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P.0.Box 3301
Johannesburg
7th November 1935

i It i1s not entirel¥ from _inertiathat | have not
written for 30 long a time. There is iIn fact nothing to add
to the news contained in our minutes.

_ Schrire has come and departed and will probably
give you an account of the C.P. split in his own inimitablée
manner .

) _ The 3.G. 1i1s slowly gicking up and we hold the
first meeting of the Spartacus Club, Alexandra tonight, so
that we will be celebrating the anniversary of October with
deeds as well as words.

Please change the notice of the Spartacus Club,
Johannesburg to read "Lectures every Wednesday evening./

Yours,



Z*o

11th November ,1

Dear Comrades,

We have received the letter of Comrade Dubois, dated
12th October, and have considered it with great attention both here
and in Johannesburg. After full deliberation, we have come to the
decision that we must reject Comrade Dubois' proposal for unity bet-
ween the Workers Party and the Communist League.

It will help you to -understand the position here if
we say a few words about it. Both the Workers Party and the Commun-
ist league are small groups. This is undeniable. But there is an
important difference between them. When we were together in one
organisation, we could not work. All our energies went m tryin™ to

hammer into the heads of individuals what we knew t o be «J"eot
SW S:
., t ~ ) Tn r articles*in
% |1 “ oS Ol the'war question. Ont~6th°otoberw«

“ sued 4000 leaflets on the lItalo-Aby.alnlan Conflict It you will
study this leaflet you will see ttet it is a oleMJxposibl

iSiSTii°Sir ~ d N erlals

sSKSTSi

party £5\U«J5a Useifto s™ort the <*™rnment Ihi|> 1]
expected. What is not to be expected is the fact tnax# ~ ~ Qf

L th f 2 Oi ty. We di
the leading members S0t the - .A.Labour Rarxj. are sending you a
copy of the Workers Voice and of the bparic.

It is because of «E*
our *asks.Tthat we Lloo.eS. Some of Its
Communist league. «e k arty where the elong. Otaers
members will go to the 4 A.labour Bar& % }ee tnat
win go to the Stalinists. Altho,agh-»e n no0 fut-

aToU™ t.awitrth.rilH mm3an an end to all real work.

With communist greetings,

for the Central Committee



WORKERS PARTY OF SOUTH AFRICA
(Cape Town Branch)

11th n Ovember,1935.

The Hon.Secretary,

Spartacus Club,
CAPE TOWN.

Dear Comrade,
| have the pleasure of forwarding to you the fo
resolution which was passed unanimously at a meeting of our Branch

held on the 9th i"*ovember;-

"The Workers Party hereby records its warm apprec-
iation of the high value to the revolutionary
movement of the dramatic performance "The Disin-
herited” provided by the Spartacus Club for the
Celebrations on Bov.7th. Especially the Party
desires to express its deep gratitude to the
writer and the producer and to all who helped

to make this new departure an outstanding and

memorable success.”

With fraternal greetings,

General Secreta.y.
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141 longmarket St.,
CArS TQWH

11 th fiovember,1935.

The CC,
WPSA ,
Johannesburg.

Lear Comrades,

En«losed are receipts, -inutes of our Meetings of the
9th Nov., Dubois* letter, reports, etc.,

With regard to Dubois’ letter, our attitude is made
clear from the Minutes and tfrom the draft reply enclosed. W are
sending you this draft for your consideration. Please let us know
soon whether you agree, if you have alterations to suggest, etc.

We notice in your Minutes of the 11th October taat
you are sending copies the "Spark"™ to Durban, Anunzimtoti, etc.
We su ggest, to save expense, that the posting be done straight from
Cape Town. This would save postage and rewrapping. It ould be nec-
easa y for you to send us the number of copies needed, etc.

In your Minutes of the 18th October, we notice t .at
Com. Thomas mentions the necessity for a bulletin J™Nve enf'Srk’
ages. Comrade Tabata here is fluent in Mosa, could translate ~jark
articles, could write new ones, ohat are y™ur possibilities
procuring articles and translations in other ~J«uages rlease op
this question at a Party meeting. A start should be made. IfJ ¢
could type the stencils (Oesteiner), we could run off h p -
Our study class, comrades Mobus, Aguni, jama, etc., woul

the paper. A Spartacua Club Bov.~th Celebrations were vjjjE buco-
essful. »e put ona play att h e . f ™"~tes'oaSsed a

200 people present. f“ sJU It was worth
NjfaNMN'anTtin *« t«o .onthST Put into it.

Yours fraternally,



11th November,1 .

The 1.1.,
X*C.Le (B.-L.)®

Dear Comrades,

We have received the letter of Comrade Lubois, dated
12th October, and have considered it with great attention both here
and in Johannesburg. After full deliberation, we have come to the
decision that we must reject Comrade Dubois' proposal for unity bet-
ween the Workers Party and the Communist League.

It will help you to understand the position here if
we say a few words about it. Both the Workers Party and the Commun-
ist league are small groups. This is undeniable. But there is an
important difference between them. When we were together in one
organisation, we could not work. All our energies went in tiymg to
hammer into the heads of individuals what we knew to be tae correct
line. It was in the course of this struggle that the principled
differences on all the most fundamental questions became " ow»
as a separate group, we are able to work, we are able to face on-
wards" towards the workers instead of facing inwards among ourselves.

The war question was one of the real principled differ-

ences between us. It Atill is. In our articles i~h°uJ.hS™ Dbe!% e
made clear our position on the war question. O ?_* <
issued aooo leaflets on the Italo-Abyssinian Conflict, if y~u

- H S Lt $p%eived any materials from the |I.S. or any ox x%e
»«Eons You will noti™ taat this Isaflst attacks tbs S.A.iabour

Sjt*s A » A hbf~c.pxa.lX -
s m

- are senilng you a
copy of the Workers Voice and of the ~parx. gy

It is because of the immediate .because of all
our *asks, that we cannot -n”~tain ~ idea of~tlnj rttn~ ~
Communist League. Je know th»t this ¢ P belong. Others
members jilU o to e ur Party feel tha* we
Will go to the Stelinists. Aixno are also small, they nave no fut-
Sr .san an «* to all «al wor*.

With communist greetings,

for the Central Comnittee



35, Waterkant Street,
CAPE TOWN.

12th November, 1935,
<
The Secretary,
Workers * forty of South Africa,
CAPS TOAN

Dear Comrade,

As you are aware, the [I.S. has forwarded a letter to your organization
and ours, 1in which they request us totmake a serious attempt to achieve unity in
the ranks of the Fourth |Internationalists of this country.

That the time for such a move is opportune is evident from a study of
the objective conditions in South Africa to-day. The Stalinist C.P. lies
shattered and split into four warring factions. What little authority and
prestige it has left is speedily disappearing. There is a grave danger that
the Stalinist rank-and-file, disillusioned by a decade of misleadership and
betrayal, will seek a way out by turning to organizations like the Africa
National Congress or the A_P.0. This 1is inevitable, UNLESS THIiIRJi IS A STRONG
COMMUNIST PARTY IN EXISTENCE, READY AND ABLE TO GIVE A REVOLUTIONARY LEAD.
Already a section of the Stalinists are considering breaking away from the C.P.
and creating a National Liberating Movement on the lines of the League of
Struggle for Negro Rights in the U.S.A. There is no doubt that unless there is
a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist Party to give a lead to the workers disillusioned
with the Stalinist version of "Communism,”™ suc®n a movement will achieve
considerable success.

The Iltalian-Abyssinian War also presents a grave danger to the
working class. British Imperialism is frantically trying to capitalise the
anti- lItalian feelings of the masses for her own interests. The C.P. and
S.A.L.P. as well as the Congress and similar bodies, have basely betrayed the
workers by supporting the cry for League '"sanctions". Your organization and
ours are the only ones in South Africa which have given a correct lead on this
question, but, owing to our split forces, we have been unable to achieve as
much as we could and should have done.

It would be stupid to deny the difficulties in the way of achieving
unity between the W.P. and C.L. Our relations in the past have been in no way
amicable or comradely. The time has come, however, when it is essential to
discuss our differences in a comradely fashion, and see 1if it is not possible
to achieve some form of cooperation between the two organizations. United
action, for instance, on the war question should not be an impossibility.

This may serve a3 a preliminary to organizational unity.

Si the past you have been hostile to all attempts on our part to
achieve unity. Perhaps you have felt that our overtures were not put forward
with sincerety. Comrades, | can assure you that nothing is nearer our
hearts than to see a strong, united section of the Fourth International in
South Africa. We are prepared to sacrifice a great deal to achieve this.
Our forces are too small to be scattered in a myriad of warring Tfactions

WORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE."
FOR THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Vv



CGEY X2JST

COliLUNIS) LEAGUE COP SOUTH AFRICA

35 Waterkant St.,
CAPE TOWN
12th November,1935

The Secretary,
'Workers Party of South Africa,
CAPE TOWN

Dear Comrade,

As you are aware, the 1.S. has forwarded a letter to
your organisation and ours, in which they request us to make a serious

attempt to achieve unity in the ranks of the Fourth Internationalists
of this country.

That the time for such a move fos opportune is evident
from a study of the objective conditions in South Africa today. The
Stalinist C.P. lies shattered and split into four warring factions.
What little authority and prestige it has left is speedily disappear-
ing. There is a grave danger that the Stalinist rank-and-file, dis-
illusioned by a decade of misleadership and betrayal, will seek a way
out by turning to organisations like the African national Congress or
the A.P.O. This is inevitable, UNLESS THEREX IS A STRONG COMMUNIST
PARTY IN EXISTENCE, READY AND ABLE TO GIVE A REVOLUTIONARY LEAD.
Already a section of the Stalinists are considering breaking away from
the C.P. and creating a National Liberating Movement on the lines of
the League of Struggle for Negro Rights in the U.S.A. There is no
doubt that unless there is a revolutionary M&rxist-Leninist Party to
give a lead to the workers disillusioned with the Stalinist version
of "Communism”, such a movement will achieve considerable success.

The Italiaa-Abyssinian War also presents a grave danger
to the working class. British Imperialism is
capitalize the anti-Italian feelings of tae masses for her ownint-
erests. The C.P. and S.A.UP. as well as the Congress and similiw
bodies* have basely betrayed the workers by supporting the cry ioi
League "sanctions"”. Your organisation and ours are the only ones
in South Africa which have given a correct lead on tnisJ”™tion,
but, owing to our split forces, we have bben unable to achieve as
much as we could and should have done.

It would be stupid to deny U difficulties In the way
£Er »?2er ~nAh -1d.*

SZSZ. r u . s

T~ warTeSt™'" Z K 2~ e an ~“possibility. This may serve
as a preliminary to organizational unity.

in the past you have be«* ~ t~ to™MII™Mtw~Js°SSre

part to achieve unity. Perhaps you j can assure you that
not put forward with sincerety. » a”yorlg united section of
nothing is nearer our Africa We are prepared to sacrif-
fX r~atl” ™ ms* £r forces are too snail to be

scattered In a myriad of »arrlng factions.
WORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE*.
for the fourth INTERNATIONAL

{Signed) JC?]!’;&Fman
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COILKUNIST IEAGUE uj; SOUTH AiIRICA

25 Waterkant St.,
CAPE TOWN.
12th November ,1 935

The Secretary,
Workers Party of South Africa,
CAPE TOWH.

Dear Comrade,

_ As you are aware, the 1.3. has forwarded a letter to
your organisation and ours, in which they request as to make a serious

attempt to achieve unity in the ranks of the Fourtn Internationalists
of this country.

That the time for such a move tos opportune is evident
from a study of the objective condition? in South Africa today. The
Stalinist C.P. lies shattered and split into four warring factions.
What little authority and prestige it has left is speedily disappear-
ing. There is a grave danger that the Stalinist rank-and-file, dis-
illusioned by a decade of misleadership and betrayal, will seek a way
out by turning to organisations like the African .National Congress or
the A.P.O. This is inevitable, UNLESS THEREX IS A STRONG COMLIUHIST
PARTY IN EXISTENCE, READY AND ABLE TO GIVE A REVOLUTIONARY LEAD.
Already a section of the Stalinists are considering breaking away from
the C.P. and creating a National Liberating movement on the lines of
the League of Struggle for Negro Rights in the U.S.A. .-~®je is
doubt that unless there is a revolutionary Marxis t-Leninist Party to
eive a lead to the workers disillusioned with the otalinist weision
of "Communism”, such a movement will achieve considerable success.

The Italiaa-Abyssinian War also presents a grave danger

tne working class. British Imperialism is frantically trying to
oaoitalize the anti-ltalian feelings of tne mas.es for her own int-

J i Tp n p anfl s.A.LtP. as well as the Congress and oimiliai
bodies* have basely betrayed the workers by supporting the cry for

' nQ + innnn  Your or%anisation and ours are tne only ones
rS utft3s “™M-oh"KeOsUn a correct laad an thls au.at oa

but, owing to our split forces, we nave bteen unable to achieve
much as we could and should have done.
It would be stupid to deny t-e difficulties in the way

of achieving unity between the W.P. time has come,
past have been in no way amicable o differences in a comradely

SKS: ST.S S — 8F A 22:

I' S JW b . aa impossibility. I1hU may
as a preliminary to organizational uni vy.

In the past you have “fei~that™~urOvertures were
part to achieve unity. Perhaps you 1 can assure you that
not put forward with sincerety. N strong, united section of
SUbSg is nearer sJSS Africa. prepared to saorlf-

Jh* r° ™ atldeainto achieve this. Our forces are too small.
Ncattefed L T ~ U d of *arrlng factions.

WOWVKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE.
for the fourth ihterhational

iSighed J.Pick
4 9 ) Cha?rman



COPY OF LETTER SENT BY C.VAN GELDEREN TO COM.G. LAMBLEY

55, Hofmeyr Street,
CAPE TOI'll'..
13th November ,1 935

Dear Comrade Lambley,

I received your letter of the 11th inst. and read
it with interest. As a communist, | always welcome criticism and I
take it that you will have no objections if my reply is somewhat
critical in tone.

First, with regard to our article in the October
"'"Workers’ Voice,” critisising the Spartacusts. Quite possibly you
are right when you state that it was a waste of space. | am inclined
to agree with you that they do not deserve so much space. But if
vou will read that article again, carefully, you will recognise it as
a ?fFly to SUSDERS AOAINSI THIE CQtMMISI UtkOOX. These slanders are
tuil being perpetuated, and In this respect there seems to be a unit-
ed front between the Stalinists and the Spartuolsts
you advocate that we should completely Ignore thesemallolous slanders.
You consider the attack on us in the Hover ber Spark as very

Illiterate muck.” That Is quite u~uL” he*r~r™  of
legitimate critisism for a communis . +0 extend
lhatS« r*?e”~biH i affor~a~nlverslty education. To the B M of

illiteracy we plead guilty, but r®”"s®oin™and”™wel”™phrased” then

vmiy r#ft>rence to members of the Lenin Club drink-

» ) ; !
Ing to much puzz'les 18 EHI% gﬂgthvsr slandeg %quofngleonrd%/\/om@?m

you admire so much, are spreadlngt’\’\lt|3|sed for it openly, in the

our comrades do drink, ana have b N tjaat t]ié spart-
club and not behind their ~cks. . "osten, for mstance deny that
acusts are such a virtuous Iot’> Will £>sten. ™ func'u m

T astmuchlopposed8to *0°zins°~dy~e?s ~fight~t openly.
£US,—SSSstms S

there are in the Spartaousts.
You say that you f ~ Y ~ a ™ st”™ e o] toe
unt?y” S “ heoSSalhteved.

OTB*0s f o/cRIAI‘sGri Ts m n ' Xf hoston

DID HOT TUHI approached by the I.S.
AnvwNy* we hé&ve ot &Qbi&& oxi these
M th« W P with a view to vy * "j® achieved. Ce-tainly,
s — — uon8 fttU
through. mi to Jolburg and
It may be interesting o theoretically

§OStOHjSS"3 £ S " S B ijt

BuriaK ana plit.

the teal cause ,0 --—---——-- "fcammering out
you conSIderltIt «cnsenssetOttt . 1i 0 h

$sss°jsn!rSo0?8SS « 8itun* in an alBC™
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studying books, or by taking an active part and a leading part in

the class struggle? Did not Karl Marx revise his theory on the state
in the light of the achievements and failures of the Paris Commune?
That is what we mean by "hammering out revolutionary theory in prac-
tise.” As Lenin comments on it "..... Here as everywhere, his teachA
ing is the SUMMING UP OF EXPERIENCE. .. .. 1 (emphasis in original). lo
be a Marxist, it is not sufficient to have a knowledge of what ~arx abd
Engels wrote. Kautsky and all the reformists could recite "Capital

by heart. It is by putting Marxism into praotise, on the picket line,
the soap box, etc. that we prove whether we are Marxists or not.

i.hat surprised nme most of all, is that you should have list-
ened to slanderous stories about comrades with whom you have been
associated for many years, and accept tuem without even a~emptingtO
near our side of the ease. |If, however, you choose tae road of aim
fhair philosophy to that of participation in the day to., day struggles
o f the 2orke?s tha? is your affair. Personally,l regret losing a

valuable comrade, but hipe that one day the two groups may become
reunited.

It is rather strange, that while you have a lot tO

r.."RSsSws.'s:Isns’J5ar .*“»5 f."—

plied to ouf correct theoretical position
'ffS "uSR of latter-~ay Marxism “~aliaa Burlap).

I shall be leaving for london at tM ond of «*e£ * «e 30
probable ,111 not see you again. | therefore SIS you
goodbye and the very best of lu»k.
iours fraternally,

Charlie van Gelderen (Signed)



COPY OF LETTER SENT BY C.VAs GELDEREN TO COM.G.IAILBLEY

55, Hofmeyr Street,
CAPE TOWN.
13th November ,1 935

Dear Comrade Lambley,

I received your letter of the 11th inst. and read
it with interest. As a communist, | always welcome criticism and |
take it that you will have no objections if nmy reply is somewhat
critical in tone.

First, with regard to our article in the October
"Workers’ Voice," critieising the Spartacusts. Quite possibly you
are right when you state that it was a waste of space. | am inclined
to agree with you that they do not deserve so much space. But if
you will read that article again, carefully, you will recognise it as
a reply to SIANDERS AGAINST THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE. These slanders are
still being perpetuated, and in this respect there seems to be a unit-
ed front between the Stalinists and the Spartucists against us. Do
you advocate that we should completely ignore these malicious slanders.
You consider the attaok on us in the November "Sparkl as very much to
the point and well phrased into the bargain.” flell, well, it appears
that you still have to learn the difference between an attack and a
critisism. One of the points raised against us was that our article
was illiterate - "let us take a breath before plunging into tais
illiterate muck.” That is quite possible, but it is certainly not a
legitimate critisism for a communist to make. Unlike the members ot
the Spartacust Club, we have not exploited the workers to the extend
that we were able to afford a university education. To the CRIKE or
illiteracy we plead guilty, but refuse to blush on account of :
If this is what you consider "to the point and well phrased tnen
your place is rightly with the dilletantes of the Spartacust olub.

Your reference to members of the Lenin Club drink-
ing to much puzzles me. Is this another slander your friends, whom

back and writing about it in sealed lexers, 4 . Lenin Club as
Certainly, there are just as many teetotallers in xhe “erun

there are in the Spartacusts.
You say that you quite agree with Koston that had

the W.P. been more firm and insistent at a ha™ nO

struggle unity would have been *°£ieved. DRAFTED FOR THE

idea what you are JriTlng at. THE W.P. N sincere, why did

PURPOSE OF CREATING A SPLIT". s as was originally agreed

r £ ~te® o ~ n lcon£nsS?iMj-"S ~ .~ to a,
ré& & . ™

did not want ueity.

Anyway, we nave again!» . « .
to approach the W.P. with ~Nity will be achieved. Certainly,
s“ f e “Si » ;rrw .r .s 8UW ~ : «* >

through. i
It may He interesting tO writ~up~a~Jo”~ur™an”

find out why Gordon is no ionger a mem N N tie refuses to follov;

ionStB -~ a ~ O T ~ a s they*demand,

to ta» of "Hammering out
caStionr"l % “ “ ay we must go ahead and teach

n”~0iSild"ar50ihdSes Marxists build? iy sitting in an armchair
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studying books, or by taking an active part and a leading part in

the class struggle? Did not Karl Marx revise his theory on the state
in the light of the achievements and failures of the Paris Commune?
That is what we mean by "hammering out revolutionary theory in prac-
tise.”" As Lenin comments on it "..... Here as everywhere, his teachi
ing is the SUMMING UP OF EXPERIENCE......... " (emphasis in original). To
be a Marxist, it is not sufficient to have a knowledge of what ~arx ahc
Engels wrote. Kautsky and all the reformists could recite "capital

by heart. It is by putting Marxism into practise, on the picket line,
the soap box, etc. that we prove whether we are Marxists or not.

«hat surprised nme most of all, is that you should have list-
ened to slanderous stories about comrades with whom you have been
associated for many years, and accept them without even attempting to
hear our side of the case. |If, however, you choose the road of aim
chair philosophy to that of participation in the day to-day struggles
of the workers that is your affair. rersonally,l regret losing a
valuable comrade, but hope that one day the two groups nay become

reunited.

It is rather strange, that while you have a lot to say

our attack on the Spartacusts, you have JeactionL-ies
Grey Shirt attack on us. Is it not strange that bodv in
should pick on us when there is such a so very revoluti'Krhas

ir® he "Ifgfhit of Latter-Day Marxism (alias Burlakisni?)" ©°2ai pofltlon

T eRtiy Be |Raving {gr London at theb‘f‘deS’ Ih & niPRGLly SO

probable *ill not see you again. | therefore aid J
goodbye and the very hest of luwk.

Yours fraternally,

Charlie van Gelderen (Signed)
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Jlopome TOBapamH,

Mh nojryqiuiH Bam nofliracHOii jihct $ 15 h "0k 40 72?6 Ha
cyMMy b 680 .80 $paHKOB*

CaMoe cepse~Hoe BaM cnacado sa Baniy to BapmuecKyi) OT3HB-
Nttsocti> ito OTHomsHHio k TapoBy.

KaK Be ,BepOHTHO, 3HaeTe, nojio”eHH e Taposa ogeHB yxysnui—
jioGbj 8My yrpoJKaeT TDptMa mjih eme xyace BHflaga CTajiHHy.

Baiua noMom-b b stmx ycaoBHax npaodpeTaeT coBepmeHHO kckjiio

~MTejiiEoe 3Ha”eHHe*

ATOOh £aTH BO3MOXKHOCTB lagOBy BHexaTi B EBpOny, HaM
HyjKHO cOdpaTi B KpaTgaHIUIH CpOK 4.000 .—$paHKOB, H MH
He coMHeBaeMca, ~to BaM no”~H nocji yacuT spyrHM npEMepom?*

Eme pa3 cnacHdo.

C TOBapameckKHM npHBeTom
Komhcchh 1ap0 Ba:
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P_0.Box 3501,
Johannesburg,
South Africa
19th November 1935

To the 1.S.
1.0.L. (B.L.)
Dear Comrades, _

A full meeting of the Johannesburg branch of the
Workers Party of South Africa has discussed the proposals made
by Comrade Dubois in thO lettsr dstfcd 12th Octobcr 1935> and it

was decided to endorse the decision of the _Cape Town group, and
further to bring to your notice certain points.

) There 1s no organised group of the Communist League
In Johannesburg as far as we know, nor are there even individuals
who nut forward the C.L. platform; the C.L. exists only m Cape
Ton"1 one thousand miles from Johannesburg; none of the comrades
In our branch have come into personal _contact with Cape Town
members of erther group. The result is that our decision on the
differences between the two groups is absolutely objective, and
based on the published documents of both sides.” Imnersed as we
are in the conditions of South_ African class struggle, we are
able to declare that the principles underlying the accepted theses
of the 7/orkers Party are essentially_the adaptation to the_South
African arena_of the communist principles hammered out during
Lenin 3 lifetime.

The statements of the Communist League on the other
hand, demonstrate, not principles misunderstood or _wrongly#
applied, but simply the absence of principles. This lack’is
made up by an opportunist use_of revolutionary phraseology, as
shown by the evasions with which the '7/orkers’ Voicefaces the
obvious™"inconsistencies of its “platform.1

_ At this stage, Y/hen the Ttalo-Abyssinian conflictthas
deeply_stirred the African population, while British Imperialisn
h¥p00[|t|cally poses as the champion of the oppressed - precisely
at this stage we do not dare tQ weaken ourselves by uniting with
the CommuniSt League and diluting our ranks with opportuniSt elements.

Yours fraternally

K- 1| o1l.

Secretary (Johannesburg Branch)
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