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A
T first glance the d ram a be­

tw een the S ta te  President and 

th e Rev M r Allan H endrickse is 

a sad  o ne, w ith M r H endrickse getting 

a raw  d eal from  M r B otha.

B ut when you look a little longer you 

realise  th a t th e re  is nothing th at M r 

H en d rick se  is losing: be continues to  

get his full sa lary  as a M inister in spite 

o f  having resigned from  the C abinet 

and he continues to  get all the perks of 

being a M in ister.

T he re s t is ju st a lot o f words . . .

W hat in fact m akes this a sad story 

is th a t M r H endrickse and other 

blacks in th e tric am e ra l P arliam ent 

went a g a in st the wishes o f the m ajority  

in th is country and got involved in 

second class p o litics. Tbey argued th at 

they w ould fight ap artheid  from  

w ithin.

They a re  now getting fru strated  by 

the sy stem , but instead o f nodding 

th eir heads and getting out, they are 

dancing th is g raceless dance.

W hen they trie d  to block some 

security  legislation last year, the 

Go> em in en t —  th e people who really 

run th is co u n try  — went over their 

heads and tu rn ed  the Bills into law.

And ju st to  m ake certain  the blacks 

in P arlia m en t knew who « u s boss, the 

G overnm ent added the present sta te  of 

em ergency to  the two security Bills.

H e n d ric k se  th e n  trie d  to  fight 

a p a r th e id  o u ts id e  P arlia m en t by 

sw im m ing a t a “ w hites-only" beach in 

P o rt E lizabeth . After that well- 

publicised dem o n stratio n  M r Botha 

crack ed  tb e  whip and M r H endrickse 

w as forced to  apologise.

M r H endrickse and his colleagues in 

|t h e  H ouse o f  R epresentatives and the 

' D eleg ates a re  a  patbeticicrt. 

[ And they will continue to be for as long 

as they continue to rem ain in 

P arlia m en t as decorative puppets.
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k ra a l can  be cxcused for being 

p ro p o sa ls  to  acq u ire  th e ir lam

to w n .
The remote farm is 

surrounded by a sea of 
whiie-owned farms and 
there does not seem to be 
an y  ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r 
creating a  black town­
ship on it on the basis 
that it will service the 
neighbouring towns.

It is situated about 25  
km from the nearest 
to w n . V olksrust, and 
a b o u t 2 8  km fro m  
A m ersfo o n . The tw o 
towns are so small that 
they cannot support a 
large workforce if the 
Governm ent goes ahead 
with its proposals 10 turn 
the farm  into a rural 
regional town.

There are no industrial 
areas in the vicinity of 
D aggakraal to justify the 
need for the development 
of a township. Already a 
black township in the 
vicinity of Volksrust is 
plagued by a high rate of 
unemployment.

T h e  D a g g a k r a a l  
c o m m u n i t y ,  w h i c h  
swelled to more than 
45 0 00  people since the 
land was bought in 1912
— a year before the Land 
Act of 1913 was passed
— is d ep en d en t on 
subsistence farming for 
its livelihood. More than 
9 5  percent o f those 
r e s i d e n t s  w h o  a r e  
employed wont in and 
aro u n d  Jo h annesburg, 
about 3 50  km away.
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