
CITY OF JOHANNESBURG.

OFFICE OF THE T O W  CLERK.
20th June 1969.

TO ALL COUNCILLORS AND 
HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS.

FUNERAL ; THE LATE COUNCILLOR HOPS.

At the request of the family and in 
terms of the funeral arrangements, there 
will not be a general funeral procession 
after the Church ceremony.

After the church ceremony the pall
bearers will take the coffin to the fire 
engine. The fire engine will move it to 
the funeral parlour, followed by the

al car and cars containing the family 
and the pall-bearers only.

The Civic ceremony will end after 
the church cervice.

A.P. BURGER,
TOWN CLERK.

KANTOOR VAN DIE STADSKLERK.
20 Junie 1969.

AAN ALLE RAADSLEDE EN 
AFDELINGSHOOFDE.

BEGRAFNIS : WYLE RAADSLID ROOS.

Op versoek van die familie en 
ooreenkomstig die begrafnisreëlings sal 
daar nie h algemene begrafnisstoet na 
aflopp van die kerkdiens plaasvind nie.

Na die kerkdiens sal die draers die 
doodskis na die brandweermasjien neem.
Die masjien sal dit na die roukamer van 
die begrafnisondernemers vervoer, gevolg 
slegs deur die burgemeesterlike motor en 
motors wat die familie en draers vervoer.

Die amptelike seremonie eindig na die 
kerkdiens.

A.P. BURGER, 
STADSKLERK.

STAD JOHANNESBURG. /



T R I B U T E  B Y  T H E  M A Y O R ,  C O U N C I L L O R  P A T R I C K  LEWIS, T O  C O U N C I L L O R  
PIETER M. R O O S  A T  T H E  S P E C I A L  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  O N  FRIDAY, 20TH 
______________________________J U N E  1969.

W e  are met this morning to pay tribute to Councillor Pieter Meyer 
Roos who died suddenly on the evening of Wednesday the 18th June 1969. Councillor 
Roos was first elected to this Council on the 27th October 1954 and at the time of 
his death was the Chairman of the Management Committee.

I think it would be fitting if I endeavoured to sketch for you the 
career of Councillor Roos from the information at m y  disposal:

Pieter Roos was born on 23rd August 1906. W h e n  he was 18 months 
old and his brother John 6 months old, his father died. At that time the family home 
was in Berg Street, Belgravia. It was then a good residential area. His mother,
Mrs. Nell Roos took on the responsibility of this young family and by dint of courage 
and hard work managed to give these two lads a sound education and a good start in 
life. Many is the time that I have heard Pieter Roos pay tribute to his mother for 
her courage and the affection shown to the two lads in her charge. After receiving 
their high school education both lads chose to enter the Quantity Surveying Profession. 
After studying at what was then the Johannesburg School of Mines, later to become 
Witw. University, Pieter Roos qualified as a Quantity Surveyor on 21st November 1927. So 
began his career in the profession to which be was to rise to high eminence being 
President of the Chapter of South A.friean Quantity Surveyors in 1942/44. He con
tinued to contribute to his profession as he remained an examiner until his death.

His practical experience as a Quantity Surveyor gave him a unique 
insight into all matters connected with the building industry and this knowledge proved 
of great value to the many financial, industrial and commercial concerns with w h o m  he 
came in contact in later years. In his profession he was associated with his brother,
John, from 1933 in the firm of Roos and Roos, a name which was well-known through 
the Republic of South Africa and beyond its borders in the Federation of Rhodesia.

On the 21st November 1930 Pieter Roos married Joan Stephens. She 
was to prove a wonderful companion, who sustained him in good times and bad. She 
identified herself with his interests and was a tower of strength to him. They had 
two children. Judy the eldest suffers from Cerebral Palsy. All those who knew of 
the bond between parents and daughter were enriched by the knowledge of that 
affection and understanding.

A  facet of his life which added considerably to his enjoyment and to 
his zest for living v/as his beautiful baritone singing voice. Tall of stature, c o m m a n d 
ing in presence, m a n y  will recall with joy and nostalgia his appearances on stage in 
Savoy operas, particularly in performances under the aegis of the Johannesburg 
Operatic and Dramatic Society. His appearance as the Red Shadow in the "Desert 
Song" will long be remembered. Resonant of voice, always with reserves of power 
and sheer enjoyment on the stage made him a well-loved stage personality.

This love of music had a profound effect on his interests. He was 
the leading influence in the building of the Civic Theatre. On formation of the Board 
of Governors he was the obvious choice as its first Chairman, a post he occupied to 
the date of his death. The Pieter Roos Hall at the Civic Theatre is a lasting tribute 
to his work in establishing what has become one of the focal points in Johannesburg's 
Civic life. He had ambitions to establish a training school for young artists and steps 
to implement this further development had been instituted by him. Throughout his 
life he took an interest in young artists and did what he could to encourage them.
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Before I deal with Councillor Pieter Roos' Council activities, I 
would like to deal with the contribution he has made to two charitable organisations 
in particular. I refer to Happiness for the Handicapped and the Forest Town School 
for Cerebral Palsied Children. Happiness for the Handicapped House erected on 
Hedley Chilvers Square at the corner of Rissik and Wolmarans Streets is a unique 
building with a unique atmosphere. In that building, built to make the handicapped 
at home, are also housed man y  organisations catering for our less fortunate citizens. 
I know from people who work there what the facilities provided there mea n  to many 
people. I know, too, the thought and care Pieter Roos devoted to the Happiness for 
the Handicapped Organisation and the building of that centre. For the Forest Town 
School he had a particular place in his heart and the Forest F a r m  Unit could not 
have been created without his drive and persistence. Both his and his wife's efforts 
in raising funds for these organisations have been untiring.

Councillor Roos was a m a n  writh a zest for living. In his young days 
he was a very active golfer, particularly at the Parkview Golf Club and in his later 
days enjoyed his game of bowls as m u c h  as any. For some years now he has skipped 
the Mayoral Rink, which has been so well received when visiting bowling clubs in the 
City. Wherever one went people knew and liked Pieter Roos. His efforts to help 
blind bowlers culminated in the building of special greens for blind bowlers at the 
Club in Rosebank.

He was a very active Mason and rose to the second highest office of 
the Order being created the Deputy District Grand Master of English Freemasonry 
in the Transvaal. His activities in all aspects of the Order showed his interest and 
regard for his fellow man. He also found time to be an active Rotarian.

Councillor Roos was elected to the Council in October 1954. Because 
of his professional qualifications it was natural that he wras chosen to serve on the 
Works and Traffic Committee.

In 1956 he was made Chairman of that Committee. At that time 
considerable attention was being given to the planning of the road system, the con
struction of expressways, the building of the Civic Centre, the building of parking 
garages, the installation of parking meters. Into this task he threw his full energy, 
travelling abroad at his own expense to acquaint himself with overseas developments.

Pieter Roos enjoyed his Chairmanship of the Works and Traffic 
Committee and maintained his interest in this Committee's work throughout his 
Council service. Many of the developments taking place today were planned during 
his Chairmanship.

In 1962 he was selected by his colleagues for the onerous post of 
Chairman of Management Committee. His personal preference at the time would 
have been to have remained as Chairman of Works and Traffic.

For 7|- long years he remained Chairman of the Management C o m 
mittee, the most responsible and onerous office for a Councillor. In 1964/1965 he 
was elected Mayor of the City. As in all matters he undertook, he and his wile were 
unsparing in their efforts during their Mayoral term.

Three years ago he suffered a bad heart attack. The after effects 
placed a severe strain on him and m a n y  was the day when he must have struggled to 
keep himself going.
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To you, his colleagues, who have known him so well, it is not 
necessary for m e  to deal at great length with all his activities on behalf of this City, 
with his work on the Council of Reef Municipalities, on PACT, on the Johannesburg 
Publicity Association, on the Rand Water Board and scores of other organisations.

His interest in the development of the Civic Theatre took him abroad 
in March of this year.

For a young m a n  the planned trip would have been strenuous, for a 
person of Councillor Roos' age, and at that time of the year, the trip was a tax on 
his system and as a result of bronchial pneumonia contracted on that trip, it was 
necessary for him to curtail his trip and return to his home and family.

Many is the m a n  who, having suffered the severe setback in health 
some 3 years ago, would have withdrawn from strenuous activity and retired to the 
retreat he had established at Ramsgate. N O T  so Pieter Roos. He loved to be in the 
thick of it, believing his work not yet done.

W e  who knew him so well will find it hard to picture this Council 
without him. He loved Johannesburg, his roots were here, he was one of its sons 
who will long be remembered.

To his wife, Joan, who through thick and thin identified herself with 
her husband, we extend our deepest sympathy. To his brother John and his family, 
who was so closely linked with him at home and in business we offer our condolences. 
To his children and grandchildren of w h o m  he spoke with such affection we extend our 
hearts and trust that their treasured memories will sustain them.

The Mayor will M O V E  as an unopposed motion:
"That the Council expresses its deep sympathy with the widow and 

family of the late Pieter Meyer Roos who was a m e m b e r  of this Council from 27th 
October 1954 until his death on 18th June 1989 and was Mayor of Johannesburg in 
1964/65, in the loss which they have sustained and records its appreciation of the 
valuable services rendered by him to the community as a m e m b e r  of the Council."

J B / Z M B .
20.6.69.



»N HULDSBLYK DEUR DIE BURGEMEESTER, RAADSLID PATRICK LEWIS, AAH WYL3 RAADSLID 
PIETER H. ROOS, OP DIE SPSSIALE RAAD3VERGADERIKG, OPVRYDAG, 20 JUHIE 1969

Ons is vanoggend hier byeen om hulde te bring aan raadslid 
Pieter Meyer Roos wat op Woensdagaand, 18 Junie 1969, skielik heen- 
gegaan het. Raadslid Roos is op 27 Oktober 1954 die eerste keer tot 
hierdie Raad verkies en was ten tye van sy oorlye die Voorsitter van 
die Bestuurskomitee.

Ek dink dit sal gepas wees as ek raadslid Roos se loopbaan vir 
u skets uit die inligting waaroor ek beskik.

Pieter Roos is op 23 Augustus 1906 gebore. Toe hy 18 maande en 
sy broer John ses maande oud was, is sy vader oorlede. Die gesin het 
destyds in Bergstraat, Belgravia, gewoon. Toe was dit nog 'n goeie 
woonbuurt. Sy moeder, mev. Nell Roos, het die verantwoordelikheid vir 
die jong gesin op haar geneem, en met moed en ywer daarin geslaag om 
aan hierdie twee seuns 'n goeie opvoeding te besorg en hulle vir die 
lewe vcor te berei. Eenige keer het ek Pieter Roos met lof hoor praat 
van sy moeder se moedigheid en haar liefde vir die twee seuns vir wie 
sy moes sorg. Na hulle hoerskoolopleiding, het albei seuns besluit om 
die bourekenaarsberoep te volg. Pieter Roos het op 21 November 1927 
aan die destydse Johannesburg School of Mines, wat later die Universiteit 
van die Witwatersrand geword het, sy bourekenaarskwalifikasies verwerf.
Dit was die begin van sy loopbaan in die beroep waarin hy later tot 
groot hoogtes sou styg: hy het naamlik in 1942/44 President van die 
Suid-Afrikaanse Tak van Kwantiteitsopnemers geword. Hy het voortgegaan 
om 'n bydrae tot sy beroep te lewer, want hy was tot sy afsterwe nog 
'n eksaminator.

Sy praktiese ondervinding as 'n bourekenaar het hom 'n unieke 
insig in alle sake betreffende die boubedryf besorg, en hierdie kennis 
was tot groot nut vir die vele nywerheids-, handels- en finansiële 
ondememings waarmee hy later te doen gekry het. In sy beroep was hy 
en sy broer, John, vanaf 1933 vennote in die firma Roos en Roos, wat 
deur die hele Suid-Afrika en oorkant die grense in die Federasie van 
Rhodesië bekend geraak het.

Pieter Roos is op 21 November 1930 met Joan Stephens getroud.
Sy was vir hom 'n wonderlike lewensmaat wat hom deur dik en dun by- 
gestaan het. Sy het haar ten voile met sy belange vereenselwil en 
was vir hom 'n bron van krag. Hulle het twee kinders gehad. Judy, 
die oudste, is 'n serebraalverlamde. Almal wat bewus xvas van die 
band tussen cuers en dogter, is verryk deur hierdie liefde en begrip.

Sen/



Een faset van sy lewe wat heelwat bygedra het tot sy lewensgenot 
en lewensvreugde was sy pragtige baritonstem. Hy was lank van gestalte 
met 'n indrukwekkende persoonlikheid en menigeen sal met heimwee- 
terugdink aan die genot wat sy verhoogoptrede in Savoy-operas verskaf 
het - veral sy optrede in opvoerings onder beskerming van die 
Johannesburg Operatic and Dramatic Society. Sy vertolking van die 
rol van Red Shadow in Desert Song sal nog lank onthou word. Met 
sy welluidende stem en sy nimmer eindigende energie en weens die 
loutere genot wat die toneel hom verskaf het, was hy 'n gunsteling 
op die verhoog.

Sy liefde vir musiek het 'n groot invloed op sy belangstellings 
gehad. Hy was die dryfkrag agter die totstandkoming van die Stad- 
skouburg. Toe die Beheerraad saamgestel is, was hy die klaarblyklike 
keuse as die eerste Voorsitter, 'n amp wat hy tot sy dood toe beklee 
het. Die Pieter Roos-saal in die Skouburg is 'n blywende aandenking 
aan sy werk in verband met die daarstelling van die Skouburg, wat 
een van die brandpunte van Johannesburg se gemeenskapslewe geword het. 
Dit was sy strewe om 'n opleidingskool vir jong kunstenaars daar te 
stel en hy het dan ook stappe gedoen om die ideaal te verwesenlik.
Hy het sy lewe lank belang gestel in die jong kunstenaars en alles 
in sy vermoë gedoen om hulle aan te moedig.

Voordat ek raadslid Pieter Roos se werksaamhede in die Stadsraad 
behandel, wil ek graag melding maak van sy aandeel aan die werksaamhede 
van twee liefdadigheidsorganisasies in die besonder, naamlik die 
Geluk vir Gestremdes-organisasie en die Skool vir Serebraalverlamde 
Kinders, Forest Town. Geluksgebou, wat op die Hedley Chilvers-plein 
op die hoek van Rissik- en Wolmaransstraat opgerig is, is 'n gebou 
enig in sy soort, met 'n buitengewone atmosfeer. In die gebou, wat 
ingerig is om die gestremde tuis te laat voel, word ook baie organi- 
sasies gehuisves wat na die welsyn van minderbevoorregte burgers 
omsien. Mense wat daar werk het my vertel wat die geriewe daar vir 
baie mense beteken. Ek is ook bewus van die bedagsaamheid en sorg 
wat Pieter Roos aan die dag gelê het jeens die Geluk vir Gestremdes- 
organisasie en die oprigting van dié sentrum. Die Forest Town-skool 
het 'n besondere plek in sy hart ingeneem, en die Forest-plaaseenheid 
sou nie sonder sy ywer en volharding tot stand gekom het nie. Sowel

hy/
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hy as sy gade het hulle onvermoeid vir die insameling van fondse vir 
hierdie inrigtings beywer.

Raadslid Roos was 'n man met lewensvreugde. In sy jeug was hy 
'n geesdriftige gholfspeler, hoofsaaklik by die Parkviewse Gholfklub, 
en later het hy intense genot uit rolbal geput. Die afgelope paar 
jaar was hy kaptein van die Burgemeester se Rolbalspan, wat oral by 
rolbalklubs in die stad 'n gulhartige ontvangs geniet het. Oral waar 
'n mens gekom het, het die mense Pieter Roos geken en van hom gehou. 
Sy pogings om blinde rolbalspelers te help, het 'n hoogtepunt bereik 
met die aanlê van 'n spesiale rolbalveld vir blinde rolbalspelers by 
die klub in Rosebank.

Hy was 'n besonder bedrywige Vrymesselaar en is tot die tweede 
hoogste rang in die organisasie bevorder, naamlik die Deputy District 
Grand Master van die English Freemasonry in the Transvaal. Sy deel- 
name aan al die bedrywighede van die Organisasie het bewys gelewer 
van sy belangstelling in en agting vir sy medemens. Hy het ook die 
tyd^Meruim om aktief aan die Rotariërbeweging mee te doen.

Raadslid Roos is in Oktober 1954 tot die Raad verkies. Vanweë 
sy professionele kwalifikasies was hy 'n vanselfsprekende keuse vir 
die Komitee vir Werke en Verkeer.

Hy het in 1956 Voorsitter van dié Komitee geword. Daar is 
destyds baie aandag geskenk aan die beplanning van die padstelsel, 
die oprigting van snelweë, die bou van die Burgersentrum, die bou van 
parkeergarages en die aanbring van parkeermeters. Hy het hom met 
oorgawe aan hierdie taak gewy, en op eie koste na die buiteland af- 
gereis om met oorsese ontwikkeling op dié gebied vertroud te raak.

Pieter Roos het sy amp as Voorsitter van die Komitee vir Werke 
en Verkeer geniet, en al die jare wat hy raadslid was, belangstelling 
in die werk van hierdie Komitee behou. Baie van die ontwikkelings 
wat tans plaasvind, is onder sy voorsitterskap beplan.

In 1962 het sy kollegas hom gekies vir die moeilike amp van 
Voorsitter van die Bestuurskomitee. Hy sou destyds verkies het om 
aan te bly as Voorsitter van die Komitee vir Werke en Verkeer.

Hy het 7 -5- jaar lank Voorsitter van die Bestuurskomitee gebly - 
die moeilikste amp uaaraan daar die meeste verantwoordelikheid ver- 
bonde is. In 1964/65 is hy tot Burgemeester van die stad verkies.

So os/
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Soos met alles wat hy aangepak het, het hy en sy vrou tydens sy 
burgemeesterstermyn geen moeite ontsien nie.

Drie jaar gelede het hy 'n emstige hartaanval gekry. Die

seker vir hom 'n groot inspanning om aan die gang te bly.

Vir u, sy kollegas, wat hom so goed geken het, hoef ek nie

verrig het, of op sy werk in die Raad van Randse Munisipaliteite, 
TRUK, die Johannesburgse Publisiteitsvereniging, die Randwaterraad 
en tientalle ander organisasies nie.

Hy het in Maart vanjaar in belang van die ontwikkeling van die 
Stadskouburg na die buiteland vertrek. Die beplande reis sou seifs 
vir 'n jong man veeleisend gewees het; en vir iemand van raadslid 
Roos se ouderdom, was die reis in dié tyd van die jaar, te veel vir

reis moes onderbreek en terugkeer na sy tuiste en sy gesin.

Iemand anders sou seker na die emstige knak wat sy gesondheid 
drie jaar gelede gekry het, hom aan inspannende bedrywighode onttrek 
en hom stil op sy rusplek by Ramsgate gaan afsonder het. Maar NIE 
Pieter Roos nie. Vir hom was daar nog werk wat wag, en hoe drukker 
dit daaraan toe gegaan het, hoe meer het hy daarvan gehou.

Vir ons wat hom so goed geken het, gaan dit moeilik wees om ons 
die Raad sonder hom voor te stel. Hy het Johannesburg liefgehad; 
hier het hy groot geword. Hy was een van die seuns van ons stad wat 
lank onthou sal word.

Aan sy vrou, Joan, wat haar deur dik en dun vereenselwig het met 
haar man, betuig ons ons innigste meegevoel. Teenoor sy broer, John, 
en sy gesin wat tuis en in die besigheid so nou aan. hom verbonde was, 
wil ons ook ons deelneming uitspreek. Ons harte gaan uit na sy kinders 
en kleinkinders van wie hy altyd met soveel liefde gepraat het. Mag 
hulle kosbare herimeringe hulle in hierdie moeilike tyd onderskraag.

Die Burgemeester STEL as 'n onbestrede mosie VOOR:

„Dat die Raad sy innige meegevoel met die weduwee en familie van 
wyle Pieter Meyer Roos betuig, wat vanaf 27 Oktober 1954 tot met sy 
afsterwe op 18 Junie 1969 'n lid van hierdie Raad, en in 1964/65 
Burgemeester van Johannesburg was, met die verlies wat hulle gely het, 
en dat hy sy waardering vir die waardevolle dienste wat hy as 'n lid 
van die Raad aan die gemeenskap gelewer het, boekstaaf."

nagevolge daarvan was uiters stremmend vir horn^en menige dag was dit

uitvoerig in te gaan op al die werksaamhede wat hy namens die stad

die gestel. Hy het naamlik sodat hy sy

20.6.69



Minutes. Special Meeting of Council : 20th June 1969 : 1535

CITY OF J O H A N NESBURG

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JOHANNESBURG 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ON FRIDAY, 20TH JUNE 1969, AT 11.00 A.M.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS : Jaffe, A. (Chairman of the Council -
in the Chair)

Lewis, P.R.B. (Mayor)
Moss, S. (Deputy Mayor)
Attwell, I.E.B.
Barnard, S.P., M.P.C.
Burger, J.S.J.
Caldwell, W.C.
Cuyler, E., J.P., M.P.C.
Dalling, D.J.
Dennis, H.F. 
de Viet, C.F., J.P. 
du Toit, W.C.J.B.
Eagar, B.D.
Gadd, A.
Gorshel, A.
Kantor, J.I.
Krige, Prof. H.
Lemmer, Brig. J.C., M.C.
Long, C.A.
Mahony, D.T.
Myers, I .
O'Connor, J.J., J.P., M.P.C.
Opperman, Maj. J.D., M.P.C.
Otto, Dr. J.S.
Pieterse, H.C.
Powell, M.J.
Reichel, A.J.
Ross-Spenoer, Dr. C.J.
Schlapobersky, I.
Sherwell, 0.
Sklaar, M.
Theunissen, G.H. 
van Blerk, J.H., M.P.C. 
van Rensburg, H.E. Jansen, 
van Rensburg, H.M.J. 
van Zyl, D.C.B.
Venter, C.P.
Widman, A.B., M.P.C.
Zakar, A.D., J.P.



Special Meeting of Council ; 20th June 1969 : MINUTES : 1536

OPENING PRAYER.

The Mayor's Chaplain opened the meeting with a prayer.

NOTICE OP MEETING.

The Town Clerk read the following notice convening the meeting:-

"A Special Meeting of the City Council of Johannesburg 
will be held in the Council Chamber on Friday,
20th June 1969, at 11.00 a.m.

S.D. MARSHALL,
16th June 1969. CLERK OF THE COUNCIL."

DEATH OF COUNCILLOR P.M. ROOS, J.P.

The Mayor said:

"We are met this morning to pay tribute to Councillor 
Pieter Meyer Roos who died suddenly on the evening of 
Wednesday the 18th June 1969. Councillor Roos was first 
elected to this Council on the 27th October 1954 and at 
the time of his death was the Chairman of the Management 
Committee.

I think it would be fitting if I endeavoured to sketch for 
you the career of Councillor Roos from the information at 
my disposal:

Pieter Roos was born on 23rd August 1906. When he was 
18 months old and his brother John 6 months old, his father 
died. At that time the family home was in Berg Street, 
Belgravia. It was then a good residential area. His mother, 
Mrs. Nell Roos took on the responsibility of this young 
family and by dint of courage and hard work managed to give 
these two lads a sound education and a good start in life.
Many is the time that I have heard Pieter Roos pay tribute 
to his mother for her courage and the affection shown to the 
lads in her charge. After receiving their high school education 
both lads chose to enter the Quantity Surveying Profession.
After studying at what was then the Johannesburg School of 
Mines, later to become Witwatersrand University, Pieter Roos 
qualified as a Quantity Surveyor on 21st November 1927. So 
began his career in the profession to which he was to rise 
to high eminence being President of the Chapter of South 
African Quantity Surveyors in 1942/44. He continued to 
contribute to his profession as he remained an examiner 
until his death.

His practical experience as a Quantity Surveyor gave him 
a unique insight into all matters connected with the building 
industry and this knowledge proved of great value to the 
many financial, industrial and commercial concerns with whom 
he came in contact in later years. In his profession he was 
associated with his brother, John, from 1933 in the firm of 
Roos and Roos, a name which was well-known through the 
Republic of South Africa and beyond its borders in the 
Federation of Rhodesia.

On •  •  •



Special Meeting of Council s 20th June 1969 s MINUTES g 1537

On the 21st November 1930 Pieter Roos married Joan Stephens,
She was to prove a wonderful companion!, who sustained him 
in good times and bad. She identified herself with his 
interests and was a tower of strength to him. They had 
two children, Judy the eldest suffers from Cerebral Palsy,
All those who knew of the bond between parents and daughter 
were enriched by the knowledge of that affection and 
understanding,
A facet of his life which added considerably to his enjoyment 
and to his zest for living was his beautiful baritone singing 
voice. Tall of stature, commanding in presence,, many will 
recall with joy and nostalgia his appearances on stage in 
Savoy operas, particularly in performances under the aegis 
of the Johannesburg Operatic and Dramatic Society. His 
appearance a3 the Red Shadow in the "Desert Song" will 
long be remembered. Resonant of voice, always with reserves 
of power and sheer enjoyment on the stage made him a well
loved stage personality.
This love of music had a profound effect on his interests.
He was the leading influence in the building of the Civic 
Theatre, On formation of the Board of Governors he was the 
obvious choice as its first Chairman, a post he occupied to 
the date of his death. The Pieter Roos Hall at the Civic 
Theatre is a lasting tribute to his work in establishing 
what has become one of the focal points in Johannesburg’s 
Civic life. He had ambitions to establish a training 
school for young artists and steps to implement this further 
development had been instituted by him. Throughout his 
life he took an interest in young artists and did what he 
could to encourage them.
Before I deal with Councillor Pieter Roos' Council activities,
I would like to deal with the contribution he has made to 
two charitable organizations in particular. I refer to 
Happiness for the Handicapped and the Forest Town School 
for Cerebral Palsied Children. Happiness for the Handicapped 
House erected on Hedley Chilvers Square at the corner of 
Rissik and Wolmarans Streets is a unique building with a 
unique atmosphere. In that building, built to make the 
handicapped at home, are also housed many organizations 
catering for our less fortunate citizens. I know from 
people who work there what the facilities provided there 
mean to many people, I know, too, the thought and care 
Pieter Roos devoted to the Happiness for the Handicapped 
Organization and the building of that centre. For the 
Forest Town School he had a particular place in his heart 
and the Forest Farm Unit could not have been created 
without his drive and persistence. Both his and his wife's 
efforts in raising funds for these organizations have been 
untiring.
Councillor Roos was a man with a zest for living. In his 
young days he was a very active golfer, particularly at the 
Parkview Golf Club and in his later days enjoyed his game of 
bowls as much as any. For some years now he has skipped the 
Mayoral Rink, which has been so well received when visiting 
bowling clubs in the City. Wherever one went people knew and 
liked Pieter Roos. His efforts to help blind bowlers culminated 
in the building of special greens for blind bowlers at the 
Club in Rosebank,

o — He o o o
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He was a very active Mason and rose to the second highest 
office of the Order being created the Deputy District 
Grand Master of English Freemasonry in the Transvaal.
His activities in all aspects of the Order showed his 
interest and regard for his fellow man. He also found 
time to be an active Rotarian.

Councillor Roos was elected to the Council in October 
1954. Because of his professional qualifications it was 
natural that he was chosen to serve on the Works and 
Traffic Committee,

In 1956 he was made Chairman of that Committee. At that 
time considerable attention was being given to the 
planning of the road system, the construction of express
ways, the building of the Civic Centre, the building of 
parking garages, the installation of parking meters. Into 
this task he threw his full energy, travelling abroad at 
his own expense to acquaint himself with overseas develop
ments.

Pieter Roos enjoyed his Chairmanship of the Works and 
Traffic Committee and maintained his interest in this 
Committee's work throughout his Council service. Many 
of the developments taking place today were planned during 
his Chairmanship.

In 1962 he was selected by his colleagues for the onerous 
post of Chairman of Management Committee. His personal 
preference at the time would have been to have remained 
as Chairman of Works and Traffic.

For 7t  long years he remained Chairman of the Management 
Committee, the most responsible and onerous office for a 
Councillor. In 1964/1965 he was elected Mayor of the 
City. As in all matters he undertook, he and his wife 
were unsparing in their efforts during their Mayoral term.

Three years ago he suffered a bad heart attack. The after 
effects placed a severe strain on him and many was the day 
when he must have struggled to keep himself going.

To you, his colleagues, who have known him so well, it is 
not necessary for me to deal at great length with all his 
activities on behalf of this City, with his work on the 
Council of Reef Municipalities, on PACT, on the Johannesburg 
Publicity Association, on the Rand Water Board and scores 
of other organizations.

His interest in the development of the Civic Theatre took 
him abroad in March of this year.

For a young man the planned trip would have been strenuous, 
for a person of Councillor Roos' age, and at that time of 
the year, the trip was a tax on his system and as a result 
of bronchial pneumonia contracted on that trip, it was 
necessary for him to curtail his trip and return to his 
home and family.

Many ...
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Many is the man who, having suffered the severe setback 
in health some 3 years ago, would have withdrawn from 
strenuous activity and retired to the retreat he had 
established at Ramsgate. NOT so Pieter Roos. He loved 
to be in the thick of it, believing his work not yet 
done.

We who knew him so well will find it hard to picture this
Council without him. He loved Johannesburg, his roots
were here, he was one of its sons who will long be remembered.

To his wife, Joan, who through thick and thin identified 
herself with her husband, we extend our deepest sympathy.
To his brother John and his family, who was so closely 
linked with him at home and in business we offer our 
condolences. To his children and grandchildren of whom 
he spoke with such affection we extend our hearts and 
trust that their treasured memories will sustain them."

Councillors Widman and Cuyler addressed the Council.

The Mayor MOVED AS AN UNOPPOSED MOTION :

"That the Council expresses its deep sympathy with the 
widow and family of the late Pieter Meyer Roos who was 
a member of this Council from 27th October 1954 until his 
death on 18th June 1969 and was Mayor of Johannesburg 
in 1964/65, in the loss which they have sustained and 
records its appreciation of the valuable services rendered 
by him to the community as a member of the Council."

THE MOTION WAS PUT AND CARRIED IN SILENCE, THE MEMBERS RISING 
PROM THEIR SEATS.

THE COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 11.30 A.M.
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