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" T h er e shall be P ea ce  and F r i e n d s h i p  " - The S ou th 
A f ri ca n Pe ace  C o u n c i l  in the 1950's

I n t r o d u c t i o n

The c u r r e n t  m o v e m e n t  in our c o u n t r y  a g a i n s t  the a p a r t h e i d  
war and for a just p e ace is not a new p h e n o m e n o n .
In the 1950's there e x i s t e d  a S o u t h  A f r i c a n  P e a c e  C o u n c i l  
( SAPC ) and r e g i o n a l  peace c o u n c i l s  that w e r e  c o m m i t t e d  
to the s t r u g g l e  for n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace.

T h r o u g h  rallys, m e e t i n g s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and p e t i t i o n s  the 
S A P C c o n d u c t e d  n a t i o n a l  campaign* a g a i n s t  the d e v e l o p m e n t  
of the a t o m i c  bomb, the m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
society, the wars in K e n y a  and Korea, and the r e a r m i n g  
of G e r m a n y  a f t e r  ww2.

The a r g u m e n t s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r a i s e d  by the S A P C  in all 
its a c t i v i t i e s  we r e  that i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s  should 
be s e t t l e d  by neg£>*rvKt\or, not war, that there s h o u l d  be 
u n i v e r s a l  , that f o r e i g n  p o w e r s  s h o u l d  not
i m p o s e  t h e m s e l v e s  on t h ird w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  and that 
n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  of p e a c e  w e r e  i n t e r l i n k e d .

T h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  we r e  d i r e c t e d  at all s e c t o r s  of the 
SA p o p u l a t i o n  and we r e  e s p e c i a l l y  we l l  i n t e g r a t e d  into 
the c a m p a i g n s  of the C o n g r e s s  M o v e m e n t .  The C o n g r e s s  
M o v e m e n t  u n i t e d  the A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  (ANC), 
the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  I n d i a n  C o n g r e s s  (SAIC), the C o l o u r e d  
P e o p l e s  C o n g r e s s  (CPC) and the w h i t e  d e m o c r a t s  in the 
C o n g r e s s  of D e m o c r a t s  (COD) in the s t r u g g l e  for a 
non - r a c i a l  and d e m o c r a t i c  S o u t h  Africa.

The e x t e n t  of i n v o l v m e n t  of these o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in the 
a c t i v i t i e s  of the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  P e a c e  M o v e m e n t  is <>_n 
i n d i c a t i o n  of the e x t e n t  tfr +U«Ar 
to peace in our country.

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t

The SAPC was fo r m e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
Peace M o v e m e n t  ■' - • * i n n i t i a t e d  by the P oles
in 1948 at the W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  of I n t e l l e c t u a l s  for 
Peace and q u i c k l y  won mass s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  the world.

M i l l i o n s  of p e o p l e  had been h o r r i f i e d  by the d r o p p i n g  
of the a t o m i c  bomb on H i r o s h i m a  and N a g a s a k i  and the 
s u b s e q u e n t  build up, and we r e  s t r o n g l y
c o m m i t t e d  to b u i l d i n g  peace in the a f t e r m a t h  of a 
d e v a s t a t i n g  w o r l d  war.



The v i c t o r y  over f a c i s m  and n a z i s m  had s t i m u l a t e d  the growth 
of d e m o c r a t i c  and s o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s  in E u r o p e  and i n t e n s i f i e d  
a n t i - c o l o n i a l  p r e s s u r e  from thirld w o rld c o u n t r i e s .  In the 
years a f t e r  the war; l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  had d e v e l o p e d  
in many S o u t h - E a s t  Asian, A f r i c a n  and m i d d l e  E a s t e r n  
c o u n t r i e s  that were soon to win their i n d e p e n d e n c e  from 
c o l o n i a l  d o m i n a t i o n .  In this c o ntext, and in the c o n t e x t  of 
the "cold war ",the B e r l i n  b l o c k a d e  and the war in Korea, 
the P e a c e  M o v e m e n t  in SA and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  began and grew.

The L a u n c h  of the SA P eace M o v e m e n t

The S o u t h  A f r i c a n  P e a c e  C o u n c i l  was l a u n c h e d  in 1953 with a 
C o n f e r e n c e  in J o h a n n e s b u r g .  In a t t e n d a n c e  w e r e  the a l r eady 
e s t a b l i s h e d  T r a n s v a a l  and Ca p e  To w n  P e a c e  C o u n c i l s  and 
215 d e l e g a t e s  from other o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  over 
2 5 0 . 0 0 0  people. A n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  was e l e c t e d  and i ncluded 
such p e o p l e  as Rev. T h o m p s o n  as the c h a i r p e r s o n ,  Ruth First, 
H i l d a  Watts, B r a a m  F i scher, A c h m e d  K a t h r a d a  and L i l i a n  Ngo^i.

The C o n f e r e n c e  was a d d r e s s e d  by Dan Tloome, Dr. Routh,
Dr. G i l l m a n  and N e l s o n  Man d e l a .  D e l e g a t e s  we r e  c o n v i n c e d  
"that m a n k i n d  can a v e r t  the h o r r o r s  of wa r "  and stated their 
o p p o s i t i o n  to the use of A f r i c a  as a wa r b a s e .  They d e m a n d e d  
"bread and so c i a l  b e n e f i t s ,  p e ace and d i s a r m a m e n t  rather 
than war p r e p a r a t i o n s "  and u rged all S o u t h  A f r i c a n s "  to 
e n s u r e  that p e a c e f u l  n e g o t i a t i o n  t r i u m p h s  over a t t e m p t e d  
s o l u t i o n s  by f o rce ".

At the c l o s e  of the C o n f e r e n c e  the SAPC was fo r m e d  as 
"an i n d e p e n d e n t ,  n o n - p a r t y ,  n o n - s e c t a r i a n  body [which aimed] 
to p r o m o t e  a c t i v i t i e s  for p e a c e  by all p o s s i b l e  m e ans 
a m o n g  all s e c t o r s  of the p e o p l e  of S outh A f r i c a  ",
M e m b e r s h i p  was open to i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
and cost a s i x p ence!

S p e a k i n g  at the C o n f e r e n c e  the s e c r e t a r y  of the T r a n s v a a l  
P e a c e  C o u n c i 1 }Hi Ida W a t t s . o u t l i n e d  the a p p r o a c h  that the 
P eace Mo v e m e n t  was to take:
"We must a p p e a l  to the h o u s e w i f e  in terms of war and prices, 
homes, li v i n g  costs; to the s c i e n t i s t s  in terms of the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of s c i e n c e  for the c a u s e  of h u m a n i t y ,  not for 
d e s t r u c t i o n ;  to a r t i s t s  and w r i t e r s  on how war d e s t r o y s  
cul t u r e ;  to c h u r c h m e n  on the m oral w r o n g n e s s  of war; 
and to the A f r i c a n  on how the fight for peace a s s i s t s  
his s t r u g g l e  ",

O v e r  the next six y ears the SAPC e n g a g e d  in a nu m b e r  of 
e x c i t i n g  c a m p a i n s  a l o n g  t hese lines.

The N a t i o n a l  P e a c e  Ba l l o t

The r e g i o n a l  P e a c e  C o u n c i l s '  first c a m p a i g n ,  be f o r e  the 
f o r m a t i o n  of the SAPC, was the N a t i o n a l  P e a c e  Ballot 
in 1 9 5 J .



The ba l l o t  p a p e r s  a s ked two q u e s t i o n s :
1) Do you t h ink the SA g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  p r e s s  for and 
s u p p o r t  b e t w e e n  the Big P o w e r s  to s e t t l e  their 
d i s p u t e s  p e a c e f u l l y ?
2) Are you in favour of a Pact of P e a c e  b e t w e e n  the Big P o w ers?

P e t i t i o n i n g  took place in f a c t o r i e s ,  d o o r - t o - d o o r  and at 
t ables in c i t ies. At the same time the P e a c e  C o u n c i l  
o r g a n i s e d  l e c t u r e r s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s  to call on the 
g o v e r n m e n t  for a 5 - P o w e r  P e a c e  Pact and sent its own 
d e p u t a t i o n  to the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .

T h e r e  is no r e c o r d  of the n u m b e r  of s i g n a t u r e s  c o l l e c t e d  
but the c a m p a i g n  o r g a n i s e r s  c l a i m e d  some s u c c e s s  in i n v o l v i n g  
S o uth A f r i c a n s  in the world p e ace m o v e m e n t  and in l i n k i n g  
l ocal and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  of peace.

Ban the Bomb

In 1953 the W o r l d  P e a c e  C o u n c i l  c a l l e d  for the b a n n i n g  
of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  and the p e a c e f u l  use of a t o m i c  energy.
T he SA P e a c e  C o u n c i l  w e l c o m e d  this call w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  
and r e s o l v e d  to win active- s u p p o r t  for it.

T e l e g r a m s  w e r e  sent to v a r i o u s  MPs u r g i n g  th e m  to r e q u e s t  
" i m m e d i a t e  d e b a t e  on re c e n t  d a n g e r o u s  A m e r i c a n  H - B o m b  
e x p l o s i o n s "  and to call on the g o v e r n m e n t " to s u p p o r t  
c a l l i n g  of i m m e d i a t e  m e e t i n g  of g r e a t  p o w e r s  to n e g o t i a t e  
o u t l a w i n g  of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s " .

S c i e n t i s t s ,  a r t i s t s ,  l a w y e r s  and o t her p r o f e s s i o n a l s  were 
ca l l e d  on to s u p p o r t  the c a m p a i g n  in t h eir d i f f e r e n t  
c a p a c i t i e s .  S y m p o s i u m s  and m e e t i n g s  w e r e  held in all c e n t r e s  
to d i s c u s s  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  of n u c l e a r  war. A key i s sue at 
these m e e t i n g s  was SA's d i r e c t  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  as a p r i n c i p a l  
s u p p l i e r  of ura n i u m ,  in the p r o d u c t i o n  of the a t o m  bomb.

A tank, c o v e r e d  wi t h  the i n s c r i p t i o n s "  We w a n t  P e a c e , "
"Ban the A - B o m b "  and "We want to live " jwas e n t e r e d  in the 
P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g  A z a k e l a  F l o a t  C o m p e t i t i o n .  The float 
r e c i e v e d  no p u b l i c i t y  and won no pri?e! A m o b i l e  e x h i b i t i o n  
on the d a n g e r s  of a t o m i c  war was d i s p l a y e d  in many parts 
of the c ountry.

A l t h o u g h  the g e n e r a l  public did not r e s p o n d  very well 
to the c a m p a i g n ,  it was g i ven full s u p p o r t  by the C o n g r e s s  
M o v e m e n t .  S i g n i n g  on behalf of t heir r e s p e c t i v e  organisations, 
O l i v e r  T a m b o  ( ) , P i e t e r  B e y l e v e l d  (COD), fcr NNoofc*. (j>KXcS)
Ad a m  D a n i e l s  (CPC), a p p e a l e d  to all C o n g r e s s  m e m b e r s  
to set a s ide S u n d a y  O c t o b e r  16 as " P e a c e  S u n d a y "  for 
the c o l l e c t i n g  of s i g n a t u r e s .

" Money can do lots of things"

The P e a c e  C o u n c i l  li n k e d  the i s sue of the bo m b  to the 
p r o b l e m s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by o r d i n a r y  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s .



In a p a m p h l e t  e n t i t l e d  "M o n e y  .... can do a lot of things", 
it was a r g u e d  that:
"Money buys food and c l o t h i n g ;  it b u i l d s  s chools, houses, hospitals, 
i n d u s t r i e s ;  it can be used for r e s e a r c h ,  to c o n q u e r  d i s e a s e  
and m a n k i n d ' s  ills; or it can be m a d e  into H - b o m b s  that will 
blow up homes, cities, h u m a n i t y . "

The p a m p h l e t  d e c r i e s  the e x t e n t  of m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l l y  and c o n t i n u e s :
"In SA the M a l a n  g o v e r n m e n t  too is i n v o l v e d  in war p r e p a r a t i o n s .
The p e o p l e  are being taxed m i l l i o n s  to p r o v i d e  mo r e  and more 
m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t  i n s t e a d  of schools, h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  and 
housing. And who are these war p r e p a r a t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t ?
N o - o n e  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e s  that a n y o n e  p l a n s  to SA.
It seems f<*.r li k e l y  that the v i c t i m s  of t h e s e  w e a p o n s  of 
v i o l e n c e  wi l l  be the p e o p l e  of SA t h e m s e l v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the 
A f r i c a n s  who are s e e k i n g  f r e e d o m  and j u s t i c e  and d r i v e n  to 
d e s p a r a t i o n  by r e p r e s s i o n . "

K orea

The S A P C ' s  f o cus on the wan in K o r e a  was a good e x a m p l e  of how 
it u n d e r s t o o d  the cold w a r ^ t r i e d  to s i t u a t e  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
peace m o v e m e n t  in an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  con t e x t .

The SA P C  d i s t r i b u t e d  p a m p h l e t s  on a m a s s  s c a l e  a g a i n s t  SA's 
s e n d i n g  a i r p i l o t s  to Korea. It a r g u e d  that the SA g o v e r n m e n t  
was p r e p a r i n g  for war at ho m e  and a b r o a d  and " a l i g n i n g  
itself wi t h  m i l i t a r y  c i r c l e s  in o r d e r  to d e f e a t  the m o v e m e n t s  
for n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  and i n d e p e n d e n c e . "

A c c o r d i n g  to the S A P C ’s pol i c y  d o c u m e n t :
"Every b l o w  s t r u c k  a g a i n s t  the p r e s e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  and its 
r e p l a c e m e n t  by a p e a c e - l o v i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  an 
i m p o r t a n t  v i c t o r y  for the p e a c e  f o r c e s  w o r l d w i d e .  At the same 
time the s t r u g g l e  for peace w e a k e n s  the a g g r e s s i v e  forces 
and ai d s  rWa- r«we«'G!\fc -C-or liberation*.

The P e a c e  C o u n c i l s  saw A m e r i c a  as r e s p o n s i b l e  for the cold war 
and the arms build up and w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l  of its i n v o l v e 
ment in Korea. W h e n  the US a i r c r a f t - c a r r i e r  M i d w a y  do c k e d  at 
Cape Town, the l o cal P e a c e  C o u n c i l  o r g a n i s e d  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  US w a r  policy. P i c k e t e r s  s t ood at the with
plac ards s a y i n g  " F r i e n d s h i p  not W a r s h i p s  " A t o m s  for W e l f a r e  
not W a r f a r e  " ^ " A r m e d  m i g h t  is not R i g h t "  and "War m a k e s  prices 
rise ".The d e m o n s t r a t i o n  was d i s p e r s e d  by the S p e c i a l  Branch.

G e rmany, K e n y a  and Suez

O v e r  the ne x t  f e w  y e a r s  the SA P C  r e s p o n d e d  to all the m a jor 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c r i ses. It c a m p a i g n e d  a g a i n s t  the role of the US 
in r e a r m i n g  G e r m a n y ,  e x p o s i n g  the c < ^  «>£ £*■

<xr& W -a. uf\Kc? o.



The war in K e n y a  and the p r o p o s e d  s e n d i n g  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
troops to fight t h ere we r e  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  at pub l i c  m e e t i n g s .  
S p e a k e r s  like W a l t e r  S i s u l u  and Ru t h  F i r s t  a r g u e d  that " c o l o n i a l  
war*, such as t hose being fo u g h t  in K e n y a  and V i e t n a m ,  are 
r u n n i n g  s o r e s  in the w o r l d  today. W o r l d  p r e s s u r e  mu s t  bring 
such w a r s  to an end and p r e v e n t  the c o n t i n u e d  use of ar m s  to 
m a i n t a i n  the c o l o n i a l  s y s t e m  ",

W h e n  the Suez c r i s i s  o c c u r r e d  in 1956 the C a p e  T o w n  P e a c e  
C o u n c i l  c a l l e d  for ol s o l u t i o n  that w o u l d  r e s p e c t  the full 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  of E g ypt as well as the l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t s  of 
the c o u n t r i e s  u s i n g  the Suez canal. Two t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  
l i s t e n e d  to s p e a k e r s  from the ANC, SACTU, and COD at a mass 
m e e t i n g  held on the G r a n d  P a r a d e  and p l e d g e d  t heir s u p p o r t  
for "the E g y p t i a n s  in their s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  B r i t i s h ,  F r e n c h  
and I s r a e l i  a g g r e s s i o n . "  Le o n  L e v j  of the P e a c e  C o u n c i l  
d e c l a r e d :
"We in SA w i l l  not rest w h i l e  other pe o p l e  are s u f f e r i n g .
We must p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t hese acts of p l u n d e r  such as are 
-fixVVr̂ ĉ - p l a c e  in Egypt. We hate kil l i n g ,  w o u n d i n g ,  se e i n g  
p e o p l e  die. We must ma k e  it k n o w n  to the rest of the w o rld 
that S o u t h  A f r i c  an p e o p l e  are for peace'5.

The SAPC and the F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r

THe P e a c e  C o u n c i l  p l a y e d  an e x t r e m l y  i m p o r t a n t  role in the 
d r a w i n g  up of the F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r  at the C o n g r e s s  of the Pe o p l e  
in K l i p t o w n  in 1955. The C o n g r e s s  of the P e o p l e  was o r g a n i s e d  
by the C o n g r e s s  M o v e m e n t  had c a l l e d  on the S o u t h  A f r i c a n
p e o p l e  to s t a t e  t h eir d e m a n d s  for a f u t u r e  d e m o c r a t i c  SA.

F r o m  all a r o u n d  the c o u n t r y  a n d ^ a l l  s e c t o r s  of s o c i e t y  over 
a m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  sent in d e m a n d s  that w e r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in 
the C h a r t e r .  The C h a r t e r  is r e g a r d e d  to this day as the most 
d e m o c r a t i c  d o c u m e n t  ever to have been w r i t t e n  in this c o untry.
It r e f l e c t s  the a s pirations of the m a j o r i t y  of S o u t h  Africans 
and lays the b a sis for a n o n - r a c i a l  and d e m o c r a t i c  society.
The C h a r t e r  o p e n s  w i t h  the words:
"We the p e o p l e  of S o u t h  A f r i c a  d e c l a r e  for all our c o u n t r y  
and the w o r l d  to k n o w  that SA b e l o n g s  to all who live in it, 
b lack and white, and that no g o v e r n m e n t  can j u s t l y  c l a i m  
a u t h o r i t y  u n l e s s  it is b ased on the w i l l  of the p e o p l e . "

The d e m a n d s  of the C h a r t e r  include:
"The p e o p l e  shall g o v e r n  "j "All shall be e q ual b e f o r e  the law.", 
"The d o o r s  of l e a r n i n g  and c u l t u r e  shall be o p e n e d  ",
"Th e r e  s h a l l  be houses, s e c u r i t y  and c o m f o r t  " "The pe o p l e  
s hall sh<ure in the c o u n t r y ' s  w e a l t h  " T h e r e  shall be work 
and s e c u r i t y "  and "All n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s s h a l l  ha v e  e q ual r i g h t s . "



"There shall be p e ace and f r i e n d s h i p "

The SAPC a t t e m p t e d  to show the link b e t w e e n  the many p r o b l e m s  
of the p e o p l e  and the s t r u g g l e  for peace, and "to e n s u r e  that 
the d e m a n d  for peace and f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n  all p e o p l e s  is 
w r i t t e n  into the F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r  The final d e m a n d  of the 
Charter, " T h e r e  be p eace and f r i e n d s h i p  " j W a s  a s l o g a n  that 
had been used a c r o s s  the w o r l d  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e a c e  C o u n c i l  
a c t i v i t i e s  and c o n f e r e n c e s .  The s u b - c l a u s e s  of this d e m a n d  
e x p r e s s  the d e m a n d s  r e p e a t e d  year a f t e r  year by the SAPC:

"SA shall be a fully i n d e p e n d e n t  state, w h i c h  r e s p e c t s  the 
ri g h t s  and s o v e r e i g n t y  of all n a tions;
SA shall s t r i v e  to m a i n t a i n  w o r l d  p eace and the s e t t l e m e n t  
of all i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s  by n e g o t i a t i o n - n o t  war;
P eace and f r i e n d s h i p  a m o n g s t  all our p e o p l e  s h all be s e c u r e d  
by u p h o l d i n g  the equal rights, opportu^ir^-S and s t a t u s  of all;
The right of all the p e o p l e s  of A f r i c a  to i n d e p e n d e n c e  and 
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  shall be r e c o g n i s e d  and shall be the b a sis 
of c l o s e  c o - o p e r a t i o n . "

A year a f t e r  the C o n g r e s s  of the People, m e m b e r s  of the
SAPC w e r e  a m o n g s t  the 156 m e m b e r s  of the C o n g r e s s  M o v e m e n t  
put o n  trial in the m a s s i v e  T r e a s o n  T r i a l  that la s t e d  5 years.

A l t h o u g ^ a l l  of the a c c u s e d  we r e  a q u i t t e d ,  many, i n c l u d i n g  
Rev. T h o m p s o n  the c h air of the SA P C  , w e r e  banned.
U n l i k e  some of the o r g a n i s a t i o n s  that c o m p r i s e d  the C o n g r e s s  
M o v e m e n t ,  the S A P C  was never banned but f i z z l e d  out d u r i n g  

the y ears of the trial.

A s s e s s i n g  the SA P e ace M o v e m e n t

The P e a c e  M o v e m e n t  was n ever r e g a r d e d  as a v i t a l  issue in SA 
m'oi ch was r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  from i n t e r n a t i o n a l  acts of a g g r e s s i o n  
and war. It n e v e r  rea l l y  d e v e l o p e d  into a m a s s  m o v e m e n t  
but c o n s i s t e d  of a small g r oup of people, e m b r a c i n g  a n u c l e u s  
of i n t e l l e c t u a l s  c o m m i t t e d  to peace.

The C o u n c i l  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  able to ma k e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the s t r u g g l e  for a d e m o c r a t i c  and just S A , 
p a r t i c u l a r y  w i t h i n  the C o n g r e s s  M o v e m e n t .  It was a b l e  t h r o u g h  
its p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  m e e t i n g s  and p e t i t i o n s  to b u ild an u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  and s o l i d a r i t y ,  draw 
a t t e n t i o n  to the th r e a t  of i m p e r i a l i s m  to the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
strug g l e ,  and make the links b e t w e e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and 
local q u e s t i o n s  of peace.

One a c t i v i s t  f o r m e r l y  i n v o l v e d  in the P e a c e  M o v e m e n t  c o m m e n t e d  
recen t l y :  "I think its a great pity that w e ' v e  lost this 
f l a v o u r  of b e l o n g i n g  to the w o r l d  of p e o p l e  s t r u g g l i n g  for 
a be t t e r  lr£e in all c o u n t r i e s .  Our h o r i z o n s  have be c o m e  

very l i m i t e d . "

A l t h o u g h  many P e a c e  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  in C o n g r e s s  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and the SAPC w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  the C o n g r e s s  
M o v e m e n t ,  it d e l i b e r a t e l y  m a i n t a i n e d  an i n d e p e n d e n t  and 
" n o n — s e c t a r i a n " position. The SAPC b e l i e v e d  that what united 
" p a c i f i s t s ,  s o c i a l i s t s ,  d e m o c r a t s  and r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s "  
was a b u r n i n g  d e s i r e  for peace. Like today , ti»e p eace m o v e m e n t  
is the c o m m o n  fac t o r  t h r o u g h o u t  the w o r l d  b e t w e e n  the l i b e r a t i o n  
m o v e m e n t s ,  the trade u n i o n s  and the i n d i v i d u a l s  who s u p port 

one s y s t e m  or a n o t h e r  ",



C o n c l u s i o n s

The P e a c e  M o v e m e n t  of the 19 5 0 ' s  s t a n d s  out as a b e a c o n  for 
i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i s a t i o n s  that are i n v o l v e d  in the c u r r e n t  
s t r u g g l e  for the d i s m a n t l i n g  of a p a r t h e i d  a n d j u s t  peace 
in our land. It is its l e g a c y  that we now c a r r y  f o rward.
The g o als and t a sks are no less d a u n t i n g  and the o b s t a c l e s  o>ra- 
as great. But in 1985, the 30th a n n i v e r s a r y  of the F r e e d o m  
Cha r t e r ,  the c o u n t r y w i d e  m o v e m e n t  a g a i n s t  c o m p u l s o r y  
c o n s c r i p t i o n ^  SA's i l l e g a l  o c c u p a t i o n  of N a m i b i a  and the use 
of the S A D F  i n s i d e  S A , is g r o w i n g  from s t r e n g t h  to strength.

In the w o r d s  of Leon Levy, s e c r e t a r y  of the SAPC, w h e n  he 
a d d r e s s e d  the C o n g r e s s  of the P e o p l e  in K l i p t o w n :

"Let us go f o r w a r d  to peace. Let us go f o r w a r d  to freedom. 
T h e r e  is no f r e e d o m  w i t h o u t  p e a c e  and t here is no p e ace 
w i t h o u t  f r e e d o m . "
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