
(2)

4. The South African Congress of Democrats should not Ignore 
Election * whether Parliamentary, Provincial or Municipal,but 
should use such elections to propagate its policy and the 
aims and obligations of the Freedom Charter̂ , (The work done 
in the Hillbrow by-election was quoted as anexample)It is 
also recommended that regions should consider nominating 
candidates in elections where and when doing so will serve as 
the most effective means of mobilising Europeans in demonstrating 
their support for the Freedom C Aar ter,

5* Thev South African Congress of Democrats having specific respon
sibility to propagate the aims and objects of the Freedom Charter 
among the European population, and mobilising them In support 
of it, s hould work increasingly to get the European to endorse 
the Charter; and should make every endeavour to maintain contact 
with the signatories with the object of recruiting them into 
Congress of Democrats and so into the Congress movement.
Same practical s&ggestion wre made by representative of branches 
as to methods by which the above decision can be implemented, 
lor ' convenience we list themias follows:-

1. Issue leaflets(By N.E.C. on National issues and by regions on 
Local and Provincial issues) on all political matters, stating 
Congress'of Democrats policy and views as opposed to that of 
other* political groups.

2. Hold public meetings in the name of Congress of Democrats 
when and wherever the opportunity offers itself of recruiting 
people outside our own ranks.

3. Prepare questionaire on .certain political aspects and canvas 
the European population with the object of establishing contact

with progressively thinking people (Example* ishat do people think of 
the Pass laws, University apartheid. Bus apartheid in Cape Town, 
Bantu Education etc.)

4. Consider evry election campaign on its merits, and determine 
our own action, having regard to the circumstances and our 
own resources.

5. Hold Freedom Charter signature drives by means of tables at 
street corner or public meetings. Follow this up by distribu
tion of literature, io—and a -personal, canvas, of signatories, 
organise discussion groups with signatories as participants 
with the object of maintaining contact with them and recruiting 
them into South African Congress of Democrats.
At its first meeting the newly elected N.E.C. considered the 
implementation of the resolution, and it was decided that to get 
the most effective co-ordination between regionsand the N.ii.C. 
it is necesaary for regions to discuss the above recommendations, 
and to immediately, report to the N.E.C. on these discussions, 
and the plans to implement them.

as
The N.E.C. will in turn from time to time/issues arise send 
directives to the regions.

Your prompt acknowledgement to this circular and 
your immediate attention to contents will be appreciated.

Yours,, fraternally,^ *

P. Beyleveld. 7 :
National C hairman.
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S o u t h  A f r ic a n  C o n g r e s s  o f  D e m o c r a t s

PHONE 33-0975. HEAD OFFICE:

8, SOMERSET HOUSE,
(Second Floor]

NO, FOX STREET,
P.O. BOX 4088,

JOHANNESBURG.

5 th September, 19 %.

Dear Friend,
In the two and a half years of its existence the 

Congress of Democrats has made a magnificient contribution to 
the struggle against the fascist programme of the Nationalist 
Government. This contribution cannot be measured only in terms 
of the part that the C.O.D. played in bringing about the Congress 
of the People and the birth of the Freedom Charter (both of which 
were of tremendous historical significance in themselves) Nor can 
it be measured only by the many and various campaigns in which it 
has participated together with the other Congress organisations. 
These in themselves would be matter for congratulation. Its 
contribution must be measured also by the fact that it is an 
established organisation of white democrats who have taken their 
stand on the fundamental principle of full equality, and that it 
is recognised and accepted both inside and outside of the Congre:-' 
movement as an integral part of that movement. The effect of 
this has been a change in the character of the National Liberator: 
Movement. A change which must have vital significance for the 
struggle.

These are the achievements for which we have every 
reason to be- proud. Their magnitude is rcJĵ l̂ y apparent when we 
examine the circumstances in which C.O.D. has had"to work5 the 
racial attitudes and prejudices of the white group as a whole, 
the fear complex engendered among them as a result of Nationalist 
terror which has immobilised so many, and in particular the small 
number of COD members.

These achievements are the direct result of the 
individual and collective efforts and sacrifices of our members.
Of course, the contributions of individual members were unequal. 
Some did less than others and, if we are to be honest about it, 
most of us did not do as much as we could have done. Nor did wc 
give as much as we could or should in subs and financial assistar.c

The struggle is beginning to sharpen. The National!s 
Party Programme with its consequences for race relations and the 
economics of the country is making its impact on wider sections of 
the population. This must create more and ever more opportunities 
for mobilising people into active opposition to the Nats. It



will bring about more favourable conditions for winning 
numbers of them to the Congress Movement and the Freedom Charter.

 ̂Q^^ectively we will be able to exploit these opportunities 
and more favourable conditions is dependent in the fina^a-Lysis

,,mP ea°^ ydiv^dual one q£ us is prepared to do and how muclL.in terms of hard gash we are prepare to give.
. _ is inthis context that we ask each one of you tc 

your physical and financial contribution to see if we can get that little extra that can make the difference. We ask you . specifically to
a) Donate more than you are now doing - more than you can really afford.
b) Increase your regular subscription - Double it if possible.
c) Participate in C.O.D. activity with energy and enthusiasm.
d) Support COD functions and bring your friends too.

• r. Make a start immediately by sending us acontribution no matter how little.

Sincerely,

R. Ev-J>re ss._^^
Chairman
Johannesburg Regional Coniaj ttap.T





S o u th  A f r ic a n1 C o n g re ss  o f  D em o c ra ts

fHONE 3) 0979 HEAD O^FlCf

® SOMERSET HOUSE.(Second R©of)
110, FOX STREET,

f O. IOX 4081
JOHANNESBURG.

27th Nove It r,1956.

' I T. L.B. Lee-.Vf rde.n,
P.r. Box 4347,
Carn Ti '.71.

Dear Len,

It is t-1 r turn now to apologise for the lon^ delay 
hi replying to the points raised in your letter of the~1 7th Oct ober,

k's so often happens when © controversy :! r : cartec 
c '?zc : n on^les become emphasised out of al3 rroport~* ons, and

c because we wished to satisfy all member? of t..c ’ . 3 . C . that 
”/e rp'.ut 3ome tine reaching a considered opinion.

Some of oar members were upset Ty the omi.-■sion in your 
]• v-cr of an acknowledgement that you are s ip; osed tc express the 
v ’ ‘:v,rs of the Ĉ nerer*- movement in Pari If: .rent. They did not feel 
■ yoi r reference to the A.N.C. boycott of -arli- :ent v/as 
rcl-:v?wt, since you were elected with C<O.B. backir.r to 'ct as
o r.o’:esman for the Congress movement.

•Ve feel sure t..at you havo no desire t j  dapart from 
C.C.D. f-o" icy which is determined ir. conjunction with tae other 
onstituen* .e.'bers of the Congress movement* Dorp:'te y • .r 
tx'-'r.>d reatinsMp with the Cafe To.vn Branch, we believe that 

in ~--.c in*:»r-=jsts >f the movement you sh^ild re-ests* lif contact
1 . them, ind ‘.’-.rough them w' th the c ngress movement ~ir 1 whale. 

Isolatio& from your branch can only lead tc further d K  T'culties, 
v: /icorf ident tnat this c'n t.•» 'vercor.y Ir r ::o • r.t̂ rerts of 

tae "ork.
:ie a re writing to the Branch asking the.. :o“play their 

" -rt in establishing harmonlur wor’<<n~ re? ation̂ hi;f. ItL yo.,«
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
Issued by the S.A. CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS,

The object of this questionnaire is to find out what a 
representative cross-section of white South Africans think about 
the Pass Laws. Your name and address is not required - only your 
sex, age and occupation. The following factual information may 
be of use to you in formulating your answers,

.................J J .V-

a) The African describes as a "pass" any document which he is 
required by law to carry with him at all times and to produce 
on the demand of policemen, municipal authorities and other 
authorised persons. Such documents are now chiefly co-ordinated 
into the "Reference Book" (which contains :name, addressf 
photograph, registration number, tribal origin, tax^receipts, 
service contracts, permit to look for work or refusal of 
permit, and any exemptions,) but there are also immigration

_ permits, "curfew" or "night" passes, lodgers’ permits, and 
several otharji relating to labour services on farms and so on*
If any one of these documents cannot be immediately produced 
on demand, or if any one of them is not in perfect order, the 
African is liable to arrest and prosecution as a criminal,

b) Mass "pass raids " take place at all hours and in all places - 
in streets, busses,beer halls, locations. Every African knows 
what it means to have- his home invaded- by the police in the 
middle of the night, (The slightest sign of resentment against 
this degradation of his women-folk and frightening of his 
children often incurs reprisals on his person or belongings,)

c) Although it was claimed by the Nats, that the new "Reference 
Books" first issued in 1952, had "abolished passes", the number 
of Africans convicted under the Pass Laws of various kinds has 
rapidly increased from 232,420 in 1951 to 337,603 in 1955. The 
"criminals" are fined or sent to gaol - frequently to private 
farm gaols,

d) The 1952 Act lays down that "Reference Books” must be issued to 
all Africans, women as well as men, over the age of 16 years.
It was only in 1956 that a commencement was made with the issue 
of these books to-women - even though before this many had been 
forced to carry various kinds of permits. As a response to this 
new development mass protests of women have taken place all over 
the country, culminating to date in the huge demonstration of 
15,000 women of all races at the Union Buildings on August 9th.

e) An "identity card" contrary to the assertions by vernment 
spokesmen, is not a "pass". It need not be produced on demand - 
the owner may only be required to prove within a reasonable period 
that he possesses such a document. Identity cards are to be 
issued only to Whites, Coloured and Asiatics, and it is their main 
function to fix for all time the race of an individual and his 
descendants. To further this discrimination, numbers of 
Coloured people have recently been arbitrarily re-classified as 
Africans, and the onus of priving the contrary has been placed
on the person concerned.

f) The'United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights' lays 
down the principle: "Everyone has the right to freedom of movement 
and residence within the borders of each state." (Article 13.)
In Article 2 it is stated that all rights and freedoms setforth 
in the Declaration apply to everyone "without distinction of any 
kind, such as rm>e, colour, etc," JheSouth African Pass Laws 
are, therefore, in direct contradiction to the decision of the 
highest organ of the civilised world.



g) In Johannesburg at Kliptown, on . June 25th, 1955? 3<r000 
delegates and 5000 observers, from all parts of the Union 
and representing all sections of the population, drew up 
(.the ’’Freedom Charter”, which embodies the aims and demands of
1 the common people of South Africa, One section of the 
Charter reads s-
All/ SHALL ENCrQY EQUAL HUMAN' RIGHTS ] ■

• > • * ''
The law shall guarantee to all their right to speak, to organise 
to meet together, to publish, to preach, to worship and.to. 
educate their children 5 . !
The privacy of the house from police raids shall be protected 
by law ; •
All shall be free to travel without restriction from country
side to town, from province to province, and from South Africa 
abroad;
Pass laws, permits and all other laws restricting these , 
freedoms shall be abolished. •
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CAPE VE3TZR.'; R£'3IGN,
CJNORKSS OF DEMOCRATS, 

P.O.Box 4347,
CAP£ TOW.

Ths 8eoretary.African National Coagrees,

Dear Friend,
Would you please send our region five copies 

of the report presented at the Annual Conference In Durban.
* Please let ue Itnow how auoh this wll come to . The report
............................. haa royead widespread Interest In our organisation.

,* ,
Yours^^ftternally, ' V  * s'

I.-" J* *;• *** & W « : v  
S*. r«j

r,c r. ■

i ^  M w n  ^

p.p. Lee Harden (ohalrman)*

vi>

"ii#'
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\
-*.<»- iagfj tary,_____ ;__________

«■ ] 
African National Congress,

t i i r T----- ------------
4 A A<l#t Street
J oh n r. n refcurg.------ ----

- ‘ 'O H  P C 'T A R If-  .  AN TOEPASSING 
l .NL’ . i f . r iM W N r ,  VO TT DIE 

-'Ni- r P 0 ‘ O i lL  VO O SJII BfTAAL WORD

If A HIGHER POSTAGE RATE lb APPLICABLE 
TO THE. COUNTRY O f DESTINATION Tm4 
ADDITIONAL POSTAGE MUST BE PREPAID

■-w , #c<, ,.«N 
■ A.v( Af. A1-u#lS$



r :,

&J£;

Chairman. %. jw£terden, K.#*

CAP? TO*H CONORBW QT DMOCRAfS,
/ O  *. 0. Box 4552,

*mt f Cape Town,
Vi frf-

SIGN THE FREEDOM CHAPTER.
The FREEDOM CHARTER declares * 

that South Africa belongs to all who live in :O  n n  T n O T  M/S P n*»»» W M  A. > __ j 1 •% . .

s S S S
S S s r “ K ”  SMSfe
that our country will never be prosperous or free until ai on- 
people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights -md onmrtimit-if that only a democratic state, fcwed onthe '
^ r ^ r o r b e i L r 1' birthrisht *ithout . * * * & &

NAME,
JfooJC*

ADDRESS. 
»*«* K^> A  ̂7

* m

*

jr.
V f

V?v



©S. A. CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS, _

PHONE 33-0975/6.
P.O. Box 4068, 
Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,
We are enclosing two copies of our pamphlet 

"Educating for Ignorance" for your information. v-
You will note that Father Trevor Huddleston CR 

wrote the introduction to the pamphlet), in which he stated 
"I wholeheartedly welcome this pamphlet and commend it to 
all people of goodwill in this land".

As we feel that the implications of the Eantu 
Education Act must be brought home to wide sections of the 
population, wo consider that tu.e pan.phlet will be of interest 
to a large section of your readers. We would be grateful, 
therefore, if you could have this pamphlet reviewed in your 
paper.

. Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

P. Beyleveld
National Chairman.

................ .........................................................

JT’- T ..- & -

0)4 sSinsXJi»A
arnica
-9J.



QUESTIONNAIRE 
issued bv the S.A. Congress of Democrats .

-

Part Two.
1. Do you think Africans resent carrying passes ?

2. Do you think that passes cause unnecessary hardship ?

3, Do you think that the carrying of passes really docs reduce 
srrime ?

4. Do you think that African women should also carry passes ?

5. Do you approve of the Women’s Protest Demonstration held on 
August 9th ?

6. Do you think that the money spent on Gn^ r^ gt^ ki!?hatmittlRg the pass laws, is money well-spent, or do you think the
srould be put to better use ?

7. Do you think a Population Register is necessary ?

8. Do you think that the classification of the population 
according to race is necessary ?

q rio* vou* think it is reasonable that the police should enter
9* your servant1s room at any time and at all hours of the night 

to demand his pass and/or tax receipts .

i n no von think that the police should have the right to enter
1 0 ,?ourSomc ?o demand your identity card and your inoome tax 

receipts at any and all hours of the night .

11 Tf (10) in affirmative, do you think that it would be correct 
for the pass system to’be extended so that it applies to 
everybody, including Europeans ?

-nh*Tf * (10}" in'neeative,'do*you* think* that* the system should be 
abolished I (i) gradually ? <ii) immediately ?

12. Are you in agreement with the demands of the section of the 
Freedom Charter quoted in Paragraph (g) above ?
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
Issued :by the S. A. CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS

The object of this questionnaire is to find out what a 
representative cross-section of white South Africans think about 
the Pass Laws. Your name and address is not required - only your 
sex, £ge and occupation. The following factual information may 
be of use to you in formulating your answers.
a) The African describes as a "pass" any document which'he is 

required by law to carry with him at all times and to produce 
on the demand of policemen, municipal authorities and other 
authorised persons. Such documents are now chiefly co-ordinated 
into the "Reference Book" (which contains :name, address, 
photograph, registration number, tribal origin, tax-receipts, 
service contracts, permit to look for work or refusal of

- : permit, and any exemptions,) but there are also immigration 
•_ permits, "curfew" or "night" passes, lodgers’ permits, and

several others relating to labour services on .farms and so on*
If any one of these documents cannot be immediately produced 
on demand, or if any one of them is not in perfect order, the 
^frican is liable to arrest and prosecution as a criminal,

b) Mass "pass raids " take place at all hours and in all places • 
in streets, busses,beer halls, locations. Every African knows 
YJhat it means to have hi's home invaded by the police in the 
middle of the night, (The slightest sign of resentment against 
this degradation of his women-folk and frightening of his 
children often incurs reprisals on his person or belongings,)
Although it was claimed by the Nats, that the new "Reference 
Books" first issued in 1952, had "abolished passes", the number 
of Africans convicted under the Pass Laws of various kinds has 
rapidly increased from 232,420 in 1951 to 337,603 in 1955. The 
'’criminals" are fined or sent to gaol - frequently to private 
farm gaols.

d) The 1952 Act lays down that "Reference Books" must be issued to 
all Africans, women as well as men, over the age of 16 years.
It was only in 1956 that a commencement was made with the issue 
of these books to women - even though before this many had been 
forced to carry various kinds of permits. As a response to this 
new development mass protests of women have taken place all over 
the country, culminating to date in the huge demonstration of 
|5,000 women of all races at the Union Buildings on August 9th.

e) An "identity card" contrary to the assertions by vernment 
spokesmen, is not a "pass". It need not be produced on demand - 
the owner may only be required to prove within a reasonable period 
that he possesses such a document. Identity cards are to be 
issued only to Whites, Coloured and Asiatics, and it is their main 
function to fix for all time the race of an individual and his 
descendants. To further this discrimination, numbers of 
Coloured people have recently been arbitrarily re-classified as 
Africans, and the onus of pr&ving the contrary has been placed
on the person concerned.

f) The’United Nations' Universal Declaration of Human Rights' lays 
down the principle: "Everyone has the right to freedom of movement 
and residence within the borders of each state," (Article 13.)
In Article 2 it is stated that all rights and freedoms setforth 
in the Declaration apply to everyone "without distinction of any 
kind, such as race, colour, etc." TheSouth African Pass Lav/s 
are, therefore, in direct contradiction to the decision of the 
highest organ of the civilised world.



g) In Johannesburg at Kliptown, on June 25th, 1955, 3,o6o 
delegates and 5000 observers, from all parts of'the Union, 
and representing all sections of the population, drew up 
the "Freedom Charter",' which embodies the aims and demands of 
the common people of South Africa. One section .of the 
Qharter reads j- ; * ■ " ■ -
ALL SHALL ENJOY EQUAL HUMAN RIGHTS I ’’
The law shâ Ll guarantee to all their right to speak, to organise 
to’ meet, together’, to publish, to preach, to worship and to 
educate their children ;
The privacy of ’ the house from police raids shfll be*protected 
by law ;
All shall be free to travel without restriction from country.- 
side to town, from province to province, and from South Africa 
abroad;
Pass laws, permits .and all other laws restricting these 
freedoms shall be abolished.



QUESTIONNAIRE
Issued by the S.A. Congress of Domocrats .

Do you think
Part Two.

Africans resent carrying passes ?

Do you think that passes cause unnecessary hardship ?

Do you 
crime ?

think> that the carrying of passes really docs reduce

Do you think that African women should also carry passes ?

Do you 
August

approve of 
9th ?

the Women's Protest Demonstration held on

6. Do you think that the money spent on enforcing and implementing 
the pass laws, is money well-spent, or do you think that it 
srould be put to better use ?

7. Do you think a Population Register is necessary ?

8. Do you think that the classification of the population 
according to race is necessary ?

9. Do you think it is reasonable that the police should enter 
your servant’s room at any time and at all hours of the night 
to demand his pass and/or tax receipts ?

1 0 ,Do you think that the police should have the right to enter 
your home to demand your identity card and your income tax 
receipts at any and all hours of the night ?

1 1 .If (10) in affirmative, do you think that it would be corrcct 
for the pass system to be extended so that it applies to 
everybody, including Europeans ?

lib.If (10 ) in negative, do you think that the system should be 
abolished : (i) gradually ? (ii) immediately ?

12. Are you in agreement with the demands of the section of the 
Freedom Charter quoted in Paragraph (g) above ?

___________________________________________________________.



PrtHTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF PgMOCB^TSj.

1 —j S  P.O. Box 4088,
/ Johannesburg.

Dear Sir/Madam,
We are pleased to have received your request

^ “iT iS S iX  SSK SU S

^  w a t f r s s  M f t r *
interest.

Should you vish to Join our organisation, 
Plrretu“  \ i % o hSs?er1 ” h«P ?hSeC!“ an/t?IVScr°e3eyou
:a r s s  u s .  ^  a s ? -
please T.rite tc us. . t f future material from tineyour name on our nailing
to time.

Yours faithfully,
L. Bernstein
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Urge National Day Protest Senate Bill All people to 

remain at home
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M N  Chief So* Cord* Hospital Durban
' ♦ 2 1 - *'
\ » •  <*

•  l a t U M l  BaM «klT* C o m i t t . .  South U r i M »  C o o f r . . .  of D M oer«t.

. M U ,  pw««.. «!«■ « * «  “ * ^  t o * rt
tit Vtn you will *>• amongst a* again

4 > - **

M fU "***  la t lo a a l  C h a lr a a n _________
V A ----------------------------- m o t  TO  »■ T B L IC R A f  H E D ^ M O .n ™  O O A G « E ,N  W O W  N .E

A<wr«. Boa #088, Johannesburg.
lUbU ter W,wr*a L W'r̂ S^TZ^ Sor n0n-d.IW.r7 of T. 2*.

lar̂ ims-iwo-i-'W00-000 a
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P.O. box 4066, 
Johannesburg* 
9th. March 19J3*

The Secretariat, 
Vorld Council of Pi 
Palais Sia Prague,
Prague,
Czechoslovakia.

Sear Friends,

»  \  »d'4 ’

AA 4.  ̂J u r t 5 e r  t 0  ® y  letter of the 3rd. February, j 
an directed to inform you that at a Rational Council teatin* 
,>f my organisation held last month a resolution was passed 
Instructing all our members to Join their local t>eaoe^

!d4iilon ray organisation Is In close contact
African Pe*c. Coune^f*T*r ’rork of th* B” th

I am further directed to sand you the followln*
resolution from my National Executive Committee for tout
forthcoming World Peace Meeting:

The South African Congress of Democrats 
pledges its support to your organisation In 
its work on behalf of peace. W# wish your 
meeting all success and are confident that 
your deliberations will trim be an additional i 
step foreward towards ensuring everlaatlna 
peace In the world. "

Yours sincerely, for peace,

National Secretary.

— jJL.
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