
On trial for painting Freedom Charter slogans on J ohannesburg walls are, from left to right:
Adams, Moosa Moolla, S. I. Saloojee and S. M. Esakjec.
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JOHANNESBURG.—In the case of four young Indians prose
cuted for painting slogans on the walls of city buildings, a police
man who had been in the force for 17 years admitted under cross- 
examination that he had three times broken the Judges’ Rules 
relating to the methods the police are entitled to use in questioning 
prisoners.
This police sergeant denied that 

he had assaulted the four young 
men in his custody.

The four on trial on four counts 
of malicious injury to property are 
Suliman Ismail Saloojee, SuUman 
Moosa Esakjee, Farid Ahmed 
Adams and Moosa Mohamed Mool
la. They are charged with having 
painted slogans in black tar on the 
building of the Anglo American 
Corporation (“Ami Go Home”);

More Colioral Club 
Leaders Charged

JOHANNESBURG.
When three leaders of the Jaba- 

vu Cultural Club appeared in the 
Native Commissioners Court here 
last week charged with conducting 
an illegal school in terms of the 
Bantu Education Act, the exhibits 
before the court were five rulers, 
one pencil, a list of 74 children, and 
seven sheets of paper with various 
writings on them.

Police gave evidence that when 
they visited the cultural club they 
found 43 children present. They 
were sitting in a room at the back 
of a funeral parlour in Jabavu.

The police searched the premises. 
Later, three Club leaders, Mrs. Lu- 
cette Mbalati, Mrs. Kumalo and 
Mr. Nqoya, were summonsed to 
appear in court.

Appearing for the three, Mrs. 
Shufamith Muller applied for their 
discharge at the end of the Crown 
case. The magistrate reserved his 
decision.

The case against the Brakpan 
Cultural Club leaders was post
poned till the beginning of Febru
ary.

PORGY AND BESS the folk 
opera about the life of Negroes in 
the Southern States of America is 
now playing to packed houses in 
the Soviet Union. The opera, with 
its all-Negro cast, has completed a 
two-year tour of South America, 
Europe and the Middle East, subsi
dised by the State Department, but 
financial help was refused for per
formances in the Soviet Union. 
Voks, the Soviet Cultural organisa
tion, financed the tour themselves 
It a cost of l̂ OiOOO dollin.

the Johannesburg municipal offices; 
the Supreme Court building; and 
the Central Pass Office.

Mr. V. C. Berrange and Mr. J. 
Slovo are appearing for the four.

Sgt. Potgieter said he had carried 
out the Judges’ Rules to the best 
of his knowledge and ability. He 
knew the Judges’ Rules.

Mr. Berrange; We’ll pul you 
through an examination to see what 
you do know!

Sgt. Potgieter said he had not re
corded the statements made to him 
by the prisoners on the night of 
their arrest, when he had questioned 
them.

Mr. Berrange; You broke the 
Judges’ Rules.

Sgt. Potgieter: There wasn't time 
to write down what the accused 
said. 1 don't think it necessary to 
lake down a statement at 3.30 in 
the morning.

Mr. Berrange: You think Judges’ 
Rules only apply between 8 a.m. 
and 8 p.m.; that they don’t apply 
when you are busy?

Under cross-examination Sgt. Pot
gieter said he considered it his duty 
to question a person to establish 
his guilt. He had put questions to 
the accused to find out what they 
did.

Mr. Berrange quoted the rule 
that said questions may be put to 
persons under suspicion where it is 
possible the person may afford in
formation that may tend to estab
lish his innocence.

Sgt. Potgieter said he had not 
had the Rules before him.

Mr. Berrange put it to Sgt. Pot
gieter that he was permitted under 
the Rules to ask the accused ques
tions after they had made state
ments only to clear up ambiguities. 
Yet Sgt. Potgieter had questioned 
the four to establish their guilt.

Mr. Berrange; You were very 
anxious to build up a case against 
the accused?

Sgt. Potgieter; No.
Mr. Berrange; You don’t like 

Indians, do you?
Sgt. Potgieter; No, I don’t dislike 

Indians.
He denied he had said to the four 

“\ ^ a t  do you Indians want in 
South Africa- Why don’t YOU |o
back to rakistan'^"

Mr, Berrange; Will you deny that 
when these people were brought in 
you said; ‘In India when you peo
ple are not killed by famine you 
are washed away by flood’?

Sgt. Potgieter; That is a false de
claration.

The hearing will proceed on 
February 8.

NO PRESS FREEDOM 
IN SOUTH AFRICA

—Overseas R ep o rt 

Ranning of Guardian and Advance Ciled
CAPE TOWN.—The banning of The Guardian and Advance are 

quoted in a report recently issued by the International Press Institute 
in Zurich as examples of the South African Government’s encroach
ment on the Freedom of the Press.
The laws on security are parti

cularly feared by the Press, says the 
Institute.

“The situation is particularly well- 
illustrated in the Union of South 
Africa. The Government there have 
during the past few years promul
gated several laws which are a 
Sword of Damocles for the entire 
Press.’’

After mentioning the Public Safe
ty Act and the Riotous Assemblies 
Act, the report goes on to deal with 
the Suppression of Communism Act 
which “ represents, according to 
several South African editors, a 
definite danger to the Press in gene
ral. ■

“Under it, the Government can 
stop a journalist from exercising his 
profession, banish him and even 
suspend the paper if anything pub
lished by him seems to be ‘revo
lutionary,’ or even merely calcu
lated to propagate Communist 
ideology.

“As an editor from the Transvaal 
points out, the mere reporting of a 
remark by Stalin brings a journalist

within the scope of this law. It was 
invoked to suspend the Left-wing 
Guardian in May, 1952. A week 
later the paper reappeared as the 
Clarion and later, it emerged as 
Advance,” says the report.

NO REACTION
“ In October, 1954, this paper was 

finally suppressed with no reason 
given. Commenting on the suspen
sion of The Guardian at the Inter- 
ral.cnal Press Institute assembly in 
Vienna in 1954, Morris Broughton, 
editor of TTie Cape Argus, deplored 
the fact that South African opinion 
had failed to react, though the Act 
had aroused indignation of the 
Press elsewhere.

“In his view, it is precisely this 
lack of interest on the part of th^ 
public which makes the position of 
the Press precarious in his country. 
It explains why in the last 20 years, 
and especially in the last five, the 
encroachments of the South African 
Government on the freedom of the 
Press have become increasingly 
serious.”

ADVISORY BOARD 
SYSTEM TO END?

JOHANNESBURG.
The Advisory Board system is 

elearly on its way out and this cer
tainty hung like an executioner’s 
sword over the Locations Advisory 
Boards’ Congress in Pietermaritz
burg recently. The public scolding 
administered to the Congress dele
gates by the vSecretary for Native 
Affairs, Dr. Eisclen, that thfv 
should not meddle in national poli
tical matters but should concern 
themselves only with the admini
stration of the existing law. was at 
the back of the delegates’ minds 
throughout, and influenced not only 
the tone of the debate but even the 
Congress elections.

Nevertheless, although the dele
gates felt they were being watched 
and overheard all the time and 
many were over-cautious, the Con
gress could not but condemn passes 
for women, re-iterate opposition to 
Bantu Education, rail against the 
harshness of the influx control mea
sures under section ten of the U r
ban Areas Act. and tackle the prob
lems of both housing and juvenile 
delinquency.

At the four-day conference, which 
had been preceded by a meeting of 
the executive of the boards, the first 
two rows of seats were occupied by 
European officials; superintendents, 
managers of municipal Native 
Affairs Departments and other offi
cials. Among the Board delegates, 
Natalspruit's members were notice
able absentees; punished for their 
opposition to rental increases by 
the refusal of their Town Council 
to foot the bill for their journey to 
Pietermaritzburg!

There were other absentees! The 
address on Bantu Education bv Dr. 
de Villiers had to be deleted from 
the agenda and Eiselen’s letter ex
plaining why was read early on 
during the conference.

WHAT IS POLITICS?
It was the Congress chairman, 

veteran Board leader, R. II. Godlo, 
\vho popped Ihe qw«(l<3H5 “ W hat Is

hy
A  Special C^orrespondent

the demarcation between political 
and non-political issues?” The Gov
ernment had failed before to define 
which matters of national policy 
were out of hounds. It is not our 
fault, said Mr. Godlo, that “All 
Union politics are- Native Affairs!” 

Though not expressed openly, 
delegates knew that Verwoerd’s 
Bantu Authorities Bill for the U r
ban Areas would wipe out the 
Board system as it exists today, and 
this awareness and the Eiselen letter 
had an inhibiting influence on the 
debate. Many w'ere consciously 
stepping cautiously for fear of “an
tagonising the Government.”

Some Board members who are 
teachers did not even go to Pieter
maritzburg. Others from the Trans
vaal left in panic when they heard 
that the N.A.D. had not agreed to 
give them leave from school to at
tend the conference. Bv the time 
the Chief Native Commissioner for 
Pietermaritzburg announced that 
leave had been granted, many had 
already caught trains home.

Special Branch detectives watched 
the proceedings throughout.

Most of the plain sneaking the 
conference heard came from Trans
vaal delegates, with a strong voice 
here and there from Natal.

The Government had not listened 
to the Board’s Congress resolutions, 
said one Transvaler. The people 
should therefore sneak directly to 
the Government, which would have 
to listen!
MAJORITY SHOULD GOVERN

Another delegate said that accord
ing to democratic principles the 
majoritv in a country should gov
ern. Africans should be made a 
partv to thep laws of the Govern
ment. The only .shouts of “Afrika’’ 
heard at the conference came dur
ing this speech, when opposition to 
passes for African women was ex- 
pre.s<icd.

A number of Board delegates 
drew attention to the hardships 
which influx control brought to ur
ban African families. The system 
was described as “vicious.” It was 
decided that the Boards should 
make representations to the munici
palities against the working of sec
tion 10 of the Urban Areas Act.

In the elections for Advisory 
Board Congress officials Mr. R. H. 
Ciodlo was re-elected to the presi
dency, Mr. S. I. J. Bengu of Vry- 
heid was elected vice-president, Mr. 
Bereng of Bethlehem, secretary. Mr. 
A. W. G. Champion was elected to 
the executive with the highest votes, 
and Mr. Malunga of Kimberley 
followed close behind.

A deputation of the Congress is 
to see the Minister of Native Affairs 
to place before him some of the 
resolutions adopted by the confer
ence. If the Minister grants the in
terview the Eiselen letter will un
doubtedly come up for discussion.

The feelir»j that this might be 
one of the last Advisory Board 
Congresses was heightened by the 
fact that by the end of this confer
ence it could not be announced 
where the next one will be held at 
the end of 1956. It is the usual prac
tice for the delegates to be informed 
which municipality has offered a 
venue for the next jonf< rence, but 
the Boards are in the dark up to 
now.

However ineffective the advisory 
boards have been, the Minister’s al
ternative system which will provide 
for ethnic grouping representation 
(urban tribal councils), stricter con- 
for ethnic grouping representation 
ment and the right of the Boards to 
levy the people and impose fines, 
will be even less acceptable.

The difficulty is that too many of 
the Boards have already been ac
customed to the idea that the Gov
ernment will brook no questioning 
and no protest at its plans, and that 
it would therefore be more diplo
matic to still their doubts and ob
jections.



Apartheid, apartheid, apartheid. 
Every year, when Parliament 
meets, the United Party asks the 
same sarcastic question; What 
does apartheid mean?

And every year. Dr. Verwoerd 
gets up, puts a Bill on the Table 
of the House, and says: This is 
what it means.

To which the U.P. replies in 
surprise: Oh, is that what you
mean? We’ll certainly vote for 
that.

You should not take the latest 
uproar about total apartheid too 
seriously. It is the same old argu
ment, just dressed up for 1956.

Why should there be such a 
fuss about whether the Nationa
lists believe in total apartheid or 
not? They never have and they 
never will. Apartheid is the name 
given to the modernised, ruthless, 
oppressive form of slavery we 
have in South Africa. Its purpose 
is to take away all rights from 
non-white workers, control every 
movement they make, and keep 
them as the permanent, cheap 
servants of the White man.

There is no intention of “sepa* 
rating” the non-white worker from 
the white employer. There is no 
intention of giving the African a 
“national home” in the Reserves. 
There is no intention of doing 
anything, except streamlining 
slavery.

The working masses of South 
Africa know exactly what apart
heid means. They have known it 
for a long time, and that is why

IS THERE REALLY NOTHING TO 
TALK ABOUT IN PARLIAMENT?
they are not interested in the 
frothy debates that went on in 
Parliament last week.

Parliament becomes more un
real every year. The debates have 
less and less to do with realities. 
There is a lot of smoke and thun
der, but no one in the House gets 
hurt. The things that are impor
tant receive only fleeting attention. 
These are the sacred subjects, the 
taboo ones.

Last week in the House of As
sembly, Mr. Strauss spoke about 
national unity and the way the 
Nationalist Government is mis
governing the White man. Mr. 
Moore wept bitterly qver the 
Union’s low defence expenditure 
—only 10 per cent of the national 
expenditure. Mr. Mitchell, who 
comes from the English-speaking 
province of Natal, spoke about a 
republic.

Then it was the Government’s 
turn. Mr. Strijdom also spoke 
about national unity. Dr. Ver
woerd spoke about apartheid. And 
we were all back where wc 
started.

NOTHING NEW
One would think that there is

STRIKE BREAKING UNDER THE 
NATIVE LABOUR ACT
58 Benoni Workers Fined
JOHANNESBURG.

An East Rand employer paid out 
£406 in fines when 58 African 
workers from Rand Mining Timber 
Co. were fined £7 each, with the 
alternative of one month’s hard la
bour, in the Benoni Magistrate’s 
Court recently.

The strike took place on January 
17 following the summary dismissal 
of a worker for being late. The 
workers stopped their machines, but 
remained on the premises. The fore
man did not try to talk »o them but 
called in the police and the Labour 
Department.

The workers refused to discuss 
the dispute with Mr. Mentz, the 
Chairman of the Central Native 
Labour Board, who was in Benoni 
following a dispute at another fac
tory earlier in the week. They said 
that they would be prepared to ne
gotiate with a former manager of 
the concern who had been transfer
red by the Company. This man was 
not brought to talk to the workers.

ARRESTED
At about 4 p.m. the workers were 

arrested by two lorry-loads of police 
who had been standing by. When 
their j:asc was heard in court the 
following day, the workers alleged 
that they were never asked whether 
they wished to make arrangements 
for their defence.

During the tea adjournment the 
workers were held in court under 
guard, while Mr. Mentz addressed 
them on the magistrate’s suggestion 
that they appoint a spokesman. 
A trade union organiser tried to 
talk to them through the window of 
the court, but was stopped by Mr. 
Mentz.

In passing sentence the Magistrate 
said that in terms of the Native 
Labour Act he could sentence them 
to a £500 fine, or three years’ im
prisonment. He would however be 
lenient as they all had long service, 
and “had never given trouble be
fore.’’

Since the workers were all broke 
after the holidays they decided that 
ni>m would pay their fines, and that

they would go to prison. They were 
transferred to Boksburg jail the 
following day, and soon after the 
employer arrived with a lorry and 
offered to pay their fines, which he 
said the workers could repay at 5s. 
a week. The workers agreed and 
were taken back to the factory by 
lorry.

These workers did not belong to 
a trade union. After their release 
from jail, a spokesman of the 
workers said: “We see now how the 
trade union movement did its best 
to stand by as. We also want to be
long to a trade union.” Their re
quest for organisation has been re
ferred to the local committee of the 
S.A. Congress of Trade Unions.

During the trial of these workers 
two foremen from another factory, 
where a Native Labour Act strike 
prosecution is pending, were 
brought into court to “learn the 
ropes” of such prosecutins.

SACTU Message To Gold 
Coast Strikers

JOHANNESBURG.
The S.A. Congress of Trade 

Unions has sent a message of soli
darity to the 35,000 miners of the 
Gold Coast who are on strike. 
Their action is an example to all 
exploited and oppressed people in 
Africa, says the message.

------------- ----------------

Advisory Boards Against 
Passes For Women

JOHANNESBURG.
“This conference of Advisory 

Boards is strongly opposed to pas
ses for African women as this will 
degrade our women folk,” said the 
resolution passed at the Congress 
in Pietermaritzburg.

The conference also expressed its 
opposition to the levy of 2s. to be 
included in rents for the building 
of schools. African scblwls should 
be built from the general revenue 
account of (he country, said the 
Boards.

nothing important to discuss, that 
contrary to the old saying, no
thing new ever comes out of 
Africa. But if you were to burrow 
into all the things that Parliament

P A R LIA M EN TA R Y  SURVEY 
by

Peter Meyer

does, you would find lots of in
teresting information.

For example, Mr. Lee-Warden 
asked Mr. Swart a question about 
the “treason” raids last year. For 
the first time, we know approxi
mately how many homes, oflUces 
and other premises were raided in 
that swoop: 460 under the Sup
pression of Communism Act, 456 
under warrants alleging treason 
and sedition. As most, if not all, 
of the treason raids were also un
der the Suppression of Commu
nism Act, this means that round 
about 456 premises were raided 
in the notorious “treason” swoop. 
With what results?

Not one person has yet been 
convicted.

Replying to Mr. Hepple, Mr. 
Swart revealed that 604 South 
Africans have now_ been “named” 
under the Suppression of Commu
nism Act, among them 75 trade 
unionists. Fifty-six trade unionists 
have been ordered to resign from 
their unions. It will also be re
called that Mr. Strijdom once 
said that the Suppression of Com
munism Act was used only against

Communists. Now Swart an
nounces that eight Whites, 54 
Africans and nine Asians, whose 
names do not appear on the Li
quidator’s list, have been banned 
in terms of the Act. So much for 
Mr. Strijdom.

Another question brought to 
light the fact that, between 1950 
and 1954, the number of persons 
sentenced each year to whippings 
has increased from about 4.400 to 
about 14,400. More than 90 per 
cent of the people whipped were 
Non-Whites. In 1954 the number 
of cuts imposed totalled more 
than 70,000.

CRIME FIGURES
Brutality goes hand-in-hand 

with a slave society. As the re
gime becomes more oppressive, 
crime increases. Some of the 
crimes arc serious, but the over
whelming number are minor con
traventions. the result of a system 
where it becomes impossible not 
to conflict with the law.

In 1954, according to informa
tion released last week in Preto
ria, 1,542,699 people were prose
cuted for all classes of crime, an 
increase of 104,406 on 1953. Con
victions totalled 1.373,589 (an in
crease of 90,098). comprising 
Africans, 1.032.421; WTiites, 
174.336; Coloured, 137,560; i 
Asians, 29,272. *

The report itself says (hat by^ 
far the greatest number of convic
tions resulted from minor offences 
against the liquor laws and against! 
African “supervision and control*

W HITE
IN

SOCCER BOSSES 
A FERMENT

JOHANNESBURG.—For a week the soccer world in South 
Africa has been in a ferment The four-man visiting commission from 
F.I.F.A. has had repeated discussions with both the Association 
(the Whites’ Only body) and the non-colour-bar Federation, but all 
have been strictly hush-hush affairs.

It is understood, though, that the Federation has stood firm all 
along and unanimously rejected any compromise suggestions put to 
it as not in keeping with F.I.F.A.’s own statutes.
From the moment the commission 

arrived in South Africa the colour 
bar showed its head. At Jan Smuts 
airport the receptions to the com
mission members fell into two dis
tinct parts; the greetings of the 
small group of Association officials, 
and then the warm welcome from 
Federation officials and a large 
crowd of enthusiastic Non-Euro
pean supporters. At the airport, 
officials Fell and Snaier of the As
sociation clearly snubbed the Fede
ration officials.

It has been an uneasy week for 
the Association and the officials 
looked no happier at the end of 
the week than they seemed at the 
beginning when the soccer probe 
started.

It is thought the commission 
mi^ht have changed its mind about 
seeing Cabinet Ministers. The Fede
ration has said all along that this 
is an affair between F.I.F.A. and 
the soccer bodies, and has nothing 
to do with the Government.

F.I.F.A.’s congress to be held in 
Lisbon in June, and attended by 
representatives of 82 soccer-playing 
nations, will hear the report and 
the findings of the four-man com
mission.

That congress will decide the 
application from the Federation for 
the disaffiliation of the Association 
because it is a minority body and 
has a colour bar constitution, and 
the affiliation and international re
cognition of the Federation instead.

RULING
It is known that even before the 

F.I.F.A. commission came to this 
country it had been ruled in 
F.I.F.A. circles that the Association

is the minority body in South Afri
can soccer. Whatever the recom
mendations of the commission it 
seems impossible for it to erase 
this conclusion and therefore one 
of the Federation’s two grounds for 
the disaffiliation of the Association 
must be upheld.

In the columns of the daily press, 
sports writers have been openly 
punting the case for a soccer colour 
bar expressing the dismay felt by 
Association officials at the effects 
of a ruling against them.

If the Federation is accepted as 
the true organisation of the majo- 
ritv of Suoth African soccer players;

•  The S.A. Football Association 
will be expelled from the world 
body.

•  Countries whose teams are 
affiliated to F.I.F.A. will be barred 
from matches with Association 
teams and South African Associa
tion teams could not play overseas.

•  The Association’s “soccer in
dustry” which derives a great deal 
of revenue for the Association from 
'international matches here would 
be gravely affected.

A LEAD FROM GOVT.
Association officials appear to 

have taken a lead from ^ u th  
Africa’s stand at U.N.O. and are 
harping on the theme that F.I.F.A. 
is not “competent to interfere with 
a domestic issue in South Africa.”

But F.I.F.A.’s own statutes are 
clear enough, and now South Africa 
must await the finding of the com
mission of this international body.

regulations.” These regulations ac
counted for 321,464 convictions; 
the liquor law and dagga regula
tions accounted for 886,601 con
victions.

Perhaps a “humanitarian” M.P. 
will deal with this side of life in 
South Africa.

JOINT SESSION
The United Party, of course, is 

much too busy to deal with little 
matters like this. It is preparing 
for the really big stuff, the debate 
at the forthcoming joint sitting, 
when Strijdom is expected to re
peal the Entrenched Clauses, re
move the Coloured voters from 
the common roll, and assert the 
so-called sovereignty of Parlia
ment. The U P. is buckling on all 
its armour.

When the big day dawns—what 
will happen? I’ll tell you. Mr. 
Strauss will talk about national 
unity! And Mr. Strijdom will talk 
about national unity! And the 
Black Sash women standing for
lornly outside Parliament will gaze 
up at the stars and wonder what 
the time is.

Mr. Strauss is not going to talk 
about the Coloured vote (except, 
perhaps, to warn Strijdom that he 
is alienating the affections of an 
“appendage” which might be use
ful in the struggle against the 
Blacks). Nor are the Black Sash 
women going to stand shoulder- 
to-shoulder with Coloured wo
men at the gates to Parliament. 
Parliament, and the Parliamentary 
struggle, is for Whites only, and 
while it remains like this, Mr. 
Strijdom will remain the boss of 
the Whites.

The real Opposition in South 
Africa are the working masses. 
For a few years, after the Natio
nalists came to power, the U.P. 
pretended to be the champion of 
these masses, but it is shedding 
this role as fast as it can. Its new 
disguise is as the champion of the 
down-trodden Nationalists, who 
supposedly are looking for some
one to lead them in revolt against 
Strijdom! As the U.P., and the 
other Opposition groups, drift 
further and further away from the 
realities of the political situation, 
so the Parliamentary struggle be-\ 
comes more and more pitiful. \ 
Outside Parliament, however, the ' 
issues are clearer and the people j 
more conscious of their task. And > 
they will not fail, the way the | 
Parliamentary Opposition has 
failed. '*

EXPERT WATCHMAKERS
Reasonable prices and guaranteed 
workmanship. For Cycles, Watche* 
and Jewellery come to Klaff’s Cycle 
Works, 82 Harrison Street, Johan
nesburg. New Age readers will re
ceive a special discount on all new 
watches bought. Managed by Issy 

Heyman.

OPTICIANS
Wolfson A De Wet, F.N.A.O. 
fEng.), Qualified Sight-testing and 
Dispensing Opticians, 4 King 
George Street (between Bree and 
Plein Streets), Johannesburg. Please 

note Change of Address. 
Phone 22-3834 

20% Reduction to Africans

BUY

D E L - M A R
KNITTING

WOOLS
They satisfy the most 

discerning and 
discriminating Buyer
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