
AFRICAN If ATI DUAL CCHGJUfc£.

Simoe our 1aat rtptft to you i u ^  things have hsppsned.

There hart 1mm throe Mmovals trmm 3 •phi«town to Maedow lands.

•t ill  a o o o f  itlod a largo u o r t  polioe force. Although than 

ha* not bow  muah work done on any ooalo noar tho first throo ramovals, 

sons people show signs of roslstanoo to thla foroed removal. Tha 

looal pooplo hart explained their Aiffioult position that in order 

to raiae tho morale the national supsrriaion and aasiatance is still 

very neoeaaary. Tha apoolal taek la to unity tha property owners and 

tha nassea of the people of the *estem  Areas, to foater in them a 

aplrit of reaiatanoe eepeoially against tha sale of their ; ropertiea

ao that the government should So foroed to expropriate tkterci. This 

qua a ti on of removing Aeople from their hcaws nuat continue to be used 

as a national oaqpaign and linked with the Qroup Areae Act struggle* 

Thera are meny psople who ere affected hy this type of removal in 

▼arious other ports of tha country* A uniform plan for this fight 

must ha adopted, using the testem Areas always as the central point 

in the fight a^inat tha uprooting of the people from their hones.

The African Notional Congrsas hss a tendenoy of paying less attention 

to the fight against the froup Araaa Act and the so-called .'.en. vai 

6oheme. Province* and Branches must tacVle this struggle in a more 

rigortma way than the; are doing now.

Prorinoea are failing to give tha neceaaaxy co-operation to the 

Treasurer-Qsneral* As o result the plana of the Treaeurer-General to 

raiee funds have boon cri-pled elnce he muat have funds to make a 

a tart. Hie dirootivoo ere not oomplled with. Ihe position hss become 

4 0 M  artrmeelj difficult in carrying on the a*aini strati on. In tnis 

regard Transvaal haa bean vary helpful and ia to be credited with the 

share of renta% of the offioo end telephone ohargea. !kit they/ too,

have not been sbls to oomply with the requireraents of the Treasurer- 

General. Provinces are using money whioh rightly belongs to the head 

offioo* This is a serious matter which naist be properly dealt with by 

tha National Executive. Sane other methods of raising funds oust be
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whioh M B t t i u  valuable adueatioual information v u  placed tat thia 

aoaay h u  not yet been pal4. 1st tha paaphleta t h M N l w i  are a m u i  

of raiaing fund*. It  la t a t la a M  that a profit of £95 will to u i *  

from tha aala of thaaa paapklata. Thar* ara oertain important debt a 

which auat be Mt<

OMBAWISATIONAL*

It la high time that wa ahould examine oarefully tha aarloua 

waakneaaaa In our organisation. Thia matter waa property dealt with In 

tha laat year'a Rational Ksaoutiva Bapavt . The miattaing of our plana, 

tha lack of personnel la largely due to thia i fcranohaa do not aaaa to 

know thair dutiaa properly j tha prorinoial offloaa ara unable to account 

to tha National haad offloa about thair aetivitiea. No raporta ara
f

received. No answer to oorraapondanoe la raoaivwd. One of tha raaaona

for thia la tha machinery of Congroaa ltaalf. Tha f»ot that tba National 

ha ad quart ara cannot have direct aooaaa to tha tranches, mu at tee properly 

exrained. Tha new oonatltutian wuat cover thaaa weaknesses if we are to 

■aka headway* Kxecutive membera must work in thair zwapactive are a a and 

be part of the branch or the province in order to aolve some of the 

diffioultiea.

RANTU SDUCmON.

There haa been a great oonfualon in the country which ha a alaoet 

threatened ti* vary U fa  of the organiaatinn. Tha National Kxecutive 

must aooept responsibility for thia aituation baoauae it ia a reflection 

on the leaderahip not on tha branchaa. Tha poatponament of tha school 

boycott action frcei tha lat April without aatting a date created great 

confuaion. Although the raaaona for tha poet*onement were very sound,

It  la claar that in aom* areaa people ware unable to appreciate theae 

diffioultiaa. The aituation waa, however, made woraa by the fact that 

tha National -jcocutive waa unabla to aooada to tha iwqueat of tha Trans- 

vaal aa the Transvaal had already made ita lntentiona to iwquest the 

National ioecutiva that the araaa which ware ready ahould be given a 

chance to begin tha boycotts It aeena claar that if  tba people were 

fivan acne form of an action on tha introauotion of Bantu Biuo at ion, tha 

aituation would haWe been muoh better.
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The Secretariat is aatiafied that the boycott la tbe Transvaal 

was not inq>ired by the offioial leadership and that it became clearly 

a movement beyond their control. Thia, however, la a natter which oust 

ba explained by tha Transvaal itself through its representatives. Our 

difficulties in giving thia report are still preoisely because we have 

not received a written report aa to what ia happening in the branches.

The Working Committee found itself confronted with the difficulty 

of the boyoott which was started on the Band. The threat of Or. Verwoerd 

and the growing anger of the r*opie which manifested itself :'n this 

boyoott and the grouble made by unruly end undisciplined elements within 

the organisation some of when wsre responaible for starting the boycott 

In sane areas. But tbe question which faced the Working Caomittee was 

no longsr a question of who statted "the trouble" but rather the 

recognition ot the fact that the boycott was on. Although some people 

genuinely believed that they were implementing the decision of the 

Afrioan National Congress, there were two things that were open to the 

Working Committee - wither to issue a statement disclaiming the boycott 

struggle or to step in so as to bring it within tha soope and control of 

the African National Congress. As a result of this situation, the Working 

CcBunittee decided to is.sua a stateroent congratulating those arsas which 

had already gone into action and oalling upon the country to demonstrats 

by withdrawing their children on the 23th April. The question as to 

what should happen to tne areas whioh had already gone out was fully 

oonaidered. It was decided that It should be clarified in the statement 

that they had prctfcstea and therefore done their part, but whether the 

children should go I'aok to school or not, was to iepend on tbe concrete 

conditions in each given area. Thia was discussed with particular 

refererwe to the PresidentiKJeneral's expressed wish that in those areas

which had already protested,
f i i ' f t  V «  . i. J  i
Working Conraittee felt that it was sufficient to raaJre an explanation of 

the offioial positior of the African National Congress and thereafter 

let the decision be taken by tha people of the area themselves.

It waa after this decision that we learned of the assault of Kr.

P.'}. Vundla. W« immediately issued a statement deploring the action of 

of those who were responsible* We wrote Vo Mr. Vundla and to tlr*



TJransvaal Province Miring for full particular* which haw not yet 

W «  mubm.ittad to the Secretariat. Otter disturbing factors which 

require the attention of the Executive ia the alleged information 

that Mr. *undla did not only cmBpaign for the re tarn of the children 

to eohool but alao organised a deputation to the Native Affairs Dept.

This matter has osused concern in the ranks of tfte African National 

Congress. Another matter was the statement of the Deputy i’resident- 

tieneral in the "-^antu World” which a earned to hare been oontrary to the 

Sorting Committee statement and therefore oauaed more confuaion. Vll 

thaae natters will now be fully gone into and the country should be 

given s definite lead on thia matter of great importanca. The Secretariat 

has not done ouch about the ttluoational Council but arrangements have bean 

made for e meeting on Monday, 23rd May, The alternative education, how. 

erer, haa proved from the preliminariee on the Hand to be the moat 

difficult taek of this oaapaign. The Secretariat is oon ri need that the f  

situation will be made mare difficult by giving an impression that the 

people will walk out of Bantu Wucation aohools into ready-made peoples' 

sohools. The Kxecutive must therefore correct any auoh impreasiona b, 

giving the people the exeot poeition if  we are to avoid further confuaion 

and trouble in t>Jks regard.

TRAPS UMCN Mu/lttaiT.

The oo-ordination between Congreaa and *orksra* movement ia atill 

far behind expectation. Kv«n on the -[ueation where there was a up posed 

to be a Joint action of Congreaeea and the Trade Union movements on the 

boyoott of U .T.C . produote, the reeults were vary diaappointing. Port 

Elisabeth alone, it appeara implemented the dsoiaion fully. The 

Secretariat considers that no useful purpose is served by continuing thgs 

boyoott espeeially in view the reported mergsr of the two main tobacco 

companiee. This nee eituation retiree  that the matter be re-examined, 

and reconsidered. The *ortring Committee decided to oo-opt the newly- 

elected National secretary of the South African Congress of Trade Unione, 

Mr. Leelie Meslna, who is also one of the leading African National Congress
e*•» «

leaders in the Transvssl. Hs fully explained hi a difficulties <to the
*

Secretariat. Becauae of the great taek now before him as a National 

Secretary, hs may find it slmoat impossible to attend all meetings of the



itaaoutiwa. * •  fully ap^raoiatad thaaa difficult!** and w* hava 

paraiatad t e t  It i*  hath in tha tntaraata of tha workara m l outmIti* 

that k« should sarvs on tte fcacutiwa and that his difflanltlaa would 

ha tsksn lata aaooaat.

coyqoBs of m i  people.

Tha Prsaidant Qanaral hsa appaalad to tha country that wa should 

a tap up our affbrta in tha eaqpalpi for tha Congraaa of tha Paopla, whioh 

ia only four aaaika iwajr now. Tha Sacratariat ia rathar disturbed bj 

tha knoaladga that tha Afrioaai National t'ongraaa haa not giwan tha 

naoaaaary attention and laad on this yexy graat campaign. It ia, howaTar, 

hoped that even with thia ahort epaae of tiaa tha wembe» of tha National 

ficaoutiwa will work wary hard in thair raapaotiwa araas in order to ana -ra 

great auooaaa. toporta frtai Tarioua region* in tha country as giwan to 

tha Oongreaa of tha *aop2* «*aoratariat ara rathar enoouraging. In 

raoant ncntha tha National Organiser of tha Congreaa of tha ieople is 

report ad to hawa giwan no oo-oparation to tha Congreaa of tha P*opl* 

Secretariat. Nor haa ha glwan raporta to the Secretariat of tha African

National Congreaa.

Tha Working ^onmitt** haa iaauad a atateaent on tha fort Haro 

incidant and has daman^d tha return of all tha atudanta and an p a r t ia l  

daausLaaion of inquiry. Tha Working Coudttee haa iaauad a statement on 

tha Sonata M.11 ra-itarating ita tor*er atand on tha Coloured Votera’ 

quaation. It ragarda this natter aa of graat aignificanoa which deaerwas 

tha aarioua attention and a poeitiwe lina of action by tba African

National Congraaa.

Tha faaa Laws ara haunting tha country. V  atfttanent haa bwen 

iaauad hy tha Acting Sacratar*-General but more haa to ba dene on thia

waty important quaation.

Tha Kaacuti^e muat oonaidar tha naw aituatior which haa ariaen in

tha Transksi, tha fact that tha kiwarnaant haa raoantly auooaadad in |

influencing tranda of awanta as ahown by tha aooaptanoa of lantu Kduca-

tion and Bantu Authnrltiaa Act. Thia naw trand night prowa fatal in tha 

struggls for fraadoai.

Signed
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