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4. The new home - a tent town. 
Apartheid. promises the African people the 
benefits of Western Civilisation: 
life once settled and stable is now a 
struggle to survive in the open. 

5. 'Jesus will save us' says the text 
in the tent. 
But the people turned to their African 
Minister and cried, during the 
reaoval "See what Christians are doing 
to us 1 " 

6. Fine for a picnic - but not the way 
for children to live day after day 

7. The washing is done in the open -
also the cooking 

The man with the wooden leg sits in 
despair among his possessions 

.. 
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Captions to Pix (2) , 

A 36 to 40 
G 38 - 39 
E 26 - 30 
E 7 - 11, 5, 6. 

H 17 - 20 
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F 15 - 33 
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G 23 - 25 
J 1 - 2 
J35 - 44, J 34 
A 32 - 33 
A 24 - 25 
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8. Water has to be collected by the 
bucketful every day. 

9. No life for the kids! 

Captions to Pix (3) 

E 41 - 44 
E 36 - 40 

A 19 - 20 
A 21 - 23 

The 2000 are living in unbearably cramped, hot tents. The simplest 
acts of living and raising a family have become a trial for these 
victims of apartheid who committed the 'sin' of living in a black 
spot. There is a half mile walk to the rickety toilets, and 
because the children will not always walk that far, a stench hangs 
over the Tent town. The tents are overcrowded: furniture that cannot 
be sq•eezed in lies rotting and warping in the sun and rain. 
There is not a single doctor or clinic in the area. Not a single 
shop. No school for the children. T)ie nearest town is 28 miles 
away and the single bus fare is 2s 6d... The average wage 
earned by the breadwinners is £5 a month: as much as~f will go 
on transport costs alone. 1 

The rent for the tents is lOs a month. One woman said :'This place 
is our grave. ' 

' 



• 

I 

-

J __, ••• that Afl"low ia 8ollth .Atr1oa ..,. baY9 r!&h• 

onq ill 'the 'llmw hoNl•nd•' (the ~ .. tftd lib the !J:olmakei). 

In the nat ot 8olltb Atr1oa Afl1.oaa ueu are 'bleok apou• - to 

be llemld. 1h18 ta bow it ia done a 

flfo ~e_, .Atr1canll hffe been uprooted troa their haea, haTe l°" 
properiy ripta ot ~ a ceutvy, andb&Ye been IIDftd 1111:o tct cape 

that N081198lma cmmugh\. aad lddoh ploturN ahow to be :rwdn211CM11t 

.or the OODCentratton o•paa dunJlg the Sollth .Atrioan (Boer .,. Britiah) 

nr ot 1904. 

flMt place 18 Vr.,held• 1n nonhem latal. the raoval. was ordtln4 in the 

nae ot apartuid ~ the Group Anaa Jct whioh d8olaaa areaa tor 

'wbi~• 'black' 'lild1an' or 'Col.ound' occQpat:t.on. In tbeir old bolle 
' 

lcDOlll1 ·~ Butenpntt Atri.caa ha4 t:rNholc:l rights; now they baYe loat, 

~- ~1Fadliee wen told they would baTe to ll<fflt, and lene their 

hGuaea ~-taamting~ All tt.y could carry w1 th tbtlll vu pit Oil lord.• -

hind ~ the OoYftl llllt u4 tor vb1ch each f'lllily had to llt¥ 15 - 1n 
!'" ' • 

aany i:onaonth'a vapa. Unbaneatecl aope nn left atud1nc ill 
the t · . the IIDft 'A8 oarr1ed oat by the go't'ei,amt •a De:parilllllt ot 
... . . trat1411 ad Dmtl.0P19Dt. . 

pg ' t "'r 



Somebody, somehow, must fill ••••• 
f • ' l' 

l'he_ ·-void . b~'ft 
by· .the ·Coftee 

carts -• 
· Br Iris . Le~pold 

THE LAST COFFEE CART.has now beep forcibly · 
removed from the streets by the Police, thuf! 

ending nearly a quarter of a century of their 
existence. · 

Africans catching the first 
early morning trains from the 
townships maue a bee-hne for 
the!!e carts upon. their arrival in 
town in the tvld dawn with only 
one thought in mind: to revive 
thei'r shiverinl? bodies with a 
cup of hot coffee .and a piece of 
buttered breari, each of which 
cost them 2½ cents. 

This helped them to start the 
day with a reserve of strength, 
for many of them faced the fact 
that they would not be back in 
their homes agafn· until dark. 

Squalor 

it involved QO hard · physical 
labour and l>'he could earn 
enough to support · her some
times very large, growing family. 

Usually· twr, women "manned" 
these cart.!> and with their 
forcible removable atiout 800 
people have beeu -deprived of . • · 
livelihood. To a lesser extent the~ 
butcher!>, bakers, dairies and 
Indian vegetable sellers ·who 
supplied . thelJl • with provisions.. 
have also b1:e11 hit 

But worst of all is the fact that 
thousands of Africans , are now 
searching for a place where they 
can have• coffee and some food 
to fortify themselves --0n their 
way to work- at dawn. and a ·· 

The number of eating houses 
and small cafes which provide 
these facilities is .inadeouatei,a11d 
no alternative to tlfe coffeP cans 
has yet been offered since their 
removal · 

·Cos~s ·up 

mained c,pen ur1bl 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon, enabling African 
workers at nearby factories to 
obtain some refreshments during 
their mid-day break. When they 
first appeared, the carts pro
vided only hot drinks. but. gradu• 
ally - tu fjll an urgent need -
they added bread: meat, . milk 
and vegetables, . and it was pos." If an .Afriear. is lucky enough 
sible for ar. African · to have to find, not· far from his place of 
what he would c·onsider to be a work, a cafe which will 'gfve htm 

· complete meal right on the food and a hot drink, be now has-
spot. to pay 5 cents each for; a :cup c,f · 

The Municipality cannot be coffee and a piece of buttered 
l blamed for ej~ting these c.arts. bread ~ •exactly douQle the 

f
r Most were extremely unhygienic. amountJle ,paid to the .carts. 

Foo<;l was left to rot. With the T~e earts, , too, allpwed hJ~ 
influx of Africans from other credlt, The shops are most un
districts there was sometimes a .likely to. 
shortage of accommodation. so ~jth the los~ o~ the 'carts, arid 
the coffee cart, was ·used •. as a ~avmg ~o. e,ating~~ouse or caf~ 
guest house, though iUegally. A m tn~ v1.cm1t~ · at atr, ther-e are 
mattress and blankets would be at this_ moment large ·'humbers , 
secreted into the · cart and · as of Africans who have to work 
many . Africans as could lie on on empty stomachs. M;my of them 
them were given shelter until are · complaining of headaches, 
the next morning. Not only does their !lealth 

• • . suffer,. but_ ~lso hungry woi:kers A living· are meff1ctent. In factgries 
~ · which are · unable to. , provii:f e 

Not only.men, but also women, canteens, this cannot _4il· to 
made use of these facilities and cause a fall in theil'.,.,1>roductimi 
one starry night there wa·s a figures, which, could . have , "far.' 
great fuss in one o'f . the carts, reaching consequenc~s. · ·· · 
followed some hourfliter by 'the There is now an urgent need 

, stifled cry of a new.;l)orn ·batiy, to replace the catering servlce of' 
there amid. 1all ' the Mod, drink:, which these Africans have bee'n 
bedding and bodies'. •, 1~ A deprived. 

Some'· of the carts, ' concealed . ,,Ln -.:dea 
_not dnly .mattresses tut . also .rJ.- ., 
~tensits ,, -fo11 , . brewing 11 illegali • ... •- t. . _ ,- _ •~r 
.liquor. Many, . .an Jnn.ooent-Jooking Pllr~aps , JlYgJen'1cal1Y~on~lc• :,, 
coJf_ee cart ;Ser.Ying its 1queues··of te,d "movable kitchens" coul~ be 
African _ workers ~uring· the day hired by · th~- npw., destitute 
turned ..int_o a shebeen as soon as former owners of the 'carts ·under 
darkness fell . It was difficult for licence and strict superv!sio.n, 
the polic~ to ke~p a check on Whatever 1t ·!Jlay be; ·1et .. us . 
all ,of.. them. ~s .they numbered hope that .we ~hall i;lb longer be 
approximately four hundred. reminded ·or the · plight of these 
. , Most ·or them . were owned by thousands of. Aftjcans whenever -. 
women. It was fair!y easy for a we sit ddwn comfortably to ordfr •. 
-widow, leJt with few r_esources, a cup of .coffee · and the waiter'., 
to make a living in this way for I asks: " Black or white, please'?'" 
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A periodical review of South African affairs in the context 
of world trends and thought 
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Whose Century? 
I HE London Economist -recently wrote that "while this looks to be indi~

putably Dr. Verwoerd's year, it is also indisputable that it is the Black 
Man's ceritury." 

Is it? 
The Economist's statement was made in the context of South African 

happenings, but the question clearly extends far beyond into the world at large. 
It also reaches back through half a millenium to the time when Europeans, 
with new-found vitality, went out from the world they knew faring forth in 
search of adventure. 
· New worlds and new races were discovered and taken in possession. The 
questing spirit led men also to new understanding of nature and new sources 
of physical power. The discoveries were rewarded with material wealth, and 
among Western people themselves old relationships broke down and society 
was disrupted. 
. New relationships emerged. Philosophers in Europe spoke of liberty, 
equality and fraternity; statesmen in America of individual rights which they 
deemed self-evident. The Frenchmen rose against their rulers in France, the 
Americans against theirs in Britain. But all this was of and by and for White 
men. The assumption that the White man would hold sway throughout the 
earth and that the dark man would be subservient remained in practice, if 
not -in theory, u_nchallenged. 

RSA WORLD appears under the patronage of Dr. J. E. Holloway, previously South 
Africa's Secretary for Finance, Ambassador in Washington and High Commis
sioner in London. I t is edited by Mr. Alexander· Steward, author and journalist 
and for 20 years until recently foreign service officer in Africa, Europe, North 
America and Britain. 
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It was not challenged until yesterday. Today colonialism, which 
embodied the assumption of supremacy, is dead. The symbols of supremacy are 
gone and the flags of Ceylon and Gabon fly beside the Union Jack and the 
Tricolor. The dark people have a new status and dignity, and its recognition 
becomes a measure of civilised society no less than freedom of worship or the 
inviolability of person and property. 

This, by any standard, is a momentous change in the condition of man, and 
the imagination of many a mind has been captured. . 

BUT the captive has been abducted and carried quite away. The liberal 
euphoria of the post-war years assigned to the dark people a role in world 

affairs totally beyond their capacity, and the dark people proceeded to try to 
perform it - with a show of limousines, lavish halls, summit meetings, 
communiques, grandiose schemes, threats and jargon. 

Others accepted what they heard and what they saw at face value. Great 
powers competed feverishly for the dark peoples' favours. Solemn discussions, 
areas of newspaper space, television lights were devoted to their new 
significance (their overriding significance, many said) in humanity's destiny. 

Even their essential weakness - their inordinate numbers which continually 
outstrip the growth of their resources - was seen in the euphoric mood as the 
sign of vitality and power. The clash to be feared (said men like Adlai 
Stevenson) was the one between the underdeveloped and the developed 
worlds . Even here in the Republic, the most ardent of White nationalists 
quoted Spengler and asked: Is Western Civilisation indeed doomed? 

And yet relatively the dark people are powerless - industrially, technolo
gically and militarily. A handful of European companies can match their total 
productivity and a single Polaris submarine can outmatch their total striking 
power. The position of the White man is stronger today than it ever has been. 
From outside it is unchallengeable. 

Is this the reason, then, for questioning the Economist's assertion that the 
20th. century is indisputably the Black man's? 

Not alone. 
The century began before the T-model Ford, and long before it has ended 

vehicles are travelling through space at thousands of miles an hour. Immeasur
able energy has been discovered within the minutest part of matter, and 
disease is nearing its final defeat. In the last 65 years there has been more 
advancement in the knowledge of man and in the control of his environment 
than in all the ages that have gone before, and this has been exclusively the 
achievement of Western man. 

But there, some say, is the very seed of destruction. The pale men are effete, 
the dark men are viri le. A civilisation reaches its zenith, weakens and falls. 
Like a living organism, it is born, grows to fullness, degenerates and dies. So 
they say. But is a civilisation a single living organism, a single tree with an 
allotted span, or is it the forest that grows on through the ages? Is each civili
sation doomed by nature to extinction; or when it dies, does it die of unnatural 
causes - murder, suicide? 

Very well, some will say, then Western civilisation is committing suicide. It 
has over-reached itself. Technology, science, reason have raced out ahead 
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of spiritual growth and thus out of control. Worse than that there has been, 
not spiritual growth, but retrogression. Consider the divorce rate and the new 
generation. The scientific age is going to blow itself to hell. Technologically 
Western civilisation is a millionaire and morally a bankrupt. 

THIS division of mankind's condition into two watertight compartments 
marked "material" and "spiritual" -as though they were self-contained and 

· interactive, if at all, only fortuitously - is not acceptable to a conservative's view 
of things. Beethoven's music could not have existed without the technological 
equipment for its playing, nor would we know the Lord's Prayer without pen, 
parchment, paper and the printing press. 

In this century, as in no other, the interaction within a single design is being 
dramatically, compulsively revealed. Arnold Toynbee foresees the imminent 
rebirth of religion (and he notes the interaction), "because of the over
whelming spiritual responsibility that technological progress had thrust upon 
us." 

This is the view of the historian. The impact on the ordinary man is more 
direct and overwhelming. He notes that, more clearly than the psalmist ever 
could, a group of gallant young Russians and Americans "have looked at the 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which thou hast 
established." 

Half a millenium ago, stout Cortez stood on that peak in Darien surveying 
a newly-revealed portion - a tiny segment - of the earth's surface. Today a 
man called White - a member of the same civilisation as Cortez - surveys in a 
single glance the rounded earth in all its entirety. 

It is mysterious and miraculous. The thought that men are made in the 
image of God assumes a new significance. 

Such is the yield of Western civilisation . There has been no century in 
creation like the 20th. and none whose triumphs have belonged more exclusively 
to one branch of the human family. This carries with it responsibility and 
not least towards the dark people who ( despite the running down and up of 
flags) remain dependent for a decent life on the Western world. 

Genesis of 
a Paralogism 

The real danger of the false arguments 
against South African policy is that 
many of those who use them believe 
them. 

THE CURRENT CRITICISM of South African policy is that the en
lightened features of apartheid are being sloughed off, and that the inner 

truth is being revealed for what it always was : White baasskap. · 
This particular criticism, merits apart, is a good example of how charges 

against South Africa originate and gain currency : 
The most articulate of the liberal critics of South African policy is the editor 

of the Rand Daily Mail. On March 27 he wrote a special article which was 
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entitled "Subtle Turn Back to Baasskap", and he referred again to the 
subject on May 8. 

His arguments were these : that the policy of autonomous homelands of 
their own for the Bantu was conceived as an answer to world hostility ("We 
must remember that the Bantustan concept was developed by the Prime 
Minister as a defensive response to international pressure"); that this response 
was no longer necessary because of the easing of international pressure ("It 
has become plain in the last six months that the world is in no position and no 
mood to attempt anything drastic against South Africa"); that the Bantustan 
concept was being quietly de-emphasised in favour of intensified economic 
integration, and that control of social integration was being tightened 
("Government policy is tending to revert to old-style wit baasskap"). 

The new line was followed by other local critics. The Johannesburg Star 
wrote : "The mask has dropped. Gone are the fair words about separate 
freedoms for all." The Johannesburg Sunday Times political columnist wrote : 
"Apartheid which began as baasskap has gone full circle and is now back to 
baasskap again. It was thought it would mould society exactly the way it 
wanted. it - reverse the integration of non-Whites into the White economy, 
restore crumbling tribal structures. (Now) Cabinet spokesmen tell us that 
territorial separation is no longer of primary importance." 

The line of reasoning was echoed abroad. On May 8, the London Economist 
headed an article, "Back to Baasskap ?" Quietly, it stated, the South African 
Government was undergoing a momentous change of policy towards its 
African subjects. The Bantustan policy had been popular enough when (in 
1963) the outside threat to Africa was at its height. Now the threat of sanctions 
had receded. Economic integration was no longer regarded as disastrous but 
as the way to salvation, and with it separate development, "in its geographic 
or Bantustan form", was being abandoned. 

THIS case indicates the process of opinion-building which Time magazine 
recently described as "the incestuous inter-quote". Through two decades 

South Africa has had experience of it. An argument originates locally, is then 
picked up overseas, is then quoted at home as outside corroboration of the 
original view, is then re-exported reinforced and so goes back and forth from 
strength to strength. For purveyors and audience alike, the inter-quote is 
enough to give credence to the argument : the evidence on which it is based 
is freed from examination. 

In the present case a basis in fact for the argument - that the Bantustan 
concept is an expedient of recent years and that separate development for 
South Africa's White and Black peoples was seen by the architects of apart
heid as dependent on clean-cut geographical separation - is totally lacking. 
The evidence points precisely in the opposite direction. 

It goes back a long way. In the first half of the 19th. century the Voortrekker 
leader, Piet Retief, made the following statement: "We do not want to take 
their territory from them (the Bantu). We want to establish our own state and 
we will respect their state and their rights. We will live together as good neigh
bours, but if they attack us then I will assuredly wreak vengence." 

This is the "recent expedient" of the argument - or, rather, paralogism. 
(contd. on page 103) 
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RSA W O R L D T-R-E-N-D-0-G-R-A-M* 
(* deals with trends not events) 

• William Foster, director of U.S. Disarmament Agency, openly 
proposes U.S. should work for Soviet co-operation even at expense of 
present alliances. This view said to have backing of top Presidential 
advisers like Dean Rusk, McGeorge Bundy. Accordingly, Moscow/ 
Washington relationship becomes v ital consideration in waging 
Vietnam war. 

• Apprehension among Germans that de Gaulle seeks arbitrary 
Franco-Russian settlement of European affairs turns Bonn's 
preference more firmly from Paris to Washington. Chancellor Erhard 
describes U.S., Germany as " strongest pillars" of Western alliance. 
But Bonn may have to think again as trend indicated in previous 
paragraph develops. Relations with Paris/Washington w ill be major 
factor in German general election due September. Other factors: 
(1) transfer of education and fiscal powers from states to central 
government; (2) support or otherwise of powerful Herr Strauss for 
present Chancellor; (3) British entry into Europe; (4) possibility of 
grand coalit ion between ruling Christian Democrats and opposition 
Social Democrats. 

• China summarily rejects recent Russian suggestion for throwing 
veil over Moscow-Peking dispute. Accordingly China exploits Vietnam 
.situation to full to discredit Russia in eyes of communist, non-aligned 
world. At Indonesian Communist Party congress Soviet representative 
charges China with " provocative slanderous attacks" on Russian 
policy. Third World looks on undecided and somewhat fearful of both. 

• Growing realisation of mutual interests by South America , South 
Africa point to possibility of future S.A.-S.A. axis in Southern 
Hemisphere. Factors of co-operation: (1) restlessness of Latin 
American states w ith dependence on U.S.; (2) disenchantment with 
Afro-Asian partners in Third World ; (3) Pretoria's good relations with 
three European capitals (Lisbon, Madrid, Paris) w ith influence in Latin 
American affairs ; (4) economic advantage ; (5) geography. Lead ing 
RSA industrialists see great potential for investment, closer trade with 
Argentine, Brazil , Chile. Argentine businessmen speak of exporting 
pedigree cattle, cotton, wheat, tea to Walvis Bay, Cape Town ; 
importing t inplate, iron ore, manganese. 
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• RSA Foreign Minister Hilgard Muller says only two of ideals set out 
in Charter of Organisation of African Unity cannot be supported by 
RSA: (1) concept of arbitration for settlement of internal disputes; 
(2) non-alignment. For rest, Minister pays tribute to "realism evident 
in simple, clear terms of O.A.U. Charter." He adds RSA understands 
young African states face difficult task in maintaining peace, order, 
independence. Because of aftermath of colonialism they tend to 
attribute ulterior motives to any offer of co-operation by RSA. Never
theless, declares Minister, co-operation will grow as benefits become 
apparent. 

• Notable change occurs in alignment of Africa's Black states. Moise 
Tshombe's Congo until recently regarded as enemy-in-chief of 
emergent Africa becomes full member of French-speaking Afro
Malagasy group. (This group has total population exceeding 50 million, 
total area exceeding 3 million square miles, immense potential wealth). 
Threat of isolation switches instead to radical states of Ghana in West 
and Tanzania in East. Ghana's neighbours react against Nkrumah's 
leftist leanings, subversive intentions. Tanzania's neighbours -
particularly Malawi, Kenya - fear Nyerere's ties with Peking. 

• "Freedom Fighters" from Mocambique receive military training at 
Tanzania refugee camp supported by United Nations. On completion 
of training they join rebel bands waging guerrilla war against Por
tuguese troops in Mocambique. Declares U.N. representative in 
Tanzania (Dutch-born G. de B. Kemper): "We are not helping this 
military training. Any money we provide is meant merely for settlement 
of refugees. I imagine this sort of thing is side-line down there. They 
are at liberty to do as they please." 

• Meantime Portugal's Foreign Minister Alberto Nogueira expresses 
optimism about Portugal's African territories: "We believe we have 
surmounted the most serious situations ; many African countries now 
realise Portugal's policy represents important factor for order, law 
stability on continent." And Lord Russell comments there is no other 
territory in Africa where African or coloured person can live more 
happily than in Mocambique or Angola. 

• Signs grow in U.S. of impatience with evangelical rhetoric of White 
House. Agreement exists about desirability of exalted domestic and 
international aims of President's hortatory effusions, but doubt also 
about Administration 's ability to change world at home and abroad. 
Many see such declarations as out of character and demand may grow 
for brass-tack statements from brass-tack LBJ (and for sacking of 
present ghost-writers). 
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(contd . from page 100) 

The fault in the reasoning is clear : the actual evidence shows that the idea 
of homelands of their own for White and Black had its origin several genera
tions ago when the immigrant races were moving into and settling the . 
sub-continent. At the same time their economic need of one another and the 
presence of large numbers of Black people in the White man's land have 
always been self evident, and from the beginning hav.e been recognised by the 
policy of apartheid : 

IN 1948 when the National Party came to power, the Prime Minister (Dr. 
Malan) declared that for non-Whites apartheid meant the creation of 

opportunities for free development in conformity with their own character 
and capacity. For Whites it meant a new sense of security resulting from the 
safeguarding of their own future and identity, and for each it meant peaceful 
mutual relations and co-operation for the common weal. The Bantu territories 
should be made to carry a larger population and the Bantu in the White 
city areas should live in their own townships. 

In 1950 the Minister of Native Affairs (Dr. Jansen) told Parliament that 
apartheid sought the development of the European and the Bantu side by 
side and not intermingled. The interdependence of the two groups was 
recognised, he said, but in the European areas the interest of the European must 
be the dominating factor, while in the Bantu areas the interest of the Bantu 
should predominate. 

In the same year the Group Areas Act was passed to make long-term 
provision for a place of their own within th e White areas for the non-White 
people, and since that time great sums of state money have been devoted to 
providing accommodation in those areas for hundreds of thousands of them. 

In 1958 an official statement declared : "The description of apartheid by 
members of the Government and the nature of its implementation show 
conclusively that its objective is not total territorial segregation ... It is a 
policy for the development of Bantu as Bantu and of Europeans as Europeans 
wherever they m ay be in the country." 

In 1959 the legisla tion which put the Bantu territories on the road to 
autonomy (the "Bantustan" Act) was passed. At the time the Minister of Bantu 
Administration (Mr. de Wet Nel) declared that the personal and national 
ideals of every group could best be developed within its own national 
community. And in 1962, he wrote that apartheid's concern was not only with 
political borders on a map but also with " the borders of national conscious
ness." (see RSA WORLD, File 1, No. 5, page 67). 

Then, during the recent Parliamentary session, the Prime Minister (Dr. 
Verwoerd) declared: "The crux of the policy of separation is political 
separation. The basic standpoint is that the Bantu and the Whites will have 
their political future apart from one another ... Territorial separation is 
important but it is not the crux of the policy of separation." 

This statement the paralogists represent as a reversal of policy. On the 
contrary, it is the summation of a long and singularly consistent history of 
acts and declarations ... 

But what happens when a paralogism is exposed to the penetrating light of 
a Court of L aw? ... Turn page and read on 
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Wanted • • • The Evidence 
It is one thing to hurl accusations from platform, 
pulpit and press; something different to sub
stantiate them in a Court of law. 

TH E INDICATIONS are that it will be some time yet before the Inter
national Court of Justice at the Hague gives judgment in the South West 

Africa case. But already a momentous decision has been taken, the 
implications of which reach far beyond South West Africa and strike at the 
heart of the general charge made by the international community against the 
Republic. 

There is no room for doubt about the nature of that charge; it is simply 
that the policy of apartheid oppresses non-White people. The accusation has 
come from governments, newspapers and churches, from professors and 
private citizens, from White people, Brown, Yellow and Black. 

The condemnation has been near-unanimous. Through all the years since 
the war and through every medium at her disposal South Africa has made her 
reply and gone on making it. But there has been no opportunity for hearing; 
her voice has been no more than a whisper in the world-wide storm. 

Nevertheless her determination to follow her own course has been main
tained; and some years ago now the international community saw the 
mandated territory of South West Africa as the best means of bringing her to 
book. In 1953 the United Nations established a Committee on South West 
Africa; and its annual reports,. bearing the imprimatur of a world organisation, 
were regarded as authoritative and had wide influence on governments and 
people. Each year they were used as a launching pad for new attacks. 

The Committee's views were unequivocal. It reported in 1960 that under 
the policy of apartheid the welfare and interests of the non-White people were 
"completely subordinated to the policy of White supremacy" (para 125). 
It reported in 1962 that it was obvious that under apartheid "the Native African 
is a social outcast and a prisoner in his own country, denied all basic human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. As a human being he is deemed and 
treated as an inferior, whose only purpose and role in life is to serve the White 
man. Thus he leads a bare, spare life with no incentive or sense of purpose" 
(para. 102). In the same year is declared that conditions in South West Africa 
were such that "only intervention by the United Nations can prevent armed 
racial conflict in Africa" (para. 161). 

It was upon the advice of this Committee and its findings that Liberia and 
Ethiopia invoked the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice in 1960. 
Their charge was specific : South Africa had violated the mandate over South 
West Africa given her by the League of Nations in 1920. In particular the 
application of apartheid was incompatible with the Mandate's requirement 
for the promotion of the well-being of the inhabitants. 

(contd. on page 106) 
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(contd. from page 104) 

The army of accusers were exultant: within the stately walls of the World 
Court, apartheid would be dealt its coup de grace. They were carried clear 
away by the exuberance of their own accusations. 

South Africa viewed the situation differently. Confidence in the basic 
justice of her policy had never faltered, and now had come the opportunity 
to have it tested in a court of law. The country's leading experts were called 
in - ethnologists, educationists, geographers, economists, administrators - and 
an immense amount and range of information on the administration of the 
territory was brought together, sifted and collated. In January 1964 a 
monumental "counter-memorial", consisting of thousands of precisely 
documented pages, was submitted to the Court. 

THE evidence was overwhelming. For instance: that in 1962 the percentage 
of non-White children of school-going age at school in South West Africa 

was 42.45 compared with an average percentage for Africa well under 25; that 
in 1963 the number of hospital beds for non-White patients was 7.5 per 1,000, 
compared with 3 per 1,000 in Liberia (in 1960) and less than 1 per 1,000 in 
Ethiopia (in 1956); that population increase in South West Africa averaged 
2.1 per cent. per annum under Pretoria's management, compared with 0.8 
per cent. in Ethiopia and 1.4 per cent. in Liberia; that the proportion of non
White men engaged in commercialised production in South West Africa was, 
at 59 per cent., one of the highest on the continent. 

The case proper opened in March last, and was expected to continue until 
the end of the year at least. By early June, Ethiopia and Liberia had with
drawn their charge of oppression. The original allegations that South Africa's 
administration was "arbitrary, unreasonable, unjust and detrimental to human 
dignity" and that it "suppressed the rights and liberties of the inhabitants" 
were dropped. In the words of counsel for South Africa, Ethiopia and Liberia 
had made it clear "that they no longer rely on any case in which they allege 
oppressive conduct, improper motives, bad faith, wrongful intent or purpose 
by South Africa, or that measured by results South Africa's policy has 
contravened or violated the Mandate." 

Ethiopia's and Liberia's case now is that South Africa has acted in breach 
of "a norm of non-discrimination" alleged to have been established by "the 
collective will" of organs of the international community. South African 
counsel maintains that this alleged norm is a technical one in the sense that 
even if a policy benefited a population it would contravene the norm for no 
other reason than that it differentiated on the basis of race. 

There is a lesson to be learnt here and Ethiopia and Liberia have learnt it : 
that it is one thing to make accusations in the United Nations and elsewhere 
but another to substantiate them before a bench of judges. Others should take 
note of this: individual nations and the United Nations, ministers and Prime 
Ministers, bishops and Archbishops. 

Some might but most won't. The reaction to a blow like this among 
prejudiced and committed people is often not penitence but frustrated fury. 
No matter. Good heart will have been added to the grim determination of 
South Africans to see this thing, and their country, through. It is enough. 
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• Loose talk in financial quarters around world tends to liken 
condition of international economy in 1965 with that preceding great 
depression of 1929. Many experts however see no parallel. 1929 
disaster was sudden, unexpected and still largely inexplicable. Present 
situation both foreseen and predictable : For years U.S. payments 
deficit and consequent outflow of dollars has lubricated Western 
world 's international payments. Current U.S. measures to curb outflow 
causes lubricant-drain, imposes strain on others ' economies -
particularly of Britain, Japan, Australia . With reasons for difficulties 
understood present situation, however worrying, differs essentially 
from 1929's. 

• Meantime plans for increasing international liquidity remain 
obscure. U.S. Treasury takes no initiative, contending U.S. payments 
deficit must first be cured . French Foreign Minister declares gold must 
remain "foundat ion of monetary ed ifice" . But he also takes line against 
goldprice increase and here rejects Rueff view thus far shared by 
de Gaulle. Where now does Pres ident stand? At time of writing answer 
unknown. Britain seeks to bring together Washington and Paris views 
but cannot well do so while each remains ill-defined. 

• Under umbrella of American/Russian detente, East-West trade 
rises sharply. Other factors involved: (1) Keener competition between 
major industrial powers for new export markets; (2) new independence 
of action among Soviet satellites; (3) Moscow/Peking dispute. All 
indications point to 1965 being record year for Communist/non
Communist trade. 

• British surcharge on imports having failed to achieve des ired 
results and British Prime Minister having ruled out possibility of 
devaluation , two most likely alternatives are: (1) introduction of 
import quotas; (2) tighter squeeze on domestic economy probably 
through rais ing indirect taxation. 

• Figures released by International Civil Aviation Organisation show 
financial boon to world's scheduled airlines of jet aircraft. Between 
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them to have a gramophone in their homes 
because is there not one in the trade union 
club? 

Such is the Chinese refrain, and though 
it is heard everywhere it is not uttered 
parrot-like but with enthusiasm. The 
piety, austerity and self-abnegation of 
China are genuine. Nevertheless they are 
not the expression of individual people 
but of a collectivised mind which is made 
in the image of Mao Tse Tung's. Mao's 
position in the world today is unique: 
leader of 750 million people, he is hero, 
philosopher, prophet and redeemer. On 
the field of battle he fought the internal 
and the external enemy. Unlike other 
Marxist revolutionaries such as Trotsky 
and Lenin, he has stayed on to shape and 
inspire his "permanent revolution" which 
he sees extending on through the centuries. 
He has invoked piety as the means of 
realising his Chinese vision - but most of 
all it is as redeemer 
that he binds and 

attitude towards Western methods and 
technology. Here is a dilemma because 
modern industrial complexes and mass 
production will provide a poor environ
ment for piety. 

Thus while acceptance of the need for 
Western techniques grows, so does the need 
for condemnation of Western people and 
their way of life. Giant posters proclaim 
"Death to the American Imperialists in 
South Vietnam" - although the leaders 
know they cannot carry a major war either 
to the "imperialist" Americans or the 
"revolutionist" Russians. Hence their sub
version in Asia and Africa and their 
diplomatic manoeuvres among the world's 
non-White people. These are the only 
weapons at present available for recovering 
their international position. 

Chou en Lai recently stated in an ex
clusive interview granted the New States

man: "Although 
the workers move

orders the mind of 
his people. 
From the beginning 
of time until 125 
years ago China 

RSA WORLD 
ment in Europe and 
North America is 
very important, an 

WITH YOUR COMPLIMENTS objective revolu-

· was, for the Chi
nese, the centre of 
the civilised· world. 
Then came the 
French and the 
Japanese. Probably 
never in history was 
a people so humil
iated, and for as 
long as the Chinese 
regard Mao 

A main object of RSA WORLD is 
to bring to others an insight into 
South African affairs which, per
haps, they may not otherwise have. 
It is hoped that readers will help in 
this. Each individual subscriber is 
therefore invited to nominate two 
peo pie - overseas friends? - to whom 
ten issues of RSA WORLD will be 
sent with his compliments at no 
extra charge. 

tionary situation 
does not yet exist 
in these continents. 
Objectively a revo
lutionary situation 
is produced, above 
all, in backward 
regions. In Asia 
and Africa espe
cially there are 
such situations, due 
to the frenzied op-

whether alive or 
dead - as their re-
deemer from hu-
miliation, they are likely to continue to 
speak and act with one mind - his. 

THE pride of the Chinese is their strength 
and their weakness. In industrial 

capacity China cannot compare with the 
Western nations, and individually the 
people are poor. Four of every five of them 
are still on the land; they gather their 
harvests by hand and irrigate their fields 
with water carried in wooden buckets. 
Factory organisation and techniques are 
antiquated: unskilled workers earn R20 
a month; skilled workers, R50. Progress 
has been blocked by a disdain for the 
customs of others, and only now are the 
first breaks discernible in the arrogant 
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pression of impe
rialism. This is why 
these regions must 

secure our main attention." (The other 
reason is that Europe and North America 
are too powerful). 

Chou speaks in the Marxist-Leninist 
idiom. But behind the communist front 
is the deeper drive to win for China a 
primary position in the world. This 
is the force which Mao has used to col
lectivise the Chinese mind and to harness 
it to the austere, industrious and dedicated 
life and to unquestioning service to the 
state. It is not the explosion of a nuclear 
bomb but this singleness of consciousness 
and purpose that constitutes the strength 
of Red China and its threat to others. 



MACMILLAN/VERWOERD ON POLITICS 

ANTITHESIS 

W HEN THE PRIME MINIS
TER of Britain, Mr. Mac

millan, was in South Africa some 
years ago, he tried to explain to me 
on a particular occasion what his 
political philosophy was. 

He said that one imagined in vain 
when one was in power that one could 
influence the destiny of one's nation 
or of nations or the trend of history; 
that no government could do so. All 
it can do is to ensure that it remains 
in power : it can then govern the 
country and it will find that what 
would have happened in the ordinary 
course of events will happen in any 
event. 

A government is like a boat which 
is in the middle of a river. It is 
carried along in mid-stream by the 
streams of public opinion and there is 
very little that the government can do 
about it. All it can do is to see to it 
that it remains in power, and in order 
to be able to do that it has to see to it 
that it does not strand on either the 
left bank or the right bank. 

When it sees therefore that in 
the broad stream of public opinion 
opposite ideas are gaining so much 
ground that they threaten to force the 
boat on to one of the banks, it must 
see to it that it remains in mid-stream 
even if in order to do so it has to 
adopt some part of its opponents' 
policy in order to get to the middle 
of the stream of public opinion again. 

Mr. Macmillan said this to me 
because he knew that I was advo
cating the establishment of a Republic 
and that I believed in a fixed colour 
policy, and he wanted to bring it 
home to me that I would not be able 
to achieve these aims because I was 
heading up-stream and that history 
would take its course. 

Well, my reply to him was that if 
the boat was simply kept in the 
middle of the stream by an oppor
tunistic government just so as to be 
able to remain in power, such a 
government might well succeed in 
steering clear of the banks, but that it 
overlooked the fact that there might 
be a waterfall ahead and that it might 
be overtaken by a greater disaster 
than would have been the case if it 
had merely stranded on one of the 
banks. 

I said that I preferred to run up
stream : that I preferred to set a 
course for myself rather than be 
carried along willy-nilly by the 
stream; that I believed that in that 
way I would be able to exercise some 
influence over the course of history 
and that I would then be in a position 
to ensure the fulfilment of the desire 
of that section of the nation whose 
support I enjoyed. 

I mentioned by way of an example 
the establishment of the R epublic. 

We left it at that. 

Dr. H. F. Verwoerd, Hansard 
for February 1-5, 1965. 
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HISTORY HEGEL 

SYNTHESIS 

HEGEL MAINTAINED that 
society and all the principal parts 

of its structure - its laws, morals, 
religions, institutions advanced 
under the continual tension of in
ternal forces and their endless read
justment by thought. All the elements 
of a culture formed a unit; these 
several elements expressed the spirit 
of the people who created them, and 
the history of a people was the process 
in which it realised and unfolded its 
unique contribution to the whole of 
human civilisation. 

The great philosopher conceived 
the world as an endlessly moving 
equilibrium. Contrary forces supplied 
the dynamic of history, but balance 
could never be permanent; it merely 
gave a continuity and direction to 
change. Each change itself was at 
once continuous and discontinuous 
- carrying forward the past and also 
breaking with it in order to create 
something new. 

The opposition of the contrary 
forces was ,never absolute. The de
struction of one position in a contro
versial situation was never complete. 
Both sides were partly right and partly 
wrong; and when the rights and 
wrongs had been properly weighed, a 
third position emerged which united 
the truth contained in both. 

This Hegel believed to be the fun
damental insight that Plato had 
embodied in his dialogues; and 

accordingly he adopted Pl<1;to's word, 
'dialectic', as the name of the process. 

History, maintained Hegel, had its 
own solutions to problems which even 
the wisest of men understood only in 
small degree. Great men neither made 
nor guided it, but at the most 
they understood a little and co
operated with forces enormously more 
massive than their own will and 
understanding. 

From the point of view of the 
human actors, history was a union of 
irony and tragedy; from the point of 
view of the Whole it was a spiral 
advance. 

But the political gen~us existed. 
However he was a gemus less by 
virtue of his own ability than because 
he identified himself with a 'principle' 
- not with this or that body of opinion 
but with the force or trend that was 
running and that was not discernible 
to lesser men. By grasping der Gang 
der Sache selbst (the inner 'go' of 
events), he perceived that there was a 
logical next step or manifest destiny 
inherent in the state of affairs. 

Great men were therefore instru
ments of impersonal forces that lay 
below the surface of history. They 
bowed before, and worked together 
with, the 'innate logic of events. 

History led the wise man. It 
dragged the fool. 

(see G. H. Sabine's "A History of 
Political Theory", Chapter xxx) 
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