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NEW DELHI.—South African liberation leaders Moses 
Kotane and Maulvi Cachalia have arrived in India on their way 
to the Asia-Africa Conference to be held next week in Indonesia, 

Both representatives are travelling without passports be
cause of the refusal of the South African Government to grant 
them.

ELEC TIO N S  FO R CONGRESS
O F T H E  P E O P L E  U N D E R  W A Y

A Delegate From
Every Town
And Village

JOHANNESBURG.—THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE SLOGAN WHICH IS 
NOW SPREADING THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCES IS — “A DELEGATE FROM  
EVERY TOWN, VILLAGE, SUBURB THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY!” DELE
GATES FOR THE FREEDOM ASSEMBLY ARE NOW BEING ELECTED IN PRE
PARATION FOR THE PROCEEDINGS ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, JUNE 25 
AND 26.
A draft of the freedom diarter is now belay compiled from the . guarantee everyone hard work. The

thousands of written statements which have been sent in from people 
from all walks of life, in which they have set out their demands for 
changes in their ways of life to guarantee freedom to them and future 
generations of South Afric*ans.

These demands, gathered at thou
sands of small meetings which have 
been called during the past six 
months under the slogan “Let us 
Speak together of Freedom,” cover 
almost every aspect of life and con
ditions.

Here are some of the demands 
recently received by C.O.P. head
quarters:
From meetings in lamga, Cape Town:

Equal payment and wages for 
equal employment. Equal treatment 
in hospitals and jails. Food to be 
given to the people of this country 
at lower prices. The freedom of all 
men, black and white, to be em
ployed on jobs in the factories. Free 
compulsory education for all.
A Langa Resident:

The Government for the people to 
be composed of every race and 
nation. The vote to be extended to 
all. Homes to be built for the 
people in every province. The police 
to produce their warrants when they 
arrest. Freedom of assembly and 
association to be guaranteed. Trade 
unions should be recognised under 
the Industrial Conciliation Act.
A.N.C. Elsies River meeting:

Freehold rights in Africa for all 
the people. Equal education for all 
races. The repeal of the pass laws. 
The police should be the friends of 
the people, not the enemies which 
they arc today.
A Nurse in Roodepoort:

I would like to see everybody free 
to seek his or her God freely and 
peacefully. We need education with
out discrimination, and, in short, 
freedom.

peoples' representatives to be elected 
to Parliament. The laws should

people should have land, the children 
proper education. The country should 
pass anti-apartheid laws..
Moroka West Tenants’ League:

The peoples’ demands are for 
houses. (Cont. on page 8)
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Moses Kotane is a leading 
member of the African National 
Congress, and was formerly the 
general secretary of the Com
munist Party of South Africa.

Maulvi Cachalia is a prominent 
member of the South African 
Indian Congress.

4 ,5 0 0  Will Give Evidence 
Against Cape Ghettos

^AVER 4,500 people in Cape Town each signed letters rejecting group 
^  areas zoning and asking to give evidence to the Tenure Board, and 
more than 30 organisations endorsed the memorandum drawn up by the 
Group Areas Co-Ordinating Committee, the secretary', Mr. P.^A. Ruiters, 
told New Age. All these letters and memoranda have been s\ibniitted to 
the Land Tenure Board.

“Our task now will be to consoli
date and strengthen the many com
mittees elected by the people over 
the last month and to prepare the 
people for the time when they will 
be called to give their evidence be
fore the Board,” said Mr. Ruiters.

Reviewing the first phase of the 
campaign which has now ended, Mr. 
Ruiters said: “Thanks to the Co- 
Ordinating Committee, practically 
every Non-European adult in Cape 
Town is now aware of the threat to 
his home.

MOST BITTER
“Men and women of all religions 

have flocked to protest meetings, 
from Observatory to Retreat and 
Grassy Park—the areas affected by 
the Land Tenure Board's zoning 
proposals. People who have never 
attended political meetings before, 
on religious or other grounds, came

FA M ILIES  D U M P ED  IN V E L D
L E T  T H E M  S L E E P  IN G O D ’ S O W N  FRESH A IR ,  ” SAYS O F F I C I A L

From RUTH FIRST
JOHANNESBURG.— Armed police stood by last week when Benoni carried out its 

mass removal operation to shift the first of 20,000 Apex residents to the new township of 
Daveytown. No houses were ready, and the families were simply dumped in the veld and 
left to rig up their own shelters.

to register their protest and to 
organise to fight the zoning. In fact, 
in many cases, they were the most 
bitter against the Group Areas Act.”

The meetings in the various areas 
were organised by the local residents 
who invited representatives of the 
Co-Ordinating Committee to attend, 
said Mr. Ruiters.

“At every meeting our proposals 
were unanimously accepted and the 
local committee thus established 
became affiliated to our organisa
tion.

“Opposition came only from the 
so-called “Unity” Movement, whose 
adherents carried on a whispering 
campaign and endeavoured to dis
credit our efforts. But the man in 
the street rejects their negative poli
cies and deplores their mud-slinging
campaign,” said Mr. Ruiters.

NOT TRUE
The memorandum to the Ghetto 

Board declares:
“We who have lived all or most 

of our lives in the Peninsula know 
that it is simply not true that the 
different races cannot live together 
peaceably. . . . White, Coloured, 
Malay, Indian and African have 
lived in the same areas, traded and 
shopped together, worked and trav
elled together, and shared the facili
ties of religion and higher educa
tion.”

A meeting by the roadside near 
Roodepoort:

We do not find any good in the 
Government of this country, now or 
before. We want a government that 
will do what the people want. 
Pietermaritzburg residents:

Wc need laws that would allow

House building at Daveytown started some time ago and the authori
ties fixed the removal date at April 1. Last Friday was April 1, and 
though NOT A SINGLE HOUSE WAS COMPLETED, the first families 
were told to demolish their Apex shacks and to re-erect them in Davey- 
fowii. By the middle of the morning last Friday the first families were in 
the veld, their belongings all about them, trying to erect a shack from 
the dilapidated materials they had brought with them from their old 
Apex shacks.

The main street entering Davey
town is, significantly, named Eiselen 
Street, after the secretary of Native 
Affairs, and Mr. .1. E. Mathewson, 
Director of Non-European Affairs, 
was on the spot in the new town
ship supervising operations. He 
stopped the New Age reporter as she 
was on her way in.

“COULDNT BE CHANGED”
The removal plans were set for 

April 1, and could not be changed, 
he said. The train service was to 
start on the 3rd, for example, and 
the removal had to go through 
though the houses were not ready. 
Asked where the people would sleep 
if their shelters were not erected by 
nightfall, Mr. Mathewson retorted: 
“In God’s own fresh air. What’s 
wrong with that? I’ve camped in the 
open myself many a time!”

This is the Mr. Mathewson who, 
asked by the Apex Advisory Board 
to help the people by providing 
money for the erection of temporary

shacks until the houses were ready, 
said cynically, “You can’t expect the 
Town Council to move you, build 
your shack and even cook your 
meals.”

The Apex residents are not 
against occupying the Daveytown 
houses, but they have been putting 
up strong opposition to going 
NOW, when they have to make do 
on the veld.
They have been told to transport 

their materials from their Apex 
shacks to Daveytown but some of 
the Apex shacks are already so 
dilapidated that the material is vir
tually useless.

NO EXPLANATION
The people of Apex complain that 

the authorities have not called them
together to give them any explana 
tion of the removal plans anti their
new homes. They have been moved, 
said one man, “without the Council 
telling us the why and the how.” 

'flic people asked for the

authorities to address them, but to 
no avail. A deputation sent by 
the people to interview the officials 
of the Non-European Affairs De
partment, was not given a hearing. 
People are simply being called 
individually to the Apex office, 
and told that they will have to 
move.
A number are refusing to do so 

until houses are ready.
“IN THE DESERT’

The people object also that while 
Apex was only a threepenny bus 
ride from Benoni’s town area, 
Daveytown is 81 miles out, and the 
weekly train ticket will amount to 
7/3. These transport costs together 
with the monthly house rental of 
£2/2/- will be far too heavy a burden 
on the average family.

Above all, not a scrap of consid
eration has been given the families 
living in their pathetic shelters at 
Daveytown. For example, there are 
no shopping facilities provided for 
them to buy food. The nearest store 
is a mine store, some two miles 
away. One child was sent back to 
Apex last Friday, after her family 
had been moved out, to try to get 
credit at an Apex shop for bulk 
provisions. “W'c are as in the desert,” 
she said.

Slave Education 
Hold-Up

Cape Town.
t h e  refusal of African 

parents in different parts 
of the country' to serve on 
school committees is holding 
up Bantu education. This ad
mission was made by an official 
of the Division of Bantu edu
cation in the Cape last week, 
in a circular letter to mission 
schools asking them to carry 
on until the division is able to 
take control of the schools.

This report was to the effect 
that only six of about 20 
mission schools were ready to 
be transferred.

The decision of African 
parents to refuse to serve on 
school committees is spreading 
from one town to another and 
from one location to another.

“The proposals,” the memoran
dum continues, “amount to the mass 
removal of the non-white people 
from the present residential and 
commercial centres of the Peninsula. 
. . . These displaced persons are not 
only being removed from their 
honiesi but also from their centres 
of work, education, religion, health 
and recreation.”
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LETTER BOX
BASUTOLAND T Y R A N N Y !

V O U R  readers may be inter
ested in the following letter 

which has been sent by Basuto 
nationals living in Port Elizabeth 
to Her Majesty’s High Commis
sioner for Basutoland, Maseru:

Acting under direction of the 
Basutoland nationals at present 
domiciled in Port Elizabeth, we 
wish to express our indignation 
and protest against measures taken 
by Her Majesty’s High Commis
sioner and police regardirtg 
Messrs. Ntsu Mokhehle, B. M. 
Khaketla and Z. L. Mothopeng.

The expulsion from their pro
fessions and the arb itra^  order to 
leave the Maseru area is regarded 
by us as a flagrant violation of 
their liberty and the liberty of all 
Basuto nationals who would criti
cise Her Majesty’s representatives 
for actions which they may con
sider detrimental to themselves 
and their country.

We view with alarm the action 
taken against these sons of Basuto
land in Basutoland, because, living 
in a country where the sinister 
forces of the fascist tyranny are 
all-powerful, similar action against 
African leaders is being utilised 
in order to crush the aspirations 
of the African people for dignity 
and respect. We had hoped— 
wrongly so since the subject of 
this letter—that in our Basutoland 
conditions which are to-day char
acteristic of the Union of South 
Africa do not, would not and 
could not obtain.

Imagine, then, our alarm at the 
report relating to the action 
against Mr. Mokhehle and others! 
Is this the price of Her Majesty’s 
protection?

We demand, sir, as nationals of 
Basutoland, the restoration of the 
rights of Messrs. Mokhehle, Kha
ketla and Mothopeng to continue 
to be usefully employed in their 
professions. We further demand 
that these citizens of Basutoland 
be allowed to live and work 
wherever they may choose in the 
land of their fathers.

We make this demand well 
knowing that Her Majesty’s Gov
ernment has systems and policies 
of justice sometimes inconsistent 
with justice as we may understand 
it. Need we add as an explanation 
of this the policies of justice in 
pre-independent America? India? 
Or Malaya? Kenya? It is in the 
light of what happened to Ken-

STOP
that

Headache!
Mag-Aspirin is better. When 
throbbing headaches torture 
you, take Mag-Aspirin at once!- 
Feel how gently the nerves are 
calmed, the pain soothed away. 
Mag-Aspirin quickly restores 
sound, health-giving sleep. It 
has given thousands of sufferers 
welcome relief from headache, 
bladder pain, backache, tooth
ache, lumbago, neuritis and 
rheumatic pains.

m n c - R S P i R i n
is not ordinary aspirin
Mag-Aspirin Powders, 2/- per box. Also 
available in Tablets at 2/6 at all chemltU

and stores.
6560-2

yatta and Jagan that we demand 
that Her Majesty’s Government 
desists from preventing our peace- 
loving people from acquiring a 
status in life without humiliation. 
A status towards which all man
kind is striving.

We make the popular demand 
of all the people who love 
Basutoland and desire harmony 
and peace in our beloved Basuto
land.

SIMON PHUROE. 
Port Elizabeth.

Spirit of Brotherhood
I have many times watched 

sympathetically our fellow Afri
can mine workers being led like 
a flock of sheep to the Johannes
burg Station, escorted front and 
rear by two African mine police
men.

I have also noticed one heart
breaking thing among Johannes
burg workers. Many senselessly 
tease those dear Africans of ours 
who are groaning under the bur
den of covered slavery.

“Many a flower is born to 
blush unseen and waste its sweet
ness on the desert air.’’ Among 
such people would we find true 
leaders if chance could permit 
them to exercise their abilities.

The spirit of brotherhood is 
lacking. If we laugh at our fellow 
Africans, truly we are not true 
Africans.

I am sure you have seen many 
hoboes in the city, and you have 
hardly seen any European laugh
ing at them. Why? Among our
selves it seems we find fault with 
our fellow Africans rather than 
with the merciless exploiters who 
are doing no differently to us.

T. NETSHITOMBONI. 
Johannesburg.

All Have Passes
Your editorial on March 10 

states—“̂No White South African 
can consider himself free while his 
Black brother has to carry a pass.’*

Surely this seems to be mis
leading, considering that before 
long we will also carry our identi
fication card, alias pass.

The question arises, however— 
Will Dr. Verwoerd also carry his 
pass? Will we also be stopped en 
masse in the streets by our police?

PIETER DE VRIEND. 
Johannesburg.

A warm welcome to the 
Congress of Trade Unions. Good 
luck to them in the fight for free* 
dom.

Apartheid has once more only 
led to more strength for the people 
in leading the country forward 
from slavery.

DUNSTAN KAUNDA. 
A.N.C., Kliptown, Tvl.

Duty
Franchise, we demand, in the 

name of justice. Let us all com
bine to dispel the darkness which 
envelops us. Equal rights, equal 
justice to the poor and the rich.

A government’s duty is to make 
laws which will be to the interest 
of the people—not forced laws.

S. MASHAO. 
Kalkspruit, Pietersburg.

Reject Group 
Areas Act

Last Thursday a meeting of 
about 250 residents of the Krom- 
boom-Heatherley area, Lans- 
downe. Cape, unanimously de
cided to send the enclosed letter 
to the Cape Western Committee 
of the Land Tenure Board.

The Heatherley Civic Associa
tion, after careful examination of 
the Group Areas Act, has arrived 
at the following conclusions:

That it is a vicious attempt to 
completely split up the South 
African people into so-called 
racial groups—White, Coloured, 
African and Indian. And, further
more, to split up the so-called 
Coloured people on the basis of 
religion into Christian Coloured 
and Moslem Coloured groups.

The Heatherley Civic Associa
tion, representing the residents of 
the Heatherley-Kromboom Area, 
in Lansdowne, Cape:—

1. Demands that the Land Ten
ure Advisory Board, as a whole, 
advise the Minister to declare 
South Africa generally a country 
in which anyone may live any
where, buy property anywhere, do 
business anywhere, fully enjoy all 
its public amenities and partake 
equally with all others in the de
velopment of all its social institu
tions.

2. Demands that the Cape West
ern Committee of the Land Ten
ure Advisory Board, in particular, 
advise the Minister to declare the 
Cape Western Area fthe Penin
sula and its environs), in par
ticular. an area in which anyone 
may live anywhere, buy property 
anvwhere, do business anywhere, 
fully enjoy all our public ameni
ties and partake equally with all 
others in the development of our 
social institutions.

K. J. HENDRICKSE.
Organising Secretary, 

Heatherley Civic Association,
Cape Town.

DITORI A L

Two Entrances to Heaven?
Y ^ E  are all human creatures;

we are all formed by one 
Creator; we are all of blood, 
flesh and soul. Black and White 
are all one in the sight of God.

Colour has deprived the White 
man of his reasoning powers. He 
came with the Bible but he does 
not understand it.

Pity the South African White 
man. They are like little children 
when they haye sweets* in their 
hands. They forget that those 
sweets are getting finished; while 
having them they are in their 
glory.

T saw the other day a European 
lady who was, according to apart
heid, lost, for she was in our 
department at the post office. She 
formed one queue with us and 
changed her postal order like 
everyone else. She never turned 
black nor did she receive black 
money. Is there any sense in 
apartheid?

Can the Government tell me 
that there are two entrances to 
heaven—one for Europeans and 
the other for Non-Europeans? I 
bet my whole life there is not 
such a thing.

The Bible says love your neigh
bour. It never said a White man 
should love another White man 
and hate a Black man.

To-day when we cry for free
dom we are called Communist. 
Why don't the Government say 
Moses the prophet was a Com
munist because he freed the 
Israelites? Or does the Govern
ment say the Bible is a Com
munist book?

What we want is freedom, 
equality and fraternity. God i<̂ 
not a fool to create a Black manj 
to be hated. -

MOSES MENGO. | 
Galeshewe Village, •

Kimberley, \

Save Our Civilisation 
From The Savages!

characters who sit in Parliament threw up their hands in
horror when Len Lee-Warden, the Congress of Democrats 

Member of Parliament, moved his motion demanding votes for 
all South Africans, irrespective of colour.

Give the vote to savages! they cried. You must be crazy! 
Hadn’t Strijdom just described South Africa as the most demo
cratic country in the world? Give the vote to savages and where 
would that democracy be then?

BUT WHO ARE THE SAVAGES?
Feverishly the Nationalist Government has flung fascist law 

after fascist law into the Statute Books—laws which can compete 
in savageness with those of the most savage countries in the 
world to-day; laws worked out by men who admitted their ad
miration for the most savage society which the world has ever 
known—Nazi Germanyj ^

They have passed laws to mould little children into obedient 
slaves; laws to uproot people from their homes and drive them 
to controlled camps; laws to prevent men and women from speak
ing of or reading about the ideas of freedom; laws to prevent 
workers from laying down their tools when the bosses are too 
greedy; laws of harassment and persecution and hate . . . savage 
laws.

AND WHO ARE THE CIVILISED PEOPLE? WHO ARE  
THE TRUE DEMOCRATS?

Every attack on the freedom of the great Non-European 
majority of South Africans has been met by them with renewed 
and strengthened determination— determination not that liberty 
or privileges shall be won for any one section of the people, BUT  
THAT LIBERTY SHALL BE WON FOR ALL.

Most striking fact is that, while most Europeans are content 
to sit in uneasy passivity watching the Nationalists foige the 
chains of the police__5tate, it is the Non-European liberatory 
organisations which are the backbone of the struggle for the 
freedom of White South Africans.

The civilised people of South Africa, the democrats of our 
and, are to-day preparing to draw up a charter of freedom con- 
aining the principles upon which the South Africa of the future 

will be based.

It will be a future in which man will be assured of a house 
in which the children—all the children—win receive an education 
which permits them to develop their capabilities to the fullest, 
which lavs bare the wicked fraud of racialism and teaches that 
civilised men live in peace, friendship and co-operation with their 
neighbours.

It will be a future in which man will be assured of a house 
which keeps out the rain and cold, and will never have to fear the 
police raid or the notice that an army is coming to move him 
from his home and that bulldozers are waiting to turn it to 
dust.

It will be a future in which people will have full access to 
the riches of philosophy and science; in which nervous librarians 
will not have to study Gazettes in order to keep their shelves clear 
of banned books; in which people will be free to talk of the ideas 

^they hold without fear of imprisonment.

THE SAVAGES HAVE BROUGHT FASCISM.. TO 
SOUTH AFRICA. THE ONLY THING WHICH CAN KILL 
FASCISM IS FREEDOM.

THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE IN JUNE WILL BE 
^ONE MORE STEP IN THE ADVANCE TO THE FREE, 
DEMOCRATIC, PEOPLE’S SOUTH AFRICA. THERE CAN  
BE NO SURER PROPHECY THAN THAT SOME OF 
THOSE WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE DELIBERATIONS 
OF THAT CONGRESS WILL ONE DAY SIT IN THE PAR
LIAMENT OF OUR LAND.



AFRICA-ASIA CONFERENCE OF HIGHEST
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Q N  April 18 the Asia-Africa Conference opens in Bandung, in Indonesia. Called at the 
suggestion of the Indonesian Prime Minister, and supported by India’s Premier, Pandit 

Nehru, and Chinese leader Mao Tse-Tung, the Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers of all 
the countries of Asia and Africa have been called together to discuss the fight against col
onial oppression and racialism and to wori( for world peace.

Strydom not Invited, but Kotane 
and Cachalla will be present
Clearly rebuffed was South Africa’s Prime Minister, Mr. Strydom, 

who received no invitation, as the Nationalist Government is world 
infamous as a supporter of the evils which the Conference will oppose, 
instead of Strydom, people’s leaders Moses Kotane pnd Maulvi Cachalia 
will represent South Africa as observers.

Below we print messages from South Africa’s liberatory organisations 
on the meaning of the Conference:

race, colour or creed.
The emergence of free and in

dependent states in Asia is of 
great significance to the cause of 
peace. Their co-operation and 
unity in all fields of human en
deavour will usher in a new era 
of hope for the future of man
kind. The unity of the peoples of 
Asia and Africa is one of the 
most positive aspects in securing 
a lasting peace in the world.

THE SOUTH A F R I C A N  
INDIAN CONGRESS acclaims 
the holding of the Afro-Asian Con
ference as it aims at establishing 
the unity of the peoples of Africa 
and Asia for the overthrow of 
oppression and tyranny perpetuated 
by colonialism and imperialism. It 
congratulates those statesmen who 
made this timely move in the in
terests of peace and the progress 
of humanity. Such a conference 
inspires hope in the hearts of mil
lions of down-trodden and subju
gated people because it holds out 
scope for a gigantic extension of 
the area of freedom in the world.

The Non-White people of South 
Africa are particularly interested 
in the outcome of the conference 
as it will have a direct bearing on 
the questions of race prejudice and 
colour discrimination. The Govern
ment of the Union of South Africa 
which enforces the pernicious 
policy of apartheid can have no 
place in such a conference, but the 
overwhelming majority of people 
in this country will support the 
conference in its attempts to free 
humanity and to foster unity and 
brotherhood of man regardless of

African National 
Congress

r£ H E  unique Afro-Asian confer
ence which is being held in 

April in Indonesia will be watched 
with great interest by the entire 
world, perhaps by different peoples 
for different reasons. To the vast 
majority of the Asian-African peo
ples it will certainly be a source 
of inspiration. It will be regarded 
as paving the way for good things 
to come, and a step in the direc
tion of meeting the aspirations of 
the vast majority of mankind, par
ticularly the oppressed peoples of

F.B.I. ACTS FAST TO 
SILENCE MATUSOW

NEW YORK.—Harvey Matusow, the man whose lies sent many 
Communists to gaol under the Smith Act, and who recently wrote a 
book, “False Witness,” exposing the whole system by which the police 
concocted false evidence to convict people under the U.S. anti
communist laws, has been sent to prison by his former police allies 
in an attempt to shut him up.

On the strength of Matusow’s re
cantation, Clinton Jencks, an offi
cial of the Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers’ Union, who had been 
convicted of falsely declaring that 
he was not a Communist, applied 
for a retrial. Matusow attended the 
court application to give evidence 
that he had lied during the pre
vious trial.

The judge who heard the applica
tion took a tough line. He first de
barred from the court the lawyer 
who made the application for Jencks 
on the grounds that he (the lavryer) 
had refused to answer whether he is 
now or ever had been a Communist!
He then rejected Jencks’ application 
for a re-trial. And finally he 
rounded on Matusow:

“It is my firm conviction,” said 
the judge, “that this hearing was 
deliberately brought on for the pur
pose of attacking the judgment of 
this court, attacking the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and the 
Justice Department in a carefully- 
thought-out scheme to generally 
discredit . . .  the testimony of 
undercover agents and former Com
munist Party members.

“Matusow (has) obviously 
made an effort to convert these 
proceedings into a trial of the 
Department of Justice rather than 
of the issues before the court.”
The judge then found Matusow 

guilty of contempt of court, and 
sentenced him to three years’ im
prisonment, fixing bail of $10,000 
pending an appeal.

Atom Sickness in 
Australia ?

SYDNEY.
'T'W’O Australian rocket-range 

employees are in hospital with 
atomic-radiation sickness, accord
ing to a statement by Mr. Leslie 
Haylen, a Labour member of the 
House of Representatives.

In spite of official denials, Mr. 
Haylen insists his story is true.

Mr. Haylen said: “Australia
could not accept without chal
lenge the Federal Government’s 
decision to spend several million 
pounds on a new testing site for 
British atomic weapons in Aus
tralia.”

Mr. Haylen was supported by
his Federal leader. Dr. Evatt.

The setting aside of an area 
totalling one-third of South 
Australia as a British atom test
ing range has caused great con
sternation in Australia. Rumours 
that the hydrogen bomb will be 
tested there are spreading, des
pite official assurances that the 
Government will not permit it. 
Many political leaders and news

papers, the Australian Council of 
Trade Unions, the Queensland and 
New South Wales Labour Councils 
and several trade unions have also 
issued warnings against the pro
posed British nuclear tests.

Asia and Africa.
The main purpose of the confer

ence is to devise ways and means 
of securing and maintaining peace 
by eliminating all causes and 
sources of war. These representa
tives of more than two-thirds of 
the world’s population are moved 
by a common approach to the 
most burning issues of the day, 
namely, war and imperialism, 
which are the world’s thorniest 
problems.

This conference meets at a time 
when the whole world has been 
angered and disturbed by the 
American moves to provoke a 
general war by her stubborn and 
unreasonable determination to in
terfere in Chinese affairs, by her 
refusal to admit the only Chinese 
representative government, and by 
her intrigues in Asian countries.

The significance of this confer
ence, therefore, lies in the fact that 
the sponsors and the people who 
are meeting have themselves been 
for centuries the subjects of ex
ploitation and foreign domination 
by Western colonial powers, and 
have now decided to take the des
tiny of their people and their 
countries unto themselves. It is 
logical to expect people who them
selves have so long been perse
cuted, oppressed and humiliated, to 
be strongly conscious of these evils 
and more realistic in their approach 
to them since they have no other 
designs, save to see the end of ex
ploitation, colonialism and racial 
domination. They want to see per
manent independence of their 
newlyfounded democracies and the 
freeing of those who are still under 
the yoke of foreign domination 
and racial oppression.

Another significant point to us 
in South Africa is the fact that 
this very important conference 
meets in Indonesia, the original 
home of the Cape Malays, one of 
the oppressed national minorities 
in South Africa whose forefathers 
came to this country as slaves 
brought by the Dutch colonisers, 
whose descendants have forcibly 
installed themselves as masters of 
South Africa.

— O. R. THAM BO
Acting Secretary-General African

National Congress.

C O M M U

Congress oi Democrats
XpROM our own existence in a 

land bowed down by race and 
colour barriers, we have learnt 
that it is only with the fraternity 
of different peoples, with their 
mutual respect, assistance and co
operation that men can rise to 
their full stature, enjoying all the 
good things of life, enriching them
selves and all mankind with the 
full sweep of their talents.

We believe that this conference 
will point the way towards such 
conditions of fellowship and lib
erty for our own country together 
with all Africa, and rally all those 
who love their fellow men to 
oppose and resist racial discrimi
nation, racial oppression and the 
colonisation from which they 
spring.

Chief A. J . Luihuli
J  WELCOME most, heartily the 

convening of the Afro-Asian 
conference and congratulate all 
those responsible for organising 
this historic meeting. I deeply 
cherish the hope that the delibera
tions at Bandung, Indonesia, on 
April 18 will present the point of 
view of the African and Asian 
people for peace, freedom and 
democracy for all peoples.

We are living in a much troubled 
world which someone has aptly 
called a “mad house.” My prayer 
and wish is that this conference 
might help to contribute in bring
ing sanity to this mad world of 
ours which is suffering from a 
paralysing sickness engendered by 
fear and jealousy among nations.

Dr. y . M. Dadoo
i ^ H E  conference of Asian and 

African countries which is 
scheduled to take place in Indo
nesia in the middle of April should 
mark a historical step forward in 
the fight for world peace and in the 
struggle to defeat imperialism and 
win freedom by the peoples of 
Africa and Asia.

The very fact that a conference 
of this nature could take place in 
1955 is proof in itself of the grow
ing political maturity and strength 
of those countries which not so 
long ago lay prostrate under the 
iron heel of imperialist colonial 
rule.

The ten million oppressed Non- 
White people and the democratic 
forces in the Union of South Africa,

Chief A. J. Luthuli.

and indeed the 150 million African 
people throughout the continent 
will be watching with deep and 
abiding interest the deliberations 
at the conference.

The herrenvolk Police state of 
Strijdom assumes an important role 
in the war plans of United States 
imperialism and its satellites, the 
Western powers.

WAR PURPOSES
Not only does South Africa sup

ply uranium and other important 
materials for war purposes, but 
the oppressive state manoeuvres 
which impose colour bars, racial 
discrimination and police terror 
and which deny fundamental 
rights to its Non-White citi
zens serve as a pattern for the 
rest of Africa in the dastardly 
war-aims of U.S. Imperialism to 
turn the African continent into an 
arsenal and a war base in its ef
forts to destroy the independence 
and freedom and arrest the pro
gress of the democratic sector of 
the world. The master plan for 
Africa is the complete exploita
tion of the rich mineral and other 
resources and the ruthless suppres
sion of the liberating movements 
and the total enslavement of the 
people.

It is for these historical reasons 
that the Afro-Asian conference 
evokes world-wide interest. We 
hope that it will take firm and de
cisive steps for the furtherance of 
mutual aid and co-operation in the 
noble task of defeating the war 
aims of the imperialists and in 
eliminating the fascist policies of 
the South African government, 
also in wiping out colonial rule 
and oppression from the face of 
the earth. A free Africa and a free 
Asia are the handmaidens of world 
peace, progress and human happi
ness.

O V E R
V O T E  U P  B Y  
M I L L I O N

Andhra Election Result
DELHI.—Although the Congress Party obtained control of the State of Andhra in 

the recent elections, the outstanding feature of the poll was the huge increase in the Com
munist vote. This rose from 1,452,516 votes in the last general election to 2,607,675 in last 
month’s election—or nearly 30 per cent, of the total poll.

It is difficult to make exact 
comparisons as far as seats are 
concerned, because at the time of 
the general election Andhra was 
part of Madras state, and its As
sembly, which used to have 140 
seats, now has 196. Nevertheless, 
the fact remains that before the 
election the Communists had 40 
seats on the basis of 1,452,516 
votes, whereas now it has only 15 
seats, although its vote has prac
tically doubled to 2,607,675.

The Indian Congress, in an 
electoral alliance with the Krishi-

kar Lok and Praja parties, won 
146 seats with 4,279,000 votes—81 
seats more than before, with only 
402,000 extra votes. The Praja 
Party won almost as many seats 
as the Communists — 13 — but
polled only 500,000 votes. The 22 
Independents polled about 1.2 mil
lion votes.

FANTASTIC SYSTEM
The Congress Party has hailed 

its victory as a triumph for 
democracy o v e r  international 
Communism. But it really owes

its victory to the fantastic elec
toral system. In this election 
some new constituencies had two 
seats—one general, and one for 
scheduled castes—and the voters 
had two votes. In many instances, 
the Communists lost seats by very 
small majorities.

Faced with the problems of ad
ministration in one of the most 
poverty-stricken states of India, 
the Congress high command, re
ports the Manchester Guardian, 
“is not over-exuberant about the 
final results.”
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