and have chi l dren before e shoulo. fight a a n 
each other . he c lild s still here ••• If 

Montshiwa was sti~l in correspondence ith Lteut - Col C. Moysey , who 
suppl ied him with hopeful -news of a pproaching British vi ctory under Si~ 

eDrge PeColle , and ad ured him not t o ake up arms a a i nst the Boers 
n t e 7th of ar c~JY~rote a a_n to tell Monts iwa ~t peace s 

declar ed, 7)ttn\.P!wc.: .(-.b-Itl. 'f h r- ttl . ~ 1uA-rd--1l ~/~t ~1r ~~ J . . 
The war had been a brief and sharp campai gn of few ~naga eme~ 

in each of whi~ the Br i tish were defeated, -and f nall y overwhelmed 
by the Boers at the lVlajuba hi ll on the 27th of February 1881, and the 
commanding BritisL officer Sir George Colley k lIed • 

.. 
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"....--""'""""!"~==:l==-~Thus on the 7th February 1881; " At tb.l:1 beginning the Boe 
killed an1 captured a god many of our sOldiers. They were taken by surpri 

and we r e not ready. Now we know what the rebels are doing, and our soldiers 
are safe in their forts. _ 
Sir George Colley tried ZE on the 28th January to take more troops up the 
~erg out of Natal to help the Transvaal, bvt he only got ~OO, and the Boers 
on the hill were too stro~g, and our troops could not get up. Bot s des 
fought well a nd we lost many maP and t he Boers also. The General will now 
wait till the other troops wh!ch have come from England and India arrive 
near the Transvaal EEMRR.border. " 

We do not want you to fight for us because we know we are strong enough 
and we do not want the Barolong to have trouble, but we want the Barolong 
to be our friends. 
I am sOl .... ry this war will "delay settleing the land, but perhaps it will be 

• easier settled afterwards. 
If Moshete and Matlaba beleive what the oers say, they will be sorry bye 
and bye. I do not think .10shete will do much harm, but r-l1achabie (Ma tlaba) 
is so near the Boers, he is perhaps afraid of them. 
Do not beleive all t he stories you hearo The Boers spread untruths. II 
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The settlement of the peace terms was entrusted to t:A:e Royal Commission. 
consisting of r Hercmles Rib~nson 9High Commissioner, ir n enry de 
Villiers - Chief Justice of the ape, and Sir Henry Wood - British 
Commander in chief who succeed@d Sir George Colley. 
The Commis s ione sat JlUrst at New Castle from the 29th of Apri.L until 
the 31st of Ma 1881, and then at ~retoria from the 13th of June until 
the 3rd of August when it produced a 'l'rea ty of - eace known as the J:'re­
toria Convention, one of the strangest, most ev~sive, most self-contra­
dictory documents In the history of peace treaties. n¢ reading it 
one is left with the impr'ession that the Commissioners were not very 
serious, that they were in haste to get the matter finished even if it 
meant ~ making vital concessions to their lase enemies especi­
ally where African interests were concerned . 
From the outset, it was impotent to to brtng about peace or improve the 
relations between the blacks and the whites on the Western border, and 
confusion and violence still reigned within the territories in dis­
pute even while the Co~ssion was still sitting x~~ne 

-==:::;:.;-=X=..E_DBlix:tmdulXJUttiihffi lle n ?J7 - ~, .~, It I ~ -: I? I S" 
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~xi~~~~BR~ Acreport of ~ these disturbances reached the 
Commission at ~ewVastle, and they sent Col . E Buller and Comrn-Gen ~iet 
~Toubert 
After the Eoyal Commission had concluded its work and had the Pretoria 
Convention signed, ' African chiefs ound to their dismay that little 
if any cognisance had been taken of them and their dlfficulties.Monts ­
hiwa in particular was dJSillusioned and embittered. He had en~rusted 
his case to the ritish • . H~s faith in them had b~en unbourided.~ne had 
been d emonstk-ative in his British syppathies and"had openly defIed 
the authorities of the Transvaal, and ROW where was he ? The British 
had left him completely in the lurch. e was now at the mercy of his 
enemies. 

1 AxxtEB The African chiefs concerned d follo~~~ ~~e deliberations 
/ of the Royal Commission with keen interest, and~T~ctually~' ~. 

/ in person to the places of its meeting with hope of being as ed 
~o give evidence in ma tters at issue • 

When the Commission completed its work at renuia on the 8th 
of August, these people were called together to hear how they had been 
isposed of • There were many chiefs and about ~ 300 others present . 

Sir Hercules Robinson addressed them from the clouds, informed theml 
that the Transvaal had been ~azkx annexed four years previously 
to the ritish dominions by mistake ,and that t he British Government 
"with that sense of justice which befits a great and powerful nation 
~ given orders that the countr whould be given back to the Boers 
upon certain condithons in which the interest of the natives had not 
been overlooked. There was to be a British Resident , but if they req­
uired protection they were to look to the government of the country­
that ia the restored Republican government. There was to be no slaver 
just as provided b the Sand River Convention. There was to be peace , 
goodwill and harmnpy.Though t~ey were handed back to the Transvaal~ 
England would not forget them ~ixon S. The Complete Story of the ~r­
ansvaal p . 272) . 

he Africans were speechless . They could not beleive their 
ears. Robinson no sooner ~inished his speech than he hurriedly went 
away. Minor Government officials then came on the scene to explain 
the remarkab l e harangue and then some chiefs were allowed to speak. 

They said they had been xwimxax deceived and sold by En land 
6i~ Ifll~(f (I 

he news t hat t he British were giving t he Transvaal back~~t Boers 
was received by Montshiwa wi th EEE.:&1ax consternation ' He w 'Co 
Henrique Shepstone, Secretar ' for Na ti ve Affairs in .Pretoria B.ad i;.o-
S4-F :gFv"elyn ~'Je-&a-t . ham- haw all the-Mie ed, -and-that 
:L.:W...;w. .... ~3:-B'Y'9.J:!¥s-t: m a aix. n..t II :ever much .the present 

Ger leaders ma~ desjre F¥&B9t&-ba~ peaee ~40t th~rightl those 
w..u0-'~~.Mi<-@'~Y-.Vfl6iR-w~3..1 r a ~ ~ the r .order s ." 
by the hand of his son !\.ebalepile"to tell the Roya l Commis ion how 
much all the tribes mn the western border (of the IDransvaal) are ri ­
eved that the Government i& ,goin to give back the ixEa Transvaal to 
the Boers, and how, it will involve all of them in troubles again. He i: 
i s also go in to inquire when the old case about my country is to be 
settl ed- the line hich Covernor Keate decided so long a 0 and which 
the Boers would not agree to . II _~ e c; • / 



He wrote in the same strain"'fo Sir Evelyn Wood and other Members of i /f 

the Royal Commission : ~ 
My Friends: I am sendiw m son Kebalepile to OUt He will tell you 
that we are all verym~teved that the English Government are going to 
give the Transvaal back to the Boers ;; ••• and troubles will soon begin 
again. For however much the present Boer leaders may aesire to have 
peace and do right, we know from long experience that those who should 
obey them will try and break their orders •••• You must not give the 
land back xaxxhHxxjNR~x until the ~oer s can make a strong government 
••• My son will also ask you when you will settle the case about my 
l and. • •• 1: (am se-nd-Hrg-mT-a-Qn-fi~... 'tit F~q.Ue.&-t- t£a t yeu~p.· me . 
Vlwentb1s ca.ae I 'would have come to you now, myself, but as I do not k 
know where I may find you, and as I am an old man, I send my son ftrrst 
but request that you send for me when my my case 1S tQ be decided . ' 



their insulting langua e ~a mi~led and grilled in his mind all thes 
week~ and e 

' ~ontshiwa had never for otten or forgiven the insole 0 the apulana 
clan at ~he meeting he had called in December , ~~d was determined to 
chastise them. Early in Februa~y 1881, therefore, he gave notice to 
Milituba, a brother of Matlaba ~Jbis representative at ~otlhakane (Riet­
fontein) ~ExKzXxEixx~~pKi~EaX~±RX~~~hKtX%GBa;~ s x 
miles to t he south-west of Montshiwa 's village of Sehuba, to move with 
all his Rapulana people from that locality •. 10ntshiwa averred that 

. Lotlhakane was his and that they were intruders, or at any rate undesir_ 
able tennan~s who were contemptuously and seditiously undermining his 
authority by being in friendly alliance with his enemies, the South Afr· 
ican Republi'c. It ~~b ~. l,t r/i . • Io{. f..p,it~ c( 11 

j So far fr~m qu~tting, Motuba, (on instructions feom [atlaba brought 
more people from odibe (Polfontein) to Lotlhakane, and both 1mt1aba 
at odibe and~oshete at Khunwana made reparations for war._ ~, 

rge on, rat er t n d~ er~e y ese military preparaflons, Montshiw4 
~lso mobil~sed. He sought -and obta~ned help from Chief Ikalafeng of the 

ahurutshe at Likokana, and from u.xrl Chief Gasei tsiw. of the .!3an ake~ 
t se at KanyeJ~rly-- on the morning of the 2nd of May he attacked 0 - ' 
akane and utt~r1Y routed t he ~apulana clan , killing 73 men including 

~~j~.;"'1 three sons of Matl~a and also/Mogotsi, ~:.t~mt~.6Xmrd 
rrt,~ t,...,.-...·~m1Ua~B~l:~l1UIX1XXl'tt.s~m1 the provoca ti ve ~ .. :. I V{J~ •• 

'1 1 s.w~",."'Montshiwa then committed Lot1ha.kane to the flames and sacked it. l!is e l ( 

v~sualties were 11 men killed and 27 wounded. His purpose was to force~atlab~ 
people from Lotlhakane because he said that was his country and they 
we r e disloyal. lle succeeded for a time in driving them to their chief 
town of Bodibe, which by the wa he/ also /claimed • .(~~ ! t1't.I/(,~ 
Matlaba aj!; once reported this matter to Commandant Heniirik Greeff of 
Lichtenburg, who in turn brought it to the notice of the higher author­
ities of the)South African Republic who held Mat1aba in high esteem. 

~G~nRr~~t.Qronje no sooner received the report of the incident than he 
left p@«a a 66Mmando of 300 men to help Matlaba and punish Mont shiwa, but 

A- when he reached the Molopo , hostilities had ceased temporaril l 
v A report of these disturbances reached the Royal Oommission at New 

Vastle, and Comm- Gen Piet Joubert and Col E Bu~ler were sent to in~ lret 
into the source s of the dispute and to restore order Rt~XiER ~ 
They interviewed Montshiwa about the 21st of May and directed him to 
a llowal Matlaba 's people to return to Lotlhakane, and all the farmers 
wimmxJmxmu.txxrit~iJUlRXK~JmLS.XGnx:t:Ni[Jd~J&miB~ to re - occupy thep{ farms 
from which he had driven them on t he border. Joubert pressed these 
directions and watved aff all object~ons Montshiwa tried to ofter. 

~ Montshiwa was very ind gnant at tIns treatment and on the28th May 
he sent a ~ otest to t he Royal Comruission that one member of thW ~~­
commission pressed upon him in a manner that showed prejudive , "and 
I now send/ this ~rotes t a ainst an such orders before the final sett­
lement of my line. Fu£ther.I must brfing tq the notice of the Royal 
Commission that Mr C. ethell whom I brought to the meetin on purpose 
to watch my intere s ts'was not allowed to speak, explain or ask questi ­
ons, while it was notorious that any Boer present, of whont t here were 
many, was allowed to make what propos tions and remarks he wished ••••• 
Although I am perfevtly willing to submit my whole casa to unprejudic­
ed persons ••• Imust and do hereby enter m protese against any Boer 
sitting on a commsion that may hear the case respecting my line. The 
quarrel is between myself and my people on t he one hand, and the Boer 
Government and people on the other hand, and I would submit that an 
comm!!ssion that haa to settle this case shouldceithe~be .com'p_~~o 

7' exclude both claimants . or to include both • II 
The quarreli was of course que to the dispute about t he boundary 1 ne 

not so much between the chiefs ar their tribes themselves, as between 
the chiefs of ritish sympa thies and the Tranvaal burghers. In other 
~ords the Transvaal burghers and ijovernment in the name of their allies 
Moshete, Ma tlaba and :MassoUlY sought to recover all the land taken from 
them by the Keate line, while MontBhiwa and Mankurwane, whose still 
hankered after the Keate line resisted the encroachment. The fi~ht was 
not for supremacy or fornstatus, because each chief was totally~ inde­
pendent of the othersi ireespectibe of their hereditary position by 

.... <!;l(/~e s cent...-/ eu;..... I~ itcfu- . ' tct{ep ' I.~ ' . , 

U 
- In Au ust ana S~tembe . Co- C. Moysey by direct~on of 

the Royal ommlssion came to mark off the western boundary of the Tran 
II svaal as ammended b th~Royal Gemm:issien, whereby a considerable par ­

of the gGNEt~ territory aiA¥ ~d to the Barolon by the Keate Award 
was taken and included in the Transvaal. 

I 



,~ / ~ L { l /!l, , J p I.~((r ,,~ I, fell'/- " J 
c.:: ~ l n l n . if; h 0 pr1 ne a dressea. a let er to iI i1l vel Wood: 

'The oers are st i~ verybitter against me and are inciting Matlaba and 
Moshete to attack me, promising to send them help in men.Matlaba's·people 
are all in arms . I have remained still for four months, waiting gor the 
Government(to act ), but now I am obliged to attack them. Mat laba is liviI'lj 
in my country having been placedt there by the Boers arid Moshete hates me 
because I hold to the English overnment a nd because 11 rece ivef. and prote d ::. 
many En lish people anoL loyal Boers against insurg~s. I trust that we s~t 
not be .for otten in the settlement of the countr dnd t ha t the~ ~eate Awar 

~ill be handed bqck 0 its r. £-~fU f' lil~ (; e e~; ~ , ) 
I j,/trf~'(' ." foJ:. t t - ~ I .' .'- . t~f' , 

-~ he latter sent 0 re ime ts a "0tlXl ,2 0 ~ )eu.n"~9IIl' Se n and' V 
• 1-~eU1f:m~. o S,' t ~ • 
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In marking the line from Ramatlabama to Buurmansdrift, t ence to Rooi ­
grond , thence to Lotlhakane, thence to areetsane an- thence to ~~dibo~~ 
Col C.Moysey was accompanied b Montshiwa t s counsellors, who constantly 
brought to his notice the encroachment of the EEI new 'Convent on line ' ) 
into their territory. Beyond Mari ogo, Moshete 's men also went with 

111 ysey and protesttdg to the new line of beacons, their contention bein 
tBat the line should be placed more westwar • The same attitude was .ta:: 
taken by Mass ou when the boundary was laid down in ±kBx his district 
at Mamusa • In the end the line .i.wr.xwi satisfied no one. It angered 
Montshi wa aQ9t.i:a.x:txkX.x Fxtt:.sIDcsrij::xJlUixaruix.M8.t.iadlIa XMEl.xha.tHxaM and !Vlank_ 
urwane acainst heir british allies, and provoked Moshete, Mntlaba and 
Massou against their Transvaal suzerains . 
On the 13th October ()188l) ,Montshiwa ad ressed- a leter to Mr , George 
Hudson, British Resident at ~retoria compl aining that the Transvaal ~ 
Boers were incitin 1~tlaba and Moshete to attack lim, whi l e at the sa~ 
time allowing these chiefs to use the Transvaal as a base 0 operations 
" I writEr to tell you that my neighbour Moshete has dec l ared war again 
- st me. I do not complain against that; it is weI, but what I esire 
to represent to ou is that the oers have allowed him to take his 
o~en and cattle across the line into the Transvaal where I may not foIl 
w them, moreober Moshete himself and his cornman os cross and recros '" 
he Transvaa l line an come out from that State to attack me. 

Should this be so ? and should the oers not prevent him ?I know that 
they would at once attack me if I follow him ~ in ursuit over 'the line 
for they seek a quarrel with me. I wish therefore that ou would repre­
sent these things to s Excel ency the Governor at Cape Town and tm 
the Boer l eaders, an exp ain to the l a tter the dan er thew are incur­
rin of rovo~ing a war with all the Bechuana tribes , by allowin Moshe 
te to attack ~e from the Transvaal. Let them send him quite out of the 
Transvaal or else keep him quite \I'd thin its boundaries ••• " ~ 

T s letter had hardly been sent off when by way of answer or rep­
risal for Montshiwa's assault of Lotlhakane in May, Moshete and Metlaba 
attacked him at his principal village of Sehuba n the 11th October. 
Montshiwa, however , repelled the attack easil~ . But a fortni ht ~ater «uv 
Moshete and Matlaba made a second and more determined assault. This -
time they were assisted openly by some Transvaal burghers. They ap roa­
ched and penetrate the villa e from the south-east, and forced its in­
kllt.t.i habitahts to fl in the north-west direction towards Mafikeng . 
Montshiwa however , with his old uards took his stand in a high stone 
enclosure and successfu y defied the assai l ants unti his fleein men 
were rallied and led back ±ExFE.iiRXRXhXm not onl to relieve him but to 
drive off the enemy. In his anxiety to complete the victory, Montshiwa~ 
second oun er brother - Selere - exposed himself unduly by riding far 
n advance of his regiment in pursuit of the retiring RB enemy, and was 

shot dead by a wounded Griqua ~~tthe enemy ' s ranks o Montshiwa's men 
surroun eO. him and 1 terally ittt him to )1p pi,fces • Arnon .::Jdm Montshiw~ rmen- I:~ were Mothoko Thwane,Mahube and Ts1jco Madibane . [t}/rIlb' ~ 
T~re wa~ow -q~etne'Ss for three eeks he Q!I1ino III b for ~ e I 
st rm, a then n OV~ber hosti ities ere( res e . ~ f Moshe, , 

I n Ma taa a ope lY~SSi te by 3 _ Jm!Il1l ran~vaal ghe s:ft ee 
un attac ed Se ub il e i the arl morn n . ' his was the sharp~ 

-st battle . of the a aion, a hea cas alti s _w _e nrli~ted on both 
' sides At this tim :~ 0 ama, t e founder of Iafiken was taken, seriousy 
i1. e sent for ontsh wa and beseeched him to FRm~7RXZE abandon / 
Sehuba and make Mafiken his headquarters, showed him that the place w± 
with ~ a perennial stream(Molopo)runnin throu h t, t ckly wooded 
an with outcropp n s of romense boulders an masses of rock ( as its 
name Maf ka ndicates ) alon the valley ~as better suited for settle-
ment of alar e tribe such as Monts wa 's was, and also f efence thaY\ 
the 0 en PXIltXR and water ess p ain of Sehuba. It had been whis hered in 
to ~ Montshiwa's ear that Mo ema intended to seced~and found an 
independent tribe, and this invitation ratified him and reassured him 
of Molema 's unswervin loya ty to him except in s iritual matters. I 

shiwa found it prudent to heed Molema ' s advice, an immediate l ) 
~ ~ to evacuate Sehuba and move to Mafek n , six miles 
north- wes t, which hitherto had been an out ost or sub- stat on under the 

overnorshi of Molema, and. vms in fact mown as 0 ema station M~:Yc 
Mafikeng now became t he principal town of ~ontshiwa and the Tsh_di Bar­
olon and acquired a great and rowing importance. 
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