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Your Exceilency's notice that due notice has been gilven to the occu=-
pants on the place called roosedumane (Grgotfontein) to quit,snd that
a party of my people has been instructed by me to proceed to that place
to plough over and sow the lands,", and on the 15th of May 1877 he wrote
out a notice to the squatters of Vlieyfontein to quit forthwith.

XKENKXEEXXX KENNISGEV%%Q;__\w /
Zijt bekend dat ik de ondergejekimudsz tigene bevalf alle
ST S R S

menschen de op Vlieyfontein is, dat zij aile grond moet verlaat
om dat ik zelf de grond alleen deze jaar ploeg en zaal , en dat
geen mensch dat buliten mijne order gezaaid heeft helzelfe zaal
pmxx maaij Montshiwa; Kapitein des Barolongs.
Aan de inwoners op Vlieyfontein
At the same time Montshiwa gave writtem aguthority to his brother Saane
and some of his counsellors Stephen Lefenya to proceed to Vieyfontein to
pliough his .La*ds.
his
Imagine kk® surprise and chagrin when he received a Letter
from C.Bo.3choitz,Commissioner at Lichtenburg, now xxk in the service of
the British Government, in kkemx these terms;“Johannes Coetzee complains
of your people having come with intention to plough up his farm .1
request you to stop them at once, and I give no notice that the Keate
Award is of no avalil, Coetzee will continue in his occupation rights
and must not be disturbed.”
Feeling provepked, llontshiwa immediately wrote Scholitz a letter
far from conciliatory, and practicaily accusing him of duplicity and

divided loyalty :-
I am surprised at the contents of your letter, more

especially as you have now assumed office under the British Government,
dow is it then that acknowledging as you do now the existence of the
Keate Award you still seek to get over the Line to exercise your juris-
diction in a country that has been given me by that Award ? Allow me

to ask you to what purpose it would have been, if after havihg the coun=-
try falrly arbitrated these people were allowed to remain ? For what
purpose did I seek it ? Was it that I might merely exercise my chief-
taiship? Or was it not rather that I sought for arable ground and waber
for mmskaimimng the purpose of sustaining my people with food? Much rather
the latter, I shall at once exercise my authority over the country which

has been awarded me by giving instriictions to my people to plough over
the lands at Vieyfontein , " .
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Naturally enough, Scholtz was taken aback and angered by the high tone
of this letter and at once answerd :
Kapitein: Tot amkwmed antwoord is dien ende dat ik zelf naar
Pretoria ga om Sir Theophilus Shepstone te spreeken oor de zaken.,.Verder
zoo ek u vriendeliyk raaden om niet weder op zoo eene heftige tooh aan
mij te schrywen . "

To rretoria, then, Schd%z went., He interviewed Administrator Sheps-
tone, told him about Montshiwa and ¢howed him the chief's Letters. Then
he came back to Lichtenburg, presumébly with enlarged powers and assurance,
for he at once gave Montshiwa notice to quit Vieyfontein within,five days,
Shepstone himse.f Qrote to Montshiwa (2/6/1877) a Letter of sharp rebuke
which he hahded to Scholtz, and the Latter victoriousLy read it and handed
it to the bewllidered lMontshiwa.Thus it went :-

"Chief lMontsioa: Mr Schoitz, a Commissioner of this Govermment at
Lichtenburg has &reéented personally to me a letter to him, signed or pur=-
porting to be signed by Montfsioa, together with a notice to lr Coetzee
owning or claiming to own the farm Vlieyfontein. The ianguage and tone of
both these papers are not what I shouid have‘gxpectedz{hd I am afarid that
they have been adopted without due consideration of the consequences and
perhaps upon advice of persons who are anxious for reasons of thelr own to
gee trouble come upon the Ba?oiong chief and people ;... I am as yet unac-
quainted with the circumstances which in lMontsioa's opinion give him the
right to use threatening ianguage to subjects of this Govermment,

Montsioa khows that violence on one slide provokes vioilence, I
trust that whatever his claim may be, Montsioa has withdrawn all inter-
ference with farmers of this territory who have hitherto occupied these

farms without molestation ."
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yontshiwa was nettled by this rebuke which he felt was ill-judged
and made, as the administrator himself admitted, without acgugin=
ntance with the circumstances and facts connected with the dispu-
te, except such as Scholtz cared to revealEm. Nevertheless he
replied courteocusly but firmly and without wny cringingj l4th Ju-
ne 1577, "I must inform your Excellency that my letters are my own,
thought out and and dictated by myself. I feel grieved that you
3hould have listend to all that lir Scholtz told you and come to
Ssuch a conclusion as to impute evil without first making inquiri-
€S «o. I have kept up friendly intercourse with the British Goveen

rnment for the last 30 yearse. It was this that made me to seek
support

at the last Arbitration at Bloemhof the suppwtt of Her Majesty's game

Governument} ... Nothing seemed to be left unturned on the part of

the Transvaal to upset the Keate Awerd, and I trusted to the Bri-

tish sense of right.

Tour Lxcellency cannot deny that by the Xeate Award the cou-
ntry is mine, L was only hindered from taking possession of my

country, not because it was not mine, but because of commzndos.

y/}ff.rejoiced in hearing your Proclamation (of Annexation) read,

and thought that now my strugeles were nearly ended. But now my

hopes are dashed to the ground, and that Py Your Bxcellencyes.

Your letter has not strethened friendly intercourse betweer us,

for you make my position that of 20 ago when I was driven from ny

fountains of waters.

As Your Excellency dces not understand the circumstances co=

nnected with my country, I have sent(yourﬁletter) to His Excellency

W.0wen Lanyon &8q, who is informed in al1l matters resiecting these,

B¢ parts,» :
And surgenough he sent his
sent hig xzn Kekatzpite -

ael liolema to report the whole incident to Lanyon whom he also ad=-

dressed as followsgz~-

Son Kebalépile and his nephew Isr-

"since writing to you last I have received s le~

& o - - - Shﬂ
tter from Kisg axcellency gir Theophilus 5hoéstone in which he thre-

atens to confirm the Boers in the country occupied by them within



3¢ b

K7

by Kea i ther Commissioner Scholtg
the Line accorded me Dby “egtebandsfur

. i nds ploughed by my
léiven me five days notice to leave the la D

5 as n and I
people. Ly pogition is now worse than ever it h been &
Fe0DL -

. B t
now send my son to confer with you to know what would be the bes

: i "
course to ‘ggnsue under the circumstances".

Judge J.D.Barry who was there acting during Lanyon's gbsen-
ce advised Montshiwa to lay his grievances at the earliest oppor-
tunity before Sir Theophilus Chepstone the Queen's representative
in the Iransvaal, that state and its British Administrator being

now . -
Xkax liontshiwat's nearest feighbour.

As may be expected Lanyon took the matter up with Sherstone
and presumably educated him in the history of the Bloemhof Arbi=-
tration and the Keate Award and the loyalty of Montshiwa to the
British Government,

In July 1877, Aduministrator Chepstone paid a visit te Lich-
tenburg, Ventersdorp, geerust, Rus tenburg,etc and although Montskiw -
shiwg had asked him for an interview there, he instructed Commi=-
Ssioner 8choltz to write to the chief to say "It was impossitle

to see him this time, but hoped soon to be down in these parts

again when he will he most hapoy to see him." words in which o=

ntshiwe saw officisl red tape and bureaueratiec evasion.

Montshiwa was however not to be put off, On the 26th July
he wrote again to Shepstone, asking him to hasten his visit, to xk
the border to finalise the boundary question, and that bPending

his vbsit, the Boers at. Vleyfontein should be put under the ssme

restraint as the Barolong. Cn the 27th Qctober Yontshiws wrotle

again to the Administrator, sending him & long catalogue of Lro-

tests and representations, and gently reminding him that he had

not as yet acknowledged his letters,
ascol

Beconcilation/pleasamt relations were now restored between

diontshiwa ang Comumissioner scholtz, They were able to condole wje

th each other in their family bereaveﬂents, and
-

3choltz weas eble
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to write to Montshiwa {1@th Nov.1877) “I am glad to sec you are xni)

ey
L i t and s tate such
going the rignt way to work... I am confiden i

to you that His Excellency will not see you sufier."
on the 1st {or 7th December) lonthsiwa feeling totally frus-

trated wrote once more to his friend Administrator Qwen Ianyon.

"I heve many troubles in my country and can»find no peace.
His Excellency sir Theophilus Chepstone both refuses to reply
to my letters;;; and to come and settle our dispute on the tord-
€r. The result is that I am haragsed by the border Boers...

I cannot understand my position with the British Government. I
thetr
have sought théér friendship for the last 30 years as well as Xke

their advice in all critical circumstances, I have always tried
tc adhere to their counsel at all times, I have withstood advarces

made to me by the Transvaal authorities which would have led to

O
Some compgise, and this I have done, solely by reason of overtu-

res made to me by the British Government. And what have I gei-
ned? Just nothing and worse than nothing, for my people are Kkept

out of their country and are starving.

after repeated applications to 3ir Theophilus Zhepstone to
settle our dispute I am now going to meet him personally at Pretwx

oria, and shall not return until I have had an interview with

longer

him, It, is impossible for me to continue any lomeer in this

state = the menace of the Boers, as wel! as Moshete and Matlaba

who claim to belong to the old {Republican Government) and there-

by try to monopolise my country through certain treaties made by

-~ - - a
the late President (Burgers) and themselves  and #f the silence of

tions

the British authorities to all my representations, All this

makes my position most trying, and makes me wonder whether I heve

not mistaken the British Government, yet I hope and await the re=

Sult of my interview with His Excellency.

I write to you, my friend, not because I seek help from you
2 2

b P y . .
ut as I have been In communication with you on behalf of my cou=

!1,0

= e
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over of the Iransvaal (by the British government),."

To this letter Lanyon replied; "“ily Good Friend, I think

you are right in going yourself to see S4ér Theophilus Shepsto=

: , AR & R
ne in order to explain your position to nli.

on the 13th December, Montshiwa though old, fat, heavy

and short of breath went to Pretoria accompanied by his secr=
W (v Pre 1\/)—(,\/{,01"1

etary Stephen Lefenya to see Shepstone in persone \s he sald 5

" have travelled so far with the hope that Your Excell.ency may
be able to grant me an interview to enable me personally to 3=zxu,
represent my case toyou."

It wgs an unfortunate visit, because as @overnment tecre-
tary Melmoth COsbhorn informed MontshiWajﬂis Excellency was away
on the zhlu border in connection with serious questions witl
Cetywayo whose army was menacing the Transvaaljand the date of
his return to Pretoria was uncertain."

In the ubsence of wir Theophilus Shepstone, liontshiwa laid
his complaints before Government Secretary M.Csbérn {17th Dec.)
1. That his(JMontshiwe's)letlers remained unanswered by the Gov-
ernment.

2. That six years had now passed since the Keate Award was made,
and he wanted the Government to help him occupy the country
80 awarded him.

3« That the corn, raised upon his ground by his labour with his

cxen and ploughs, and now stacked up in Commissioner Scholtz's

Store while awaiting His Zxcellency's decision was his own and

should be delivered to him, as he and his bepple were in want of

food. This complaint he said was one of his chief reasons for

coming to Pretoria. .

4, That Matlaba(lizchavie) was occupying his {Montshiwa's) land
at Polfontein. Matlzba had obgained his righ;7:§thority

from President Burgers who had no title to it and no right to

dispose of the land.
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5. Matlaba had robbed his (Montshiwa's) people of their cattle

and shéep. The matter had been referred to Commissioner

scholtz, who had decided in Montshiwa's favour,but Scholtz
either could not, or would not restore the property.

6. loshete was also occupying his (Montshiwa's) land at Khunwene

and causing a lot of trouble to his (Montshiwa'é;people by attem-

pting to drive them away or threatening them.
At this point, @sborn suddenly remembered and unearthed a le-
tier dictated to him by shepstone for transmission to Montshiwa

on the 3rd of December, but which had never been posted.

Most | ressikty due first to the intervention of Administrator Lan-
| !

yon and parég to the firm and fearless answer of Montshiwa, the
tone of this second letter of Shepstone was mueh more coneciliato-
ry and was a definite retreat on the first. It stafted that
"It was from reasoning on general principales, and with a strong
desire to preserve peace and goodwill between the parties concerned
that His wxcellency dictated the first letter ... of which you
complained to the Administrateor in Kimbergley." further

His Excellency complained qf what appeared to be Montahiwag
taking the law into his own hands,righting what he consicered a

wrong done to him and ignoring the Government and even actingin .

opposition to the government.

akbl

The gist ofywhich was that His Excellency was not sufficiently
acquginted with the question (i.e dispute about Vleyfontein and
Polfontein) and does not consider®® himself able to arrive at a

fust conclusion in regard to it. Viewing the uncertainty of tte

egbsolute rights of both barties, His Excellency would prefer theot

an arrangement equitable to both Sshould ve arrived at through the

mediatiog of the Comnissioner at Lichtenburg, Pending ultimate ac=-

tion by the High Commissioner.
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o« Further His Excelleneyﬂﬁomplalned etc // [
/ ;
. rhe “main gist of this secend letter, howeverL,ayc

a/ Joworgol
In his persistent way Lontshlwa,éecond up tie second paragraph

which he did not admit, and in answering?Ehe following day whilst
in Fetoria wrotes "His Excellency must have been misinformed - & 4
he thinks that I would act in any way in opposition to Her Vajes=
ty's @overnment. I have always felt , and do yet feel thdﬁost
Sincere regard for Mer Majesty's rule in South Africs, and as far
as I can, will endeavour to support her rule, I beigzve what I
have done has been with the concurrence of Her Majesty's represen=
tative at ghe Diamond Fields." I am plasced in a most unsatisfacto-
ry positione. I wish to do right, but I hear nething... I have
received no acknowledgement to my lettiers."
32 2
licntshiwa returned to Mafikeng without having received satisfact-
ione As soon as he knew that Sir T. Shepstcne had returned to P
Pretorie from the Zulu border, he addressed a letter to hinfgﬁuiring
“when he might except the honour of His Excellency's promised

visit.®

"Your Bxcellency as chief must see the way your people treat
mine, They look upp;?;s game or wild animals. I wish t@ honour
the law of peace.. but these people who are creating disturbance
and beating others, under which law do they live? Make things
right as chief; Remove these people from amongst uss Turn out the-
8e evil doerse. I have been most patient and long=suffiering in
trying to honour Your Lxcellency'!s @overnment, but nothing is bei=-
ng done (for me).”

In two weeks' time (30th lMarch 1878) a reply came that "the

existance of serious questions on the Zulu border had prevented

His BExcellency from visiting Montshiwats neighbourhood, but that
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