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River,the main subject of the meeting being land and labour.

It is said and it is credible that the chiefs all admitted that

the land they lived in had been overrun by Mzilikazi, and that

it belonged to Boer emigrants by right of conguest, that they (Ml et

lived in it by the grace of the emigrantsj that/their hearts we-
e

re full of gratitude and they hailed the Dutch emigrants as thér(

ﬂam.d/s R l7u, frilbesy Oce ucL/«m-c/W/bawL do e assugrud

rescu%ii;vaﬁﬂ
= ~ This admission of Boer suzerainty led naturally to the next
step. The chiefs were told that they must now pay Labour Tax,
that is, send their young men to labour on the fields of the
Boers in cousideration of their vassalage and occupancy of the
A A8 sacd
lands thus assigned to them. In thlqltaey acquiesced. Mont=-
shiwa, however, was at his mequest released from the Labour Ta%,
and given the option to pay tax in money and being liable to mi-
ony burgher or
litary service like kuxghermx Boer farmer,

This meeting is important first as showing the sentiments
of gratitude and subservience which the jfrican tribes entertai=
ned at the time towards the emigrant Boers for their expulsion
of Mzilikazi,but human nature being what it is, in time as the
Matebele danger receded the chiefs began to resent interference

in their affairs, to chafe under the foreign yoke and to set
up claims of independence, £Qst

aecondly, the meeting is important{as showing the desire of
the Boer leaders to seek justificationigg their land claims in g?

expresly seeking the admission, agreement and declaration of the
chiefs that all the land formerly devastated by Mzilikazi now
belonged to the Dutch Boers# by right of conquest. Such admis=
sion, agreement or declaration was tantamount to a title de=d.

It was useful to butress Potgieter's Proclamation issued &n

1837 after the defeat of Mzilikazi that all the territory which

Mzilikazi was forced to abandon was forfieted to the Boer emig=-

rants, such territory being the whole of the present Transvaal,
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about the northern half of the present Free 3tate, and all
southern Bechuanaland westward to the Kgalagare except the dis-
trict of the Batlhaping.

It gave the Boers the right, therefore, to regared the Af-
rican tribes in this extensi¥€ territory as their subjects, or
tennants, and to tax them in labour or money. TTontshiwa there=-
fore, having chosen the latter was placed upon the footing of a bur-
gher and made liable to military service although this ﬁ$§i§£§¥f7
4y in conflict with the terms of the recently concluded Pand River
Convention, andfgoer tradition which frowned at military alliance
between black and white.

After the';atification of the Sand River Convention by the
Volksragd (March 1882) the emigrant Boers advanced further justi-
fication pf their right to the land by declaring that the Conve-
ntion had granted them und?iuted ownership of all territory north
of the Vaal, and that they were left at liberty to fix anywhere
the western and eastern borders of their country hence known as
the South african Republic. An unbaissed reading of the Conven-
tion seems to confirm this view.

Irrespective of the Dutch=Boer claims and the Native-=African
admissions however, the delicate question of g equity and morality

is = If you disposses a robber of stolen goods, do the goods Dbecome

yours, or must they revert to their original owner? If you drive

the=-
the Matebele off from the land of the Batswana, does the land XmExexX
refore
become yours?

emer-gonl” ched

#bout this time tne[south African Republic laundkéd the camp-
aign of disarmament of African tribes. It was but natural that
a small Boer community of 5,000 families north of the Vaal, surr-
ounded by tend of thousands of blgckﬂrwhom they considered their
natural enemies, should feel uneasy and insecure, The Boer lea=-
ders remembered the conflict of tﬁthhosaﬁ with primitive weapons
against the HEuropeans for three=-gquarters of a century commencing

in 1779, and realised the immeasureble superiority of the gun to

the assegal as demons trated by the emigrant Boer victory over the
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liatebele at Vegkop in 13837, Now they were constantly receiving

clear evidences that many asfrican tribes possessed or were acqui-
at Viervoet

ring firearms, and the recent defeat of lhe British mxzeR IKEX XB

(30th June 1851)

Xxk= by the similarly armed Basotho urged them to take Zu

immediate stepd, if they were to survive, not only to make it im=
Wit

possible for Africans to acquire guns and /A powder, but to capture

those [weapons) already in their (Africang) possession.

soon after the signing of the 3and River Convention, there,.
fore, Comm - @en Andries Pretorius broached thematter tof%igh Com=
missioner Sir'George Cathcart. He complained that English hunte-
rs and traders going northward to Bechuanaland,uNgamiland and the

or
Zambeg&i by the Traderslmissionary Road along the western border of

the sout§ African Republic were in the habit of supplying Afriean
tribes with firearms in defiance of the provisions of the Sand Ri-
ver Convention, He asked that they should be compelled to gok th-
rough Potchefstroom to check this. This however proved impracti=-
cable, and the trade in firearms, depending as it didf on barter

for ivory and cattle was impossible to control, and went merri}y

Ot pretect - Tt Afreeargtided ivcre Slealug et eady
fhe south African Republic[made a move, first against the Bapedi
of dekwati at the Lulu Mountains (9 August 1852). The Rapedi were
eased of thousands of cattle and sheep, the few guns and rounds

of ammunition they had in their possession and they lost thousands

of men, women and children, killed or starved to death.

The second move was against the Bakgatla of Mosielele on the
or rehwaléd cn
Marico, which involved{the attacked on the Bakwena of Sechele,

and that again a quarrel with Montshiwae.

The accusations were, against

a
l. Mosielele: that though he had been paying the Labour Tax. h
astrant(cheely) TR e

was now A3¥PEIn, and declined to do so any longer

- (o) that his people had become troublesome as cattle

thieves (¢) That he probably had guns and ammunition in Ris

possession .
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2. 3echele: (a) That he had flagrantly defied the South African
Mosielele
Republic by abetting, and refusing to hand t&em over.
(b) That he wgs settingd up a claim to independence.
(¢) That he had an abundant store of guns and ammu=
nition - about 800 guns.
3. Montshiwa: (a) That he had dﬁ%bexed Ehe orders of Commandant
Pieter Scholtz ohesgrotoret—ts [ asssh hone s f‘?uw'ﬂ Seehcke
(b) That he was setting up a claim of independence.
(¢) That his tribe conducted cattle lifting on an
extensive scale.
The common charge of cattle lifting was made against all African
tribes, and this nearly Xed always led to a skirmish, if not
war. ,There is no r=ason to doubt that in the majority of ca-=
ses such &x thefts did in fact take place because in African
tradition, to rob your natural enemy of his cattle was not con=-
sidered a crime. It was a normal thing for Bands of young
men to go out to * gaap! or capture the cattle of Boer emigrants.
It was not considered as theft, but rather as confiscation, rep-
isal aMOVUV anuhmmi4¢dojibnh?the underlying psychological
sanction being an assumed state of war, and aqexpert cattle theéef

was regsrded as something of a hero. 3uch were Tlhomedi Ma-

kgetla awnd Wokodo aﬂwﬁﬂjlxb'ﬂuudk:ﬁﬂwﬂdn? omel. Mofcots Monfseosy
RoHow
ifentshoesdi among the/Barolonga?

The tribes often made counter accusation of cattle theft against
the emigrant farmers, but could not ofcourse follow the spoor
right into the farms, for fear of their {Aves, whereas a spoor
or supposed spoor of strayed catile was regarded by the whites
as proof positive of their being stolen by men of the village to
which it led.

The neglect or refusal of Africans to bay the labour tax, and
the claim of independence we have noticed as a natural develop=-
ment of self confidence and g feeling of security wheré first

there was apprehension and diffidence.
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There is not the slightest doubt that cattle belonging to Afric-
ans were often deliberately taken by the Dutch-Boers by way of
reprisal, or by the strange philosophy that what belongs to the
Mnative”gay rightly be taken withput permission.

The possession of firearms and ammunition by the tribes,

Wb
while essentially true,/exaggerated in the suspicions minds§ of

Haek

the whites. While every/man désired to have a gun and gunpowder,

these were never possessed by the tribes in nearly the prop%ﬁion
that it was imagined, nor were they neccessarily acquired for
military purpose.

The country abounded in game and wild beasts, The gun was not

a
only im-weapon of offence and defence, but also an apparatus of

sport anh a means of livelihood.
In any case Commandant Scholtz set out from Xlein Marico with g
commando of 300 to 400 burghers with orders to arrest Mosieldle
who had fled to Sechele for protection, and if 3Sechele refused
to surrender him, to attack Sechele. Before 1eaving7Scholtz
sent this letter to Montshiwa, who being placed on the footing
of a burgher, was liable to military service:ﬂChief Montshiwas
You are herﬁ commanded to send immediate;y 20 armed men on herse-
back and provided with victuals for & fortnight to assist us in
punishing Sechele,” I am etc P.Z.3choltz ¢ Comd."
To this, Montshiwa replied from Lotlhakane "As I am responsiile
to @od and man for what I, or people under my command do, ere
I can accede to your orders, please first distinctly to inferm

what
me WRXE the sin unto death of Sechele is?

Commandant Scholtz in anger wrote backs "As you have thus reﬁh-
sed Go obey my orders, I shall settle with you after my return
from Sechele.”

It is a fact, however, that the commandeering or forcible enro-
iment of Montshiwa's people for unpaid labpur among the emigrant

DQFCh farmers was one of the constant complaints o f the chief,

écholtz then proceeded to the Bakwena capital of Dimawe. on
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requesting Sechele to hand up Yosielele, he wus told - “"yho @ =
stomaBh.
would have Mosielele must come and take him out of my kurg
#Aon trying to persuade Sechele %o suébribe to the suz;?aintyn
is
of the South African Republic, as being the cause of Xke survi-
vel and his wealth by its annihilation of Mzilikazi, s8echele
amswered=-* I was placed here and made king by God and not by
m‘ -
thsfhoe;s.“ Availoble evidence from both sides seems to show
AL Heings Eonsielertet ]
thellscholtz exercised a remarkeble amount of patience on this
occasion. Ultimately however, he attacked Sechele's town.
There was & brisk skirmish on Monday the 30th Aug. in which ol 40
Aa;b the Bakwena sustained about 10@ casualties, and the Boers #AxX
4 to ngae (Theal 1834-564. p. 519). The Bakwena were dislodged

from their ridges and fled to the Kgalagare desert.jfgholya
ases ”WMWW
cepture 2
: / ‘ s,
PRI AT RN N e
e

At this time, Dr.Livingstone, who was labouring among the Bakwe-
ne was away in Capefown, and his house at Kolobeng, a few mii
miles away was broken into, his furniture and library destroged.
51ithas never been determined who the culprits were. Livingstone
and the Bakwena blamed the Eoers, who in turn blamed the Bakwena.
The episode attained world wide publicitye. Scholtz cgptured aw
immense booty in cattle, horses and goats, and also 48 guns,
besides taking 25Q women and children as prisoners. Some of
these were afterwards fedeemed by their relatives, some released,
some excaped and the balance were distributed among the farmers
t C. X a3 apprentices.
¢n his return to Klein karico scholtz wrote Montshiwa yet ano-

ther noteg "You are heréZby summoned before the council of War

to appear within § days to answer for your disobedience} to my

orders." The chief sent his brother Molema, his cousin Bodumele

lieshoela and his missionary Joseph Luderf to hear what Zcholtz
Ay :
had to say. But the irate &choltz would not receiveAfor he Sacdl
Hal-
Ax,xnew}mpgtshiwa's letters had been written with the fison ofh

he nuasionay's (;-indowa)fwmh
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Tempers have simmered and boiled over this matter of aﬁéﬁggi%gggﬁfp.
were the prisoners of war treated by the Boers as tainess or as slaves
Dr Livingstone and the missionaries generally called it slavery
because the masters could do as they liked with tkexx the liberty,
labour and life of their servants with impunity. The thing happens
even today in 1960. Dr Theal and theBoer-Afrikaners called in 'inboek-
ing"- apprendiceship and training. Theal especially defends the system
with some warmth, but admits that "where the arm of the law is weakn"
the practice must be condemned as it opensa door to many abuses.(Histo
(Eistory of $.A. 1834-1864 p.521). Mostpeople will admit that even te
day the arm of the law is weak, How much more so in 1853 and succeed=-
ing years : /7_%4&} ‘*f e /%:[d 7;w4«&ram£év(adc.\mﬁ

M &
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4oreover it wé Montshiwa himself he wanted, and if he did not report

within the time given,"the cannon would roar upon him " Though Scholtz was

pneended. .
incegﬁéds it is difficult to tell howmuch in earnest he was by this threat,

x&nﬁxxixxixxﬁifftrnixxznxxgiixhnnmnnhrhgyxxxyinxgnxntai.
BEE E X e wma e s x5 x5 O BH FAEXE XS XHHF X ey X rmmacx Xk x x Bixgocx s ki SR g &Sk
In any case, the Barolong
Emg oy xapk R ik xaf x kg xR k& koBeaRokong. AXXINEEEX KEXEXRETHEYXXREY panic:
ked, xR trembled in fear, and thinking they had burn} their Xsaxx bridges
Dithak en
they decided to evacuate their new township oﬁA otlhakane and put as much
distance as possible between themselves and Scholt's commandoe
it is difficult to comprehend the reasson of this sudden flight of Montshiwg
and hig tribe and much more difficult to condone it. Was is perhaps due to
did not have &
the fact that the Barolong knew they Radxmek sufficient number of guns and
ammunition to face their enemy, elated by their success over Zechele, or
was it one of thgose strange and capricious migrations of African tribes
by
that had now bgcome part of their character, motivated sometimes %t the
by the singing of a bird: end sometimes by
whim of the chief, and some times #% a mere rumour of the approach of an ¢

enemy ? When every excuse has been made for Montshiwa, this Xuggesis

izgkxefxeourngexxerdxinx faetixxreiingxelgexheg xrexenietyxwRRRx ERAR RERQAKS
friniheaxtednes i x2REXAXLXAVERX8R 1 vkt x 0 Ex iR RAGEXNRXARX X RAE X RRUR LA LR

midnight flit of his suggests lack of courage, 2nd in faect, nothing else
the
has revealed, more than/threat ofd Scholtz, the faintheartedness and craver

spirit, or in plain words, the rank corwadice of lMontshiwa and his peaple

at this timey for hearing that a commando vas marching upon them, Montshiw:
Milfhakonyg on

and zbout 18,000 of his tribe leftALotlhakane on the 18th of Septembet

1862 XabBdrdrobdbakane and fled westwards to join Gontse and the Ratlou clan

at setlagole 45 miles agay.

During their short stay at Setlagole, it is admitted that bands of
sarolong young men under lokoto M%}sosi, of the Ratlou clan,3egce Motlhalsa:
mme of the Tshidi clan, Tswadibe and Tlhomedi of the Makgetla clan as well
as some men of the Barutshe tribe under their young scion Lentswe nade /&

forays
determined for on the Boer farms in the Marico, Magaliesburg znd Rusten=-

burg districts in Yecember 1802, Thexxyooxxyf and took hundreds of cattle
zhe spoor of these herds was traced , and information confirmed the sudpi-
qion that they had been driven to Setlagole. Quickly a commando was WA#
called up and led by Comm=-Gen Andries Pretorius himself with the rising
Commandant Paul Kruger and Commandant Schutte as his adjuncts. When the

commnando reached setlagole, Montshiws and his tribe, aware of its approach
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had retired to Mosite, R0 miles further west, and thither the commando followed them

up. In the meantime the Ratlou clan, recently under Gontse, now deceased during 1852
also left Setlagole under Letsapa, and went to seek ayx asylum under the Batlhaping

of Mahura at Taung.
(September 1858 )
At Mbsite Montshiwa at last made a stand and gave battle, in which he lost

were
several men, Among the slain wg& Lentswe, the young chief of the Bahurutshe who

waxx had been staying among the Barolong owing to disruption among his tribe at

and Phatudi Lerae , the chiefs nephew. 2
the Mar:i.co,//Some casualties were inflicted upon the Boers also. Comm-Gen FPretorius

who was well known to the Barolong had been seen riding s white horse at the head
of the commando. He now suddenly disappeared from the battle field, and the Baro-
long thought he was slain, Mococe Marumo claimed to have shot him and was duly

congratulated in verse as follows ;
Mogale wa pitse e tshweu ga bonwe,
Moetapele wa masoropo o jele mm,
O phamotswe ke phamole ya ga Marumo
A ,noisa bogwera bo iwang ke Basweu le bantsho

Nnoi o a lela, ere a lela matlho a gagwe a kwano
Ebile o futsa nkwe ya losika loo Makgetla,

0 futsa phamole e tsetsweng ke Marumo

A re setlhodi sele se re jetse banna

Sa tloga sa re baya ka boswagadi

The hero of the white is nowhere to be seen;

The leader of the whitep,troops has licked the dust.
He has been snatched by thé eagle of Marumo-
He is initiated into colour-blind mysteries.

His lady is in tears , but her eyes look this way
As she curses the tiiger of the Malgetla breed:
She curses the eagle that is born of Marumo ,
Says that monster has eaten up our husbands
And thus condemmed us to dismal widowhood.
Th
The facts are, ofcourse that Pretorius was already ailing when the commendo left
Magaliesburg, and felt so i1l on the battle fileld that he could no longer direct @
operations, and like his great rival Hedrik Potgieter in the expedition against the
@4 Bapedi of Sekwati in August 1852, he had been forced to retire from the field and

go home to die.
The Boee commando bivuacked that night a short distance from the field of

battle., In the morning when they wanted either to renew the fight or make a truce with
Montshiwa, they fo:;d that he had withdrawn .

On leaving Mosite, Montshiwa and his clan went to Morokweng , 40 miles
further west tof find refuge with a Ratlou clan whose chief was Maiketso. There they

stopped just long enough to avail themselvesp? one planting season, that is from Janu-

/ ary to August 1853 . About this time, the great emigrant Dutch lpaders and rivels-

# Hedrik Potgieter and Aréfiesxkmk Andries

Pretorius died, the one at the beginning of March, and the other on the 23rd of July.
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A day after Pretorius' #mxmkt death, Casper Kruger-pfather of Paul Kruger also died,
During this campaign and at Morokweng, the mz oldest members of the Matsetse regiment
of the Tshidi Barolong were born.
Leaving Morokvemg at the end of August or early in September 1853, Montshiwa and
his clan now retraced their steps. They travelled east along the valley of the Molo
until they came to Dikhukhung a few miles below Phitshane, Here Montshiwa was met by 3=
Senthufi, chief of the Bangwaketse, and new vassal of the South African Republic, who
brought a message from Comm-Gen Marthinus W.Pretorius the newly-appointed leader of ¥
the Boers, expressing a desire for the renewal of friendship betwsen the emigrant Re=
Boers anfl the Barolong of Montshiwa on the basis of a Peace i‘reaty s and guaranteein
the chief a.nch any counsellors he might choese to bring with him g safe conduct to the
place of meeting at Marico. Taking with him ahout twenty men therefore, Chief Monts
hiwa proceeded to the appointed vemme- Mathebe, the chief town of the Bahurutshe of Y=

WW Chief Moilwa in the Marico district. There they were met by

Command,nt Jan Jan Viljoen 4nd Jacobus Snyman, who gave them a very friendly welcome.
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