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STRUGGLING FOR JUSTICE AND HUMAN DIGNITY

INTRODUCTION

Since the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches (Nairobi 1975),
churches and the ecumenical movement have made substantial progress in their
commitment to justice. They have deepened and broadened their struggle for the
human dignity of peoples all over the world.

Significantly, the poor, the oppressed and the discriminated peoples are awakening
everywhere to resist unjust powers and to forge their own destiny. This
sign of life.

is a

At the same time, powers of

injustice and of oppression attempt to absolutize and
to defend their security

through ideological and religious Justification.

A new context emerges, therefore, in which the people strive for justice and

human rights in various areas of their lives.

OUR BASIC BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL CONVICTIONS

In (Christ) the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
and you have come to fullness of life in him, who is
the head of all rule and authority

(Colossians 2 9-10)
1. We confess our faith in the Triune God, the giver, redeemer and sanctifier
of life. This is why, as Christians and churches, we hope, pray and search for
signs of God's Kingdom in His creation. Since Nairobi we struggled towards the
vision of a just, participatory and sustainable society.

The machine of the prevailing economic order starves millions of people to death
and increases the numberof uneapioyea every year. Science and technology are
misused to oppress the people and to destroy the earth in an insane arms race.
More and more people are detained and "disappear”, tortured, deprived of religious

liberty, forcibly displaced or exiled.

We interpret this development as idolatry, stemming from human sin, seduced by
satanic forces. We are not in a usual situation, where only prophetic and
Intercessory actions of the~cBurches are sufficient.

Part of the good power which God shared with humanity In His image
creative responsibility in the world (Genesis—!: 26728). The
occurred (Genesis 3 : 5).

involved sharing
opposite, however,

In contemporary teras, the powers of dominion ovar
"nature"” (earth, native peoples, manual labour, women) and

limitless possessions
have become idols.

This culture of violence has engendered international security
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systems designed to assert possession at any cost. It has obsessed industria-

lized nations and spreads to others.

confess Jesus Christ, who died on the cross and was resurrected, in whom the
universe was created, as Lord over the demons and powers of death and over

J1 things (Ephesians 1 : 9-19). We anticipate the victory of the Lamb

Revelation 12 : 21) who inspires suffering and gives courage to martyrs everywhere

W—

S. Some fundamentalist sects and church people, political parties and governments
Vould legitimize this development as "Christian". These groups militate against
—+he identification of the churches with the poor in their witness to God's

kingdom.

Church is thus challenged not only in what it does, but in its very faith and

Many are alert to the danger, as in the heresy of apartheid. However, the

I*ing.
systems, the

m(-.—called Christian arguments defend exploitative transnational
applications of science and technology and the production of mass

In confessing Jesus Christ, churches must confess
many of them should recognize their complicity in
acknowledging the dangers inherent in"

—.critical
gtgclear offensive weapons.
their sins. Although belatedly,
tT tolerance of the processes of death,
exorcizing.

a The spiritual struggle of the Church must involve it In the spiritual struggle
of the poor, the oppressed, the alienated, and the exiled. The Spirit is among
struggling people. The Spirit kindles love and fills with courage. The Spirit
kifarts creative vision. Christ's Church celebrates the eucharist as the incarna-
te*® of God's love and as the source of all spiritual strength among God's people
(Jlzekiel 37: 10; Rev. 11: 11). *

called to resist any power that demands complicity in sin. People

dW tempted to misuse power. Therefore, justified by faith, "the people struggle
affirm life as a sign of the coming Kingdom. The widow argued persistently
stubbornly with the judge (Luke 18: 2-5), strongly suggesting to Christians
attitude and energy required to achieve justice and human dignity. The Lord
of the Church gives a transcending vision and the patience of martyrs to resist
Structural support of a sinful system, whenHe promises "I will be with you
always, to the end of the age" (Matthew 28: 20).

Christians are

CfffcESSIVE POWERS AND THE POWER OF LIBERATION

I. God, as the giver of life, is the source of powers, even of those that can
Jjtused against His own being (John 19: 11). God provides to life the ability to
cjet upon life, and with love expects that power will be exercised according to

will. Hence power and authority exist with God's permission (Romans 13: 1-2)
Se as to work for the good of His creation.

Ji In our time power is abused tremendously. In spite of the abundance of
~"sources, social disparities widen. Internationally, racism is condemned, yet
~ooth African apartheid threatens the territorial Integrity of its neighbours,
discrimination, extrajudicial executions, political regression, genocide and
\<£lations of socio—-economic rights demonstrate the exercise of power against the
against the people themselves. Power elites

interests of the people and, indeed,
institutions and of economic
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Underlying many manifestations of sexism and of racism is

¢ ftfrf?'Clna>4¢°P? based°D_ec’n°=>ic exploitation and profit—.otive
ultur.l captivity, colonialism and neo-colonialism. '

t is a sad reality that the churches are often accomplices in the
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omen veak*st »e»bers —— the poor, the racially oppressed
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— to repudiate the misuse of economic organization, science and technology
in the service of powers and principalities and against people.

b) That we ourselves make a clear covenanting commitment to work for justice
and peace as it was made here in Vancouver by Central American and USA
delegates as a sign of clear resistance to any kind of oppression and as
s step forward toward peace with justice.

c) That we reject the heretical forces which use the name of Christ or
“"Christian" to legitimize the powers of death.

Spirituality

a) That churches explore forms through which Christian spirituality is mani-
fested in the struggle for justice and human dignity. For this purpose,

we call churches to cultivate and strengthen the spiritual life among the
people, through prayer, Bible study and worship, making Justice and human
dignity an Integral part of churches’ life.

b) That churches and Christians affirm values vhich popular cultures, other
faiths and ideologies contribute to people's common action in the struggle
for justice and human dignity.

Solidarity

a) That the churches be in solidarity with the poor, oppressed, and dis-
criminated in order to empower their movements and organizations.

b) That in order to be in solidarity with those who are struggling to redress
unjust power structures, especially those who are victims of torture and
other forms of violence, all churches increase their efforts of concrete
action through:

1. public exposure and denunciation of torture and all other forms of
violence especially against women and children, including domestic
violence and rape;

2. assistance to victims and their families;
the provision of material and legal aid to prisoners of conscience;

prayer meetings of intercession and other expressions of public concern;

g b~ w

providing sanctuary to refugees facing expulsion without due process
of law;

6. the establishment of effective international measures to protect
refugees against attacks and refoulement and to assure them access
to due process.

c) That member churches demonstrate their international ecumenical solidarity
in combatting unjust economic structures, through;

1. theological reflection on the principles of work and human dignity,
and on new economic paradigm aiming at a just, participatory and »
sustainable society;

2. engaging in an intensive process of education of their members regarding
the nature of oppressive economic structures and their own complicity
in bolstering them;



3. exposing the role of transnational corporations in buttressing unjust
economic structures, in undergirding racist regimes, in exploiting
women as cheap labour resources; and in using technologies which result
in the expulsion of labourers from their jobs and thus create un-
employment ;

4. a careful examination by churches of their Investment portfolios and
investment in alternative development and trading networks.

Networking

»)

b)

c)

e)

Churches continue to consolidate and expand solidarity linkages and networks

between North and South, especially among the "Southern" countries; and
foster mutual dialogue between the Eastern and Western churches in order
to be more effective.

Churches are called to affirm their commitment to a process of continuous
dialogue and mutual visitation, aiming at mutual support for their ministry
and solidarity work.

Churches must contribute to efforts which promote confidence-building
measures among governments in order to reduce tensions and create a
favourable dimate for healthy international relations.

Churches are urged to initiate regional commissions and/or prograsnes for
the implementation of Human Rights. Such bodies prove to be very important
at the international level in the support of people's struggles for their
rights.

Churches are urged to deepen their understanding Of the exercise of power
for social justice, human liberation, and on matters of political ethics.
For this purpose they should engage in an intensive process of education
of their members regarding both the nature of principalities and powers
which exercise oppression, and their own complicity in them.

Financing

»)

b)

c)

d)

Churches are called to support the 2Z Appeal as a tool for continuous
solidarity with the poor, and for the support of people's movements
working for justice and human dignity.

In this regard, the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS)
created by the WCC in 1974 to use the investment capital of the member
churches for the development projects of the poor and powerless, should be
given a high priority.

Churches are urged to give concrete expression of their concern for the
work on human rights and social Justice through increased financial commit-
ment.

Churches are urged to continue and increase their support for the Special
Fund of PCR.

THE

RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE

The dominant and oppressive powers form a fierce vortex of socio—economic

and political dynamics that create grave conditions for violations of peoples’
rights in manifold ways, including religious rights and rights of the
disabled.

Authoritarian and dictatorial powers, perversion of the doctrine of nations
security, militarization, and the misuse of science and technology In
repressive mechanisms, are integral parts of the oppressive process that
denies civic, political and cultural rights of the people in many countries.

Gross and systematic violations of human rights occur in most societies.
People suffer arbitrary arrests, torture, summary executions and dis-
appearance — almost always in extrajudicial forms, on a scale and with
unprecedented frequency.

Economic domination and unjust social structures suppress the socio—economic
rights of the people, such as the basic needs of families, communities,
and the rights of workers.

Racial domination denifes land rights to indigenous, ethnic and aboriginal
peoples, often bringing unlawful Imprisonment of entire groups of the
population. It is their right to be acknowledged as human beings, fully
participating in God's design.

Churches are called to be in solidarity with the people and with those who
struggle among and alongside them in defending their rights. This includes
those among the churches and Christian communities whose witness — even to
martyrdom — has galvanised the worldwide ecumenical fellowship.

CONCLUSIONS

Christ rules the world. His people are called to participate in his empowering
struggle against the demonic powers of the world.

Churches are called to be a steadfast and faithful witness. As allies of those
who struggle for their liberation, churches witness to the reign of the Lamb and

are

a sure sign of hope in the world.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ECUMENICAL ACTION TO THE CHURCHES

1.

Covenanting

a) That the churches at all levels: congregations, dioceses/synods, networks
of Christian groups and base communities, together with the WCC, enter
into a covenant in a conciliar process:

— to confess Christ, the life of the world, as the Lord over the Idols
of our times, the Good Shepherd who "brings life and life in its
fullness” for His people and for all creation;

— to resist demonic powers of death inherent in racism, sexism, class
domination, caste oppression, and militarism;
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