
THE TREASON ARRESTS
4-CITIZENS OF SOUTH AFRICA !

140 men tad women of all n o a  have been arrerted and aceuaed of treaeoa. They hare been refuaed
bail tad an  in^ieiaooed in the Johannesburg Fort Tberr cmte opens on December. l®th at the Dnil nail 

(Oppoare U*i<* • Ground* )
They will pW d "NOT GUI1.TY" to the charge of treaaon.

WHO ARE THE ACCUSED?
The** who are accused are well known |>eople in South African public life- They include:
Chief Albert Luthuli, Presi-lent-Gencral of the Afncaa National CaoffMB.

• Dr. O. M. Naicker, Preeident of the South Afnemn Indian CongreM.
Mr. E. September, President of the Routh African Coloured People’s Organisation 
Mr. PeUr Beyleveld, President of the South African Congress at Democrat.
Mr. 1 reha Manna, Secretary of the South African Congreea of Trade Union*.
Mr«. Lilian Ngoyi, President, A.N.C. Womens League.
Mr*. Helen Joaeph, National Secretary, Federation of South African W 
Mr. Oliver Tambo, Secwtary-General of the African National Congress.
Rev. J. S. Calata, Vioe-President Inter-denominational African Minuter*' Federation.
Rev. Doug Ian Thompson, President of the South African Peace Council 
They include: a membei{ of Parliament, Mr. \/ea Lre-Warden. The Anting Principal of Fort Harr 
Umver»ty, Profe*or Z. K. Matthew*. they include doctor*, housewives- clergymen, trade unionist* 
workers, businessmen African, Indian, Coloured and White

WHO HAS ACCUSED THEM?

The accusers are the frightened men of the Nationalist Goferninent, who fear the democratic faith 
of the Congress movement, and its call to all South Africans, to work tog4her for liberty — democracy 

for *11-
The accusers are the men who turn the clock back to dark ages with the cry of ‘apartheid’ to covn 

their crimes of Group Areas Act, of passes for women, of Bantu Education and of the rai>c of the 
Constitution. *

The accusers are the men whose only loyalty is to fascism and the police state, where all “hall foe 
silenced into obedience and oppression of the Non-White people shall lie multiplied and remultiplied.

These are the accusers 

WHAT DO THE ACCUSED STAND FOR?

We are not concerned here with any verdict which may lie given for or against the accused. 
That is for the courts to decide on the charges that have been laid and we cannot even comment on the 

case.
We can however see to it that people are not intimidated or lulled into inactivity because a 

trial is proceeding again?: their leaders. We can see to it that they are inspired to greater activity in defence 
of their rights — to resist oppression. Passes for Women, Group Areas Removals, the I.C. Act.

See what our leaders stand for:
The accused men and womrn have many faiths and differing s-wial beliefs. But they fharc one thing 

m common -  they believe in EQUALITY- DEMOCRACY and PEACE
They have proved through years of work and sacntiee, for the Gongnss movement, lor trade unton< 

for women's and peace organisations the sin sincerity of their beliefs.
They stand for the aims of Congiess.
For equal rights and opportunities for all people- and an end to colour bars.
For democratic rights and liberties anil an end to Nationalist suppression.
For better living — working conditions for all people, and an end to poverty and want.
They are people who have led in the fights against apartheid and racialism, against oppression and dis

crimination. . . .
They have refusrd to be terrorised into silence by the open 'hreais, persecution and police raids ot

the Nationalist Government! . . . .
But, on the political plane- it is the people of South Africa who have to judge between the prin

ciples of the fascist-minded Government of Strydom. Swart and Verwoerd and Donges, and the noble 
ideas of the men and women of the Congress mo\ rment.

We have confidence and faith in our imprisoned leaders.
We call upon the people of South Africa, White and Black to keep faith with those who have kept 

faith to them.

STAND UP FOR THE CAUSE OF DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM!

STAND RY OUR ARRESTED LEADF-HS! ;»
OBSERVE DECEMBER 19th AS A DAY OF D E D I C A T 1 O N TO THE .CAUSE 

OF LIBERTY!
In Johannesburg rally to the Drill Hall, ♦ Opposite I. nion Grounds) l')(h Docembet, 1956. 

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY — demonstrate your support, hold meeting and rallies, 

on December 19th.
STAND RY OUR LEADERS! STAND BY CONGRESS!

Royrt 1154 Issued by Congresses- 37 West St., Johannesburg.



Collection Number: AD1812 
  

RECORDS RELATING TO THE 'TREASON TRIAL' (REGINA vs F. ADAMS AND OTHERS ON  
CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON, ETC.), 1956 1961  
 
TREASON TRIAL, 1956 1961 

 

  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2012  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African 

copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published 
in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per 

page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is 
uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of the 

collection records and the information contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be 
accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently 

verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and 

excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The University of the 

Witwatersrand.
 


