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P.O.Box 3301 
Johannesburg 
7th November 1935

It is not entirely from inertiathat I have not 
written for 30 long a time. There is in fact nothing to add 
to the news contained in our minutes.

Schrire has come and departed and will probably 
give you an account of the C.P. split in his own inimitable 
manner.

The 3.G. is slowly picking up and we hold the 
first meeting of the Spartacus Club, Alexandra tonight, so 
that we will be celebrating the anniversary of October with 
deeds as well as words.

Please change the notice of the Spartacus Club, 
Johannesburg to read "Lectures every Wednesday evening./

Yours,



z * o

11 th November ,1 .

The I . S . ,
I . C . L .  (B . — L .) .

Dear Comrades,

We have r e c e i v e d  the l e t t e r  o f  Comrade Dubois, dated 
1 2th October, and have considered  i t  w ith  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  both here 
and in  Johannesburg. A f t e r  f u l l  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  we have come to the 
d e c is io n  th a t  we must r e j e c t  Comrade Dubois' proposal  f o r  u n i t y  b e t 
ween the Workers P a r ty  and the Communist League.

I t  w i l l  help you to -understand the p o s i t i o n  here i f  
we say a few words about i t .  Both the Workers P a r ty  and the Commun
i s t  league are  sm all  groups. This i s  un deniable .  But there i s  an 
important d i f f e r e n c e  between them. When we were to g e th e r  in  one 
o r g a n is a t io n ,  we could not work. A l l  our energies  went m  try in ^  to 
hammer in to  the heads of  in d iv i d u a ls  what we knew t o ’be « J " eot

s w s :

„ t  ~  T n  r  a r t i c l e s * i n
% l “ oS oi th e 'w a r  q u e stio n . 0 n t ^ 6 t h ° o t o b e r w «  

“ sued 4000 l e a f l e t s  on the I t a lo - A b y .a ln la n  C o n f l i c t  I t  you w i l l  
study t h is  l e a f l e t  you w i l l  see t t e t  i t  i s  a o l e M J x p o s i b l

i S i S T i i ° S i  r ^ d  ^ e r l a l s

sKSTSi 1-

p a rty  £ 5 \ U « J 5 a  U s e i f t o  s ^ o r t  the <*™rnment Ih l|> 1| 
expected . What is  not to be exp ected  i s  the f a c t  tn ax#< ^  ^  Qf

League opens th e  pages of  r f ?  0i r  p a r t y .  We a r e  s e n d i n g  y o u  a
t h e  l e a d i n g  members o f  t h e  - .A .L a b o u r  ^ a r x j . 
copy of  the Workers Voice and o f  the bparic.

I t  i s  because of « £ *
our * a s k s . Tth a t  we L l o o . e S .  Some o f  I t s
Communist le a g u e .  «e kn p a r t y  where they belong.  Otaers
members w i l l  go t o the S .A .la b o u r  P a r ty  ^  f e e l  tn a t
w i n  go to the Stalinists. Altho,agh-»e n n0 f u t -

a ToU^ t . a w i t r t h . r i l H  m:yan an end t o  a l l  r e a l  work.

With communist g r e e t i n g s ,

fo r  the C e n tra l  Committee



WORKERS PARTY OF SOUTH AFRICA 
(Cape Town Branch)

1 1 t h  h  0vemb e r , 1 935 .

The H o n .S ec re tary , 
Spartacus Club, 
CAPE TOWN.

Dear Comrade,

I  have the p leasure  of  forwarding to you the fo l l o w in g  

r e s o l u t i o n  which was passed unanimously a t  a meeting o f  our Branch 

held on the 9th i'*ovember;-

"The Workers P a r ty  hereby records i t s  warm apprec
i a t i o n  of  the high va lue  to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
movement o f  the dramatic performance '’ The D is in 
h e r i t e d ” provided by the Spartacus Club f o r  the 
C e le b rat io n s  on B o v .7 th .  E s p e c i a l l y  the P a rty  
d e s ir e s  to express i t s  deep g r a t i t u d e  to the 
w r i t e r  and the producer and to a l l  who helped 
to  make t h i s  new departure an outstanding  and 
memorable s u c c e s s ."

With f r a t e r n a l  g r e e t i n g s ,

General S e c r e t a . y .



i'/KA

141 longmarket S t . ,
CArS TQWH.

11 th  i'i ovemb e r , 1 935 .

The CC,
WPS A ,
J ohannesburg.

Lear Comrades,

En«losed are  r e c e i p t s ,  - i n u t e s  o f  our Meetings of  the 
9th Nov.,  Dubois* l e t t e r ,  r e p o r t s ,  e t c . ,

With regard  to Dubois’ l e t t e r ,  our a t t i t u d e  i s  made 
c l e a r  from the Minutes and tfrom the d r a f t  r e p l y  en c lo sed .  We are 
sending you th is  d r a f t  f o r  your c o n s id e r a t io n .  P le a s e  l e t  us know 
soon whether you a g r e e ,  i f  you have a l t e r a t i o n s  to s u g g e s t ,  e t c .

We n o t ic e  in your Minutes o f  the 1 1 t h  October t a a t  
you are  sending copies  the "Spark" to Durban, Anunzim toti,  e t c .
We su g g e s t ,  to save expense, t h a t  the p o st in g  be done s t r a i g h t  from 
Cape Town. This would save postage and rewrapping. I t  ould be nec- 
easa y f o r  you to send us the number o f  copies  needed, e t c .

In your Minutes of  the 18th October, we n o t ic e  t  .at 
Com. Thomas mentions the n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a b u l l e t i n  J ^ v e  e ^ f ' S r k ’ 
a g e s .  Comrade Tabata here is  f l u e n t  in  Mosa, could t r a n s l a t e  ^ jark  
a r t i c l e s ,  could w r i te  new ones, ohat are  y^ur p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
procuring a r t i c l e s  and t r a n s la t i o n s  in  other ^J«uages  r l e a s e  op 
th is  question a t  a P arty  meeting.  A s t a r t  should be made. I f  J  f  
could type the s t e n c i l s  ( O e s te in e r) ,  we could run o f f  h p - 
Our study c l a s s ,  comrades Mobus, Aguni,  j^ama, e t c . ,  woul

the paper. ^  Spartacua Club Bov.^th C e le b rat io n s  were vjjj£ buco-

e s s f u l .  »e put on a play a t  t h e . f :̂ t e s ' o a S s e d  a 
200 people p rese n t .  f “ s JU I t  was worth
^ i a ^ ' a n T t i ^  * «  t«o .onthST Put in to  i t .

Yours f r a t e r n a l l y ,



1 1 t h  November,1 •

The I . i . ,
X *C. L • ( B . - L . )•

Dear Comrades,

We have r e c e i v e d  the l e t t e r  o f  Comrade L u b o is , dated 
12th October,  and have considered  i t  w ith  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  both here 
and in  Johannesburg. A f t e r  f u l l  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  we have come to the 
d e c is io n  th at  we must r e j e c t  Comrade Dubois' proposal  f o r  u n i t y  b e t 
ween the Workers P a r ty  and the Communist League.

I t  w i l l  help you to understand the p o s i t i o n  here i f  
we say a few words about i t .  Both the Workers P a r ty  and the Commun
i s t  league are  sm all  groups.  This i s  u n d eniable .  But there i s  an 
important d i f f e r e n c e  between them. When we were toge th e r  in  one 
o r g a n is a t io n ,  we could not work. A l l  our en erg ies  went in  t i y m g  to 
hammer in to  the heads of  in d iv i d u a ls  what we knew to be tae c o r r e c t  
l i n e .  I t  was in  the course of  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  the p r i n c ip l e d  
d i f f e r e n c e s  on a l l  the most fundamental questions became " ow»
as a separate  group, we are  a b le  to  work, we are  a b le  to fa c e  o n 
wards" towards the workers in s te a d  o f  f a c i n g  inwards among o u r s e lv e s .

The war question was one o f  the r e a l  p r i n c ip l e d  d i f f e r 
ences between u s .  I t  A t i l l  i s .  In  our a r t i c l e s  i ^h°uJ . hS^ be! % e 
made c l e a r  our p o s i t i o n  on the war q u e st io n .  0“  g *  < 
issued aooo l e a f l e t s  on the I t a l o - A b y s s i n i a n  C o n f l i c t ,  i f  y^u

■ H S L t s srp c e iv e d  any m a te r ia ls  from the I  . S .  or any ox x^e 
» « £ o n s  You w i l l  n o t i ^  t a a t  t h i s  l s a f l s t  a t t a c k s  tbs  S .A . ia b o u r

sjt*s ^ : » A hb f ^ c . ; pxab . r x  ■

s m :
-  are senilng you a

copy of  the Workers Voice and o f  the ^parx.

I t  i s  because of  the immediate . b e c a u s e  o f  a l l
our * a s k s ,  th a t  we cannot - n ^ t a i n  ^  idea o f ^ t l n j  r t t ^  ^  
Communist League. Je know th»t  t h i s  g  P belong.  Others
members j i l U o  to e ur P a r ty  f e e l  t h a * we
W il l  go to the S t e l i n i s t s .  Aixno are  a l s o  s m a l l ,  they nave no f u t -  
S r  . s a n  an « *  to a l l  « a l  wor*.

With communist g r e e t i n g s ,

fo r  the C e n tra l  Comnittee



35, Waterkant Street,

CAPE TOWN.

12th November, 1935,

The Secretary,
Workers ' forty of South Africa,

CAPS TOWN.

Dear Comrade,

As you are aware, the I.S. has forwarded a letter to your organization 
and ours, in which they request us tot make a serious attempt to achieve unity in 
the ranks of the Fourth Internationalists of this country.

<

That the time for such a move is opportune is evident from a study of 
the objective conditions in South Africa to-day. The Stalinist C.P. lies 
shattered and split into four warring factions. What little authority and 
prestige it has left is speedily disappearing. There is a grave danger that 
the Stalinist rank-and-file, disillusioned by a decade of misleadership and 
betrayal, will seek a way out by turning to organizations like the Africa 
National Congress or the A.P.O. This is inevitable, UNLESS THliRJi IS A STRONG 
COMMUNIST PARTY IN EXISTENCE, READY AND ABLE TO GIVE A REVOLUTIONARY LEAD.
Already a section of the Stalinists are considering breaking away from the C.P. 
and creating a National Liberating Movement on the lines of the League of 
Struggle for Negro Rights in the U.S.A. There is no doubt that unless there is 
a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist Party to give a lead to the workers disillusioned 
with the Stalinist version of "Communism," suc'n a movement will achieve 

considerable success.

The Italian-Abyssinian War also presents a grave danger to the 
working class. British Imperialism is frantically trying to capitalise the 
anti- Italian feelings of the masses for her own interests. The C.P. and 
S.A.L.P. as well as the Congress and similar bodies, have basely betrayed the 
workers by supporting the cry for League "sanctions". Your organization and 

ours are the only ones in South Africa which have given a correct lead on this 
question, but, owing to our split forces, we have been unable to achieve as 

much as we could and should have done.

It would be stupid to deny the difficulties in the way of achieving 
unity between the W.P. and C.L. Our relations in the past have been in no way 
amicable or comradely. The time has come, however, when it is essential to 
discuss our differences in a comradely fashion, and see if it is not possible 
to achieve some form of cooperation between the two organizations. United 
action, for instance, on the war question should not be an impossibility.
This may serve a3 a preliminary to organizational unity.

Si the past you have been hostile to all attempts on our part to 
achieve unity. Perhaps you have felt that our overtures were not put forward 
with sincerety. Comrades, I can assure you that nothing is nearer our 
hearts than to see a strong, united section of the Fourth International in 
South Africa. We are prepared to sacrifice a great deal to achieve this.
Our forces are too small to be scattered in a myriad of warring factions

WORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE.'
FOR THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

V



CGFY X2JST

COliLUNISJ LEAGUE OP SOUTH AFRICA

35 Waterkant S t . ,  
CAPE TOWN.
12th November,1935

The S e c r e t a r y ,
'Workers P a r ty  of  South A f r i c a ,
CAPE TOWN.

Dear Comrade,

As you are  aware, the I . S .  has forwarded a l e t t e r  to 
your o r g a n is a t io n  and ours,  in  which they re q u e st  us to make a s e r io u s  
attempt to ach ieve  u n i t y  in  the ranks o f  the Fourth I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s  
o f  th is  country.

That the time f o r  such a move fos opportune i s  ev ident  
from a study o f  the o b je c t iv e  condit ions  in  South A f r i c a  today.  The 
S t a l i n i s t  C.P. l i e s  s h a t t e r e d  and s p l i t  in to  four warring f a c t i o n s .
What l i t t l e  a u t h o r i t y  and p r e s t ig e  i t  has l e f t  i s  s p e e d i l y  disappear
ing.  There i s  a grave danger th a t  the S t a l i n i s t  r a n k - a n d - f i l e ,  d i s 
i l l u s i o n e d  by a decade o f  m is lead ersh ip  and b e t r a y a l ,  w i l l  seek  a way 
out by tu rning  to orga n isa t ion s  l i k e  the A f r i c a n  n a t io n a l  Congress or 
the A.P.O.  This i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  UNLESS THEREX IS A STRONG COMMUNIST 
PARTY IN EXISTENCE, READY AND ABLE TO GIVE A REVOLUTIONARY LEAD.
Already a s e c t io n  of  the S t a l i n i s t s  are c o n s id e r in g  breaking  away from 
the C.P. and c r e a t in g  a N a tio n a l  L ib e r a t in g  Movement on the l in e s  of 
the League of  S tr u g g le  f o r  Negro R igh ts  in  the U .S .A .  There i s  no 
doubt th at  unless  there i s  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  M & rx is t-L e n in is t  P arty  to 
give  a lead to the workers d i s i l l u s i o n e d  with  the S t a l i n i s t  v e rs io n  
of  "Communism’' ,  such a movement w i l l  ach ieve  c on s id era b le  s u c c e s s .

The I t a l i a a - A b y s s i n i a n  War a l s o  presents  a grave danger 
to the working c l a s s .  B r i t i s h  Imperialism  is
c a p i t a l i z e  the a n t i - I t a l i a n  f e e l i n g s  o f  ta e  masses f o r  her o w n i n t 
e r e s t s .  The C.P. and S . A . U P .  as w e l l  as the Congress and s i m i l i w  
bodies* have b a s e ly  betrayed  the workers by supporting  the cry io i  
League " s a n c t io n s " .  Your o r g a n is a t io n  and ours are  the only ones 
in South A f r i c a  which have given a c o r r e c t  lead  on t n i s J ^ t i o n ,  
but,  owing to our s p l i t  f o r c e s ,  we have bben unable to  ach ieve  as 
much as we could and should have done.

I t  would be s t u p id  to  deny U  d i f f i c u l t i e s  In the way

£ r » ? e r ^ n ^  - i d . *

szsz: r u :  s
T ^ w a r T e S t ™ '  Z K ^ e  an ^ p o s s i b i l i t y .  T h is  may s e r v e  
as a prel im inary  to o r g a n iz a t i o n a l  u n i t y .

i n  the past  you have be«* ^ t ^  t o ^ l l ^ t w ^ J s ° S S r e  
part  to  achieve  u n i t y .  Perhaps you j  can assu re  you that
not put forward w ith  s i n c e r e t y .  » a .̂rorlg u n ite d  s e c t i o n  of
nothing is  nearer our A f r i c a  We are  prepared to s a c r i f -
f X  r ^ a t 1 " 1 ^ ™  m s *  £ r  f o r c e s  a r e  to o  s n a i l  t o  be
s c a t t e r e d  In a myriad of  » a rr ln g  f a c t i o n s .

WORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE*.
for the fourth INTERNATIONAL

fSigned) J .P ic k  
* Chairman
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COiLkUNIST .lEAGUE uj; SOUTH AiRICA

25 Waterkant S t . ,  
CAPE TOWN.
12th November ,1 935

The S e c r e t a r y ,
Workers P arty  of  South A f r i c a ,  
CAPE TOWH.

Dear Comrade,

As you are  aware, the 1 . 3 . has forwarded a l e t t e r  to 
your o rg a n is a t io n  and ours,  in  which they re q u e st  as to make a s e r io u s  
attempt to ach ieve  u n i t y  in  the ranks o f  the Fourtn I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s  
o f  th is  country .

That the time f o r  such a move tos opportune i s  ev ident  
from a study o f  the o b j e c t i v e  condition? in  South A f r i c a  today.  The 
S t a l i n i s t  C.P. l i e s  s h a t t e r e d  and s p l i t  in to  four warring f a c t i o n s .
What l i t t l e  a u t h o r i t y  and p r e s t i g e  i t  has l e f t  i s  s p e e d i ly  disappear
in g .  There i s  a grave danger t h a t  the S t a l i n i s t  r a n k - a n d - f i l e , d i s 
i l l u s i o n e d  by a decade o f  m is lead ersh ip  and b e t r a y a l ,  w i l l  seek a way 
out by tu rn in g  to organ isa t io n s  l i k e  the A f r i c a n  .National Congress or 
the A.P.O.  This i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  UNLESS THEREX. IS A STRONG COMLiUHIST 
PARTY IN EXISTENCE, READY AND ABLE TO GIVE A REVOLUTIONARY LEAD.
Already a s e c t io n  o f  the S t a l i n i s t s  are  c o n s id e r in g  breaking away from 
the C.P.  and c r e a t i n g  a N a t io n a l  L ib e r a t in g  movement on the l in e s  of  
the League of  S tr u g g le  f o r  Negro R ights  in  the U.S.A.  . -^®je is  
doubt th at  unless  there i s  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Marxis t-L e n in is  t  P ar ty  to 
e iv e  a lead to the workers d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w ith  the o t a l i n i s t  w eis ion  
of  ’’Communism” , such a movement w i l l  achieve  co n s id e rab le  s u c c e s s .

The I t a l i a a - A b y s s i n i a n  War a l s o  presents  a grave danger 
tne working c l a s s .  B r i t i s h  Imperialism  is  f r a n t i c a l l y  t r y i n g  to 

o a o i t a l i z e  the a n t i - I t a l i a n  f e e l i n g s  of  tne mas.es f o r  h e r  own i n t -  
J  tjl T>hp n p anfl s . A . L t P .  as w e l l  as the Congress and o i m i l i a i

bodies* have b a s e ly  betrayed  the workers by supporting  the cry  fo r  
' Q nQq +  i nnnn Your o rg a n is a t io n  and ours are  tne only ones 
r S u t ft3S “ ™ ; o h " K e 0s U n  a c o r r e c t  laad  an t h ls  a u .a t  oa 
but,  owing to our s p l i t  f o r c e s ,  we nave bteen unable to ach ieve  
much as we could and should have done.

I t  would be s tu p id  to deny t - e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  the way
of a c h ie v in g  u n i t y  between the W.P. time has come,
past have been in  no way amicable o d i f f e r e n c e s  in  a comradely

S2KS: ST.S S -  8F A 22 :
I S j W b .  aa  i m p o s s i b i l i t y .  I h U  may 

as a prel im inary  to o r g a n iz a t io n a l  uni y .

In the past you have "“f e i ^ t h a t ^ u r O v e r t u r e s  were
part  to ach ieve  u n i t y .  Perhaps you 1 can a s s u r e you th at
not put forward w ith  s i n c e r e t y .   ̂ s t r o n g ,  u n ite d  s e c t i o n  of
S U b S g  is  nearer s J S S  A f r i c a .  prepared to  s a o r l f -
Jh* r ° ^ a t I d eain to a c h ie v e  t h i s .  Our fo r c e s  a re  too small.
^ c a t te fe d  L T ^ U d  o f  * a r r l n g f a c t i o n s .

WOxvKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE’.
for the fourth ihterhational

iS igned) J .P ic k
4 °  Chairman



COPY OF LETTER SENT BY C.VA_N GELDEREN TO COM.G. LAMB LEY

55, Hofmeyr S t r e e t ,
CAPE TO i'll'..

13 th  November ,1 935

Dear Comrade Lambley,

I r e c e i v e d  your l e t t e r  o f  the 1 1 t h  i n s t .  and read 
i t  with i n t e r e s t .  As a communist, I always welcome c r i t i c i s m  and I 
take i t  th a t  you w i l l  have no o b je c t io n s  i f  my r e p l y  i s  somewhat 
c r i t i c a l  in  tone.

F i r s t ,  w ith  reg ard  to our a r t i c l e  in  the October 
"'Workers’ V o i c e , ” c r i t i s i s i n g  the S p a r t a c u s t s .  Quite p o s s ib ly  you 
are r i g h t  when you s t a t e  th a t  i t  was a waste of  space .  I am in c l in e d  
to agree w ith  you th a t  they do not deserve so much sp ace .  But i f  
vou w i l l  read th at  a r t i c l e  a g a in ,  c a r e f u l l y ,  you w i l l  re c o g n is e  i t  as 
a ? f F l y  to  SUSDERS AOAINSI THJ£ CQtMMISI UtkOOX. These slanders are  
t u i l  being perpetuated, and In t h i s  r e s p e c t  there seems to be a u n i t 
ed fr o n t  between the S t a l i n i s t s  and the S p a r tu o ls ts  „  
you advocate that  we should completely Ignore t h e s e m a l l o l o u s  s la n d e r s .  
You consider the a t t a c k  on us in the Hover ber Spark as very  .

I l l i t e r a t e  muck." That Is  quite  u ^ u L ^ h e * ^ ^ ™  of
l e g i t i m a t e  c r i t i s i s m  f o r  a  communis • +0 e x t e n d

! h a t S« r ^ ? e ^ b i H i  a f f o r ^ a ^ n l v e r s l t y  e d u c a t i o n .  To the B M  o f  

i l l i t e r a c y  we plead g u i l t y ,  but r ®^s ®oin^and^wel^phrased" then

vmiy r#ft>rence t o  m e m b e r s  o f  the L e n i n  C l u b  d r i n k -
i»c? mp" I s  t h i s  a n o t h e r  s l a n d e r  y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  whom Ing  t o  much p u z z l e s  me. i s  t n i s  a n o i  w  ?r  u e . one or two o f

you adm ire  so  much, a r e  s p r e a d i n g t ^ ^ i t i s i s e d  f o r  i t  o p e n l y ,  i n  th e  
our comrades do d r i n k ,  a n a  have b ^  ^  tjaat  t]ie s par t -
c l u b  and n o t  b e h in d  t h e i r  ^ c k s . ^ o s t e n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  deny t h a t
a c u s t s  a r e  s u c h  a  v i r t u o u s  l o t ?  W i l l  £ > s t e n . ^  ^  f u n c U  1 am

T a s t much1 opposed8 to  * 0° z i n s ° ^ dy ^ e ? s  ^ f i g h t ^ t  o p e n l y .

£us,- sss s t m s  s
there are in  the S p a r ta o u s ts .

You say th a t  you f  ̂ Y ^ a ^ s t ^ e  o | toe  

unt ?y” S  “ heoSSa l h t e v e d .

OTB*0s f  o / c R I A l ‘ sGri Ts m n ’ Xf hoston

DID HOT IUHI approached by the l . S .
Anvw^y* we h&ve or#» &.Qabi&& oxi these

vi th« W P  w i t h  a  v i e w  to ^ y *  'j® a c h i e v e d .  C e - t a i n l y ,

s —  — u o n 8  f t t U  
t h r o u g h .  mi t o  J o 1 b u r g  and

I t  may b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  o t h e o r e t i c a l l y

s r s j s s "3 £ s ^ s  B j s j t
K o s t o n ,  B u r ia K  ana s p l i t .

th e  t e a l  ca u s e  ,o_--------- — "fcammering out
you c o n s i d e r itl t  « c n s e n s s e t 0 ttt . l i 0 h

s s s ° j s n ! r S o ? 8 S S  « 8 i t u n * in  an alBC‘"
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studyin g  books, or by taking  an a c t i v e  pa rt  and a le a d in g  part  in 
the c l a s s  s t r u g g le ?  Did not K a r l  Marx r e v i s e  his  theory on the s t a t e  
in  the l i g h t  of  the achievements and f a i l u r e s  o f  the P a r is  Commune?
That is  what we mean by "hammering out r e v o l u t i o n a r y  theory in  prac
t i s e . "  As Lenin comments on i t  " ......... Here as everywhere, his  teachA
ing is  the SUMMING UP OF EXPERIENCE. . . . . 11 (emphasis in  o r i g i n a l ) .  Io 
be a M arx is t ,  i t  i s  not s u f f i c i e n t  to have a knowledge of  what ^arx abd 
Engels wrote.  Kautsky and a l l  the re fo rm is ts  could r e c i t e  " C a p i t a l  
by h e a r t .  I t  i s  by p u t t in g  Marxism in to  p r a o t i s e ,  on the p ic k e t  l i n e ,  
the soap box, e t c .  t h a t  we prove whether we are  M arxists  or n o t .

i.hat s u rp r is e d  me most o f  a l l ,  i s  t h a t  you should have l i s t 
ened to slanderous s t o r i e s  about comrades w ith  whom you have been 
a s s o c ia t e d  fo r  many y e a r s ,  and a c c e p t  tuem without even a ^ e m p t i n g t0 
near our s id e  of  the ease .  I f ,  however, you choose tae road of  aim 
f h a i r  philosophy to that  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the day to., day s t r u g g le s  
o f  the 2orke?s tha? is  your a f f a i r .  P e r s o n a l ly  ,1  r e g r e t  l o s in g  a 
va lu a b le  comrade, but hipe th at  one day the two groups may become
re u n ite d .

I t  i s  r a th e r  s t r a n g e ,  t h a t  while  you have a l o t  t0

; r  r .:; ^ R S S w s . 's : ! s n s ’J5 'a r .“»5 f."-
p l ie d  t o  our c o r r e c t  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t io n

' f f S ’ u S R  of  l a t t e r - ^ a y  Marxism ^aliaa B u r l a p ) .

I s h a l l  be le a v in g  f o r  london a t  t M  ond o f  « * • £ “ « •  30 
probable , 1 1 1  not see you a g a in .  I t h e re fo r e  SIS you 
goodbye and the very  b e s t  of  lu»k.

io urs  f r a t e r n a l l y ,

C h a r l ie  van Gelderen (Signed)



COPY OF LETTER SENT BY C.VAis GELDEREN TO COM.G.IAiLBLEY

55, Hofmeyr S t r e e t ,
CAPE TOWN.

13th November ,1 935

Dear Comrade Lambley,

I  r e c e i v e d  your l e t t e r  o f  the 1 1 t h  i n s t .  and read 
i t  with  i n t e r e s t .  As a communist, I always welcome c r i t i c i s m  and I 
take i t  th at  you w i l l  have no o b je c t io n s  i f  my r e p l y  i s  somewhat 
c r i t i c a l  in  tone.

F i r s t ,  with  reg ard  to our a r t i c l e  in  the October 
"Workers’ V o i c e ,"  c r i t i e i s i n g  the S p a r t a c u s t s .  Quite p o s s ib ly  you 
are r i g h t  when you s t a t e  t h a t  i t  was a waste of  sp ace .  I  am in c l in e d  
to agree with  you t h a t  they do not deserve so much space.  But i f  
you w i l l  read t h a t  a r t i c l e  a g a in ,  c a r e f u l l y ,  you w i l l  re c o g n is e  i t  as 
a r e p l y  to SIANDERS AGAINST THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE. These s landers  are 
s t i l l  being perpetuated,  and in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  there  seems to be a u n i t 
ed f r o n t  between the S t a l i n i s t s  and the S p a r t u c i s t s  a g a in s t  u s .  Do 
you advocate th at  we should completely  ignore these m alic ious  s la n d e rs .  
You consider the a t t a o k  on us in the November "Spark11 as ve ry  much to 
the point  and w e l l  phrased in to  the b a r g a in ."  f l e l l ,  w e l l ,  i t  appears 
that  you s t i l l  have to  learn  the d i f f e r e n c e  between an a t t a c k  and a 
c r i t i s i s m .  One o f  the points r a i s e d  a g a in s t  us was th a t  our a r t i c l e  
was i l l i t e r a t e  - " l e t  us take a b re ath  before  plunging in to  t a i s  
i l l i t e r a t e  muck." That i s  quite  p o s s i b l e ,  but i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  not a 
l e g i t im a t e  c r i t i s i s m  fo r  a communist to make. Unlike the members o± 
the S p arta cu st  Club, we have not e x p l o i t e d  the workers to the extend 
th a t  we were able  to a f f o r d  a u n i v e r s i t y  education.  To the CRIkE or 
i l l i t e r a c y  we plead g u i l t y ,  but r e f u s e  to b lush  on account of  .
I f  th is  i s  what you consider " to  the point  and w e l l  phrased tnen 
your place  i s  r i g h t l y  with  the d i l l e t a n t e s  o f  the S p a rta c u s t  o lub.

Your re fe r e n c e  to members o f  the Lenin Club drink
ing to much puzzles me. Is  t h is  another s la n d er  your f r i e n d s , whom

back and w r i t i n g  about i t  in  s e a l ed l e x e r s ,  -l Lenin Club as
C e r t a i n l y ,  there are j u s t  as many t e e t o t a l l e r s  in  xhe ^erun
there are in  the S p a r t a c u s ts .

You say t h a t  you qu ite  agree w ith  Koston th at  had
the W.P. been more f irm  and i n s i s t e n t  a t  a ha™ n0
s t r u g g le  u n ity  w o u l d  have been * ° £ ie v e d .  DRAFTED FOR THE
idea what you are J r iT ln g  a t .  THE W.P. ^  s i n c e r e , why did
PURPOSE OF CREATING A SPLIT'. s as was o r i g i n a l l y  agreed

r  £  ^ t e^ o ^ n l c o n £ n S ? i M j -  " S ^ . ^ t o a ,

r & & .  ™

did not want u e i t y .

A n yw a y, we nave a g a i n ! » • « •
to approach the W.P. with  ^ i t y  w i l l  be ach ie ve d .  C e r t a i n l y ,
s “ f e “ S i  » ; r r w . r . s  8 U» ~ . « * >

through. i
I t  may He i n t e r e s t i n g  to w r i t ^ u p ^ a ^ J o ^ u r ^ a n ^

f i n d  out  why Gordon i s  no i o n g e r  a  mem  ̂  ̂ tie r e f u s e s  t o  f o l l o v ;  

i o n S t B - ^  a ^ O T ^ a s  they*dem and,

.  t o  t a »  o f  "Hammering out
° a S t i o n r " l % “ “ a y  we must go a h ea d  and t e a c h  

n ^ 0i S i l d " a r 5 o i hdSes M a r x i s t s  b u i l d ?  iiy s i t t i n g  i n  an a r m c h a ir
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studying books, or by taking  an a c t i v e  pa rt  and a le a d in g  part  in  
the c l a s s  s t r u g g le ?  Did not K arl  Marx r e v i s e  his  theory on the s t a t e  
in the l i g h t  of  the achievements and f a i l u r e s  o f  the P a r is  Commune? 
That is  what we mean by "hammering out r e v o l u t i o n a r y  theory in  prac
t i s e . "  As Lenin comments on i t  " . . . . . H e r e  as everywhere,  his  teachi
ing is  the SUMMING UP OF EXPERIENCE......... " (emphasis in  o r i g i n a l ) .  To
be a M a rx is t ,  i t  i s  not s u f f i c i e n t  to have a knowledge of  what ^arx ahc 
Engels w rote .  Kautsky and a l l  the r e fo r m is ts  could r e c i t e  " c a p i t a l  
by h e a r t .  I t  i s  by p u t t in g  Marxism in to  p r a c t i s e ,  on the p ic k e t  l i n e ,  
the soap box, e t c .  th a t  we prove whether we are  M arxists  or n ot .

«hat s u rp r is e d  me most o f  a l l ,  i s  t h a t  you should have l i s t 
ened to slanderous s t o r i e s  about comrades w ith  whom you have been 
a s s o c ia t e d  fo r  many y e a r s ,  and a c c e p t  them without even attem ptin g  to 
hear our s id e  of  the c a se .  I f ,  however, you choose the road of  aim 
ch air  philosophy to th at  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the day to-day  s t r u g g le s  
of  the workers th a t  i s  your a f f a i r .  r e r s o n a l l y , I  r e g r e t  lo s in g  a 
va lu a b le  comrade, but hope th a t  one day the two groups nay become 
r e u n ite d .

I t  is  r a t h e r  s t r a n g e ,  th a t  while  you have a l o t  to say
our a t t a c k  on the S p a r t a c u s ts ,  you have J e a c t io n L - ie s
Grey S h i r t  a t t a c k  on u s .  Is  i t  not strange th a t  bodv in
should pick  on us when there is  such a so v e r y  r e v o l u t i ' K r h a S

s s s - r t K  s r o a i  p o f l t l o nin the l i g h t  o f  Latter-Day Marxism ( a l i a s  Burlakism?)

t ehflii  ho lpavin a  f o r  London a t  the end of  th is  month, so I s h a l l  be le a v in g  i o i  bta vou a comradely
probable * i l l  not see you a g a in .  I th e r e fo r e  aid  J 
goodbye and the very  h e st  of  luwk.

Yours f r a t e r n a l l y ,

C h a r l ie  van Gelderen (Signed)
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P.O.Box 3501, 
Johannesburg,

South Africa,
19th November 1935

To the I.S.
I.O.L. (B.L.)

Dear Comrades, , , _
A full meeting of the Johannesburg branch of the 

Workers Party of South Africa has discussed the proposals made 
by Comrade Dubois in th© lettsr dstfcGd 12th Octobcr 1935> and it 
was decided to endorse the decision of the.Cape Town group, and 
further to bring to your notice certain points.

There is no organised group of the Communist League 
in Johannesburg as far as we know, nor are there even individuals 
who nut forward the C.L. platform; the C.L. exists only m  Cape 
Town'i one thousand miles from Johannesburg; none of the comrades 
in our branch have come into personal contact with Cape Town 
members of either group. The result is that our decision on the 
differences between the two groups is absolutely objective, and 
based on the published documents of both sides. Immersed as we 
are in the conditions of South African class struggle, we are 
able to declare that the principles underlying the accepted theses 
of the 7/orkers Party are essentially the adaptation to the_South 
African arena of the communist principles hammered out during 
Lenin’s lifetime.

The statements of the Communist League on the other 
hand, demonstrate, not principles misunderstood or wrongly# 
applied, but simply the absence of principles. This lack is 
made up by an opportunist use of revolutionary phraseology, as 
shown by the evasions with which the "7/orkers Voicefaces the 
obvious"'inconsistencies of its “platform.!I

At this stage, Y/hen the Ttalo-Abyssinian conflict#has 
deeply stirred the African population, while British Imperialism 
hypocritically poses as the champion of the oppressed - precisely 
at this stage we do not dare to weaken ourselves by uniting with 
the Communist League and diluting our ranks with opportunist elements.

Yours fraternally

K -  I o l .

Secretary (Johannesburg Branch)
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