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Mr! Spaeker and «y dear friends I hereby welcon*.*ou this 

Annual Congerence of the Africsn National Congress Women’ s 

League (Transvael), on your behalf I send you warm greetings 

to the millions of women of all races throughout-the lenth 

and breath of our country and I wish them success in their 

sacred struggle for Justice, peace and freedom.

Although they are not present to take part in person, in 

the im p o r t a n t  discussion that will take place at this Confere

nce, we know that they are with us in spirit and that they 

fully support our struggle agsinst oppression an<̂  colour dis

crimination. To-day we have come togethrrin order that we 

may take stock of our activities during the last twelve months; 

in order that we may examine our mistakes and achievements; -our 

defeats and victories and in order that we discuss our present 

problems; check end remedy our weaknesses and rakt fresb plans

for the future.

This is important an important Job and you as renresentet-

ives of millions of women In our Province and ns the most coacic-

us and advanced fighters in our struggle, v-ill be spirited to

carry out your duties today with t he dignity, seriousness and

determination of people fully rsalia* the sacredness of their

Ki as ion and the heavy rr spcnsiMli tf that lie  or. thetr s V u l ^ r a .

The Presi ionticl addre a * delivered at the Annual -©refer

ence of the Transvaal Brm ch of the African Nntional Congress 

in Pretoria lost week as well as the executive Report, discussed 

several issuez of vital importance to the Libers'tory Movement.

The sevage attacks that are being made by the Nationalist Gover

nment on the d em ocratic  movement, the depcrtr.tion of lenders, 

the disasterious effvets of the Group Areas ACton the econonle



and progress of the non-european people, the wholesale renovals
'

of vast numbers o f A frican s  all over the Country, the urgent

and vital need for  a broad united  front of the  oppressive peo-
lst

pie and other democratic rgalnst the National/Goverment, are all 

matters that are s p e c if ic r l ly  dealt with at that conference nnd 

I suggest that you reed the conference the report most carefully 

so t h "t  you should be fully Informed on these matters. In the 

address I propose to dec.l very briefly with and tc emphasise 

only those issues which primarily affect the African women.

The principal qnd most pressing task of the Womens' Lea- 

gue at the present moment is to mobilise all the women of South 

Africa to fight against the extension of the onsses to African 

women. Hardly any other South African Law hfrear*used so much 

suffering and hardship to Africans as the pessjlaws. Hardly 

other measures hra created go much suffering and racial friction 

and hostility between black rnd white. Any oolicemr.n may at. 

any time denpnd to see your pcss rnd failure to nrcduce it for 

any reason ne-ns imprisonment or 2 fine . It m^kea it permissible 

to violate the sanctity rnd privacy of oud homes. An African, 

sleeping, peacefully in his house, may be woken up at night ptŜ  

asked to produce one and failure *0 do so mcy lerd tc his '.rrest 

end impris^naent sve-̂  though he committed no crime w rtsoever.

Before cn African Is issued with - railway ticket, espec icily when 

travelling from one province to another, he must produce h i 3 ->ass 

to the booking fclerk. No treding licence may be civen to nn Afric

an unless his pass shows that he Is lawfully resident In theuaree 

where he wants tc trade. Attempts w«re madd recently by mcrrlkge 

officers to refuse to solemnise African ®a«rirges unless n Inference 

book was produced. All sorts of restrictions -re Imposed upon 

Africans under the n<?ES lrws. Per example in nlmost every municip

al aree Africans ere not allowed to be In the streets after 1 1 .p.m. 

unless they have r special p'.ss fron an employer. • Under this system 

thousands of innocent ^nd respectable Africans rre arrested, flung 

into kwela-kwleas, detrlned in jail and cruelly illtrected. _
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The pas* laws Is the basis and conerstone of the system of oppr

ession and exploitation in this country. It is a device to ensure 

cheep labour for the nines end the farms. It I s’ ^  badge of slevety 

in terns whereof all sorts of insults end humilialjion nay be comm

itted on Africans by members of the ruling class. It Is beccuse 

of these reasons that the congress has always regarded the pa*s 

laws as the principal tcrget of. the struggle for freedom. It is 

because of these reasons that African lerders, progressives,

Liberals and even Government Commissions'., have repertedly condemn-
# ,

ed the system as the source of dangerous, explosive and racial 

tensions. It /c l  so because of this fact that the Confress has cho

sen the extension of the pass lr.wa to /.frican women as a major 

issue of national importance. The issue Is perfectly clear;

The Government hrs decided that we shall carry passes. Must 

we accept this deception? Definitely not! To do so, would be 

to expose the African Women to all the evils that we have refe- 

rred to above. We would lose our honour, betray o u r  comrades 

at Winburg, Lichtenburg and in nomercus other tpwns and villages 

throughput the country where the daughters of Africa are putting 

up a glorious struggle in defence of th eir rights. ..hen the 

rights of a people are taken away fro* then and even liberties 

are bein^ crushed, the only wcy that is open to them is to 

mobilise the masses of the people affected to strnd up ~nd fight 

those Injustices. The im ediate issue f-cing us, therefore, is 

to organise all the vrri^us organisati?ns of African women and 

individuals against this inhuman and wicked decision of the 

governm ent, aaly direct mass action will ietar the Government 

and stop it from proceeding with its cruel laws. It is in 

recognision of these won-.en ^f South Africa who have launched 

a National Campaign against the extention rf the Pass ^hws.

Numerous local and Nationa demonstrations have already been staged 

with amazing success. In the face of numerous difficulties more 

than 50 ,000  women of all races from town and village took part in 

these demonstrations. The remarkable successes re have g a i n e d  and

J  fcllQ • % • •

•  3 -



victories that we have achieved ao far and the extent in whicfc

the women ahve enterex the campaign, reveal that the democratic

force* in this country can stop and even defeat the forces of
an

reaction i f  we wcrk herd enough. We hnve m ad e /excellen t  start. 

The historic Pretoria  demonstrations of October lr s t  year in c l 

uding 3 0 ,0 0 0  women constitute  -an important landmark in  our 

^ r u g g l e  rgain st  in ju s t ic e  and w ill  remain the source of trenen- 

dous in sp ira t io n  fcr  many years to come. STRYDOM STOP AND THINK 

FOR YOU HAVE AROUBED THE WRATH OF THE WOMEN CF SOUTH AFRICA 

and that wrath might put yoji end your e v il  deeds out of action  

sooner than you expect.

Inspite of the remarkable victories that we have wen, there 

are still some serious weaknesses in our movement. 50,000 

women is still a very small number in a population of 12£ mill

ion. More women must be brought into the anti-pass movement 

in order that the fight should be orgrnised and concerted. The 

movement against the passes is still primarily centered in the 

big cities and sufficient work has not been done cn the country 

dorps, on the farms end in the Reserves. In these nlrces the 

organisations is ccmpcratively weak and the Government has taken 

advantage of the situation and is busy issuing reference books. 

The aim is to isolate the stronger erers rnd thereafter to con

centrate all its r*. scurces to crush cppfcaiti -n in the cities.

We must lmmediatly deal with this situeti n , I would suggest 

the appointment in erch province of a number otf full-time org* 

anisers who will visit vcri us areas, talk to women, establish 

committees and bring out m-ss ppositi'-n to the scheme. We st

rongly condemn and reject the prsses ahd we shall fight it with 

all the resources at our disposal to the bitter •  nd, at the same 

time we must, cs far rs possible avoid reckless and isolated 

action. Action taken in one isolote place and without suffic

ient work being done and without proper co-ordir >n moy be

disasterous to the mcvenent. It rccy give the Go\ tent the

opportunity to concentrate all its resources in crushing resis

tance in thct local pl^ce in the vlctimis'-tlon of the active 

fighters in that area and the crushing of resistance before It



begin* in  ether are",*, We iruaJj learn to place and to co-ordinate 

before hand ao that we night strike fatal blows at the enemy wh

en the tine cones. |

To ensure the defeot of the nationelist GoVerment we nust 

work for greater unity amongit the African people end the bror- 

est possible alliance enbrccing the congress n o vX en t , the non- 

Congressibea and all these who oppose apartheid. | The f'anyano 

wonen, the ncti~nrl council of African Wor?en, the nothers welfare 

organisation, religious, snorting political and othernise, should 

be InviteM to enter vfche canpaign against the nationalist Gover- 

nnent. In this way <-ur novcnent will become a nighty novene.nt 

for the defeot of the r.cticnrlist Governnent durinr our lifetime.

ihe Linister of NetJve nffcirs hns announced thr. t Africah 

wonen will in future be requested to pry poll-tax. This decision 

has three o b j e c t s 'firstly it is intended to force the A frican  

Wonen to pay for the cost of Apartheid. Secondly it is intendded 

to ttnswer the attack on the nPtion"lisfcs by United party to the 

to the cfftct that the Notionalist are spendin^ nore noncy 

on ofric^ns. Thnn the IJ.p. over spent* Thirdly and most 

innortant It is ta election stunt on the part of the National ists 

We will fi^ht 0 7 " inst this wove.

"e hcvo io nonentous tines 

we hov*: at r tfne when the opores ed ne'-'le all onr the 

world Abe refcelly r.;ainat coloncilisr oppresion. V,’e <r going 

through a peri i when s-neof those ne- 1 e hove travelr jPounght 

ooi won their independence. But there nrr ri«- hears of 

serious dor. *er. The inperiolist, reading th«t their d-ys are 

numbered, arc bcc -!n~ rcre desperate end rrstless . The <. 

unlawful Gggresiion in lr:ypt by the Hngltah , French and 

Isrclistes e r n e s  Is rn ait of agreesicn and ' rings the drnger 

of feor very close to our she.-s. In such dangerous tines 

it becones the duty of the ^ n e n  of cur courtrv to *^ut the
• *

question of pe^ce on the address day. We sUend for ->eece 

in Africa and the rest of the wcrll. ”-e stand for dlsrrnnraent 

and the ablot*.on of antonic weeoons, we pre ^~plnst niHtur"" 

blocks and pacts. \"e esk the Executive Cow'ittee of the "



of the Congrea* to demend the w-’shdral of forreign troops • 

from 2 g7 pt, and the edd of military operations which eeck

to end bkfe« independence of Erypt.

In ny 'resential address 

lust year I suggested that a series of lecturers dhovld be 

prepared for romen, this was end stil is , an in portant natter 

because knoledge is  jaower but- due' to the heave problem of actvit 

which we voluuteer upon since .than it w r s  no possible to 

carry out this suggestion. Nevertheless, efforts ere bein^ : 

made to mrke these lecturers ev°iftle Ind I hone to able
«

to report progress in due course.

It is fitting that T should 

close this rddress by rend, rinc: our heartiest cc-nTP-’ulc tion 

to the -rave daughters of Vinbcr : who ->nt up such a united ail d 

gallan t  fight against the passes early this year.^ It wos in 

7/inburg that the passes for women were Introduced. It wns also 

In this place that direot nactlon was taken for the first 
» - r ~ 

time*, against the passes for women. The whole ofi Sputh 

Africa was impressed by th? heroism of the women of V/inburg,

The reverses we snffere:c* there w^ro r r re th?n cr””">ensr t^d 

by the historic Pretoria r.crch -f 20,0CC wrren cn j- at,
• *

the 9th this yecr. Stryd I y-'ur "tver'^n*. now ^reech and 

practice colour di acre^inaticn , It c«n -'"ss t ' • ~*ost 

crul rnd bprbr?ric lrts, it crn Jenort leaders and rr ck homes 

e n 1 farilies , but it will never- awo*» t e ' *-n of .'frice in 

their forward nr.rch t i

P H £ F D 0 Y  D V R I I! ^ C lj R

L I F E T I I I E .

To yvu ipu^ht**ra of Africrn I sry 

" I.IALIBGNG’"D I(L',KA LA11AK0 STK' H I"

KALZBCir"!:.
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Mrs. Speiker, Delegatee and Frier da,

completed 1111012 in record time* *■1 1 1 - .111 .»->MhlM us to do our work

* £ . - .  - »  ^  -  • « * « « « •  
in a pleasent atnoephere. - n - Qf women from different branches a ace
I greet with emotion this great ^ h e x l n g  of f their deman^  for fundamental
of who* have cone from afar to voice at tnia Conference tn e i^  ^  ^  *aticnalist

human rights, to defend their chi^ ren %£ flmnn£T-t ^  various nations and races 

(krveroaant, to fight for peace nnd <» .Jjrifioss you have Bade. What sacrifices 
and +0 resist war and i^artalis*. W  • j g ' J ^ U T f . S S  8OO0 of you * « .  
you are wllllig to make ev«i in slaves you made the ^curjiey to

in.pir-1 by -other Ic e  for our « » « » « *  S S ’ i T J S J .  5rt you
thl. o « f ® o e .  A hearty ^ " T * 0 1 ^  th.  ru ^ .

f ” S L PS ^ * 5 * 'y 2 T h « «  ^  I refer to thee daughters of cur oountqr * 0
• hranohee from whiah you in the ooct>leta suocees of the

undertook a variety of activities Afrioan National Ccngreas. They have :*
regional and provincial ccnferencea of the Afrioan Na» ^  thftt it l#

woAed very hard to make this various braxwhea and di at riot# and
because this thorcu#. Job has ^ee b o o t , are turning hqpefully -•
that, as I apeak here, mother* young and old, ' ; TI.  * 4  the earnest-
towards us, you will then understand the 1bask we have ta9jc • |

neae of our deeire to carry it out £  thelS^esse* of the various
*e are encouraged by the warn support we receive from m  wngr

national groups in cur country and from abroad. j-

- T- ~ ' v3
Hftgfl P&flCB. *** " "

X &Md not t .U  y c  that

for the defence of peace U  f * " * ”  Uvlj3g * *  6 '
the consequence* o f  war would be to t h e , 1, ! ^ ■‘wirf arnnWci, «rou£jit l e a t h e r  

momentous period in  world history. ,^ V  2 ^ t* i A W c S k « &  put prinad-pala of peace-
repreeentatives tram 23 ccuntriae of * •  t i l l  is

fUl agreement ahioh everyone oar. see are valid  w  wos*« *x o  no

receiving new affirmation orvery da* “7 o ***r  to  settle  confli<ite

longer aooept the dangerous policy of tUUtfT end sk ill  of the op-
batween nations. At this conference, -kg ,JPfr s' v rp here* ^ho have devoted

pressed people of South Africa, we w&r« s p A .  Uoeoe Kotene ari&

their livee to fighting ln - '  ̂ 3^  ^  ^  i&Vi *ho tooet ably expressed
Maulvi Oaohalia. Theee are the worthy
the voioe of the real South Africa in the Afrioo

. ____wua held' in ttiwtgr^dss Hall cn amiay
The Transvaal Mothers oc?i, ^  woraer- of the province,

the 1 1th July, 1955. w a s  another f e a r *  ^nfarenoe held in
This omferanoe was called in support . w   ̂ tejthered. together in

Switzerland in JUr.e, 1955 s h «  ^ b e r a  of ^  th *r  hatred of
Leussane to defend their ahildrer. pleased to say that

. atocdo war. They said .uoh war wcuU ^  4  Girfj. ftdth. a
’ Jtocngat theee 79 count riea cur ccimt^wa#. ^  w r ait ar&bl* liviw

'•'*« ^olouwd delegate frcm Cape Town and ^  ^ of %̂ 9

eonditiona and of our difficult lee. f ^  7 d a d * '« A  that the Scwth
dlffionltiee the fight for cwr ri^ts t«Wfch«P shoulder to sho^dar

i^rioan women also hated war an  ̂ that p&aiD* and-friendship 
«lth the waeen of the world to wont rw - ps«w »»» .

ĵllonflSt the nations.

^  t htrin' ufl^i in ffii* tsA *urope, the NaUaml- 
l^ilrt theee historic e^^ts fjM Wng ths yople*' organ-

’- .f ' i*t# in our country are frisj destrqyllte ^Ukth, anar®  ̂ toe labour

'v"’iaatlcos* Wa sea «ith fcf for our
“  ^  a o M  d^cr-ed tc



*  "if-  '

&  aee enormous flue* being sunk in the upkeep of the police Ineteed of ptying • 
teacher* to eduoate our ohildren to become *oienti*ts, doctors, and nurses, and 
instead of building sanatoriums for workers who suffer froo tuberculosis and 
other diseases. Thl slender financial rescuices of a fimily are drained still 
further by increasingly heavy taxation. The overwhelming majority of our people 
are starring. We demanU that the wealth of our country should be ueed in auoh a 
way ae to ensure enou^ meat and bead for all irrespective of colour or creed.
Ctoly in this way will oppression and exploitation be abolished. The great ..eea 
has brought us hers as mother, ycung and old, is the inperetive necessity, beyond 
4 *  others, to take un the defence of thoee ritfits *iich wcoen have always che
rished. Our matertxal love has taught all of us the price of the life we give.
It helps us to realise the spar* of life which can shoot forth « ^ame for-eg-. 
turtesT Like other mother* who sacrificed their livus in order to build their 

countries, we mist take a pledge as asked by cur beloved
^ o i v e  to s-i forward inspite of all difficulties "bo, better than mothers, 
oan arouss public opinion against the crimes that are going on/- We c“ at ^ ° s° 
f ^ S i t i i  of thwe orimes. The idea that all ohildren are equal, be they 
T*\ito Wye’low or black, and that they have the flame rigits and that all sh.x.1- 
^ l i V t h .~ r « t e c U o r /c f  the St at., Uoor.« aor. nature « " * * * * •  “ “ “ > •»  

in every continent. We, the African women, a* part and parcel of the A.N.C. 
salute with joy and expectation, the 3<*ith Afrioa of the future, born of the 
Ti~i*r>lrm Cahrter ehioh was adootod at the historio Congress ot the People .n

t S l f  * et h ^ 2 7 ^ eOc^ieer,^955, be said the mir.ority caUd 

& % £ £ ?  t .  c ^ n t .

the future South Africa. The people shall govern.

PftMTU nua/aiQi^.

On, of the act  ioportant queationa fv,inE ua today U  that of * » * “ “ jJJ* 

ticn and «  mat t»nt it with all « . .  ■ « * « *  ‘,uoh

OS we have, be interested in * , > the .vWanciment of our Jhildren

2 ;  lT  i f  k ^ h ”  ■S  * »  * »  •“ « tb* *-why is it that tntre is n t wiucation end not a universal and
tUtOOiat. decided to five our « h U 4 r «  Bantu Muoation^no ^  ^

t i s z g r u - x t i z i z  ^  “
# & perpetual slave of the nftJW vftl*oro tr.e i*w. It would therefore be

declares that all Muoation because to do so would be accepting
and save cur children from slavey

and collaboration.

You all'kiiow that t h e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ n y r w e t a V ^ d e S d ^ o ^
. uary, 1936, African wc..en will - £  without the ali^teat b^si-

join battle with Verwoerd on t h i s p e S a b e r  that* in 1915, the ?n*rin-
tatioo that we -halliefeat the ^ Z l c  ipatities to apply tr.e
cial of fcne Orange Ft*>e State save P ° V  ;  African wmen fought back ii»e-
paaa laws to African women in that Prov . th-n in Bloemfontein, Winburg
diately. They deliberately refu - *ry ^ ;i0cept this insul* and
and Sonekal hundreds elected laprjo  that the authorities V.ecaoe powerless, 
humiliation. The jails became so fb U  ^ ^ t h e s ^ o i a » ^  ^  ^

For maay yeart these courageous dsuj - battle until the authorities were 
. the^frican Natic^l Oongrees, bv WOB«n almost 40 yean,
I  force! to withdraw the passes. T jl /'Z a  friend and allies within
\ ego. He in 1935 *itn better o ^ ^ a t x ^ ^  aor^f ^ to the fitter end.

\  our country aj» abroaa are *t 2 000 «nM» of all races natched
■ , \  The 27 th of Oototer 193S on * * * * * *  2 T 2 5 ? £ 2 2 3 l .  laws ^  pointed 

ta Pretoria in yrc‘ ^ ^ S s ^ ^ e  of. tSTgreatst ^
to* wsy. 7 h r « « b  I ^  «r.i ^e shr.H r-t /**■

*  * - b; : £ * £ ' < * ? £  1 5S X  • « *
.. /I .i9m unit/ af vd „
t«e. 14 t u  ** /3«.»«••••«***



EBTVAL OF THE WEST EH* ABBAS.

The .uooeea of the C~*«i0> « g * i» t  the « ~ » » 1  o fthe  / ' o b U i .

.  natter of o o « « ^ f l u -  C ^  freAold I * * .  and

‘t S V S S i S  ^ t h i .  d « *n d  until it i .  grated.

ygflruBBS.

it is of utmost importance that all women in the A.NC. receive 
^  A aJ  ?ou c ^ L t  become a soldier if yc* have not learnt the art and theory

5 « S ? £ *  l«otur» -ill be provided in varied  language..

T^BOUR (SPTLMBff ft?* DISPJTffli ACT.

m ,  «  i .  no . being « t « ,d e d  ‘ o the

1 * 2  S  r ^ ^ . ^ e i o l :  11 d « «  the Afrioar. woman the rifhta of ^n

£ ! £ . : !  “ . H i f ”  f o »  t h r i v e .  into Trade Union*, oto.

Thanks to the foraation of the ^ ^ ^ ” ° ^ ^ f ^ J uPf0^ i o I I nifnthiB 

la the cnly answer to the.Ĉ ® 5 f 1®^ th^idea of all democracy loving South Afn-

^ 1 t I ^ r ” o ^ 19t ? W . ^ . t .  Of a n

R » N T S.

The «c~n played a S T S  t-
he in trying to inoreo.. the rent, of the elr»aj over ^  ^  tn^ .

oationa. thi. thrtugb the oourngeou. « u  i ^ "r t i c ‘ l «  nation ahould be n»de of 
™»an actions of the authoritIM ^ mlafl^^ ^  tecr ^  at th0 tiB>.
the Brakpan women who succeeded. in 0x00*11*.

^ *| “
disciplin e . ^

DiaoipUne is cne of the ^ a ^ b e  let by"leaders^and general
Itda must be maintained. In fao , ®**“P ttoaB±v and by paying attention to sealing 
DMobera by refraining from ,* at tiding -eatinga regu-
ly minor obligations such a* Paying ou* <Su<* re^ ^  

larly, end learning to ke«*> tine.

auty as ™ »n  end « * « .  of the rfrioan V « >  ^

atandard of our organiaaticn on a hig£ leve*.

AIL TOGKEHBR, >£* SI ST EBB, AIL TOGKPHKB  ̂ f .

SiEKTEKS) BHiIND THIS MIGHTY BiimH U7E  1TSKLF

IT WILL TREUMaii X  , -

AFRLKA ILAUKJTK  ̂ ' « ;<*•«■* *
• =. * *

FHEffiOM IN OUR LIFS-TIMEI /
* •
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