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R E P O R T  OF D I S C U S S I O N  A R O U N D  E C C’S D I R E C T I O N  W I T H  M E M B E R  
O R G A N I S A T I O N S

Q r g a Q i s a t i g n s _ e r e s e n t : Black Sash, Y o u n g  Pro g r e s s ! v e s .  G a r d e n s  
UD F  area committee, S o c i e t y  of Friends, W o m a n s  M o v e m e n t  -for 
P e a c e .

T h e  Bl a c k  S ash ha s  ha d  a v e r y  t h o r o u g h  p r o c e s s  o-f d i s c u s s i o n  
a r o u n d  the issues c o n c e r n e d .  All r e p s  o t h e r  than W o m e n s’ 
M o v e m e n t  for p e a c e  had d i s c u s s e d  th e  i s s u e s  with their; 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

E C C  g a v e  an input on th e  f a c t o r s  that g a v e  r ise to th e  c o m m i s s i o n  
of E n q u i r y  and a s u m m a r y  of t he d i s c u s s i o n  t h u s  far c o n c e r n i n g  
E C C ’s aims, content, f o r m  and c o n s t i t u e n c y .

B§S£3gnges_f rom_mgmben_.grganisati_OQS

1. E C C’s co n s t i t u e n c y

E C C’s con s t i t u e n c y ,  v e r y  b r o a d l y s is t he c o n s c r i p t e d  
community. W i t h i n  t hat c o m m u n i t y  our g r e a t e s t  potential 
s u p port lies w ith t h e  liberal con s t i t u e n c y .  W e  a r e  very 
h a p h a z a r d  in our k n o w l e d g e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of our 
potential c o n s t i t u e n c y  an d  n e e d  to find out w h a t  p e r c e p t i o n s  
d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p i n g s  h a v e  of c o n s c r iption. In w h a t  s e c t o r s  
arid at what ages, is t h e r e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e s i s t a n c e  to 
c onscription, and w hy?

EC C  t e n d s  to f o c u s  its c a m p a i g n  on s e c t o r s  of p e o p l e  who 
a l r e a d y  know and u n d e r s t a n d  the i s s u e s  aro u n d  con s c r i p t i o n .  
We should a t t e m p t  to r e a c h  out to n e w  g r o u p i n g s  and areas. 
However, we s h o u l d  no t  o v e r e s t i m a t e  th e  level of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and k n o w l e d g e  about EC C  wit h i n  our ' r e g u l a r’ 
constituency. M any p e o p l e  in, for example, t h e  So u t h e r n  
Suburbs, still do not know what E C C  is.

EC C  should t a r g e t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  parents, c h u r c h  groups, 
campuses, a f r i k a a n s  a r e a s  and school students. At present. 
EC C  is a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c a m p u s - s g e - y o u t h . School p u p i l s  are 
an important c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  but it shou l d  be born in mind 
that p u p i l s  are p r o b a b l y  not r e a d y  t o  c o n f r o n t  c o n s c r i p t i o n  
in th e  way that u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  are. E C C  n e e d s  to 
i n c r e a s e  its impact on u n i v e r s i t i e s .

There is also a lot of p o t e n t i a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  F'FP s u p p o r t e r s  
and E C C  needs to r e c o g n i s e  th e  v a l u e  of th e  F'FP’s 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  < 30 0  0 0 0  p e o p l e  v o t e d  for t h e m  in t h i s  last 
election). H o w e v e r  we s h o u l d  not o v e r e s t i m a t e  our potential 
in t h i s  grouping. A l t h o u g h  t h e  P FP h as p o l i c y  on
c o n s c r i p t i o n , m a n y  of t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  v o t e  for t h e m  p r o b a b l y  
do not even k now this.

ECC is seen as a p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and it is one. We 
must not u n d e r e s t i m a t e  h o w  p olitical it is to be a n t i - 
a p a r t h e i d  iri th e  w h i t e  community. In b e i n g  seen as 
political, ECC is a s s o c i a t e d  with th e  AN C  and the U D F  rat h e r  
than the F'FP. T h e r e  is m o r e  potential for s u p p o r t  for 
o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  in general t han s u p p o r t  for EC C

and this is p r o b a b l y  b e c ause of E C C’s political image. 
However, EC C  as a polit i c a l  opposer to c o n s c r i p t i o n  raises 
the issue of c o n s c r i p t i o n  and c r e a t e s  the space for moderate 
o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n .

The G a r d e n s  A r e a  C o m m i t t e e  felt that E CC wa s  a first step 
for p e o p l e  be i n g  i n v o l v e d  in a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  work, whereas 
the Sash sa w  it as a last step, f e e ling that it was 
a c c e p t a b l e  to do all s o r t s  of a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  work before 
ECC, that EC C  ar e  s een as traitors.

Whil s t  E C C’s p r i m a r y  c o n s t i t u e n c y  is the c o n s cripted 
community, c o n s c r i p t i o n  does h ave an effe c t  on the black 
c o m m u n i t y  and t h e  s u p p o r t  of black o r g a n i s a t i o n s  for the 
c a m p a i g n  is im p o r t a n t .  ECC should b u i l d  links with black 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in o r d e r  to develop a mutual u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 
the work d o n e  in d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and a l s o  so that 
w h i t e s  see that EC C  h a s  the support, of th e  black community.

The effect of t h e  s m e a r  ca m p a i n g

Trie smear c a m p a i n g  a g a inst the ECC w a s  seen t o  have been 
very e f f e ctive, arid t h e  Sash p a r t i c u l a r l y  felt that the ECC, 
ANC a~d UDF ar e  seen as a pacr age dt̂ ctJ ■ How ever the sAiea!" 
against the UDF h a s  b e e n  greater and m o r e  effective. EC C  is 
l a rgely seen as c o w a r d l y  and u n patriotic. A large section of 
p o e o p l e  p r o b a b l y  d o n’t be l i e v e  the the c o ntect of the sme a r s  
but are sca r e d  off f r o m  ECC by them. T h e y  feel that contact 
w i t h  E C C  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be dangerous.

G a r d e n s  r a i s e d  t h e  qu e s t i o n  of how E CC r e s p o n d s  to smears 
ani suggests t h a t  t h e  b est d e f e n c e  is to c a r r y  on the work of 
the c a m p a i g n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a ’hassled, n e g a t i v e  r e a c t i o n .’

How ECC could b e t t e r  r e a c h  potential s u p p o r t e r s

P u b l i c i s e  o p t i o n s  for c o n s c r i p t s  r i g t s  m  the army. E C C  is 
seen as r a d i c a l  and t h u s  a l i e n a t i n g  for c o n scripts. Should 
put t his in C l a s s i f i e d  s e c t i o n s  of da i l y  p a p e r s

let public, k now w h o  w e  are

build up l i n k s  w i t h  bl a c k  o r g a n i s a t i o n s

c a m p a i g n  for s p e c i f i c  t a n g i b l e  d e m a n d s  eg D a d s  Army, 
a l t e r n a t i v e  s ervice. Pub l i c  will r e spond tc sp e c i f i c  issues 
t hey can s u pport. S a s h  felt there is g r e a g ,otential for 
a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  and s uggested ECC run annual campaign at 

t i m e  of Feb i n t a k e

h o u s e m e e t i n g s

going for an o l d e r  m e m b e r s h i p  

l obbying b e h i n d  th e  s c e n e s

schoo!s: go for t e a c h e r s  and parents. Idea for a 'military 
free s c h o o l’ w h i c h  ha d  no c a d e t s  or r e g i s t r a t i o n

n eed to int e r a c t  in an uftdef eriBi ve, .inthr e a t e m  nc wev with 
p e o p l e  whc do not s u p p o r t  ECC. eg , d e b a t e s  and discussions:
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- n e e d  to involve p e o p l e  on its^s acti *e b a s i s  eg- a s s o c i a t e  
m e m b e r s h i p

- s h o u l d  go for a w o r k i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  to con s c r i p t i o n ,  so not 
just a tren d y  a n t i - e s  tab 1 i moment o r g a n i s a t i o n

- c o u l d  get each m e m e b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  to call a h o u s e  m e e t i n g  
w h i c h  ECC could a d d r e s s s

4 . E C C  as a s t r i c t l y  sin g l e  issue c a m p a i g n

E C C  should r e m a i n  s i n g l e  issue, but not n e c e s s a r i l y  be 
t o t a l l e d  p r i n c i p l e d  about this- There could be r o o m  -for 
su p p o r t i n g  other issues', and the p r o c e s s  of d e s i o c i o n -  
m a k i n g  around this s h o u l d  be quicker.

5 . General

It is not su r p r i s i n g  that E C C’s su p p o r t  is levelling off. 
It e x p e r i e n c e d  a m e t e o r i c  r i s e  and che s u p p o r t  h a s  to 
s t a b i l i z e  s ome time- It. w o u l d  b e  jood to see s o m e  ne w  f a c e s  
in ECC.

i  *5
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WHY ALL THIS THOUGHT

T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  s t i m u l a t e d  by a number of d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  
b r o u g h t  to C a p e  T own E C C ’s at t e n t i o n  f rom v a r i o u s  quarters:

1 > War _i_s_Ngt__CgmBul.sgr Xj___Lets_Chggse_a_Just_Peace_lWINCLCAJP).
£§ !UBaign_assessment..

T h e r e  w as a s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  f r o m  the cam p a i g n  c o m m i t t e e  that 
t h i s  had b e e n  our least successful ca m p a i g n  for a n u m b e r  of 
reasons:

«• We f a i l e d  to s t a t e  our a ims c l e a r l y  and t h e r e f o r e  were, 
firstly, u n c l e a r f r o m  the outset what m e s sage we w e r e  tak i n g  
to our c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  and secondly, una b l e  to a s s e s s  our 
p r o g r e s s  d u r i n g  th e  c a m p a i g n  in t e r m s  of a set of c l e a r l y
s t a t e d  aims.

t . T h e  content .;r;d m e s s a g e  of WINCL.CAJP was vague and unclear. 
It a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  too m a n y  diff e r e n t  ideas u n d e r  
one- general h e a d i n g  and b e c a m e  less ' and less s h a r p  and 
f o c u s g d .

c. We lost t h e  s h a r p n e s s  of our s i n g l e  issue f o c u s  and 
t h e r e f o r e  the c a m p a i g n  lacked strength.

d. It wa s  not r e a l l y  a campaign. It had no c l e a r  f o c u s  or 
t a n g i b l e  r e a l i s a b l e  d e m a n d / s  which could i n v o l v e  th e  
c o m m u n i t y .  ft 'Just Peace' is an u n r e a l i s a b l e  goal at t h i s  
s t a g e  and t h e r e f o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to percive. WINCLCA'JP wa s  
r a t h e r  a d i s j o i n t e d  set of e v e n t s  conn e c t e d  only by a v a g u e  
slogan. T h e  slo g a n  b e c a m e  longer, c l u m s i e r  and m o r e  
u n w i e l d y  as it a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n c lude e v e r y t h i n g  in on e  
c a m p a i g n .

e. T h i s  past p e r i o d  co u l d  be viewed in t e r m s  of a few 
su c c e s s f u l  events, for e x a m p l e  the fair, rather than a s  a 
c a m p a i g n  w i t h  on e  c l e a r  f o c u s  and message. Th e  e v e n t s  
E'̂ !" \ ec‘ to r a i s e  our publ i c  p r o f i l e  aaair rather than t ake 
fi!.CC f o r w a r d  a s  a campaign.

f. T h e  c a m p a i g n  w a s  o f t e n  d e f e n s i v e  rather than o f f e nsive. We 
n e e d e d  to r e g a i n  t h e  initiative.

g. We felt out of t o u c h  with our constituency.

h. T h r e  w a s  n o  s e n s e  or c o h e s i o n  of t he W I N C L C A J P  or E C C  at a 
n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .

21 I b g _ e f f e c t _ o f _ t h e _ S t a t e _ o f _ E m e r g e n c y _ g n _ E C C l s i

a. C o n t e n t
T h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of th e  S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  made it illegal 
t o  call for an end t o  c o n s c r iption. T his r e s u l t e d  in a
shift a w a y  f r o m  s t r a t e g i s i n g  c a m p a i g n s  around our central 
issue, that of c o n s c r i p t i o n .  Cape T own ECC f elt s t r o n g l y  
t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  r a t h e r  f o c u s  on m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of S o u t h
A--i i car s o ciety, th e  e s c a l a t i n g  war and its e f f e c t s  m o r e

broadly.

Th e  e m e r g e n c y  a l s o  placed us on the defensive. This 
e f f f e c t e d  our content, p a r t i c u l a r l y  at the start of the 
em e r g e n c y ,  w h e n  we s h i f t e d  to a r e a s s e r t i o n  of our rioht to 
sp e a k  and t o  know.

b. F o r m
At th e  s t a r t  of the e m e r g e n c y  our f o r m  wa s  e f f e c t e d  in so 
far as we w e r e  c a u t i o u s  and careful about doing p u b l i c  wqrk, 
t h o u g h  w e  s o o n  be g a n  t e sting our legal space.

M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  perhaps, the e m e r g e n c y  lead to our 
s e a r c h i n g  for n e w  forms of more l o w - p r o f i l e  worj; w h i c h  could 
b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  into ECC in c o n j u n c t i o n  with our high- 
p r o f i l e  p u b l i c  work.

c. C o n s t i t u e n c y
T h e  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v e d  to increase th e  wh i t e  c o m m u n i t y’s fear 
of t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  op p o s i t i o n  to the government. It lead to 
i n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  for t he national {security o p t i o n s  offered 
by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

Th e  p r e s s  and me d i a  c l a m p d o w n s  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  in 
w i d e s p r e a d  i g n o r a n c e  amongst w h i t e s  about what is h a p p e n i n g  
in S o u t h  Africa. The w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  b e c a m e  m ore and more 
i s o l a t e d  f r o m  th e  black community. Their main sou r c e  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  b e i n g  that of the SABC, p r o v i d i n g  only the 
g o v e r n m e n t’s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of events.

Th e  p u b l i c’s right to know was i n c r e a s i g l y  eroded. Our 
s o c i e t y  b e c a m e  m o r e  and m ore polarised. S ome w h i t e s  shifted 
to th e  left, o t h e r s  tc the right, with a d i m i n i s h i n g  middle 
gr ourid.

W e  f e l t  out of touch with what our c o n s t i t u e n c y  was 
t h i n k i n g .

3) S m e a r s

We h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a conce r t e d  and o r c h e s t r a t e d  attack on 
E C C  at m a n y  l e v e l s  - graffitti, a n t i - E C C  pamphlets, p o s ters 
and p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  h a r a s s m e n t  of members, go v e r n m e n t  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  and detentions.

T h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  g i v e  EC C  a bad image in the e y e s  of our 
p u b l i c  and c r i m i n a l i z e  our a c t i v i t i e s  and o r g a n i a t i o n  has 
e f f e c t e d  t h e  wa y  p e o p l e  p e r c e i v e  ECC. Our c o n c e r n  is that 
we h a v e  n o  m e a s u r e  of the effect of the s m e a r s  on our 
c o n s t i t u e n c y .

We h a v e  ha d  to c o unter and c o n t i n u a l l y  r e s p o n d  to the 
smears. H o wever, they h a v e  forced us o n t o  the d e f e n s i v e  and 
n o w  we n e e d  to reg a i n  the i n i t i a t i v e  and m o v e  o n t o  the 
o f f e n s i v e  again.

4) Ifae_wh ite_c.gmmunity_want__lsgl.ut i gns ’_and__ECC_dges_ngt__ offer
much

T hey w ant a v i s i o n  of a fut u r e  S o u t h  Africa. E C C  has £ 
s p e c i f i c  f o c u s  arid i n c o r p o r a t e s  a r a n g e  of p olitical views.



It t h e r e f o r e  h a s  no political p r o g r a m m e  and 1 5  not in a 
p o s i t i o n  to be p r o v i d i n g  p o s s i b l e  " s o l u t i o n s’.

5> E C C _ h a s _ r e a c h e d  _i.ts_eeak;__a n d__w e__ a r e __n o w __t r a v e  1.1 i.ng__ol.d
gro u n d  _wi.th_the_sgrae_gegp_l.e

D e b a t e s  a r o s e  aro u n d  our d i r e c t i o n  in t h i s  regard. Should 
we be p r o v i d i n g  ' s o l u t i o n s’ and e x t e n d i n g  our 'Just P e a c e’ 
m e s s a g e  to th e  'same p e o p l e’, or s h o u l d  we be r e t a i n i n g  th e  
b r o a d  appeal of our s i n g l e  issue, t r y i n g  t o  wi n  e ven wider 
s u p p o r t  f rom whites. Is it p o s s i b l e  to d o  both.

6 * ElC§§sur es_f r o m _ o t  her _or g a n i s a t  i o n s :

a. F r o n t s  and a l l i a n c e s
T he S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  sa w  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  of front 
i n i t i a t i v e s  f r o m  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in t h e  w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  to 
o p p o s e  th e  e m e r g e n c y  as well as a s s s e r t i n g  o t h e r  b r o ader 
m o r e  o v e r t l y  p o l i t i c a l  demands. EC C  as an i m p o r t a n t  vo i c e  
in the w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  as k e d  to join.

De b a t e s  a r o s e  arou n d  our s i n g l e  issue nature. It w as felt, 
however, t hat g i v e n  t h e  c u r rent situat i o n ,  w e  should 
c o n s i d e r  s u p p o r t i n g  d e m a n d s  w h i c h  fall o u t s i d e  our specific 
issue. O t h e r s  a r g u e d  t hat t h i s  w o u l d  not c o r r e s p o n d  with 
t h e  r a n g e  of p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  r e f l e c t e d  by our front and 
wo u l d  pl a c e  u s  firmly.^within th e  d e m o c r a t i c  movement.

b. Th e  D e m o c r a t i c  M o v e m e n t
Th e  c r i t i q u e  f rom h i s t o r i c a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  g r o u p i n g s  in the 
'Democratic M o v e m e n t’ that w e  are 'too d i s t a n t’ from them 
and should m o v e  closer; a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  general 
p r i o r i t i e s  in th e  s t r u g g l e  that our p r i o r i t i e s  s o m e t i m e s  
co n f l i c t  with.

P R O C E S S

We felt it to be n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e f i n e  what we w e r e  inves t i g a t i n g .  
It w a s  decided that t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  seen as an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  into 
t h e :

1. aims
2. c o ntent
3. f orm «
4. target, c o n s t i t u e n c y

of ECC.

In o r d e r  to d e t e r m i n e  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n  we ha d  to f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  
our past, as well as th e  i s s u e  of c o n s c r i p t i o n .

We t h e r e f o r e  d i s c u s s e d

a. t h e  issue of c o n s c r i p t i o n  and w h y  p e o p l e  o p p o s e  it;
b. th e  diffe r e n t  p e i o d s  of E C C’s history;
c. t h e  l e s sons w e  learnt f r o m  t he history;
d. th e  current s i t u a t i o n  with r e s p e c t  to wh y  we are

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  ourselves.

On th e  b a s i s  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we i d e n t i f i e d  and p r i o r i t i s e d
a r e a s  for f u t u r e  ECC work.

WHY WA S  IT P O S S I B L E  TO O R G A N I S E  ARO U N D  THE ISSUE OF C O N S C R I P T I O N

C o n s c r i p t i o n  i n t o  the S A D F  is a c o n c r e t e  i s s u e  which directly 
ef f e c t s  and o p p r e s s e s  w h i t e  South Africans. It is a
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o r g a n i c  t o  w h i t e  South A f r i c a n  society.

Many w h i t e s  a r e  n e g a t i v e l y  e f f e c t e d  by c onscription.
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R e a s o n s  r a n g e  f r o m  the physical and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b r u t a l i t y  and 
hardship; d i s l i k e  of authority; b o r e d o m  and frustrati'onj 
d i s r u p t i o n  of li v e s  and carreers; low saleries; a f e e ling of fear 
and w a s t e  of f o u r  y e a r s  - t h r o u g h  to lack of f r e e d o m  of choice? 
o b j e c t i o n  on r e l i g i o u s  and moral g r o u n d s  and o b j e c t i o n  to the 
political r o l e  of t h e  SADF.

Th e s e  r e a s o n s  m ay be d i v i d e d  into two categories: The moral 
r e a s o n s  for o p p o s i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n  and the non- m o r a l  or material 
reasons.

It can be a r g u e d  t hat t h e r e  is a big step b e t w e e n  these two 
categories. E C C  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l’y ten d e d  to f o c u s  on the 
polit i c a l  and moral d i l e m m a  of c o n s c r i p t s  u s i n g  the mateiai 
d i s a d v a n t a g e s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  to draw t h e  links.

We n e e d  tc i n v e s t i g a s t e  far m ore t h o r o u g h l y  the natu r e  of 
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n s c r ipt i o n  at all leve l s  sc as to understand 
better ho w  t o  o r g a n i s e  aro u n d  this centra], focus of our campaign#

dSr.§L_y§„®§teri al....rgasgns_f or _ g k p o s i n g _ c o n s c r i p t  ion

We need to w e i g h  up the r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  of th e  t w o  groups ana 
e x p l o r e  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  them.

It was a r g u e d  that t h e r e  are m any m ore material r e a s o n s  than 
moral o n e s  for o p p o s i n g  conscription. Tr e  w ere also good 
material r e a s o n s  for going into the SADF ie. th e  long term 
p r o t e c t i o n  of m a terial interests.

This r a i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of c o n s c r i p t s  w e i g h i n g  up the 
in c r e a s i n g  mat e r i a l  c o s t s  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  h ith th e  d#» i r e  to 
p r otect w h i t e  p r i v i l e g e  and domination.

It wa s  argued, h o wever, that young c o n s c r i p t s  do not do such a 
cost b e n e f i t  analy s i s .  T h e y  are not n e c c e s s a r i l y  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  
m o t i v a t e d  and m o s t  do not m a k e  c o n s c i o u s  c h o i c e s  about being 
f arc e d  to s e r v e  in th e  SADF.

X

Yet, the mat e r i a l  u n h a p p i n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e d  in th e  S ADF ha s  created 
an e x t r e m e l y  h igh level of diss a t i s f a c t i o n ,  e ven amongst 
s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  p o l i c i e s  de f e n d e d  by the SADF. T h i s  has the 
affect of c r e a t i n g  disidents.

T his is a c r u cial b a s i s  of o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n . Biveri the 
s i g n i f i c e n c e  of t h i s  material opposition, EC C  needs to explore 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for o r g a n i s i n g  on this basis.

/



HO W  H A V E  WE O R G A N I S E D

Ha w  h a s  ECC h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n t e r v e n e d  in t h i s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  and how 
e l e c t i v e  h ave we been.

AQSlytical_histgr*_gf_ECCls_deYglgement

W e  ca n  u s e f u l l y  p e r i o d i s e  E C C’s h i s t o r y  into -four phases:

1. F r o m  its i n c e p t i o n  t o  th e  o fficial launch in O c t o b e r  1984
2. F r o m  the lau n c h  until t he nat i o n a l  P e a c e  Festival
3. T r o o p s  Out C a m p a i g n  in mid 85 until WJP in mid 86
4. S i n c e  the d e c l a r a t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y

P H A S E  1: I N C E P T I O N  T O  L A U N C H
*

T h e  g o a l s  i d e n tified at E C C ’s in c e p t i o n  were the following:

a) T o  build t h e  front. T h e i r  w ere d e b a t e s  aro u n d  
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  and s u r v e y s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  out by o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
s u c h  as the B l a c k  Sash and NUSAS.

b) To e s t a b l i s h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s  and fraterniR. 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  Th e  m e d i u m  t h r o u g h  which this wa s  8 o n e  was 
t he declaration.

c) T o  begin c a m p a i g n i n g  in th e  white-, c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  w a s  a big 
step, and to p o p u l a r i s e  ECC, t h r o u g h  t h e  No War in N a m i b i a
N o  Win campaign.

Consti tuencys

The t a r g e t e d  c o n s t i t u e n c y  was b r o a d l y  the s a m e  as n o w  - t h o s e  
c o n s c r i p t e d  or e f f e c t e d  by c o n s c r i p t i o n .

T h e r e  was, however, a d e b a t e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  of i n v o l v e m e n t  
and p a r t i c i p £ t i o n  of t he black community.

T h e  l a u n c h  saw for the first t i m e  an a t t empt at d e f i n i n g  our 
c o n s t i t u e n c y .  T he e v e n t s  aro u n d  th e  launch (vigil, concert, 
meeting) w e r e  s t r u c t u r e d  to appeal t o  our p a r t i c u l a r  c o m m unity, 
i n c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o u s  and cultural a s p e c t s  as well as a broad 
a p p e a l .

It wa s  felt that th e  g o a l s  as d e f i n e d  in t his p h a s e  w e r e  met by 
t h e  en d  of that first year.

C o n t e n t :

With reg a r d  t o  the c o n t e n t  and m e s s a g e  of t he ECC, t h e r e  wa s  a 
h a p h a z a r d  approach. or e x a m p l e  t h e  c h o i c e  of t h e  N a m i b i a  
c a m p a i g n  was not a logical c h o i c e  and w as not an ideal first 
c a m p a i g n  in r e t rospect. It wa s  u n s t r a t e g i s e d .

Th e  c o n t e n t  of t he d e c l a r a t i o n  wa s  m i l i t a n t  and h ard h i t t i n g  and
i ri r e t r o s p e c t  i n n a p p r o p r  i ate.

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  and f o r m u l a t i o n  of t h e  launch sa w  a change. The 
m e e t i n g  wa s  c a r e f u l l y  and c o n c i o u s l y  s t r a t e g i s e d ,  r e f l e c t i n g  the
broadness, o- the issue. It wa s  a l s o  m ore focused. S t o p p e d  just 
l a t c h i n g  onto i s s u e s  and b e g a n  s t r a t e g i s i n g .

P H A S E  II: L A U N C H  TO F E S T I V A L

In general this p h a s e  can be a ssessed as being less successful. 
If t a r g e t s  had b e e n  set at the launch, by mid 85 they had not 
been met.

The ideal c o n t e n t  p r e s e n t e d  itself in the f orm of t r o o p s  moving 
into th e  t o w n s h i p s  but we f a i l e d  to seize this issue until Troops 
Out C a m p a i g n  (TOC), on e  year later.

T he p o s t - l a u n c h  period, t h e  first half of 1985 w as a difficult 
p e r i o d  w ith EC C  s t r u g g l i n g  to d e f i n e  its role. We p i c k e d  up' on 
S e b o k e n g  and th e  i n c r e a s i n g  civil war. But w h i l e  support grew, 
we had m i s s e d  m a n y  g a p s  t h r o u g h  g r a p p l i n g  u n e c e s s a r i l y  with 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  q u e s t i o n s  and w a sting t ime in i n v o l v m e n t  with the 
International Year of t he Yo u t h  (IYY) campaign.

G o a l s  in t his p h a s e  w o u l d  h a v e  been i d e n t i f i e d  as:

a) b u i l d i n g  EC C  as an org a n i s a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p i n g  its structures.

b) e x t e n d i n g  s u p p o r t  s t a r t e d  at the launch.

c) n ational e x p a n s i o n  and c onsolidata on.

T h e  fi r s t  goal wa s  v e r y  successful with the b u i l d i n g  cf four s ub
c o m m i t t e e s  and r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m  on the executive. By the end of 
t h i s  p h a s e  E C C  wa s  m o r e  solid o r g a n i s a t i o n a l l y  even tho u g h  there 
had b e e n  lit t l e  pub l i c  work.

The s e c o n d  goal w a s  less successful. We m i s s e d  t he m e s s a g e  of 
T r o o p s  in th e  t o w n s h i p s  as well as th e  d i l e m m a  posed for 
cons c r i p t s .  We did m a n a g e  to expand and c o n s o l i d a t e  support in 
th e  y o u t h  c o n s t i t u e n c y  as c u l t u r e  c o m m i t t e e  expanded.

The t h i r d  goal saw t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of a na t i o n a l  organ i s e r  and 
sa w  a p r o c e s s  of c o n s o l i d a t i o n  at th e  national P e a c e  Festival.

PH A S E  Ills T O C  IN M I D  19B5 U N T I L  WJP IN MI D  1986

T h i s  p h a s e  sa w  the r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  of the campaign. A national 
c o n f e r e n c e  in mid 19B5 s aw a d e s i c i o n  to b r i n g  t he f o c u s  back to 
th e  co n s c r i p t .  To f o c u s  on th e  individual and t a r g e t  co n s c r i p t s  
and relatives.

T h i s  w as not, however, c a r r i e d  through in t h e  c o n t e n t  of the 
f o l l o w i n g  c a m p a i g n s  with the exeptionof Geld e n h u y s .  ECC moved 
s t r a i g h t  i nto TOC. T h i s  did not meet the ma j o r  g o a l s  coming out 
of t h e  mid 8 5  c o n f e r e n c e  d i r e c t l y  though it did s e r v e  to express 
c o n s c r i p t s  feelings. T O C  was h i g h - p o w e r e d  and militant, not 
d i r e c t e d  e n o u g h  at t he c o n s c r i p t  but e x t e n d e d  s u p port in the 
b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  and church.

It wa s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  W o r k i n g  for a Just P e a c e  (WJP) cam p a i g n  that 
we b e g a n  t o  b r o a d e n  out i nto the wh i t e  liberal community. We 
were m o r e  a c c e s s a b l e  to p e o p l e  other t han t h o s e  wh o  already 
s u p p o r t e d  EC C  and ope n e d  up p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for their more active 
i n v o l y e m e n t .



P H A S E  I - Ills

All t h r e e  p h a s e s  s aw t h e  national g r o w t h  og ECC.

P H A S E  IV: SI N C E  D E C L E R A T I O N  Of S T A T E  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  ff
T h e  e m e r g e n c y  had c a u s e d  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  shock -for E C C  members. 
T h r e e  m a i n  areas w e r e  a d d r e s s e d : -

1. M a i n t a i n  and keep o r g a n i s a t i o n  intact. A hold w a s  t h e r e f o r e  
p l a c e d  on p u b l i c  work as we a t t e m p t e d  t o :—
- t i g h t e n e d  s e c u r i t y
- i m p r o v e  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  of a c t i v i s t s
- b u i l t  e f f e c t i v e  s u p p o r t  s t r u c t u r e s  t
- b u i l d  e f f e c t i v e  national and regional c h a n n e l s  of c o 
o r d i n a t i o n  and contact
- a d d r e s s  t he p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  and m o r a l e  p r o b l e m s

2. J o  d e v e l o p  a second level of o r g a n i s i n g  which w a s  less high
r i s k y■ Th e r e  w a s  no clear idea of w h e r e  to 

tal.e p.eoole r e a c h e d  i n t h i s  way.

T . We had to c o n t i n u e  to c a m p a i g n  at a public level as nest as 
Wr “should not cji vb lip oar lecial sp a c e  and needeG  

t o  t est and c o n t e s t  it.

T h e  e m e r g e n c y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  lead us to d e c i d e  t o  b r o a d e n  our 
f o c u s  to l o o k i n g  at broader. m o r e  general mi 1 itarisation. 
It w a s  not clear what w as me a n t  by b r o a d e r  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  

h o w e v e r .

Can.paigns w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  such a s  Let EC C  S p e a k  and the 
Y e l l o w  Rib b o n  c a m p a i g n  w e r e  d e f e n s i v e  in nature. T h e r e  was 
no national c o—or di nat i on w.! th a War T oys c a m p a i g n  b e i n g  run 
in Dur b a n  and Pretoria, a War is N o  So l u t i o n  (WINS) in Cape 

Town.

In g e neral the c a m p a i g n  w a s  lacking national cohesion. We had 
not r e - e x a m i n e d  or r e d e f i n e d  our c o n s t i t u e n c y  and w e r e  out of 
t o u c h  w i t h  at in th e  light of t he c h a n g e s  b r o u g h t  about in the 
c u r r e n t  p h a s e  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  politics.

Th e  i n c r e a s i n g  s t a t e  a t t a c k  and a n t i—EC C  sme a r s  had an e f f e c t  at 
b o t h  an internal and pub l i c  level.

T h e  e m e r g e n c e  of f r o n t s  of p r o g r e s s i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  p r o t e s t i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a r e s p o n s e  f r o m  E CC 
on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of our p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and our s i n g l e - i s s u e  nature.

L E S S O N S  D R A W N  F R O M  OU R  H I S T O R Y

1. Until the d e c l e r a t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  <of E m e r g e n c y  in 1986 we 
w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  r e f i n i n g  and f o c u s i n g  our content, 
f o c u s e d  on c o n s c r i p t i o n , with issues of general 
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n ,  j u s t i c e  and p e a c e  being secondary. T his
waif, p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  fo c u s  of th e  W o r k i n g  for a Just. P e a c e  
(WJP- ca m p a i g n  wh i c h  w a s  seen as a h i g h p o i n t  in p u b l i c  
support for ECC.

Li. .bas_ther efor e_f el_t_that,_content/cal^l_s/demands j__ which
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E<??5ib_le_issue_ are. successful.

S i n c e  the e m e r g e n c y  our c o n t e n t  has been diluted. We have 
f o c u s e d  on

a. d e f e n d i n g  EC C

b. b r o a d  anti-mi 1it a r i z a t i on and d e m a n d s  for a 'just p e a c e’

We_h a v e _ l . o s t _ t h e _ i n i t i a t i y e _ w e _ h a d _ a r g u n d _ t h e _ f  ocussed_i_ssue
o f __c o n s c r i p t i o n ^ ______ T h e__ s t a t e__ h a s__ f o r c e d__ u s __on t o__the
<Jef ensiyej.__We _ n e e d _ t o _ r e g a i  n_the_i ni.ti.atiye.i_

O u r __a u d i e n c e __ is_.„ng_lgnger_recej.yeing_a_cl e a r _ m e s s a g e _ f  rom
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C a l l s  for a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  i^-ere felt t o  be v ery relevant 
and f o c u s e d  on th e  issue of conscri p t i o n .  T hey were 
i m p o r t a n t  in t hat t hey p i c k e d  up on m o r a l / p o l i t i c a l  as well 
a s  m o r e  material factors.

W e  had not s u f f i c i e n t l y  taker material, as o p p osed t o  
m o r a l / p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s  for o o p c s i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n  into 
account. Material f a c t o r s  are crucial to why c o n s c r i p t s  
o p p o s e  con s c r i p t i o n .  W e  neea to picl up on the material 
c o n d i t i o n s  of c o n s c r i p t s  with r e s p e c t  to.

a. m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  as a wh o l e

b. c o n d i t i o n s  faced by s o l d i e r s  d u r i n g  service.

W e  a r e  part of a broad democratic <r.o ement and t h e r e - o r e  we 
s h o u l d  not c o n t r a d i c t  that mov e m e n t  in our content.

n eed to i m p r o v e  our k n o w l e d g e  in the area of
m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  in South A f r r ? V  ancj b e c o m e  'experts- in**tFi*‘ 
area. We need to o  be less p r p o g a n d i s t :c anc equip ours e l v e s  
w i t h  f a c t s  to back up our a r g u m e n t s  logic a l l y  anc! 
r ati o n a l l y .

A h a l l m a r k  of our a c t i v i t i e s  h a s  been their c r e a t i v i t y  and 
o r i g i n a l i t y  as polit i c a l  events. F'articlar ac t i v i t i e s  have 
b een su c c e s s f u l  b e c a u s e  t hey are based in the regular 
e x p e r i e n c e  of the g r o u p s  w e  are targetting.

T h o s e  e v e n t s  that are c r e a t i v e  and based in our 
c o n s t i t u e n c y’s e x p e r i e n c e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to our taking the 
i n i tiative. The s t a t e  a t t e m p t s  to p o r t r a y  our a c t i v i t i e s  as 
s u b v e r s i v e  or o u t s i d e  the law. Events, eg. fairs, which are 
o b v i o u s l y  not in th e  c a t e g o r y  of traditional political 
a c t i v i t i e s  are not easi l y  u n d e r m i n e d  by the state. They are 
f o r c e d  to r e s p o n d  to us. We n eed to u t i l i s e  such forms.

We h a v e  r e a c h e d  peaks^of c r e a t i v i t y  at poi n t s  when we have
e x p e r i e n c e d  internal growth. It h as been at t h e s e  times 
t hat a r a n g e  of ne w  ideas e n t e r e d  our discussion. We need
to concentrate- on b u i l d i n g  and o nce again expa n d i n g  ECC



i n t e r n a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  so as to b e n e f i t  f r o m  new 
i nputs.

4. W e  h a v e  b e c o m e  fi x e d  'in our t h i n k i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  to 
p oli t i c a l  events. We h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  rel i e d  on
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g  political f o r m s  eg rallies. 
T h i s  h as c o i n c i d e d  with our not s p e c i f y i n g  and f o c u s i n g  on 
s p e c i f i c  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .

W e  need to f o c u s  our w ork on s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  
O u r  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to t h e s e  groups.

Cameaigns

1. Our s t r a t e g i s i n g  ha s  b e c o m e  t oo c a m p a i g n  o r i e n t a t e d .  We 
s h o u l d  r a t h e r  se e  t h e  c a m p a i g n  as o ne of m a n y  v e h i c l e s  we 
can use to a r r y  our message.

2., ^ c a m p a i g n  must h a v e  a clear, f o cused political objective, 
present. a c h a l l e n g e  to the state., c o n v e y  a c l e a r  d e m a n a  or
s'. of demands, and he a c c e s s i b l e  to our target

c o n s t i t u e n c y .

3, W e  s h o u l d  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  a c a m p a i g n  w h i c h  is 
c o n s t r u c t e d  aro u n d  s p e c i f i c  demands, and a f o c u s  w h i c h  might 
b e  a set of lin k e d  e v e n t s  eg a l e cture series.

£:2 La£l-£yency

1. W h i l e  we h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  th e  liberal w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  as our 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  we h a v e  not been r i g o r o u s  in i d e n t i f y i n g  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t a r g e t  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  it. We n e e d  t o  r e s e a r c h  
t h i s  community,

W h i l e  i d e n t i f y i n g  c o n s c r i p t s  and s o l d i e r s  as c r u cial tar g e t  
g r o u p s  we h a v e  ne v e r  s e r i o u s l y  a d d r e s s e d  h ow t o  work with 
them. We n eed to d o  this,.

W e  t end to i d e n t i f y  our c o n s t i t u e n c y  on e x c l u s i v e l y  
poli t i c a l  lines, ie. liberal whites. We n e e d  t o  s ee that 
general moral and material f a c t o r s  ar e  c r u c i a l  b a s e s  of 
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  We need t o  i n c l u d e  g r o u p s  who 
o p p o s e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  on t h e s e  b a s e s  into our c o n s t i t u e n c y .

4. W e  n eed to i n c r e a s e  our liason and c o n t a c t  with 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in th e  b l a c k  community.

H O W  D O E S  EC C  R E G A I N  TH E  I N I T I A T I V E

In t h e  light of th e  p r e v i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  and the l e s s o n s—learnt, 
w e  as k e d  o u r s e l v e s  how E C C  s h o u l d  r e g a i n  th e  i n i tiative. In
order to do t h i s  we d e t e r m i n e d  E C C ’s goals, c o n s t i t u e n c y  and 
s t r a t e g i c  objectives.

Goal s

G o a l s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  into tw o  cate g o r i e s ,  t h o s e  d e m a n d s  that are 
d i r e c t e d  at the state, and what we ai m  to d o  w ith our
c o n s t i t u e n c y .

cp.

D e m a n d s  aimed at the state:
•- E n a  C o n s c r i p t i o n
- T r o o p s  Out
- P r o v i d e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r vice
- B r o a d e n  r i g h t s  of c o n s c r i p t s
- End C a d e t s
- G ive E C C  t h e  right to exist

C o n s t i t u e n c y  aims:
- E x p o s e  th e  r o l e  of the SADF
- B r o a d e n  and dee p e n  war r e s i s t a n c e
- Build n a n - r a c i a l i s m
- O p p o s e  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  in s c h o o l s
- P o l i t i c i s e  t he wh i t e  c o m m u n i t y
- B u i l d  s u p p o r t  for our d e m a n d s

C o n s t i t u e n c y

We dir e c t  cur m e s s a g e  to: conscripts: the wh i t e  community: the 
s t a t e  land the Mac-' c o m m unity.

Our c o n s t i t u e n c y  is v e r y  b r o a d l y  the b a s e  that we can p o t e n t i a l l y  
s h i f t  to support E C C’s demands. P o l i t i c a l l y  this would b e  PFP 
s u p p o r t e r s  and t h o s e  to th e  left of t h e  PFP.

W h i l s t  this br o a d  p o l i t i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of our c o n s t i t u e n c y  is 
valua b l e ,  t h e r e  are d a n g e r s  in d e f i n i n g  our c o n s t i t u e n c y  from the 
o u t s e t  as a s m a ! 1 left g r o u p i n g  in the w h i t e  community. Firstly, 
m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  d o  not h a v e  a clear, work e d  out political 
d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e m s e l v e s  and we sho u l d  not c o n f i n e  t hem t o  a 
defi n i t i o n ,  and by so do i n g  restrict our a c c e s s  to them. A 
s e c o n d  danger of such a d e f i n i t i o n  could lead to c o m p l a c e n c y  on 
E C C’s part, being s a t i s f i e d  w ith w o r k i n g  in a r e a s  which we know 
ar e  'safe' and b r o a d l y  s u p p o r t i v e  eg. Rondebosch, and ne g l e c t i n g  
ne w  a r e a s  eg. Parow.

Th e  loose d e f i n i t i o n  of our p otential s u p p o r t e r s  as being on the 
left of the w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  shou l d  not lead to our making 
a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  p r o g r e s s i v e  t his sector is. The white 
c o m m u n i t y  is e x t r e m e l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and th e  d e f i n i t i o n  of 'left’ 
doe s  not m ean that they are not conservative.

S p e c i f i c  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  we d o  and s h o u l d  target are churches, 
schools, parents, y o u t h  c u l t u r e  types, u n i v e r s i t y  students, 
t eac h e r s ,  v e t e r a n s  and conscripts. Our k n o w l e d g e  and
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e s e  g r o u p s  n e e d s  to be improved.

§ £rategic_ob jecti ves

On t h e  b a s i s  of the l e s s o n s  learned t h r o u g h  t he p r o c e s s  of the 
E n quiry, the f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  t h r u s t s  w ere id e n t i f i e d  as crucial 
a r e a s  to E C C’s f u t u r e  direction:

a) F o c u s  on c o n s c r i p t s  and s o l d i e r s
b) C a l l s  for a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e
c) Info r m a t i o n  r ole

Si EBEy§_Bn_conscri.E;ts_ and._sol.di erg/
We are m o t i v a t i n g  that t h e r e  s h o u l d  be an incre a s e d  e m p h a s i s  
in E C C ' s  f o c u s  on c o n s c r i p t s / s o l d i e r s / v e t s



W h y ?  s

t o  b r o a d e n  and d e e p e n  war r e s i s t a n c e

c o n s c r i p t s  are t he he a r t  of E C C ’s con s t i t u e n c y .  T hey are 
m o s t  d i r e c t l y  and n e g a t i v e l y  a f e c t e d  by c o n s c r i p t i o n

t h i s  sh i f t  in e m p h a s i s  can h elp with other g o a l s  eg e x posing 
t h e  r o l e  of the S A D F  (access to s o l d i e r s  will g ive us 
i n f o r m a t i o n  about S A D F  a c t ivities) and b u i l d i n g  n on- 
r a c i a l i s m  ( c o n scripts s u p p o r t  for t he d e m o c r a t i c  mo v e m e n t  
c o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h i s  aim).

t h e  a b s t r a c t  d i s c u s s i o n  on m a t e r i a l / m o r a l  b a s e s  for 
o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  s h o w e d  c l e a r l y  the crucial ba s i s  
of material o p p o s i t i o n  and t h e  pote n t i a l  for us to o r g a n i s e  
on t hat basis. EC C  h a s  a l w a y s  s p o k e n  of, but never
s e r i o u s l y  a d d r e s s e d  t h i s  issue

C o n t e n t :

tar si w a y s  addrt.s-ed c o n s c r i p t s  at th e  ievej of moral ana
p o l i t i c a l  issues. Even when we n a v e  t a k e n  up i s s u e s  tnfl. do 
a+ * day li v e s  of c o n s c r i p t s  we h a v e  a r t i c u l a t e d  
t h e s e  on an e x c l u s i v e l y  p o l i t i c a l  b a s i s  eg the right of t r o o p s  
no t  t o  go i n t o  trie townships.

T h e  m a j o r  shift being p r o p o s e d  is t hat we a d d r e s s  s o m e  of the 
m a t e r i a l  i s s u e s  that affe c t  c o n s c r i p t s ,  ie. h a r d s h i p  faced by 
c o n s c r i p t s  and w h i c h  lead t o  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .

H o w e v e r ,  in t h i s  reg a r d  we d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b e t w e e n  tw o  a s p e c t s  of 
t h e  mat e r i a l  o p p r e s s i o n  of cons c r i p t s .

i. T h e r e  are material i s s u e s  w h i c h  o f f e r  l i t t l e  s c o p e  for 
s h i f t i n g  the sp e c i f i c  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  in t he d i r e c t i o n  of a 
g e n e r a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e  s y s t e m  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  eg. the low 
w a g e s  of c o n s c r i p t s  or the u n c o m f o r t a b l e  beds, ar e  e x a m p l e s  
of the material o p p r e s s i o n  of c o n s cripts, but the 
improvement, of t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  wo u l d  not ip any way 
c h a l l e n g e  the s y s t e m  of c o n s c r i p t i o n .

ii. T h e r e  ar e  t h o s e  material i s s u e s  w h i c h  offer t h e  s c o p e  for 
m a k i n g  t he t r a n s i t i o n  to o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  For
ex ample, by r a i s i n g  and c h a l l e n g i n g  the p hysical or 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b r u t a l i s a t i o n  of s oldiers, fo r m s  of d i s c i p l i n e  
and a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  we ar e  t a k i n g  up issues w h i c h  affect 
all conscripts.

b )_ G§LiiQS_for_alternatiye_service
We  s h o u l d  i n c lude a f o c u s  on our call for v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
se r v i c e .  T his would a l l o w  u s  to r e t u r n  to our s i n g l e - i s s u e  
d i r e c t i o n  w h i l e  not t r a n s g r e s s i n g  th e  e m e r g e n c y  regul a t i o n s .  
We  w o u l d  be r e p r e s e n t i n g  a real n eed of conscripts, ie. a 
c h a n g e  in t he law.

/ C a l l i n g  for a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  is a clear and t a n g i b l e
d e m a n d  we can put to the g o v e r n m e n t .  It will c o n s t i t u t e  a 
c h a l l e k n g e  and t h e r e f o r e  E C C  will gain t he initiative.

Our call for c onst r uct i s'e na t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  is a patriot: c

a i

one. T h i s  w o u l d  be well r e c e i v e d  by our target
con s t i t u e n c y .  It w o u l d  a l s o  m a k e  it d i f f i c u l t  for 
th e  st a t e  to s m e a r  us as u n - S o u t h  African. It would be 
f o r c e d  o n t o  the de f e n s i v e .

It would a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  to our r ole in b u i l d i n g  n o n -  
racialism.

Inf ormatign_rgJ_e

P r e s s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  in an igno r a n c e  w i t h i n  'the 
w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  and w e  n eed to inf o r m  t hem about what is 
h a p p e n i n g  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  and s u r r o u n d i n g  countries.

In the past, we h a v e  been too e x c l u s i v e l y  p r p a g a n d i s t i c . We 
need to p r e s e n t  i n d i s p u t a b l e  f a c t s  which are a ble to back up 
and s u p port ou r  a r g u m e n t s  in convincing, rational and
c a r e f u l l y  t h o u g h t  out m a n n e r T

We should b u i l d  up our e x p e r t i s e  in the area of th e  m i l i t a r y  
and m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  of our society. EC C  'should look to 
b e c o m i n g  t he r e f e r e n c e  point, provi d i n g  expert i n f o r m a t i o n  
and k n o w l e d g e  in t h i s  area.

We need, th e r e f o r e ,  to d e v e l o p  our -research g r o u p s  m ore 
s e r i o u s l y  in o r d e r  to gather such information.

We need to d e v e l o p  c r e a t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  of 
d i s s e m i n a t i n g  as m u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  as pos s i b l e  to th e  public.

We need to i n v e s t i g a t e  p o s s i b l e  ECC E n q u i r i e s  into 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  e v e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  th e  s e c u r i t y  forces.

J. 2.
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