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George Padmorc, Chairman, Pan African Federation, London#

I t  a f fo rd s  me great pleasure to  send f r a te r n a l  greetings 
to a l l  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  f r iends  and adherents o f  the Asian S o c i a l i s t  
Conference on the occas ion  o f  the f i r s t  c e l e b r a t io n  o f  Deoendent 
Peop les '  Freedom Day.

The Asian S o c i a l i s t  Conference i s  to  be congratulated on 
i n i t i a t i n g  Freedom Day, which should serve not  only to draw c l o s e r  
together those peoples o f  Asia and A fr ica  who are s t i l l  l i v in g
u n d e r  t h i  y k < o f  # * r e l « <  4 o a d iia % t u u , V u l  a t * v  a j
a bridge between the nations o f  Asia which have recentlyemerged 
from a l ien  domination and the dependent oeoples s t i l l  striving to 
achieve th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  freedom.

A further  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  Freedom Day is  that i t  demon
s t ra tes  that those who have won th e ir  independence have not 
f o rgo t ten  those who ar6 s t i l l  s t ru gg l in g  f o r  t h e i r a .  This ia a 
greater mark o f  true in te r n a t io n a l  comradeshio than a l l  the pious 
r e s o lu t ion s  passed by European s o - c a l l e d  s o c i a l i s t  part ies  when 
they are out o f  power but who f o l l o w  d oc ld ed ly  im p e r ia l i s t  p o l i c i e s  
when in o f f i c e .

* w : .
The history o f the poat-war years baa moat 8hown vary 

c l e a r l y .  I f  such evidence were needed, that the peoples o f Asia 
and Africa  are determined to free thesaelvea o f foreign ru le, and 
not a l l  the fo r ce s  o f  oppression and reaction can stem their 
onward march to  independence. In many parts o f the dependent 
world the issue is  already Joined,  and I t  la for true so c ia lists  
and genuine ant i - im perla l i ,a ts  to give every supoort, both moral 
and o r a c t l c a l ,  to sustain them.in their straggle*

But nat iona l  freedom must not be an end In l t 8 e l f .  The 
new freedoms which are being achieved in th is  twentieth century 
can be con so l id a ted  and guaranteed only by fo rg in g  Internat ion a l  
link8 for  t h e i r  common maintenance and p r o t e c t i o n .  Nationalism 
must broaden out in to  in te rn a t ion a l ism ,  on the basis  o f  the 
fundamental p r in c ip le s  o f  the United Nations D eclarat ion  o f  
Human R igh ts ,  with emphasis upon the d ig n i ty  o f  the human 
persona 11 t y .

Centuries o f  Western domination o f  Asia and A fr ica  have 
l e f t  behind a legacy o f  ignorance ,  misery and poverty .  But even 
*orse than that is  the a t t i tu d e  o f  subservience which they have 
creatcd  among the deoendent peonies and o f  r a c i a l  arrogance on the 
side o f  the oppressors .  Both these a n t i t h e t i c - a t t i t u d e s  must be 
rooted ou t .  The a tt i tude  o f  r a c i a l  s u p e r io r i t y  has seeped in to  
the very heart o f  EuroDean man, with the r e s u l t  that even those t

who oay l i p  se rv ice  to the cause o f  independence f o r  sub ject  
peonies cannot f ree  themselves from the Idea that guidance and 
d i r e c t i o n  can come from the West a lone .

S
We must r e j e c t  th is  a t t i tu de  tooth and n a i l ,  and while 

welcoming and accenting any m ater ia l  and t e ch n ica l  aia which the 
’./est may o f f e r ,  on our own terms, we must at the same time make i t  
c l e a r  that Asians and Africans are capable o f  c rea t in g  th e ir  own 
ways o f  l i f e  which guarantee the m ateria l  welfare o f  the common 
oeople while providing us with a humanistic out look  and ensuring 
the brotherhood and unity o f  our peoples .

We hear so much today about partnership  between the 
7est and the dependent and la t e ly  independent peoples ,  but these 
oronouncemcnts are not accompanied by any mark o f  e q u a l i t y .  The 
partnership ,  as wc see i t ,  aooears to  be that  between r ider  and
the horse .

The peoples--------- — 1



<S> - !
9 ■

Tha peoples o f  Asia and A fr ica  are s t i l l  to  be the Junior partners 
to be d ic ta ted  to  and d i r e c te d  by those o f  the West. who have 
assigned the respec t ive  r o l e s .  This i s  nothing but an inverted  
for*n o f  r a c i a l  domination fun ct ion ing  under the guise o f  tentat ive  
f r ie n d sh ip .

I f  the newly emerged and tha emerging nations o f  Asia 
and Africa  do not recognise  and face up to  th is  new form o f  r a c ia l  
domination, then they w i l l  very soon f ind themselves as t ru ly  
bound by the West economically  as they have been D o l i t i c a l l y .

The m ajor ity  o f  Europeans no matter what t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
fw y  b e ,  a r e  ooaoh ow  q u i t e  incapable  o f  accept ing  the a b i l i t y *  

o f  the A s ia t i c  and African peoples to evolve a philosophy o f  the ir  
own, adapted to  t h e i r  own p a r t i cu la r  needs and c o n d i t io n s ,  and o f  
d i r e c t in g  th e ir  own a c t i v i t i e s .

*
Harsh though i t  may be to say t h i s ,  yet  said i t  roust be,  

oncnly and f o r t h r i g h t l y .  For time is  s h o r t ,  and unless we recognise 
the issues in v o lv ed ,  we s h a l l  f ind ourse lves  l o s t  be fore  the truth 
becomes ev id en t .

On th is  f i r s t  c e le b r a t io n  o f  Freedom Day, we look forward 
to a widening o f  the freedom which have already been won. We hope 
that the Asian S o c i a l i s t  Conference w i l l  go from strength to  strength 
and widen i t s  con st itu ent  membership, so as to  draw closer the 
peoples o f  Asia and A fr ica  and other l^ods where men are seeking or 
have la t e ly  won that freedom which Is th%ir Inherent righ t.
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