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SIMAHL.A MSANE - I NFORMANT 

18.3. 70. 

r 1<-<- 0L ·_ E-s ; k-ho~V\. ; 

Umntfhwane nk.hosi Ndlela waphuma Ka Zombode 

Ndlela was a prince who came from Zombode royal kraal 

inkhosike yase i ms ikela lapha was i kelwa yink.h osi 

The King gave him land. That King was 

Ngwane yamletsa la, kungenamuzi l a , Waqalake 

Ngwane. He came here at a time when there was no kraal. He started 

building it. 

~wakha, kwekuyindawo ehlezi enggkwkhe lw a ngumnntu 

It was an empty country without a kraal. 

kwema. 

That was the end. (1) • 

Question A. 

You have not told us who that was. 

Njani phe l a loku ajula wazala Man~lazi inkosana 

This is how it went. Majula fathered Mandlazi, his hel r(2) 

yakhe - andl azike waz ala pha t hwako, uphathwako 

Mandlazi was the father of Phatwako. Phatwako 

wa zala uNdl ave l a , dlave leke waz ala loke 

was father of Ndlavela. Ndlavela was father of the present 

fornubi. kuye make lapho. 

fomubi. That is the end. 

(l)ie. of the story. 
(2)ie. andlazi was. 
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Question B 

How were they treated? When did they come here after they were sent 

home by the King? 

Aha, kwabate solo bahlezi lapho babekwa khona. 

No there wai nothing bad. They are still living in the same place 

hereo 

Question c. 
You say they came from Zombodze. But before they came here die 

they belong to the King's kraali 

1 
Njengesi S~azi ngithemine ngumntfhwanenkhosi •• loNcl'ela. 

According to Swazi custom I said he was a prince: that is this 

Ndlela. 

~uestion D. 

Tell us how and when the Swazis came here, bec ause we are told 

that they came throught Esha selweni? 

Njengobeke ngimnc ane kanggaka ngiz akwazi 

Since I am very young hew can you expect me to 

kanjani? ngiyezwa ngendaba uKuthi owef i ka 

know? I am told that one who came 

kuqala wakhonza l endawo ngu Nggw ane i nkhosi. 

first to occupy this Pl ace was King Ngwane. 

Ngizwa ngendaba nkuthi ngu Ng gwane . 

This I am told: that it was Ngwane. 

~uestion E 

Where did he set t le? 

Nj engobe kunguka Nggwane 

As you 

Question F 

Where did he live? 



abeijlala kaZombode 

He lived at Zombode 
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eShiselweni nakwa Lobamba naka Hhohho imizi 

at Eshiselweni, Lobamba and IiftEtli'M Hhohho 

yenkosi 1 n giyaziko 

These •XB were the royal kraals I know. 

l.t!Uc stion G1 

These old kr aals of Hhohho eShiselweni, Lobamba, Zombode, where are 

they? 

Zakwa Hhohho nasi sihl·hla sivela 

':Che kr aal called Hhohho is there by that tr eE: which ap pears. 

Question H 

Hhohho? 

Yebo nasi sihlahla nasi sivela 

Yes, thattree which appears. 

Question I 

The green tree? 

lesi e s i l uhla t a kus et i ndzaleni aHhohho ekhaya 

~Ue green tree, that is the old plac e call l Hhohhoo 

Ka Lobambake nakuya, naso sikhotsha na se s ivela 

Lobamba is over there where you see that tall grass. 

na so siknotha nayin t a t j ana i yineanenje nayi 

that tall gras ~ where thU"' i~ a small hill over there 

nayi nayi ngaphambidlana inezihlahla ezindateni 

this one, t h is one, a little f urther which has some tree s is the 

old place, 

KaLobamba lap:ija kw auekwa uSobhuza khona 

called Lobamba wher e Sobhuza L wa s made Ki ng . 
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Omdala wa bekwa la, wathutha la wakha 

The old Lobamba was built here. It was again removed and rebuilt. 

ko Ntjingila phezulu. 

at Ko tjingila. 

C( uestiop J. 

Did Somhlolo leave this place and go to Ntjimgila? 

We suku KoNtjingila waya emkhondvo 

He left KoNt jingila and went to Mkondo River, 

Ebuseleni, wesuka Ebuseleni wakha la ka­

Ebuseleni (1). He left Ebuseleni and went to 

Kempa la liikhona. Ka Kempa --­

Kemp 's store. (2) 

Question K Where we say old Lobamba is? 

Ehe Ka5obhuzake omdala 
' 

Ye~ , that was Sobuza's old Kraal. 

Question L 

vhat i s t he name of this mountain that we see in front of us? 

.i.. .... use ikhaleni e Gundvwane le, enkulu 

The name is eSikhcleni se Gundvwane (3) , and the big one 

le emhl oshane kus eNtun jeni ye Gundwane l e 

the wh,t e one eNdunjeni ye Gundvwane (4) 

l e nguku nhlongiw na l e --- Ehe , nguLuhlongwane 

This is Luhlongwane - Eh it is Luhlongwane. 

Inkhosi naluqhamuka lusekwane enhlanganweni 

When the Lusekwane app eared a t 

(1) 
(2) 
~ 3) 
\ 4) ,... 

Present day kraal name. 
i.e. Mahlany a 
at t h e mouse '~ pass i. e . 
at the mouse's hole. 

it is nar ro'W. 
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yema ~ha tha ne govumo nak)cy a nga l e , luqhamuka 

*B~a 1 aqhatha near govuma on the other side , the King when it appeared 

lusekwane luhambanga l e I nqhamuka l a e i nkhos i 

r epitition -

yayibe s ey i ma phezul u l a en t aben i seyiyalubuka 

The King us ed tostand on top of these mountains to look at the 

boys carrying the Lus ekwane . 

luqh amuku ngesik.h a l a -- l u sekwan e . 

The t oys used to come through the nountain passes. 

~uestion M. 

incwala was celebrated here? 

E, kwa ugi dvwinc wa l a --

Ye s incwala was celebrated here. 

1.tues tion N. 

Was t l at in SmiJl.l:ilii bornhlolo's time? 

KuSomhlolo . Sewuyesuka usuka nya !\. ONt j i ngila . 

Yes, it was Sornhlolo's ~ime . Then he l eft to go to KoNtjingila. 

uestion 0. 

Wh ere was it situ~ted - at KoNtjingila? 

Waka entabeni l: ur qongo nawubona ku Ma so ka Ph ezulu • 
.s 

It was situated on the .iltijlllIDch qon go Mounta in a :: you look at Na4oka (1) 

1,1uestion P 

Did he build the same Lobcmb a? 

Wal!h.a wa j a Lobamba - - wa ka urnb eka anye wasuya 

Yes it was still Lobamba . He built a kraal which '&as remo ved shortly, 

and went 

(1 ) i ,e, Jhen you look to,-iards the kr aal named l a soka you can 
see this mountain. 
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Phuma, ibambene phela noZulu nabe~uthu , naye 

out. The fight was on with the Zulus and the 8othos. He 

ef uqa abe uthu M noZulu efuga yena wase uyo 

pushed the Suthosand the Zulus pushed him. He then 

h l a l ake evi.khondvo, i aphuma e v1. khondvoke w enz a 

settled on the kondo River; he left I'1kondo and built 

umbekakanye wayohola kaKempa - la ukhonake 

a kraal which was shortly removed and went to Mr.Kemp's store who 

you are (1) 

Ka Lobamba Lomdal a nyalo . 

'*. the present old Lobamba. 

1.i!Ues tion Q 

Wh er e at Mkhondvo was Lobamba situated? 

guLonamba sol o uh amba nawo i ngani 

This was Lobamt a being built every time wher e t he King was bec ause 

Ph ela yinc wa la solo yinc wa l a kugi dvwincwal a 

incwala was still inc wala o be celebr a ted (~). 

K (,! ue stion R 

~ncwala was still celebr a t ed a t Lobamba? 

Ehe. 

Yes. 

Que stion S 

Where exactly was it situa t ed at Mkhondo? 

Angat i kutshi n guKu phi ng iy eva kona kutshi 

I do not know the exact.spot. I hear that 

(1) 
(2) 

i.e. th e questioner 
i,e. Lobamb a is the only place where incwala could be 
celebrated, so Lobamba had to be re~uilt ev ery time . 
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Wakha eMkhondvo Wa susuka khona laya 

he built at kondo. He left t here and 'W ent 

KaLob amba omdala Se'Wuya'Wuphakake 'W aka Hhohho • 

to old Lobamba. He further went on to HoHo. 

Wuest ion T. 

Was Hhohho still this Hhohho here? 

Ehe, se"Wuvusa lo. 

Yes he rebuilt this same Hoho. 

St! Uestion U 

We have been told of Hhohho and Lo bamba 

e &hiselvieni ungale kwanansiya intaba 

Eshis elviani kr aal is on the other s ide of that mounta in. 

0 
la viash is'Wa ba kwa Zulu khor. a ngale, knuli:Klm kulesi.tlo. 

wheE e it was burnt down by the Zulus, where there is a store. 

Question V 

At the store 'Wher e all the Chiefs meet? 

Ehe, nganenoke kwenkundleni , nganenoke, 

Yes, a little to this side of th e chief's mee ting plac p. This side--

nyobonake nawuthi udlula esitulo se'Wuyakhona •• 

You see 'When you are just pa ssing the s t ore, then you ar e clo se to 

the spot o 

1.tues t ion W 

I once got to this place 0nd f ound th e ma in hut still st anding? 

o, kusenkundleni l apho •• 

o, tha t i s the Chiefs' mee ting plac e . (1) 

(1) i.e. not the exact spot but t he c hiefs ~ meeting pl ac e . 
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(,/uestion X 

Was that the Chiefs' p lace~ 

K.usenkundleni. 

This is the chiefs' mee ting place. 

1:i: ue stion Y 

I s it where th ere ar e swamps? 

Ay i, kuphambili kakhulu lapho, kunganeno k.hona. 

No that it very far: the palce is this side. (1) 

ako esitolo kul aphoke 

It is at t he store. 

Etindza leni kaZombodze nazo izihlahla ngale 

The old Zombodze is on the other side of t hose trees. 

i..: uestion Z 

On t he o th ~ r sid e? 

Ngale nazo izihlahla le 

On t he other s i de of t hose tr ee s. 

Phezulu ngale, ngale kak.hu l u nguka Zombodzeke. 

On t op of the mounta in, but on the other side is all Zombodze. 

Imizi yenkosi 4. 

Roy al kra als are 4. 

Que st ion Al. 

Let me try to r emember them , (1) This Hhohho, where th er e is a tr ee 

( 2) Lobamba ther e (6) h iselw eni on t he other side (4) Zombodze 

over there. Are t he se King s" kr ··als? 

Yebo yenkhosi. 

Yes, they are Roy al kr aa ls. 

(1) i.e. of the sw amp s : t he swamps ar e near the Ch i ef s' 
mee ting place. 
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£i.Yew t ion Bl. 

Where in these kraals did Sornhlolo's fath er live? 

Wayehlala eShiselweni, Phela uyise waSo.tnhlolo ngu 

He lived at E~hi~elweni: remember that the father of Somhlolo was 

Nduungunya --- way e lhla l le eShi sel weni E . 

Ndungunya --- He lived at Eshiselweni. 

1s:u estion Cl. 

Did he die at Esh is elweni? 

Angaz ike l apho afela Khona . Nggwane 

I do not know t11e exact kra al XkUllX where Ngwane died. 

incwal a wayigidza kwa Zombodz e . 

the incwala was celebr&ted a t Zombodze. 

Question Dl. 

So Ngwane lived at ZomLodze? 

E, inc ~ ala la pho abeyi gi dza khona 

Yes, he celebr a ted incwala there. 

13u estion El. 

3S Ngwane father of Ndvungunye? 

Ehe , Ndvnngunye unga tsh i incwal a way ig idza e~hiselweni . 

Yes, Ndungunya celebrat ed incw ~la at Eshiselweni. 

i.t uestion Fl. 

Who celebrated incwala at Hhohho? 

Cha , Kuze phel a ngoba l amakho s i a l a k i tsh i mab i li 

No, at HhoHHo there was no incwala t hat was celebr a t ed Lecause 

we had only iz t wo Kings. 

Al apha ez i n t ab eni zakithi za l apha ~z ikhothen i 

These are here at Ezikhotheni.(l) 

(1) i.e. ~e~e buried at Esikhotheni. 
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mabili ngu ~ ggwane , n gu Ndvunguny a bobabili 

The two kings were Ngwane and Nd ungunya. That was 

kuphela --- la ehL ilaneni USobhuzake 

all here at Mbilaneni. Sobuza then 

Wafela Ka Hhohho walahlwa eDlangeni. o,Cha , 

died at Hhohho and was buried at Ehlangeni. Oh no -

ngiyaphazama wa fe lo KaHhohho waba lela 

I mixed up. He died a t Hhohho amd decayed 

eDl ang eni wase uya tfhw a l wa uya e ashobeni 

at ~h langeni. Then he was carried to Mashobeni. 

Waphindza nod swati loSobhuza uzal' ui1swazi 

~ swati also becau Ee Sobuza was father of Mswati. 

UM swaz i ke wafel a khona le, watfhw alwa futshi 

Mswati also died over there (a) and was carried 

warongcvia t j wa khona l a edashobeni, U ubandeni­

to be buried here at ru~ ashobeni. Mbandz eni 

ke yenake wa thwa l wa kwavi mba imphi yema 

ied and was car r ied, and was stopped by the Boer soldiers. 

Bhunu wa l ahhwake ez i ntaben i z~1khondo. 

Then he was buried in the Mountains of Mkondo. 

l,!uestion Gl 

Did he not reach Emashobeni? 

Cha, akef ika nga e1•1ashobeni kwavimba impi yema bhunu , 

No he didn't reach tv ashobeni. He wa s stopped by the boer soldiers 

nama Ngisi kwabonakal a kutshi &n geze ahamba 

and the English. Apparently he could not go through, 

kahle lor bandeni walahlwa emayayeni eMkhondvo. 

ihsmxthis Mb andzeni. He was buried in one of the forests where there 

are caves. 
(1) i.e. at Hhohho . 
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Question Hl 

Is this known to all Swazis? 

I yaziwa kakhulu. 

Yes it is very well known. 

Question Il 

We would like to know the spot, so that the place is preserved and 

does not get lost. 

Lapha kitshi ngisho nelitje lika Ngwane l apha 

In this area even the rock of Ngwane where 

e 
abed l ala khona lomf ana liyaz i wa lingalke eNyonyane . 

he played as a boy, it is well known. It is beyond, in the Union (1) 

liyaz i wa lingaleke eNyonyane , lingal e lapho 

it is over there 

way ed l al a khona liyisi khehlen j e lilapha phezulu 

whe r e he play ed - on a hill with lots of Loulders piled on it. 

wayekhwela adlal e khona emagwadbu Ngwane 

He used to climb amd play using rocks f or cattle 

Lendaw o inga l e ng e Godl wako kuth i wa etj en i la N g g~ ane . 

This place is on the other side of Godlwako. It is called the rock 

of Ngwane. 

1s1 ue stion Jl. 

hat did he play there~ 

ayed l al a ama gwadl a eng),Ullfana 

He JaiJ~~x play edwith rocks t hat were meant to be cattle( 2) He was 

a boy. 

(1) i.e. the Republic. 
(2) Stones that were used by young boys to represent cattle. 
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1,1uestion K)_ 

What ~ere these amangwadla? 

Aman gwadl a ama tje yiz inkomo ••• am gwadl a y i z i nkomo wayelusa 

Amagwadla were stones meant to represent cattle. He hereed %lax•~ these~ 

wona l amatje elusi le elus e l amagw adl a ezinkomo lo Ngw aneke . 

stones that were called Amagwadla . This was Ngwane. 

Question 11. 

We are told that on top of this mountain of Ngwane there is a bath 

that collected water? 

Ehe akhona l amanz i ngoba likhulu l elinguboze tje 

Yes there was water because this rock resembles a bath. 

liy ema l amanzi l awa a ekhwela ag eze khona 

Water collects there and he used to bathe in it. 

ad l a l e khona - Ngwane . 

He also played there. 

(q(ue st ion Ml o 

ho was the fath er of Ngwane? 

Awu , angi ozike loyis e ngaz i n j e ukuth i owa yekhonz e lelizw e n gu I gwane . 

Oh , I do not knovl his fath er. hat I do know is that he was Lhe 

first to oc cupy this part of the country . 

Question Nl . 

Because we hear of Dlamini , Dwabasilutfuli? 

Baleke, baleke labo Dvwaba si lu tf huli t aka Nyawo 

They are th ere , they are there these Dvwaoasilutfhu l i, they are at 

Nyawo. 
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Dvwaba s i l u t fhuli ngazi kahle naDl am ini - baka Nyaw o 

I know very well Dvwaba silutfhuli and Dlamini. They are at Nyawo. 

Obonjeni njengob a nz'Wa ukuthi, 11 Nine nag edza Lubombo ngekuhlehle tel a , 

Ehe 
' 

11 I I I I I I I I 

On the Lubombo asyou hear the saying II rine nagedza Lubombo ngekuhlehletel 

repeat. (1) 

ku sh iwo leke. 

This r efers t o that pl a ce a long the Lubombo. 

1:tuestion 01. 

Were those Dlamini and Dvwabasilutfhuli? 

.,. ebo 

Yes. 

t,:uewtion Pl. 

Where wer e they buried? 

Khona eLubon j eni Ka Nyawo . 

Over ther e at the Lubombo at Nyawo. 

Qu Estion Ql .• 

Is th is Nya~o place in Swaziland or on the other side \of the bor der? 

Inga le, ngi~o phe la l emilLJ ndvo l e sol o s iyibanga les i wufunako. 

It is on the other side. The1rn are the places at the border that 

we want. 

1,1 ue stion Rl. 

Wha t are other things and places t hat were l eft on ~he other side of 

t he bor der? 

n gema ngc ~ a ba phe lo l a l angal e • 

We have burial places which are on the other s i de . 

(1) you who ran along th e Lubombo ( a saying used from one 
Dlamini to anothe r even t onay) 



- 14 -

Questiqn Sl. 

Those rema ined? 

gema nqcwa ba l a sal a nga l e . 

~hose were royal graves that r ema ined. 

Wuestion Tl. 

Do we have other buri 1 places t hct wer e left in the Republic? 

Awu, unga sho kud l ula kaNy awo l apho kutshiwa 

Oh yes - you pas s through Nyawo country which is called 

Nguka Mhlabuyalingana khona en t ansi njengobe 

hlabuyalingana (1) below the mounta in 

~bona na l uLunhongolo lapha lu t shandz a kuhlangana 

as you see the Pongola River where it meets 

ne Lusutf u khona selo nguye Ngwane waruah l aba t sh i 

the Usutu. There it is still called Ngwane of Mahlaba tshi (2) 

n j e t. gobe uy eva kutsh i wa g-wane wahahl c. ba tsh i. 

as you hear the saying Ngwane wa Mahlaba tshi. 

Selo kutsh iw a ngu Ng gwane wru•1ahlaba t sh i selo ku-

XlClllXJXHX Even today we still say he is l gwane of ·1ahlabatshi.All this 
l 

hiwo l awo mahlaba tsh i ~ wuv ake. 

refers t o those sandypl aces. 

Question _Ul_ 

What was the extent of their kingdom in th e East - as far as Portuguese 

East Africa? 

Phe l a kukhona l apho ngitsh i u lwazi lwami lugcina 

There is a pl ace where my knowledge ends, 

(1 ) means a flat country 
(2) King Ngwane is ref erred to a ~ thi ~ - the word means flat , 

sandy soil: i.e. Ngwane came f rom an area of this. 
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khona Ngekuhlala kw ami esangweni na lamakhe 

according to what I collect from royal people and the old ~am,lB~ men 

h l a l amadz ala uyatike kuhla la e sangweni baya 

with head rings. You know what happens when one lives with important 

people. They 

khuluma l abadzalauyancutsha nawungumf ana l.mm:ik lohlaka n i phile 

talk and a young boy learns f rom them if he is wise. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: A2760 

Collection Name:    Swaziland Oral History Project, 1967-1993 
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location: Johannesburg 
©2016 

 
 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 
People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 
This document forms part of a collection, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


