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Dear Sylvia,
Eighteen months after receiving a letter from you I respond 
well, at least I had your letter in my 'Attention' file 
all that time.
This is really to inform you of our move out of London, 
in case you and your husband come to England (why not? 
a good place to visit) and just to keep in touch. It is 
a temproary move - we have sold our nouse and rented this 
place for a fev; months while sorting out our future.
I have spent so much time writing in the past couple of 
years, that I am longing to return to being an artist, 
and hope that 13 what I'll be able to do in the country. 
Thank you for your invitation to stay with you in Chicago.
T would love to visit there again, would love to come, 
but at present havent any good excuse to visit the USA. 
Perhaps next year - this year being very hectic, as
I plan to go to Africa in September & have an exhibition 
booked in Geneva in October - I will <?o to the States 
to visit Janet, without any excuse, and will call in 
to Chicago.

April 12 1984

All good wishes
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Old House Farm 
Dorstone
Hereford HR3 6BL 
England

February 24th 1986
Dear Sylvie,

What a pleasant surprise, to receive a letter from Joliette!
Yes, I remember my visit there a year ago very well, though I have 
difficulty in putting the right face on your name. I am sure that if 
we were to meet, I would know you, but from this distance, with all 
the people in all the little towns, it becomes difficult.
Recently Madeleine Bousquet, who was one of the organisers of our 
tour, and with whom I stayed in Montreal, came to England on her 
way to visit various projects in African countries. She came to 
see me, and I was very happy to show her where I live, and our 
beautiful countryside, although it was rather frosty and cold, and 
has been freezing ever since. We are all waiting for Spring to come 
as we are sick of the cold weather.

I wonder if you are getting news from South Africa, There is so 
mkmx much happening there every day; young people will not Accept 
apartheid and the same state of affairs any more, and are organising 
against it continuously. So many are being killed by the SA police and 
army in the townships, and they arrest thousands, detain them without 
trial, some of them children of 11 years old and younger. One boy of
II was kept for 57 days in solitary confinement, then released without 
even being charged with any offence.

I have also been following the events in the PhiHipines - do you 
remember the handsome Petite who came from there? The situation 
is not yet resolved as I write, but I am sure that Marcos is 
finished.

One day p^rnaps I'll have the chance to visit Montreal again.
Thanks for remembering me at Christmas time. I'l rou a card
next Christmas

With warm regards
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Friday 19th June 87

My dear Silvia,
It was so nice to speak to you last night, thank you for phoning. I had 
of course been intending to write to you, to thank you for the weekend 
in Bologna, and your hospitality, I enjoyed it even more in retrospect 
on coming back to cold, wet, grey weather - this is supposed to be 
mid-summer and we scarcely ever see the sun!

Regarding my book, The World That Was Ours, which I would like you to 
have the opportunity to read, I sent this to Piero Attanasio in Bologna, 
Edizione TEDA, the phone number is (o51) 443880. I asked him to be sure 
to send it back to me if he is not interested in publication, as I have 
only two copies left of this book, and it is out of print. I dont 
know whether you can negotiate with him to borrow it, depending on what 
he deciders, AS LONG AS I GET IT BACK!

I forgot to remind you that what I really want is to obtain a translation 
of the Cassandra manifesto, because if I have that, I can use it to 
write an artic&i for VOW about the trip. I can't remember whether it 
was you who said you would send me the translation, or one of the 
other women.

I feel that one reason that I did not make the best use of my time 
in Bologna was that I did not have information beforehand that would 
have enabled me to know to a better extent what to tell the groups 
to whom I spoke. For instance, had I read the report on the Cospe 
project beforehand, I would most certainly have spoken about it.
I read it when I arrived home, and think it is a splendid project.
I will be intersted to hear of progress as time goes by.

If you plan at any time to come to England, you must let me know, 
so we can meet, or you can come and visit us here in the country.
I do hope that fate will bring me back to Bologna sometime. You 
never know! If one or other of the books gets published by Teda or 
Librellula, I might have an excuse to come and publicise it!

Keep well and busy. Amandla!
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C O O P E R A Z E O N E  

P E R  L O  S V IL U P P O  

d e i  P a e s i  E m e r g e n t i From: Silvia Ricchieri

Firenze, 16th July 87

Dear Hilda,
I'm on my way to Africa, leaving on Sunday, where I'll stay 
for 1 and a half month. Staying away so long, I had a lot 
to do in the last time, if I can say it as an excuse for 
being so late in answering to your- letter.
I'll be two weeks in Eritrea, from there, through Nairobi, 
to Lusaka to identify projects for the Zambians, evaluate 
the existing ones with the ANC (I'm going with an agro
nomist for Chongela) and Swapo.
If I have time left. I'll go also to Botwana to see the 
possibility for a project there.

I've been in touch with TEDA publishers: as €hey 
might have written you they decided to publish For Their 
Triumphs... and are examining the Trials... Now we'll 
have an instrument to reach a larger Italian women's public.

As far as Cassandra is concerned, I did remember 
Mariangela what Isabella promised. But if they delay too 
much, you could also write to them yourself.

These are the addresses:
- Centro delle Donne "Cassandra", c/o Casa del Popolo,
40050 Fanfr di Argelato, Bologna;
Mariangela Tedde, c/o Federazione P.C.I., Via Barberia 
4, 40123, Bologna.

On the 5th of September I'll go on vacation to Holland, 
Jan Willem and I should be staying two weeks in a little 
North see island. But if it will be too cold, we might 
decide to spend a few days in the english countryside.

I'll have anyway to go to London some time in S e p 

tember: I don’t know how often you go to the City, but 
we maybe could combine it? I'll phone you from Holland.

Have a nice summer with a lot of sun.
Loves

Via dei Rustici, 7 - 50122 Firenze - Tel. 055/263990-219832 - Telex 580666 COSPE I - Codice liscale 94008570486
Succursale: Viale Vicini, 16 - 40122 Bologna - Tel. 051/433.618



25th September 87
My dear Silvia,

I had your letter before you left for Africa (how jealous I felt!) and the 
card that you sent me. I have been hoping that you would arrive in London 
and phone me, but as I havent heard from you, I thought it was time to write. 
Perhaps you have not been able to come to England. I wonder how you 
enjoyed your Africa tour, and also your holiday in Holland? I hope it 
was good for you both.

TEDA have been in touch with me, and are arranging to publish the woman's 
book through IDAF. They have also decided to publish the Trials of Mandela, 
so I am pleased that someone is going to use it. Last night we watched on 
television a film about the life of Nelson Mandela which was AWFULI It 
Bfas made by someone called Ronald Harwood, filmed in Zimbabwe, and was 
just about as bad as it could possibly be, the 'love story' of Nelson and 
Winnie, with ghastly actors and Hollywood type sentimentality. I couldnt 
watch it all the way through.

However, my daughter Toni's film FRONTLINE AFRICA - Destructive Engagement, 
was shown on TV, and we all thought it was very good - about the 
destabilisation of the front-line States. I hope it will be shown in 
Italy.

I was in Sweden for 8 days, the publishers of my novel in Swedish invited 
me to attend the Gothenberg Book Fair, to speak sat meetings and sign 
books. I eas in Gothenburg, Stockholm and went to Uppsala to the 
Sacandinavian Institute of African Studies. I spoke at a lot of 
meetings, and visited various aid organisations, isencluding SIDA and 
the Afrika Group. I was very impressed by the amount of su&pprt that is 
going from these groups and from the government of Sweden to many 
African countries, particularly to Southern Africa. They are really 
doing terrific work. Also I found the Sedish people very hospitable, 
stayed with lovely people and really enjoyed myself.

Here we have had (for once) a warm and pleasant September, but now it 
is prearing for winter, getting colder, and I dread the winter months.
I am preparing for an exhibition in London in December, and also have 
some writing to do.

I was not quite sure whether it was you who I said should read this 
book by Vonnegut about the Dresden bombing - it's awful how bad my 
memory is, and worse now that I am old. But I think we did discuss it.
Anyway, if it is of no interest to you, send it back to me and I'll 
keep it myself.

I hope to hear from you.

With love
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C O O P E R A Z IO N E  

P E R  L O  S V IL U P P O  

D E I P a e s i  E m e r g e n t i

Florence, Oct. 9, 1987 

Dear Hilda,
your memory is much better then mine: I remembered about this book 
and our talk only when I saw it.Thank you: I ’ll enjoy the reading. 
And because my memory is so bad, reading your letter I started 
doubting whether I did write you that this time I didn't have time 
to come to Britain, but will come later. I have a meeting in London 
scheduled for 1st December, next week I'll hear whether it is 
confirmed and I'll write it to you.
TEDA has also been in touch with me, asking me to review the 
translation, particularly the "tectmicalJ‘ terms of apartheid.
I received a pamphlet about "Destructive Engagement", and I'm con
vinced it is a good film. I wander wheter it is available also in 
video-tape. If yes, I would like to buy it when I come.
Beside that, I would like to stay in London a few days, see what 
other material is there I could take to Italy, at IDAF and the ANC 
office.(From the office, I met George in Lusaka)
Will you be there, preparing your exhibition, already from the 1st? 
And do you think I could stay with you and your daughter?
I did't stay in Holland, for my vacations, because it was bloody
cold. I came back to Italy with Jan Willem and went ten days to the 
west coast (Grosseto), where it was intead bloody hot, but at 
least there was the sea to dive in when it became to much.
In Lusaka, I didn't really have what you could call a good time: 
everybody (South African, Namibians and Zambians as well) was 
paniquing about the "security situation", and because of that I 
could't move from the city and sorrounding, while I had planned to 
visit the Swapo camp.
I had a nice time in the ANC farm, though, who has now a young 
efficient manager(from P.Elisabeth, came out in 77, studied agri
culture in Hungary: one of the many Naidoo's), and is starting to 
function very well. It is a good thing to see that the money raised 
with so much effort is doing some good.
From the women. I met Gertrude very shortly: I'll tell you 
about it when I'll see you. I also didn't have much time with 
Sophie, who was in Luanda almost all the time, first for the 9th 
August celebrations (which couldn't be held in Lusaka beacause of, 
again, security reasons) and then for the national conference.
I stayed at the house of a Norvegian SWAPO Women's Council volun
teer. Though her and her friends I also realized how big is the 
Scandinavian solidarity with Southern Africa. It does make a 
difference when the governments are also in it. In Italy we try our 
best, but we don't ahve any backing from the government.
Next week I'm going to Brussel again, for one of these european 
meetings on SA/Namibia, discussing the strategy of keeping 
Ms. Thatcher hands out of it (see the AC article attached, which is 
about this issue).
I hope to see you in December;

Via dei Rustici. 7 - 50122 Firenze - Tel. 055/263990-219832 - Telex 580666 COSPE I - Codice fiscale 94008570486
Succursale: Viale Vicini, 16 - 40122 Bologna - Tel. 051/433.618



5th April 88
Dear Sylvie,

I decided it was about time that I wrote to you, as I have 
never answered the card you sent when you were not able to 
come to England, and went to Amsterdam instead. I also went 
there, but after you had left, to the CASA festival. It was 
really magnificBBti So many artists and groups from South 
Africa, so many discussions, symposiums, poetry readings, 
theatre, much beautiful singing; and the people of Amsterdam 
joined in; there was a real milling of South Africans and 
Hollanders. I enjoyed it enormously.

Since then I have been enduring the English winter, whicht 
this year has been quite mild, but oh, how I hate the dark, sun] 
sunless days I Now it is Spring, this is the time of year that 
you should come here, everyhting just beginning and very 
beautiful, and its lighter, although it is still too cold.
I have been doing a lot of Bpeaking and of writing. I went 
to Madrid for a TV interview, and have been speaking at places 
all over the place here and in Wales. I wrote some articles 
about Theresa Ramashamola and the Sharpeville Six. There is 
a great deal to Co and the news is rather awful. We were all 
deeply upset by the murder of Dulcie September. It is 
difficult not to become depressed about it, and all the 
attacks in Southern Africa. My elder daughter, Toni, is back 
in Mozambique, making another film, this time about the 
impact of apartheid on the children of Southern Africa, 
through the wars in Mozambique and Angola, and through 
Apartheid in SA. She will not be able to go to SA to film, but 
will go to Lusaka and to Tanzania to interview children at 
Mazimbu..
I wonder if the women's book has been published in Italian 
yet? I suppose we will hear from the publishers when it 
comes out.
Well, maybe you will have an excuse to come to England, or j 
maybe I'll find myself, unexpectedly, in Italy again.
Until then, good wishes and love
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ÎL/-  ̂oteej1 <amtt ̂o/ uioVft
^ f f e Q - ' s ©  ~ U i o s T ~  s j u A  C o s c 3 7 c 7 ^ )  a r e  

acTu&ljUp 'J'QMJ Luce, c \ o y ^ « - /  _ -=5̂
[ oC'c/J '^-^nely bue'// buee'T

_b44'kr p * '



DOWNTOWN 
- JOHANNESBURG



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: A3299  
Collection Name:    Hilda and Rusty BERNSTEIN Papers, 1931-2006  
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher:  Historical Papers Research Archive 
Collection Funder:  Bernstein family 
Location:  Johannesburg 

©2015 
 

 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 
People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 
This document is part of the Hilda and Rusty Bernstein Papers, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


