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It 1s rieht and fittineg that as your President-General,
I should give you. a message as we approach "June 26th", a date
that has become a landmark of svpecial significance to the
African people and their Allies in the ‘Tight fer freedom in the
Union of South Afrlca. .

My messaqe takes the form of a avecial ‘call to my people:
and our allies. I have every confidence that the call shall
have a cordial reception which will result in a fruitful
response from all.
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Ever since 1950, June 26, has become a special day in

the Calendar of the African People of South Africa.
Unlike the other days, which are usually singled out for special

" marking in the South African Calendars, this day has not been

fixed as a statutory holiday by the White Parliament of the .
country. It is a day, which has a special significance for the
African people and their allies, because it was chosen for them
by their own organisation, the African llational Congress; it was
not set aside for them by those who have in other respects taken
so muoh from them., ©For them it is not a day of rejoicing or
frivolity but one of commemoration‘and dedication.

DAY OF COMMEMORATION AND DEDICATION

(2) It is a day of Commemoration, because on this day as
directed by our "Parliameént", the African National

Congress, -we rust call to mind all those men and women from
all walks of life =~ Chiefs and'bommoners,'Educated'and Un-educated
Leaders and followers of various movements - who at different
times in our history have laid down their lives or made other
sacrifices in the strusggle for our rights and our freedom. On
this day in every place where Africans foregather- at home, at

“work or at play - they are called upcn to recount to themselves
and to others the heroic deeds of our forebears in defence of
their homeland and of their rights as free men, not only 1in the
past but also during the. recent campaign.

It is a Day of Dedieation, because Africans, remembering
the past and bearing in mind their duty for the future must
dedicate themselves afresh to work for the objectives for which
they made the supreme sacrifice, "Not for Nothing &id they do it"
- must be our watchword. '
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" BEGINNING OF DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN.

(3) A year ago on this day the African National Congress

in conjunction with- thelr Allies launched the campaign
for the Defiance of Unjust Laws - a campaign whose significance
lay not alone in the fact that thousands of Africans and their
Allies made the sacpifice and paid the price called for by it,
but also in the fact that an even greater number chose the path
of freedom and having put their feet on .that road are resolved
not t5 turn back. The mental and spiritual freedom achieved goes
far beyond the physical conercicn impcsed and endured,
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ATTACK ON LIADERS k|
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(4); As 1s known to you all the attack of the Powers- that be
directly upon our leaders and indirectly upon our
erganisation is proceeding apace. Almost daily repcrts are
appearine about fresh bans and further restrictions immosed
upon this or that Leader of the African Mational Congress for
alleged promotinn of feelings -ef hostility between Black and
White. Responsible leaders of the African National Congress
have never stood fer, nvr preached any such hostiiity. This
is also true' ef the leaders of eur Allies. On the contrary
~ever since its inception the African National Congress has
‘advocated peace and moodwill betwean the races in South Africa
on the only basis on which it is convinced such a state of
affairs can be permanently achieved - on the basis of egqual
rights fer all., The African National Congress has asserted
that it -is a. denlal of such rights to certain sections of the
povulation which is poisoning the relations between the
different groups represented in South Africa., . The silencing
of individuals or groups by means of bans and orders will not
disprove this. fact to say . nothino of the Pfact that it will not
alter the conv1ctlons of members of,thérAfriCan National
Congress about the essential juStice of their claims.
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“hat then shall we do on.June 26, 1953, to:commemorate our
honoured forerunners and to renew our resolve to keep alive
the sense of devotion which they dzmonstrated and the svpirit
by which they were inspired? I am 1nep1red to call upon all
Congress Branches and members - ani 1n this ‘call I inelude
our gallant allies.-

l.- On the evening ¢f Friday June 26, 1953, in the homes of
all freedom-loving people, especially non-European - let
there be a spegial act ef commemoration and dedication,
so that members of our house-holds, young and old, may
be reminded about the significance of this day. Let the
older members of - the householi tell the younger, so far
as they know it, the story of the struggle of the
African people in particular and the non-European in
general for their liberation both in the area in which
they are located and elsewhere in the country. Mention
Specificially the names and the deeds of those known
to them who have made their contribution to the strugsle,

.whether they were against us:.  or. were for us. These who
are away from their homes should be able to find suitable
ways in which they can carry out this aspect of my call.

B At a time when this is.going on we should light a fire
outside our homes or place a lighted candle or a lantern
as a symbol of the spark of freedom which we are
determined to keep alive in our hearts and a sisgn to our
followers - freedom-lovers- that we are keeping the vigil
on that night. What a mighty inspiration it would be to
us if we were to see all these lighted fires all around at
a fixed hour to remind us of the undying flames of
freedom which must inspire our strugele until our
objectives are achieved! Let this fixed hour be 9.p.m.



%, Rach Branch is asked to approach all the Ministers of the

Local Churches to observe the Sunday following June 26,1953,
namely June 28, as a day of commemoration and Dedication. On that
day let everyone who can attend the special Service decided uvon
share in the act of Commemoration and Dedication.

4, These injunctions are not intended to be exhaustive and so
in addition any Branch may embark on other activities in
keeninz with the spirit of the day.

5. All Branches are required to send in a Special report to
Provincial Head-quarters indicating how June 26, 1953, was
observed in their areas. Provincial Headquarters in turn are
required to report to the Head Office of how the Commemoration
was carried on throughout the Provincz. These reports should be
oollated and published in a special issue of the Provincial
Bulletin for the information of all the Branches in the Province.
The National Head-Office will also in turn publish a special
Bulletin for the information of all the Branches in the Provinces
as to how June 26, 1953, was remembered throughout South Africa.

6. This message, in all its sentiments and force, is intended

_ equally for the other communities associated with us in our
strugele for freedom. I commend it to the leaders of these
communities and respectfully request theém to accept it and ~-
ecraciously convey it to their respective communities for acceptance
and action.

Vours in the National Service:
T L Y

(S2d) AIBERT J. LUTULI
PRISIDENT-GENERAL, AFRICAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS..

DR WA JCALAR AAEDCET -

". T, d8 President of the Natal Indian Congress, accebpt
the invitation of our President-General, CHIEF A.J. LUTULI
and pledege on behalf of the Indian peorle of Natal to make
June 26th a day of dedication and commemeration.

", Icall on all members: of the=Provincial Executive
Workineg Committee and Branch Committees to see to it that
this message =zoes to the people. &ven if it 1s too late te
ocet all our supvorters to carry out these instructions
efforts must be made to et as many people as possible to
observe this day..

" T am gquite certain that as the years go by every
single home in South Africa will observe June 26th as a day
of commemoration and dedication to those that have served
the cause eof AFRICA",

(3zd) . G. M. NAICKER,
PRISIDENT - NATAL INDIAN
CONGRESS.

“ISSULD BV: TATAL INDIAN CONCRESS - 2.0. Fox 2299 ~DURBAN,
24/6 /53.
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