
Congreae of the People 1.

It wee on* of those aoenea that ara never forgotten.

A wintry aun, a duaty aquara, cold-eyed detectivee with a bit of . 

atubbla on tha ohin, the fluttering of the green, yellow end bleak, / .  

Father Huddleaton lean end oonfident, the row upon row of atrong, 

calm faces, the upturned thumb, the wonderful, ewelling roar of 

Meyi-boooyel And then back to the eager facea —  and the Freedom 

Charter.

Cne by one the dates, the slogana, the placea are 

being chalked up. June 26* Or "Freedom In Our Lifetime." Or —  

Kliptown.

One can see tnem crowding in as if it happened 

yeaterday. \Not De Klerk'a tame, blind and halt. But, the strong 

and the brave, tne young in heart. Kliptown, June 2^ and 26. r<e»en>bBr 

it, 3trydomt

One day the old folk will lift the little onea on to 

their kneea and tell the* about Kliptown, that ehabey townahip for 

Africane outeide Johenneaburg. There, in 1955* on those memorable two

daya, the saeaea cane of age.
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They erne lorries that lumbared and rattled

* < '\ V 

1 •

*11 %he-w*y from Cepe Town, Port Elixe’oeth, Durben, the four cornera t
• > s  ̂ -V r-Z if fi i 'a.

of the lend, Strydom probably sneered. Why should he worry about e 

young Afriesn, at ill branded with factory grime, clambering on to en 

open lorry with JO othera, clutching •  blanket end e peeket of*troughl|- 

hewn aendwicheet Why, indeed? Or the Coloured houeewife, acerred with 

tha toil o f 20 yeere In  the madmm’ -e kitohen? Or the Indian laundry
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_  t i .  Ttv* subterfuges and pretext■ w«rt trotted out, #&*<*! 1 in tbi neae of, U-V

"J ,
^  * * "  ord*r * Leter, when the Speoial Branch, patting on ite biggeet *rK»2

m “ A
T ^ i C i  \ > j ^ t t u r n - o u t  ever, slouched Into the delegates' enclosure at Kllptown a n d L ^ ,

, r u ' i, l  j  'W x J 'U ^  * & •}
N-t Vm* i squatted on upturned ainerel watar bozee, the epine-chilling word y  ,

wee whispered » , Treaeon* ■ But no one* e epine euceupbed to the
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£ *by?  The anewer ia aiaple. It wae not really unexpected, 

yet eoaehow there wee aoaething treaendouely thrilling in the way 

the workere of South Afriea oaae of age suddenly* They grew up, almost 

overnight* One aoaent they were engry, ecattered, articulate bare, 

inarticulate there. Then all at onoe they matured. They were angry 

etill, but they were together and they knew what they wanted and how 

they were going to get it . Angry yet eeljj^ spattered over e vest 

oountry yet united. What prioe tyranny now, StrydoaT

for yeare and year*, their leedere hsda struggled, 

guided, advised, and now the workera responded. Dedoo in je il , Kotene 

arrested, Meetings, boyeotte, demonstrations, the etruggle before and

fov l

oxJuC,

0

the struggle einoe. And now the vague foras taks shape, and the peopk 

know their ainds. J
The twin aims —  eleetion of delegatee and oolleoting 

deaande for the freedom Charter —  ensured that the Oongress of ths 

Feople rested on the wideat possible basle* The traap froa door to



door brought n «  f i « « .  p*.ring o u t r k **» , l * ,u iM t iw *  f .e .a .  WhyT 

HowT When? d.aandaf W * H , U t  -  »«« . And ao lt b#g, n# Th#

fruatration and iapot.no* gar* way for hop*. Th* cloudy fury

cryatallia*d out. l ^ a  *  wh*t I would Ilk , to . e . ,  anj t W . .  ftnd thl.

It waa *11 put down in blaok and whit*i th* Pr**doa 

Charter. Not a docu-nt drawn up at a d .ak, or *w ,n in a conf.r.no. 

hall, but .lowly, laboriously p i.o .d  tog*thar in J L a  *nd fac to r !.., 

on f .r a . and at atr**t oorn*r . . . t i n g . .  It wa. th. aoul and apirit 

of th* p .opl*, translated into tara* a.ntenca*.

Th*n there waa t ha .l .c t io n  of d*l*gat* .  -  2 ,844 got 

through to Kliptown. No Oeneral Blaotion for th* "Vhltea only" 

P r l U ^ n t  ha. produced anything r .p r .a a n ta t l ... Th.  „ . U o |t  t0 

obooee th . delegate. h u ~ d  o».r th . length and braedtta of South

A frlo .. And . . . t i n g .  . .p l .„ .t lo n a , . d » l c ,  guld .nc., It 1 .

l ik . th* rippl* in th* pond.

The t.o-day Oongr.., of th . Peopl., clo.lng In th.

■ldrt of th . provooetive polle. r .ld  on that Sunday .ft.rnoon, . . .  .  

triumphant ap .ct.ola. It . . .  .  „ d l „  of colourful nation.1 c c .t u » .

.nd .a ,in g  acarveaf of aonga and „ . r.  e o .r .d ..h lp . a *  of th. flutt.rhg 

of th . gr.cn . yellow end bleck. One . l .o  had th . otanc. to t .l l  f r l .M  

fro . f o ..  only th. Labour Party. of .11  th . P .r l l .M rt. ry partlaa, aaK  

greetinge. The Liberal Party »ae not there, nor lta Neti.e 

RepreaentatiTea.

Swarf a polic. * .re  ther., of cour ... They w .lt.d  for 

th* . . .t i n g  to b*gin and then aquatt.d at the rear. But tb.y had 

undereatlMted th . an th u ei... of th . people, oontlnu.,, t„

eongr*aa of th* p*opl* 5
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and were eoon heaaing the deteotivea la end extending 12-deep 

behind t h n .  Melodreaatioelly, the detectivee pulled their brown 

hat* even further over their tyti, end then peered up, revelin g  

juet e flieker of nervoueneee*

But it waa obvioue that the wholeeele rounding up of 

delegatee waa not going to achieve ita purpoee. The dalegatea were 

not goint; to be provoked into violence. They remained cels for 

a aiaple raaaon —  they knew their etrength.

They knew. It waa aa aiaple aa that. They knew what, 

baaaakap meant and they knew that they were going to defeat it . They 

knew what they had euffared, end thfy knew what lay ahead. There waa 

etruggle and bltterneaa ahead, certainly, but alao victory. They 

had come to Kliptown to do eoaething, and no power on earth could 

undo it .
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