
River) the main subject of the meeting being land a nd labour. 

It is said and it is credible that the chiefs all admitted that 

the land they lived in had been overrun by Mzilikazi , and that 

it belonged to Boer emigrants by right of conquest, that they ~ ~ 

lived in it by the grace of the emigrants; that / tneir hearts we-
~ 

re full of gratitu4e and they hailed the Dutch emigrants as t~~r.r 

'1 D. ~ ffi.o.A' flU., .h--"&-v., ~etMf~ ~ -11.OUr ~ 1;:;.&e-aM~ 
rescue:rs • ~ <;t r_/ ..t..-r,~~ 

W ~. ~v~~7 I 
- - This admiss i on of Boer suzerainty led naturally to the nex t 

step. he chiefs were told that they must now pay Labour Tax , 

that is, send thei r young men to labour on the fields of the 

Boers in consideration of their vassalage and occupancy of the 
.J.~ . .w .,6~ 

lands thus aSSigned to ~hem. In this t they acquiesced. Mont-

slliwa, however , was at his a:equest released from the Labour T~, 

and given the option to pay tax in money and being liable to mi 
~ burghe.r or 

litary service like ~gk.rmx Boer farmer. 

This meeting is important first as showing the sentiments 

of gratitude and subservience which the ' frican tribes entertai -

ned at the time towards the emi rant Boers for their expul.sion 

of Mzilikazi, but hurAan nature being what it is, in time as the 

Matebele danger receded the chiefs began to resent interference 

in their affairs, to chafe under the foreign yoke and to set 

up claims of independence. 

" econdly, the meeting is important{as showing the desi re of 

the Boer leaders to seek justification f~- their land claims in ht 
~xpresly seeking the amAis~ion, agreement and declaration of the 

chiefs that all the land fonnerly devastated by Mzilikazi now 

belonged to the Dutch Boersf by right of conquest. Such admis -

sion, agreement or declaration was tantamount to a title deed . 

It was useful to butress potgie ter's roclamation issued an 

1837 after t he defeat of MZilikazi that all the territory which 

zilikazi was forced to abandon was forfieted to the Boer emig

rants, such terri tory being the whole of the present TranS Vaal, 



about the northern half of the present Free state , and all 

southern Bechuanaland westward to the Kgalagare except the dis-

trict of the Batlhaping. 

It gave the Boers the right, therefore, to regared the 4f -

rican tribes in this extensi ¥~ territory as their subjects, or 

tennants, and to tax them in labour or money . Uontshiwa there-

fore, having chosen the latter was placed upon the footing of a bur

gher and made liable to military service although this ~l~ 
~ in conflict with the terms of the recently concluded San~ River 

~ 

Convention, and/ Boer tradition which frowned at military alliance 

between black and white. 

'1f 
After the ~atification of the ' and River vonvention by the 

Volksra~ (March 18i2) the emigrant Boers advanced further justi

fioation If their right to the l and by declaring that the Conve
S 

Heion had granted them und ~puted ownership of all territory north 

of the Vaal, and that they were left at liberty to fix anywhere 

the western and eastern borders of their country hence known as 

the " outh ".frican Republic. 4 n unbaissed reading of the Conven-

tion seems to confirm this view. 

Irrespective of. the Dutch-Boer claims and the Native-African 

admissions however, the delicate question of ~ equity and morality 

is - If you disposses a robber of stolen goods, do the goods become 

yours, or must they revert to their original owner? If you dri ve 
the

the Matebele off from the land of the Batswana, does the land ~K~( 
.cefore )& 

become yours? 
~j~ ched 

~bout this time the i outh African Republic laundhed the camp-

aign of disarm~nent of frican tribes. It was but natural that 

a small Boer communi ty of ' ,000 families north of the Vaal, surr-
...... 

ounded by tens of thousands of bl&c~ whom they considered their 

natural enemies, should feel uneasy and insecure, The Boer lea-
~ 

ders remembered the conflict of the -Xhosc4 with primi ti ve weapons 

against the Euro~eans for three-qu~rters of a century commencing 

in 177~, and realised the immeasurable superiority . of the gun to 

the assegai as demonstrated by the emigrant Boer victory over the 



Matebele at Vegkop in 1837. Now they were constantly receiv ing 

clear evidences that many J' frican tribes ossessed or were acqui 
at Viervoet 

ring firearms, and the recent de f eat of t he British ~~~a ~~m ~ 
(:30th June 1801) 
~ by the similarly armed Basotho urged them to take ~ 

immediate s tepa, if they were to survive , not only to make it im-
~U-I'V 

poss ible for fricans to acquire guns and 1-\ powder , but to cap t ure 

those lweaponsJ already in their (Africand) possession . 

oon after the signing of the ' and River Convention, there r 

. fa 
fore, Comm - Gen Andries Pretorius broached t~matter tOj High Com-

mi~3ioner Sir George Cathcart . He complained that nglish hunte -

rs and traders going northward to Bechuanaland, r lNgamiland and the 
t;,. 

zambeai by t he Traders, is s ionary Road along the wes tern border of 

the d out~ frican Republic were in the habit of supplying Afriaan 

tribes with firearms in defiance of the provisions of the ._' and Ri -

ver Convention. He asked that they should be compelled to go~ th-

rough otchefs tromn to check this . This however proved impracti -

cable, and the trade in firearms , depending as it did! on barter 

for ivory and cattle was impossible to control, and went merri) y 

on. . . . p __ I _ rlrLCC.), - j;.t.-...e...~v .£;..<.1/eJ ,.t..>£1-C- 5/etdtA~. /ft~:... l"<'l./t~ 
.4J/I- ltv 1' ,~.e.J( /' - ~v 

tne ;.io,uth African Republic /made a move, first against the Bapedi 

of "' ekwati at the Lulu Mountains (9 August 18 2) . '1:'he Bapedi were 

eased of thousands of cattle and sheep, the few guns and rounds 

of ammunition they had in their possession and they lost thouaands 

of men, women and childr en, killed or starved to death. 

The second move was agains t the Bakgatla of Mosielele on th e 
C1~~~...w 

arico, which involved / the attacloui on the Bakwena of eche le , 

and that aga in a quarrel with Montshiwa. 

The accusations were, aga inst 
(ai 

1. Mosielele: tha t though he had been paying the labour Tax, he 
as trant( chee~} 

was now ~~~n, and declined to do so any longer 

(b) that his people had become troublesome as ca t tle 

thieves (cj Tha t he probably had guns and ammunition in ~is 

posses s ion. 



2. 3echele: (aJ That he had flagrantly defied the 'outh African 
Mos~ 

epublic by abetting. and refusing to hand ~ over. 

(b) That he was settin~ up a claim to independence ~ 

(c) That he had an abundant store of guns and ammu-

nition - about 00 guns. 
5 

3. Montshiwa : (a) That he had d~obeyed the orders of Commandant 

Pieter choltz ~~ e ' C~ik ~ , .1D ~'~;""'fi~ ~ 
(b) That he was setting up a claim of independence. 

(c) That his tribe conducted cattle lifting on an 

extensive scale. 

The common charge of cattle lifting was made against all African 

tribes, and this nearly xKa always led to a skirmish, i f not 

war. )There is no r eason to doubt that in the majority of c~

ses such xx thefts did in fact take place because in African 

tradition, to rob your natural enemy of his cat t le was not con-

~idered a crime. It was a normal thing for gands of young 

men to go out to t aap~ or capture the cattle of Boer emigrants. 

It was not considered as theft, but r~ther as confiscationj rep

iSa1 ~jb1'"' ~~.~ J the underlying psychological 

sanction being an assumed state of vvar, and a1expert cattle thief 

was regarded as some thing of a hero. Such were T1homedi Ma-

kgetla ~ ~1' 11\L Ts,J~ ~tuUtlMI4J c~ J~(Tf<.ci-a 1'1~f5.c:u · 
~ 

~ among the/ Barolong~ 

The tribes often made counter accusation of cattle theft aga inst 

the emigrant farmers, but could not of course f ollow the spoor 

right into the farms , for fear of their .uvea, whereas a spoor 

or supposed spoor of strayed cattle waS regarded by the whites 

as proof positive of their being stolen by men of t he village to 

which it led. 

The neglect or refusal of Africans to pay the labour tax, and 

the claim of independence we have noticed as a natural develop

lllent of self confidence and a feeling of security where first 

there was apprehension and diffidence . 



There i s not the slightest doubt that cattle belonging to Afric -

ans were often deliberately taken by the Dutch-Boers by way of 

reprisal, or by the strange philosophy that what belongs to the 

~\ native" '~ay rightly be taken withput permission. 

The possession of firearms and ammunition by the tr ibes , 
iC"M 

while essentially true,/ exaggerated in the suspicions minds t6 of 
,uuk 

the whites. While every/ man d' sired to have a gun and gunpowder, 
7' 

these were never possessed by the tribes in nearly the prop~tion 

that it was imagined, nor were they neccessarily acquired for 

military purpose . 

The country abounded in game and wild beasts. The gun was not 
a.--

only ~weapon of offence and defence, but also an apparatus of 

sport anh a means of livelihood. 

In any case Commandant choltz set out from Klein Marico with a 

commando of 300 to 40 burghers wi th orders to arres t MoS ieltle 

who had fled to ~echele for protection, and if ~echele refused 

to surrender him, to attack Sechele. Before leaving choltz , 
sent chis latter to 110ntshiwa. , who being placed on the foot i ng 

'PI/ of a burgher , waS liable to military service:ff Chief Montshiw .. : 
. ~ 

You are ner~ commanded to send immediately 20 armed men on h~rse-

back and provided with victuals for a fortnight to assist us in 

punishing .... echele ." I am etc P.~. ' choltz : Comd." 

To this) Montshiwa replied from Lotlhakane "As I am res pons 1"le 

to God and man for what I, or people under my cownand do, ere 

I can accede to your orders, please first distinctly to infurm 
what. 

me w~x the sin unto death of 3echele is? 
f 

Commandant Scholtz in anger wrote back: "As you have thus re~u-

sed to obey my orders, I shul l settle with you after my return 

from "' echele." 

It is a fact, however, that the comlCandeering or forcible enro 

ilnent of Montshiwa ts people for unpaid labpur among the emigrant 

Dutch farmers Was one of the constant complaints 0 f the chief. 

3choltz then proceeded to the Bakwena capital of Dimawe . On 



reques t i ng 'echele to hanll up Mos iele Ie , he WaS ~old - lI~i'ho 'Q " 

stomabh. 
would have Mosielele must come and take him out of my kxNm 

~on trying to persuade 3echele to su! cribe to t h e suzerainty~ 
his 

of the ' outh . frican Republic, as being the cause of jog 8urv i -

val and his wealth by its annihili;J.tion of Mzilikazi, Sechele 

amswered-lI I was placed here and made king by God a nd mot by 
~ 

~""Boers.1I Availa.ble evidence from both sides seems to show 
Ct.1t-- ;tw;.~ io7~--ed. 7 

thell choltz exercised a remarkable amount of patience on this 

occasion.. Ultimately hOJwever, he attacked 3echele l s town. 

There was a brisk s kirmish on Monday the 30th Aug. in which ~L',vj 

.4cud..- the :.aakwena sustained about 10 . casualties, a.nd the Boers .1lJt 

110 C. ,( . 

.(, to ~ Th.ea1 1834- 4. p. 519). The Bakwena were dislodged 

from t~eir ridges and fled to 

caI\tyred ~WtJa.. 
.h-U,~&t-/~. -0 I~ 

t this time, Dr.Livingstone, who was labouring among the Bakwe

na was away in Cape~own, and his house at Kolobeng, a few mX~ 

miles away was broken into, his furniture a nd library destro , ed. 

~~ tbas never been determ.ined who the culprits were. Livingstone 

and the Bakwena blamed the Boers, wb 0 in turn blamed the Bakwena. 

The ep isode attained world wide publicity . cho1tz captured ~ 

immense booty in cattle, horses a nd goats, c.nd also 48 guns, 

besid es taking 250 women and children as prisoners. ' orne of 

these were afterw a rds fedeemed ty their relatives, some released, 

some. excaped and the balance were dis tri bu ted among the farm a-rs 

as. apltrentices. 

On his return to Klein :Marico ";>choltz wrote ];Iontshiwa yet ano 

ther note; "You are herOy surnmoneEl before the council of War 

to appear within 5 days to answer for your disobedienc~ to my 

orders. II The chief sent his. brother Molema, his cous in Bodumele 

'Ioshoela and his missionary Joseph Ludorf 

had to say. 
.ft;ru .. 

But the ira te Jcholtz would 

to hear what ~choltz 
~f'\,,~ 

not recei vej\for he S~ 

Juz..... knew} l.o?tshiwa's letters had been 

b -1Y~~I/~ C J·L~tfS) .~. 
Vlritten with the ~ison oflll 



black labou;r 
Tempers have simmered and boiled over this matter of apprenticeshlp • 

. ~ ere the prisoners of war treated by the Boers 8,S tainess or as slaves 

Dr Livingstone and the missionaries generally called it slavery 

because the masters could do as they liked with tkRix the liberty, 

labour and life of their servants with impunity. The thing happens 

even today in 1960 . Dr Theal and theBoer-Afrikaners called in 'inboek-

ing"- appren$iceship and training. Theal especially defends the system 

with some warmth , but admits that "where the arm of the law is weak" 

the practice must be condemned as it opens a door to many abuses.(Histo 

(Eistory of .A. 1834-18 4 p. 52l). Mostpeople will admit that even to 

day the arm of the 

inc:; years : 



il6S-Z ~? 
.w.oreover i t ~Montshi\'\'a himself he wanted, a,nd if he did not reDort 

wi thin the time given, lithe cannon would roar upon him. II Though Scholtz waS 

~~~, it is difficult to tell ho~much in earnest he was by this threat 
xeBR+x±XX±xxBi££iE»xxxxmxtExxx~w~nxnexxa~y.iEx~a~R~~t 

~x$tx~~x~xx~~~~$~~X~~~~~~x~~~~XXKX~OCXooX~X~~XXK~k~~~~~~ 
In any case, the Earolong 

~ix~x~x~xxxxx~ix~~x~~k~~~~~. AX~BX~X~»X~x~hE~ panic' 

ked, xk trembled in fear, and thinking th~y had burn; their ~EXtx bridges 
.:.tl t-H'v.,vk~ evv 

they decided to evacuate their new township ofALotlhakane and put as much 

distance as possib le between themselves and 'cholt's commando. 

It is difficult to comprehend t he reason of this sudden flight of Montshiw~ 

and his tribe and much more difficult to condone it. Was is perha s due to 
did not have a . 

the fact that the Barolong knew they ~~x~~x sufficlent number of guns and 

ammuni t ion to face their enemy, elated by their success over echele, or 

was it one of thlose strange and capricious migrations of African tribes 
by 

Ghat had now b~come part of their cha.racter, motivated sometimes U the 
by the singing of a bird, and sometimes b~ 

whim of the chief, a.nd some times JEft a mere rumour of the approach of an c 

enemy ? ~en every excuse has been made for Montshiwa, this ~~~x~ 
i~kxQfx£~»x~~~x~»~x*»xf~~~xx»~~k*Rgx~i~x~~~xx~~~l~~xw~~~x~~~x~~R~~~~ 1 
fi~k~aH~~n §lXl1N§tJGtX~XltX~Bx~jg iXHxx~Xx*»x ~ltix:W~X§l:jtxX~R.J{x~~lYjfx§l:.kJt~ 

midnight flit of his suggests lack of courage, /?,nd in fact, nothing else 
the 

has revealed, more than,tthrea t ofyl Scholtz, the faintheartedness and craver: 

spirit, or in plain words, the rank corwadice of Montshiwa and his peaple 

at this time, for hearing t hat a commando vaS 
J)ifi:\.cJ~c:n~ o-n. 

n:arching upon them, MontshivH 

and about 18, 0 of his tribe left,\ Lotlhakane on the 18th of Septembet 

18 ~~ an! fled westwards to join Gontse and the Ratlou clan 

at Setlagole 45 miles a~ay. 

During their sgort stay at 8et1agole, it is admitted that bands of 
-n. 

.3arolong young men under Mokoto MO,ts os i, of the Ra tlou clan, Segae Motlhala-
I 

«~e of the Tshidi clan, Tswadibe and Tlhomedi of the .akgetla clan as well 

as some men of the Barutshe tribe under their young scion Lentswe made lei 
fora'ys 

determined for~ on the Boer farms in the Marico, Magaliesburg and Rusten-

burg districts in December 1852 , ~BxxpmExxE£ and took hundreds of cattl~ • 

2he spoor of these herds was traced , and infoTInation confirmed the suapi

cion that they had b~en driven to Setlagole. uickly a commando was w~~ 

called up and led by Corom-Gen ndries Pretorius himself with the riSing 

Commandant Faul Kru er and Commandant bchutte as his adjuncts. When the 

connnando reached ~etlagole, Monts h iwe. and his tribe, aware of its approach 



had retired to Mosite, 20 miles further west. , and thither the commando followed them 

up. In the meantime the Rat10u clan, recently under Gontse, now deceased during 1852 

also left Set1ago1e under Letsapa, and went to seek aJ[X asylum under the Bat1haping 

of Mahura at Taung. 
(Sept ember 1858 ) 

At ~site Montshiwa at last made a stand and gave battle, in which he lost 
were 

several men. Among the slain ~ Lentswe, the young chief of the Bahurutshe who 

w.xsx had been staying among the Baro10ng owing to disruption among his tribe at 
and Phatudi Leeae , the chiefs nephew. 

the Marico(,Some casualties were inflicted upon the Boers also. Comm-Gen Pretorius 

who was well known to the Barolong had been seen riding 8 whit.e horse at t he head 

of the commando. He now suddenly disappeared from the battle field, and the Baro-

long thought he was slain. Mococe Marumo claimed to have shot him and was duly 

congratulated in verse as follows ; 

Th 

Mogale wa pitse e tshweu ga bonwe, 
Moetapele wa masoropo 0 jele mmu, 
o phamotswe ke phamo1e ya ga Marumo 
A roisa bogwera bo iwang ke Basweu 1e bantsho 

Nnoi 0 a lela, ere a lela matlho a gagwe a kwano 
Ebi1e 0 futsa nkwe ya losika 100 Makget1a, 
o futsa phamo1e e tsetsweng ke Marumo 
A re setlhodi se1e se re jetse banna 
Sa tIoga sa re baya ka boswagadi 

The hero of the white is nowhere to be seen > 
The leader of the white~/ troops has licked the dust . 
He has been snatched by the eagle of Marumo
He is initiated into colour-blind mysteries. 

His lady is in tears , but her eyes look this way 
As she curses the tiger of t he Ma1r getla breed: 

She curses the eagle that is born of Marumo 1 

Says that roonster has eaten up our husbands 
And thus condenmed us to dismal widowhood. 

The facts are, of course t hat Pretorius was already ailing when the commando left 

Maga1iesburg, and felt so ilIon the battle file1d that he could no longer direct ~ 

operations, and like his great rival Hedrik Potgieter in t he expedition against the 

~ Bapedi of Sekwati in August 1852, he had been forced to retire from the field and 

go home to die. 
The Boer commando bivuacked that night a short distance from the field of 

battle. In the morning when they wanted either to renew the fight or make a truce with 
on. 

Montshiwa, they foud that he had withdrawn • 
f 

On leaving Mosite, Montshiwa and his clan went to Morob~eng , 40 miles 

furt her west tol find refuge with a Rat10u clan whose chief was Maiketso . T~ere they 

stopped just long enough to avail t hemse1ves? f one pl antinG season, t hat is f roro J~~

t ary to August 1853 . Abou t this time, the great emi grant Du. tch lDad8rs and ri VC! ls 

X:rnm::e:ExX:mrnxDc!OQnWn~tK:· ~ Hedrik Potgieter and ~ Andries 

Pretorius died, the one at t he beginning of Harch, and the other on the 23r d of July. 



i ~~~ 
A day after Fretorius ' ~ death, Casper Kruger-pf ather of Paul Kruger also died . 

During this campaign and at Morokweng, the EX oldest members of the Matsetse regiment 

of the Tshidi Barolong were born . 

Leaving Morok ,:emg at the end of August or early in September 1855, Montshiwa and 
Q 

his clan no~ retraced their steps. They travelled east along the valley of the Molop 

until they came to Dikhukbung a few miles below Phitshane . Here Montshiwa was met by &K 

Senthufi,chief of the Bangwaketse, and new vassal of the South African Republic , who 

brought a message from Comm-Gen Marthinus W. Pretorius the newly_appointed leader of t 
the Boers, expressing a desire for the rene'fal of friendship between the emigrant ~ 

J. 
Boers an~ t he Barolong of Montshiwa on the basis of a Peace Treaty , and guaranteeing 

the chief ~ any counsellors he might choese to bring with him ~ safe conduct to the 

place of meeting at Marico. Taking with him about t wenty men therefore , Chief Monts 

hiwa proceeded to the appointed venue- Mathebe, the chief town of the Bahurutshe of ~ 

XM~~~~~~~~~ Chief Moilwa in t he Marico district . There they were met by 

Commandant Jan Jan Viljoen Q,nd Jacobus Snyman, who gave them a very friendly welcome . 
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