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The 22
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Jn  May and June 1969 large num bers o f people were arrested and detained without trial, speci
fically for interrogation. Tliey were held in solitary confinem ent, incom m unicado, i.e.. 

without access to their fam ilies, friends, ministers o f religion or lawyers.

22 o f these people were form ally charged in October 1969 and the trial proceeded in the Sup
reme Court until the 16th February, 1970. On that day the Attorney General appeared in 
Court and withdrew the charges.

T he Judge form ally acquitted all 22 accused. Norm ally in such cases, acquitted persons arc 
free to leave the Court.

These 22 people were then and there im m ediately redctained under the Terrorism  Act and 
whisked away from  the court to disappear from  public sight and knowledge. T he Terrorism 
Act gives the Security P o lice  the power to hold detained persons incom m unicado, for an indefin 
ite period, specificallv for  interrogation. They are entitled to ^ e  only their ja ilors and their 
interrogators.

‘ ‘ W hen circum stances perm it they m ay see a magistrate once a m onth.

During the brief trial o f  the 22, State witnesses testified that, they had been subjected to tor
ture during their interrogation.

W H A T  H A P P E N S  T O  PE O PL E  IN  D E T E N T IO N ?

W hat has been happening to these 17 men and 5 wom en since their redetention?
There is n o  *vay o f  fin d in g  out. as no one has access to them.
H O W  M A N Y  O T H E R  PE O PLE  A R E  LO C K E D  A W A Y  W IT H O U T  T R IA L  IN OU R 

P R ISO N S?

Figures are not available. It is "n o t  in the interests o f  the State to disclose this in form ation.

D uring 1969, 9 people died in detention.

T h e  laws o f our country are circum venting the administration o f justice. Som e years ago the 
cry was “ Charge or R elease". This year 22 people were charged and were found not guilty o f 
the charges against them .

T H E Y  W E R E  N O T  R E LE A SE D .

These 22 people must not be forgotten.

N O R  M U ST A L L  T H E  O T H E R  P E O PL E  L O C K E D  U P W IT H O U T  T R IA L  IN OUR JA ILS 
BE F O R G O T T E N .

W e stand here today to record our total condem nation o f a system w hich can remove people 
from  their hom es, take them to far away places, keep them in solitary confinem ent, interrogate 
them con tin u ou s !', and detain them indefinitely before it is decided whether to charge them or 
not.

The Black Sash, M ay 1970  4 D it Su art Serp, M ei 1970

f
)



Collection Number: AK2117 
  
DELMAS TREASON TRIAL 1985 - 1989
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:-Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:-Johannesburg 
©2012 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of the collection records and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, 
University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, 
the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all 
liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related 
information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The 
University of the Witwatersrand.
 


