
The Southi African Native Land Act.
B y  Dr. G. B. CLARK.

The Enclosure of the Common Lands of E ng­
land, about a century ago, has been one of th e  
g reatest evils which the  agricultural labourers 
have suffered. Before the commons were stolen, 
the  people had stock, which was pastured  on 
these common lands, and they  were no t wholly 
dependent on a sem i-starvation wage. P ro b ­
ably the Enclosure Acts did more to  depress 
the standard  of comfort of the  workers on th e  
land than any o ther cause.

The present South A frican Government is. 
bringing about a  somewhat sim ilar condition 
among the coloured population in th a t country, 
by  means of cruel and tyrannical legislation.

When th e  commons were enclosed, the lab ­
ourers had no vote and were powerless to p re ­
vent the  small m inority  of landlords from  
passing u n just laws and now, in three  of th e  
four provinces of South A frica—in N atal, the 
T ransvaal and the  Orange F ree  S tate—the 
natives have no vote, while only a negligible 
m inority have a  vote in the  Cape C olony; 
hence, they have been unable to  prevent th e  
m inority  of white men from  passing a grossly 
un just law to their very serious detrim ent; T his 
law has caused very terrib le  in ju ry  to m any 
thousands of them  and has changed them  from 
comfortable farm ers to wage-serfs. An A ct has 
been passed called th e  N ative  L and A ct, under 
which it  is a  crime punishable by a fine of £100, 
o r six m onths’ im prisonm ent, fo r a w hite owner 
of land to sell or let any p a rt of i t  to  a coloured 
man. The intention of the A ct is to  set up in 
South A frica a system like the  old Ir ish  pale, 
i.e., to have native locations and white d istric ts, 
where the coloured man can only live as a  
servant. The law  applies to  th e  educated na­
tive as well as to  those who are still living a 
prim itive life in kraals, and i t  will undoubtedly 
re tard  their progress and civilisation. U nder 
the  Act, a Commission of five members, repre­
senting the  various provinces, has been appointed 
to  apportion the land. I t  has taken evidence 
and has now reported in favour of the  division 
of the land between, the  white and coloured 
peoples, and the R eport is as disgraceful and as



discreditable as the A ct under which the  Com­
mission was appointed. The white population 
of South A frica is about a  m illion and a  q uar­
ter, and the natives are about four and a half 
millions. The agricultural land is about.
285.000.000 acres, and th is  miserable Commis­
sion proposes th a t 248,000,000 acres should be 
allo tted  to 660,000 of the  w hite agricu ltu ra l 
population and only 37,000,000 acres to the
4.000.000 native agriculturists. T he urban areas 
are about 4,000,000 acres, in which there  are 
about 800,000 natives and 600,000 whites. Sir 
W illiam  Beaumont, a re tired  Ju d g e  of the Su­
preme Court, who was Chairm an of th e  Com­
mission, was unable to  agree w ith the  o ther 
Commissioners regarding thg in terpreta tion  of 
the  Act, or on some of th e ir  recommendations, 
and he issued a M inority  Report. . H e considers 
th e  proposals of the  Commission would be an 
infringem ent of the  Royal Proclam ation, under 
which N atal was annexed, and th a t th e  natives 
th ere  always had the  rig h t to buy land any­
where in the  Colony. H e says “ The natives in 
N atal now p rivately  own about 359,000 acres, 
on which are residing 37,000 natives. These 
lands are, in  certain  areas, so interm ixed w ith 
lands owned by Europeans th a t  any line of 
dem arcation can only be a rb itrarily  m ade, and 
m ay resu lt in serious hardship  or injustice to 
both European and native owners.”

D uring the  nex t session of the U nion P a rlia ­
m ent, th is R eport will be considered, and, if 
an Act is passed to carry  out the proposals of 
th e  F our Commissioners, a terrib le  in ju ry  will 
be inflicted on an unoffending and helpless 
people. Can the Im perial Governm ent allow 

.such a grossly immoral and unjustifiable act, 
and will the Royal sanction be given to such 
unw arrantable proceedings? Before the U nion 
of the various S tates of South A frica, the  Gov­
ernor of N atal was the Supreme Chief of the  
natives, and could protect th e ir in te rest and 
legislate fo r them. Some power of control also 
existed in the T ransvaal and Orange Free State. 
By the Act of Union, all these powers ceased, 
and th e  fa te  of the  native  is now in the  hands 
of the  D utch Boers, who, a t  the  present tim e, 
have a  m ajority  in the U nion Parliam ent. 
W hen the  B ill creating the  U nion P arliam ent 
was in the House of Commons, th e  M inister in 
charge of the  Bill said i t  was one of the  duties 
of the Im perial P arliam ent “ to p ro tect in every



possible way the interests of the  natives in th e ir 
land ‘and to protect their rights and liberties in 
th a t respect.” Yet, a L iberal Governm ent has 
allowed a small white m inority , principally  
Boers, to deprive the  natives both of their 
liberty  and their land. I f  the  Act had been 
postponed till the native pale had been estab­
lished, the evil would no t have been so great, 
bu t, before areas could be provided fo r them, 
thousands of natives were evicted. N o t being 
able to get any land, they had to sell th e ir 
implements and stock, often fo r a mere trifle, 
and hire themselves to the Boers as servants, 
or go into the  towns—a condition of things in 
m any ways resembling the  eviction of the H ig h ­
land crofters a century ago and the  Irish  peas­
an t farm ers a fte r the  famine. W hen the Bill 
was discussed in the  U nion Parliam ent, Mr. 
Fawcus said he represented 70,000 natives, none 

whom had a  vote, and “ so g reat was the 
native’s attachm ent to the land on which he 
lived th a t they  could not rack-rent him off it 
These were the people th a t  the  B ill wished to 
dispossess and drive off the land. The figures 
placed before them  showed th a t the land held 
by Europeans per head was fifty times the 
am ount held per head by natives . . . The 
figures given in th is connection were very in ­
structive. E igh t acres per head were held by 
natives in the Cape, six acres in N atal, about 
one and a ha lf acres in the  T ransvaal, and 
about one-third of an acre in the  F ree  S ta te .”  
Mr. J . G. K eyter stated  the  reactionary Boer 
position. T hey would no t allow the  coloured 
people to h ire or buy land in the  Free State 
and th is policy should be carried  out all over 
South Africa. “ They should tell him  (the na ­
tive) as the F ree  S tate told him, th a t  i t  was 
a w hite m an’s country, th a t he was not going 
to be allowed to  buy land there, or to h ire land 
there, and if he wanted to be there  he m ust be 
m  service.”

Some of the ablest and most respected S tates­
men in South A frica have protested against th is 
un just legislation. The Hon. W. P . Schreiner 
who has been Prim e M inister fo r the Cape and 
is now High Commissioner fo r South A frica in 
London, stated  the economic argum ent against 
i t .  H e says :—

To attem pt to place the  different people 
of the country in w ater-tight compartm ents.



is very a ttrac tive  in a  general way, bu t i t  is 
bound to fail.

“ You have got a  com paritively small E uro­
pean population—a million and a qnarter— 
and som ething like half a m illion m ixed race, 
and then you have got between four and five 
m illion of the  aboriginal inhabitants of the  
country.

“ Any policy th a t aims a t setting off a very 
small proportion of the  land of the  country 
for the  use and occupation of th e  very vast 
m ajority  of the inhab itan ts, and reserving for 
the use and occupation of a  very small m in­
ority  of the inhab itan ts the  g reat m ajo rity  of 
the land of the  country, is a policy th a t 
economically m ust break somewhere. You 
can s ta rt and move in  th a t  direction to  a 
certain extent, bu t you w ill be driven back 
by the exigencies of a  law  th a t operates ou t­
side the laws of Parliam ent—the law  of supply 
and demand.

“ The theory of segregation is to  some m inds 
a ttractive , b u t the  forgotten point is th a t you 
need the  native. You cannot segregate him  
because you need him. I f  you drive him  out 
of his existing life and occupation, you run 
a great risk  th a t  you w ill lose m any of your 
natives.”
T he N ative Land Act is now on the S ta tu te  

Book of South Africa. To th e ir  dishonour, it, 
has been signed by Lord G ladstone, as Governor 
General, and sanctioned by Mr. H arcourt, as 
Colonial Secretary. These men have taken th a t 
g reat responsibility upon themselves, and it  
shows w hat they  th in k  of the  great principle of 
Justice  and H um anity  upon which th e ir pa rty  
was founded. A greater dishonour will fall 
upon B ritish  Statesm en if th e  wicked proposals 
of th e  Commission are carried into legislation. 
General B otha’s hand has been forced by the- 
reactionary section of his followers in agreeing 
to  pass the original measure. Some o f  them  
have since become rebels and are now in prison. 
I n  the  fu ture, he will depend to a  large extent 
on the  Progressive, o r E nglish P a rty , and it  is 
very doubtful if  they  will sanction any legisla­
tion of the nature proposed by the Commission, 
m uch as th ey  w an t cheap labour. B u t. be th a t  as- 
i t  may, the B ritish Government m ust assert its 
Im perial righ ts and prevent any fu rth e r in ju s­
tice to  the  coloured race in South Africa.

—Reprinted from Forward,
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