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peasants and of Cossacks serving in^he army shall not be cojsiscated... faf

Confiscated property from now on belongs to the whole people...

debate, passionate appeals from all sides. But finally agreement 

Witb^nly one against, and the peasant delegates with joy., so

plunge the Bolsheviki ahead, irresistible, over-riding hesitation »nd

opposition - the only people in Russia who had a definite programme of 
y ----

A

action.

And then, to the final business of Congress: the composition of a government. 

Lenin's draft decree looked ahead to the convening of a democratically

* elected Parliament - a Constituent Assembly. But

^  \ . .until the meeting of the Constituent Assembly, a Provisional A r k e r

I P *’ >4 Peasants' Government is f o m w e d ,  which shall be named the C o unci^^H^Peoples 

Commissars... Control over the activities of the Peoples' Commissars; 

t A M ^ h e  right to replace them, shall belong to -the -All-Russian Congress of 

Soviets of Workers', Peasants', and Solcti'ers' Deputies, and its Central

%

4 Committee.

Lenin President of the Council of People's Commisars.

pThe~~eTgc‘t£6n of” the new'fysay-ee-kahf the new Parliament of the Russian 

Republic^ took barely fifteen minutes. Trotsky (fommissar for Foreign Affairs)

announced its composition: 100 members of which 70 Bolsheviki. "...We welcome 

Into the Government all parties and groups which yfftill adopt our programme"
_________ ' _____— -------- ----------- T ~

Even as these last passages of the histporic gathering were drawing to a clqj

the threat of civil war was in the air.

 ̂ f(
J T h e r e  were bayonets at the edges of the room, Reed reported, *bayonets

'pricking up amongst the delegates; the Military Revolutionary Committee was

arming everybody, Bolshevism was arming for the decisive .battle with

Kerensky, the sound of whose trumpets up the south-west wind.

: >  -r4

Even then, more debate, argument, passion, before the vote which carried the

Council of Peoples Commissars into office with an enoriruous majority.
---------- 1 \ __ >

Thereupon the Seconf All-Russian COngress of Soviets was dissolved,

so that the members might hurry to their hom.es in the four corners of

Russia, and tell of the great happenings.'

Ten days of/^evolutifon that had shaken the world were over. But the Civil war

with mutinous generals, and the wars of intervention by forces of many of

the imperialist poweres was just beginning. The almost bloodless period
e.r)fe>d

o the revolution was rwsa;, and the era of war and bloodshed to maintain it

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

[ a n d  A F T E R W A R D S T J  .. . ■
/ C(ih&r- a co«*pWe, J) -fie.

It was not my intention here to g i v e / a ^ u O *  history of the Russian

revolution, or an account of the seventy years of Soviet power which have

followed it. My intention ha<^ been why the annual memorial
/ Uae .

"-JflinafiSSSaSK*"0 ! that revolution , from the very beginning, an international 

celebration o^ a apart, special and unique to all socialists, and all 

who dream or organise for a new age of freedom for the common people.

Y e t, to complete the explanation of

• -celebration oT

international



^ n^AA/^V^-

ik - Seventy years after all, though

it is less than the life span of many people still alive today, is a consid- 
/ p t w  v«q

erable/t^j-me in pur age of rapid change, and rapid development.

No ^ a r  blBVfHVVm tfAJ. 4t4 Soviet power can be made without heavy emphasis

on the debilitatiUng destructive influences vtvruni'hH of war - or perhaps 

more correctly, wars - wars which were not of Soviet making^but were jS6» 

upon it from both inside and for the exclusive

purpose of destroying the Sovietjifundoing every change Soviet power had

brought about, and returning the country to. n i ^ S l  T) —  — ► of the ancient^
vjlvif/, k w  vw\ ̂ 1̂  duck ►

creak ^ p  m. the Soviets HvJ/l^p^vU.
*rfc*e ■»  tfi1

Soviet power struggle against the Great War of 1914-18.
<rV«r

The first deed of Soviet power was to call, the heads of gover]|nements ,

to the peoples of the*brld- to end the war. Yet/the first major task of 
^  a

WVvt Soviet government was to summon battered, war-weary people back to

arms £m defencW M4C the revolution; to musterpi a people's army against ihh*

hyena packs, which fell upon the*state from all corners of the compass,
U>lH* . _

A encourage/ and finance^ rrom the ftUa

irvlv^ classesqf all iUvs imperialist* m b m m m .  The first test of the fryyfrvttiwiiyibt« c l as s es q f a

the revolution and of Soviet power was its ability to m w m w »  
ular / TMt Uf i H^ijiii ll n i

rmin n »■ i ■■ n' people/lM^iabt «*MilaSiISSiidAfi«MC
V© f\gbh ys4-ouQ©un> *Ws i'M'vis +v\£ir OtV W  c£yp»Wy, Htfvr fivw .
■mi.. i 1-ift nhi l - -Vb " r - r - '  —  i " T P U r  inri ,aiT.Min«a fld i .if.. p J t o m a fr

WSP. ptfV-ntfUsM

That first test ended in a triumph of/arms, and/t'he routing of the invaders. 

Uobody can ever vanquish a people' Lenin/ 'Mofct of those workers

and peasants have come to know, feel and see that they are defendin^heir 

own Soviet power., that they are defending a cause the triumph of which 

will enable them and their children to enjoy all the benefits of culture,

1 all the creations of human labour.
"*■“ *,/ ./ u h*K
.... . liy,, When war enfded in 1921, the counter-revolutionary armies

/ om<X suu&Aa/s
broken and dispersed/ the foreign tiMAwn driven out, the country

lay in ruins - road and rail networks shattered, large tracts of agriculural

land laid waste, towns and villages battered, industries crippled,th p w n ih lain
/ 0 n\y ^  ̂ 2-1, ̂ ov\e-V

V  / rmmimt
i i < a  Ui fc-: -*■» / \ c  neWle\ o n e  suxfb

,________ /C ... . . . _____  ,
■ n w P i i n  started from the lowest
m  I luwfc-: /\c> neWilel \̂xMrj /rwliicet— rKe

ebb, a R a m ^  of the Earth's surface, and/one tenth
„  *jV G*rUv*

*peop / ioU ,  4 *  W - J  u w u
Eighteen years later , <  bfCfa 1939, once 

/  Scut'ef ' r
again/priority had to be given to military preparations!$#^*l«tfw«*»cn»ftiiim (

, - J 6v\cC fOL&ex*v̂
' \ “ i 1 — v i ir- -f 1 ' Mnrr m nii*"» frorn 1941 ,/invacKw

\T\*as tv̂ , J
foreign armies begar jiw deliberate ^destruction of everything

Soviet power had built - laying waste rtft main grain-producing lands,
/AlW

systematic destnjjyWW^ Jtk ts industrial plants, I*** smashing fm ^%*ce. <=^*^ #

i • communications. Before Soviet morale and discipline coul /ofei3ffM4r
^  civft/
the German invad©rje and drive them out of Soviet teritory, six million

citizens were dead, including a large part of the vital generation of young men



HvH-vv v .

wU>
« w s e  would have

c2t£»*s<jme.cl the main burdens of Soviet/Ionstruction, had they lived. Those war years
<. — -------

of 1941 -46 more than fVM lost years ; • t h e y rU*I* years of t4tH reversal C&̂sWuChĉ.
and destruction of all the -hat had gone before.

Yet the Soviet people emerged from the unimaginable suffering and destruction 
/ ’Stfll

of the Second World W^r/with i/M  the energy and belief in their future to fruiimiiiipi th

once again, to reconstrcut what had been destroyed^*

and/to pass on beyond to new levels in all fields of life. That once again
/-fk©

is testimony to the strength, the flexibility and the morale oySoviet system.

],*M»Hpiw*jWith full recognition of the setbacks of wars - how then does the

record of Soviet socialism ftt* stand?

There are the triumphs.

•  There is now a t**k. Soviet Union of free republics enjoying full legal and
/Compcs&d  « r  <=* Vrx&s&j rrzCQ.

social equality, in place of the old Empirehr$  ̂ "wsnfnr i;n a n .f|<g rinrgniiftrwij and

M  grossly exploited, nationally oppressed

nations. National oppression dsn inequality haK5.been banished/National

rights and equality ane enshrined, iff U il law. ^

ft Land, mines , factories, transport services and powers supplies JtiV&vQvD VVwete-ftC.

property of the whole people, producing goods tm -nr r mj 1 iji ' fri 1 ~ ̂

r xfi accordance with decisions elected Soviet bodies'necat. t *vk~\c> v/v\«& .
of.state/ Private ownership, whose onhly purpose was to produce private profit 
-V-kv-cwk pruMfct is '
u!.Hin.iili,niTj!uJ>>%û u flu'w 1 'I .«- ? * ^  rl l»»fr!■
gone for ever.

The old class divisions which made some few into 'masters' and the rest into

'men', 'servants' whose W H m duty was to labour as commanded, has disappeared, 
f fewer cuv̂ (

together with the/institutions of private ownership of capital on which they 

were based.
ooMaujecl

Legal and traditional discrimination)^ against women been VL'i/Vfct&fttasu

inAll fields of life and work ■ .̂.r- ■>-„

'r- ■11 ■ ■ " "iiiii in̂ i.i ■«- "i F<£>ual opportunity is guaranteed by law.
c.i'ĉ d,

'From the cradle to the grave', a n’Stwork of social services/nftfl

open to all, free, without regard to 'ability to pay' - nurseries 3fa# nursery

schools, universal education^ th y i o . f o i m jfttr guaranteed work for

----- life, ana guaranteed health care, sickness insurance, holiday pay and old-age

~  pensions.

f VTfTe "in' M. i,war-battered economy and industry j t f k hase been raised
/ WG

from the lowest levels to advanced in some cases, as in space traveler

1 1 jle-the mo sit advanced levels* tAAAM, t̂ =craa=r indards of comfort^ 

times.
, a* / people cv\ ck level

■̂ fctfril^and ̂ prosperity for JQO* *vrvvm undreamt of in former time

ihe chauvinism and vo.c.€/fa hatreds of the old empire have ;i;one, replaced
1 /ijWwmil <kicpla.vcrl vw o#\

by a new socialist-inspired internationalism,

unwavering search for roads t< 
f i5 e*wfnegly.

a i d m .wiwh -no peoples ê

ads^to world peace, Self-sacrificing

everywhere who struggle against the odds for



their own freedom. We South Africans, and our liberation strugu&Jiê , lll— ri„..
are amongst the beneficiaries fri - - - t7,V,L '

material, political and diplomatic a:'. ’ b Jfrf ^ .

[J7here* are .the^p and nsnv^other triumphs of Soviet power. Socialism has

realised many of the dreams and hopes mankind has held for i t . Q v d y ^  vwuck 
re^awAfc be 6e*c- H- *s c* beotortiog, yet- a/y\ ■

V W  • f~~ But fo r  rnani' « S B > t » socialists ■ ■ w H f  i nmm there has been dismay

i hai /'that Soviet socialism ha^ not been a uniform, seamLpss

triumphal progress, without blemishes - ^ p e r f e c t  social system
o f  + ^ €  4 r c o ^ i  o v  -f-he. fc>l -fv-on

textbook of utopia. Real life has not been like that. There have been moatry

triumphs $ but there have also been pockets of failure, of error, 

of 

nor
\ /o* o r  cri'Mtr*, . ih  « c  . u n t il «'v\*AtlcoM<A

Irttfwnptfww'f :ndifference/ r'Vnvi . . , j . 1 k t 'Tm 1 . -in"V 1
rTO>lCcc{c C T Q C W  T>OCielj' . L^nrt I ~t'V»Ar 'Time , rr£ f L*x>re Ur,S. \v>

T^nlj/y by pVoo«ers v̂̂ ps or «=»»gvN̂ os\̂  , /
^  We committed follies enough in and around the Smolny period (1917/18)’

I Lenin tolfi the 9th Congress of the Communist Party. 'There is nothing

to be ashamed of. How WEEe we to know, seeing that we were undertaking

somethingAbsolutely new? We tried first one way, then another. We swam

with the current, because it was impossible to distinguish right from

wrong; that requires time.

Naturally there have been failures, and disasters, some

of which have left deep scars still not healed. Land reform has produced

negative aspects, resulting in shortages in the town shops. Industrial

reforms have produced inefficiencies of waste, unsold and unsellable »oods
Uxum l\aut Ic&Asi ttH-wecl i <=wu£ sra*\c(£>\*>(c ciepsw^a <k~̂ vvn ■

not wanted by the market# ■■ 1 -»— on. The? catalogue of such blemishes on 
c\cW»€Vir>« -n*v€-
**h f*'*wVvr» triumphs have been many, blazoned out by the bourgeois press

everywhere, as though they the death of socialism, rather than the n ,,
Ik *vV\e oacvwcf tU. % $ea?lrs

growing pains of its/development. Even as WTCT^frlL.-iliiiiiir nrn tenVmlwo -

o n  t trying, as Lenin said, first one way, th^en another - the overall advance 

proceeds

j m k



(B)
The building of socialism is not a simple mechanical task which will proceed

as programmed as long as fuel is added to the motor. It is a breath-taking

human endeavour| to create a world in accordance with t d e s i r e s ?

in the end it depends on the will, expertise, wisdom and daring of the

people who undertake it.

Builders of socialism, like people in every age and country,

inherit not only their material world but also attitudes, beliefs

and impulses from their past. That inheritance they carry with them^ tfflb

mountain climbers carry their back-packs. Those backpacks are stocked with
»r>

implements which assist the heights; but they/serve

vVwv as a dead-load on shoulders, slowing down ascent, threatening

to pull/Wnft back.

■'earners of the socialist dream may have imagined that

socialism would, by some mystic process, instantaneously rid the builders 
/ ?rodoof

of theiD unwanted. hangovers from an outmoded past, and ywnovCTle an'instant
I 1new genfcr^tion unburdened with avyrestraining back-pack. Experience, which

has taught the socialist movement so much else, teaches us that Wh/W -steli
o&\r of"

tx dream is indeed fantasy, accord with what happens in the real
I,

world. the working-class past has ^Laejg the Soviet people

*<? abundant i v i iniin.-mti revolutionary confidence, determination and passion^ 

which helps them propel the Soviet Union forward to the building of oy 

WVyvfc society which conforms closely to their ideals. But it ^

] them nrite itw remnants of tyw tr&r&w** inheritance from the

past - the remains of bureaucracy and authoritarianism, the remains of racism
/ r<zv*\CK\n&

and sexisism, t h o f  selfishness, carelessness, indifferrice.

■Pfe dead-loads on the shoulders of the Soviet people grow less with time.

They separated from the backward past by only a few generations?
/Oto.<A

many citizens/ leaders still alive today who grew up in that/past. Only now, .
fzeu&rto2re<A. £/fcrwi -\V\cJr

seventy years on, two wars on, is a nev/ generation *fii
iji itil iii , to the forefront of the Soviet mwarn life.

It require^time, as Lenin said, to see right from wrong when engaged in

s o m e t h i n g / i t  requires also determination and will to change from right to

wrong when what is wrojmg is proved ; it is always easier, less demanding
/ 1 posf ^  <pt

topersist with wn ways when the alternative is Ph step

unknown, unmapped future.
c*-

Yet it is precisely tep of ■ ■ ■■ ■■■ vmvm . -,to wt unmapped
P'C’^ ^ p s  ^  f o H l  f o r  yv\tfvv\.|Cv*ck •— ^

territory v/here socialism pM »m  j /hich the Soviet state and people

/ ' Y\OUJ
again embarking. Once again, they break new ground towards the futucr^ 

guided only b; experience, by iarxist understanding, and tftifcW

S i  r Communist dedication and discipline.

Now, seventy years on from that first great revolutionary leap of November 

7th,-they are striking boldly forward, under the nev/ v/atch-words of glasnost’



and 'perestroika’, and the leading rein of the Communist Party and the 

Soviets.

The people who made the great break-through to socialism for the first 

time are once again on a world-shaking exercise

blaze a path for all mankind, and make the passage to socialism easier, 

less hazardous^for all of us who will - in our own moment of history - follow.

------ * -------  r  I I K  Q  , 1 ■ • ■■j.-ppf |-V.f

-•Ca.i--̂.iac n m ^ n r i v n V  n-fP..a*uB nfir

A conscious, all-out assault is under way against the negative hang-overs 

from the past. Mew ways of tackling problems of socialist development are 

being devised and put in place^ to replace vkyv which were, perhaps, adequate 

for the early age of socialism, but which can no longer serve the socialist 

society of today - a society v/ell-educated, stable, prosperous, industrialised, 

and standing at the frontiers of high technology.

While we outside remember and celebrate the birth of the socialist dream, 

they are already setting out on another great venture towards the completion 

of the socialist reality, its golden age.

Seventy years on'.

Hail to the Soviet pioneers of socialism'

Hail to the people and Party of the U.S.S.R.

Toussaint.

1987.

ENDS.

Footnotes:

m/s Page 2. Villein: a mediaeval term for rural serfs, bound to the land 

vreyfcto and obliged to provide labour service without further pay 

at the direction of the landlord. Not unlike South African 

farm squatters.

Page 25. Lenin had shaved off his beard when forced to hide in disguise 

during the persecution of the revolutionaries before November.

Page 2-4. All quotations referring to the meeting of the Second Congress 

of Soviets, here and on following pages, from Johnm Reed's 

'Ten Days that Shook the World.' - the finest eye-witness accounts 

of the days of the revolution.
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