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FIGHTING TALK .

P .O . Bo* 4088

/
Johanne ? ourg

Tne Congress of Democrats,

Durban.

Leer Friends,

At the end of 1954 you owed FIGHTING TALA 

£ 3 .3s. Since then « •  have continued to send you 36 copies « 

month, so your account Is now £ 5 .“ a. We have never received 

a payment from you. Do you receive the magazine? I f  so, do yau 

sell the three dozen copies? Please let us hear from you.

We w ill have to stop sending you your monthly order 

if  we do not hear from you before the end of May, when our J t M  

issue is appearing. There is a good demand for FIGHTING TALK 

these day* . .  but far too l itt le  income fro *  sales, so wo 

w ill  be compelled to stop supplies to poor payers. We would 

not like t# do that in your case, so look forward to your 

cheque, and to hearing from you.



, ^ r r 'f^ p p fX  S X f& Y

LQ

_  --- —  - fo JlfS

SVifV ntf

J o  , f „ o y

6 V

oo/- y ° fJ o  <J I

* o  ' " T S j  w

T Jsp b ff

"% 3 DIOANI



j. u  . f  > »

-rad / * w

?  b  I£**.

<r
t\jU+yJ d7

V - ^  J - ~ /- —I 4

'  0 ?  t ~

^ i v  x / u

y(<+*~jL /^tv*>y ^ ^l>7 ^

/< W  /« W ,  '<♦* -2^ ŷ-rt 1>
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SOI'TH AI RK AN CONGRESS OF [DEMOCRATS

PHONE n m:\ ,|EU> OFPlcF.
3, SOMERSET HOUSE,

110. FOX STREET, 

P.O. box tow. 
JOHANNESBURG. 

30th May,1955.

w
The Br'cieh S^retary,
DuiixTi:
I . . 3o:: 7U/,
Durban.

Dear Friend,

Thank you for your letter of the 24th May. As requested ire 

are enclosing a detailed account of literature sup/lied to you, and shall be

plr;a. ed if you will endeavour to let us have a settlanait.

We have passed on your instructions re "Fighting T-Uc* to the

Conrrittee.

We note that in future we should only send 30 copiesof Speakers 

!.otes etc. We are thus sending you under separate oover 3D copies of Resolutions 

|SUbEnt.e i bv the li.E.C, for National Conference. He sent you some time back copies 

of the Chairman's r>port to Conierence tnd x political discussion notes to be used 

as a basis for discussion at Conference. Although we wrote and asked you for an 

acknowledge* t of receipt of these documents we have heard nothing. *e are 

c n: letely in the dark as to nh4t mail you receive and what you d_- not^ as you 

know taore has be<n material that has gone astray. Please let us know whether you 

rec.e-ze ese resclutiona. It is important for us to kncwr whit the position is.

V.e t,rist these resolutions together with the other reports *  ntioned will be discussed 

by your region, and *  at you rill aend in your own resolutions to Conference as soon 

as po^sibJ.e. Deadline, shoul \ be June lBth. Please elect delegates for Conference 

'■"ti ich is being held on June 24th a day before the C .O .K  We have writt-en previously



a b o u t C o n fe re n c e , b u t  don ’ t  knew w h e th e r  yo u  r e c e l r e d  th e  l e t t e r .

P lease let me fcave a reply right away.

Yours fratromU-ly,

Nitional Secretary

P.S. Last Tredc we sent you 1000 leaflets calling for a National Day of Protest 
against Senate Bill. We hope^ you received tJem . We ran a telegran 

xmi campaign calling for a National Day of Protest, m i  the reaiorp e of the 
public who wixlingly paid their V- wa s gratifying. Approx aately 1500 
telegrams wore sent to Strauss aa ing him to call for a National Day of Protest,

le h me h:HVe re>urt of your "ercbership. number
it i  ft Vn"  n°^  UL» 1J ter* ture sold, activ ities , furctions
etc. it is needed ;or the Sec’r e t & r /1 s r-port to Conference.

.  'vrl*



the Secretary.
I*A«C« 0»D«i 
f .O .  Boot 1 2 9 4 . 
Fort WLloabeth.

V

Dear Ttland,

Under i«p«r«t« e m r  we *re sending 20 copies 
•f  the Resolutions to be submitted to Conference sn too 
24th JOS*. Tou should here received the Chairman 
pOliteal notes for discussion, and wo trust tbJJ* h* ^ . b#*n 
a lac as sod toy toot bhx Mmtoors. Please lot us hors 7°®* 
resolution* for Conference, ond any anendnents to tho I*K.C. 
resolutions which you wish to nowe.

Wo trust you will send dologotos to Conference

which is toeing hold one doy b*J#rt. c*0*p‘ !£B~T!n?iy If iietini 
can toot with yof, that wo would welcene tho opportunity of neeting

♦  iso or two of your aeobers again* Wa never hsre *ny response
..._ mi maii that wo sond you* and 1 would approciato it
If  you aoknowlodgo rocoipt of such nail. Wo would than know whethsr 

you oro getting tho notorial.

Please lot «o have a report of jmar 
Just in nn-ffr—  _ paid up and others, litereture sold, aotlTities, 
K l c t l S n S r ^ y  raised oii. etc. I*need this in fo «tio n  for the 
organisational report to Conference, so pleese attend to it 

lasesd lately.

With best wishes,
i *

Tours fraternally,

> ' 1 ' x .

Rational Secretary,
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2nd Juna ,1955*

Tha Sacratary,
S.A. Coloured Paoplas Organisation,

Dear Frland,

Ka art holding oar National Confaranca on 
Frrlday 24th Juna at Kholvad Houaa, 27 Markat Straat. Tha 
moaning will taka placa at 2*P*M*

Wa hava plaaaura In Inviting your organlaatlon to 
sand a fratarnal dalagata to our Confaranca. In tinas Ilka 
thasa when tha fight agalnat fascia* and for paaca l«inora 
urgant than arar. your axprassion of solidarity in tha fora 
of graatlngSf will ha valuad by ua»

tfa trust wa shall haar fro« you shortly,

Thank you,

Yours faithfully,

I

Sacratary.

J #
¥ W ‘



’ u 7.A. Congress of Democrats
c m  W*it«rn Region

P .O .B o x  4552 ,
CAPS Town.

1 3 /6 /5 5

The Secretary,
African National Congress ,

P .O .Box  1294,
Port Elizabeth .

Deer Friend,

We aend the following message to your Annual

Provincial Conference.

"Ae an organisation reore pen ting the ’irogreaslva Europeans

of the Western Cape,we extend brotherly greetings to the

African National Congress.May our close ties and cooperation

be ever Improved so that united we can march to a democratic

South Africa.W e believe that a leri-e eectlon of the 2urone»n«

will soon learn that they can only liberate themselves from the

yoke of Strydom Fascism by alliance with the Non Euroooans# lie,
r

the vanguard of the orogresslve Europeans, urge all npo^Tes ' 

of 3outh Africa  to unite and march to freedom for a l l .

Let our slogans be— Eauallty now U  Forward to Freedom.

L .B .Lee '/arden  V .P .

Chairman.
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S.A. Congress of Democrats
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1

P . 01 Box 4552,

Can tfwon.

1 3 /6 /5 5 .

The Secreat*ry, J

Cape Province,

African National Conpreas,

P .O .Box  1294 ,

Port Elizabeth .

Dear Mr.Tehunungwa, wi

Thank you for your not? ppklng for a massage 

for your annual conference.Although the not** wap ad£rep«>ed tc & r  

me personally ,I bpsuiup that It  Ip Intended for tY*  C .O .D . Enclosed 

olease find e mespage from our executive.

Yours fratprnplly,
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• SOUTH AFRICAN  CONGRESS OF  D E M O C R A T S

»

HEAD OFFICE;
PHONE »-«#kwysstuk N o ......  5, SOMERSET HOUSE,

Geltry by . < " o " £ ...................... no. fox street,

DeW . ............  po BOX
............................ ................................................. . JOHANNESBURG.
Tte.....................r ^

Datum........................20th June,1955 .

Verwysiv 3 Hn ..................

The Secretary,

A ,.B .C . |
Johannesburg•

Dear Friend ,

Jn m d a y  24th Cun . at Kholvad Hous. at 2 .p . » .  

This  massag. from Chief Luthull .a s  recelv .d  
iUA ...... »-■ n. for a message *itn wnicnin response to a request bf u m»9sage nill be the

on*ouxUIg.nda»r*^C* b » ll  b. pleased i f  your nominee .111 

be there at 2*p«®*

We trust IlOU .1 1 1  be a b l . to send a nominee.

Thanking you, 

Yours fa ith fu lly ,

OS
‘ L

national Secretary .
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Chief A.J. Luthuli,
P .O . Groutville llis.iori, 
Via Durban.

7th July, 195^'

Dear Friend ,

Please forgive the delay in /  replying to your 
letter  of the 25th June, and for not acknowledging receipt 
of your message sooner. As you can well understand we r.ere 
unindated with work before and after the Conpress of the 
People and our own Conference. \

Thank you very much for your tiosco^o to the
Congress of Democrats Conference which was very v/eli received
by delegates and all preeent. I am enclosing L cony of 
your speech «s requested.

•■e all missed you st 4the Congress of the People 
which was a m ^gnificient, inspiring , assembly, but v;e were 
heartened by your aessage.

*
With best wishes,

Yours fraternally ,

for National Secretary.
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Th. Acting Sacratary-G«n*ral, 
The African Rational Congress, 

P .O . Box 9207 ,
Johannesburg.

Dear Friend ,

Th*nk you for your lettar of the 8th July

Verwys.Rjs N
lPth J u ly ,1955.

V.t anticipate that aporoxiavately eight of

contact you again at a later cate for §

With best wishes,

Tours fraternally ,

for National Secratary.
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Vcrwŷin̂s No...
u ear  Ruth,"

I  hope you received the pho to 's  I  tent ? 
Please let  aae know I f  you have,

t 1! 0 «and no a H o t  of subscribers
Fighting Talk as eons of our chaps 

want to go out on a drive  to enroi subscribers 
IJsJ®u hava^T subs ., forms please send them down

and 8, i f ^ th V#ry b0Bt * la h M  to Jo»# the children

Yours,

^  k' '9/9/J>

I
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UNION ( TVL)

121 Union Centre, 
31 Pritchard Str., 
JCHANfl tsffPURO.

8th August, 1955.

The Secretary,
f .A .  Congress of Democrats.

J OHAHWS3BPRG.

Dear Prlanda,
I hare been advised that the Sxecative Committee of 

your organisation ia considering tha question of how it, aa an 
organisation can further the intereeta of trade unionism. It ia 
baoauaa of thia. that I aa taking the opportunity of directing 

thia lattar to you.

Aa you ara no doubt aware, the Toy Workers Union 

la a comparatively now union, and at preaent not very strong.
A portion of the workers in thia induatry ara not covered by any 
wags regulating machinery, such aa wage determinations or agree- 
menta, with tja obvioua reault#that thay are amongst + he lowest 
paid workera, particularly hare in th« Transvaal. ?eraale workers 

•ara, or ratherrpaid 5. 0 per week inclusive of c .o .l .a .
There la vary little opportunity for them to get increases, the 
male wcrkar racaivaa approximately £2. odd per week inclusive.

The foy M anufacturerB  are holding an exhibition under 
tha auapicea of the "Buy S£uth African Campaign" committee. This 

axhlbltlan-is being hald on\Friday the 12th. instant at 164 
Market ^treat. (it ia* unknown at this stage, for what period the 
axtotbltlon will ba ahofei)

\
Tha Union, aa an affiliated mamber of S.A .J.T.U  bava 

aabmitted the following plan to the local coiM.ttee, which haa 

bean approved.

a) Wa wish ta diatrlbute a leaflet iaaued by the local 
.committea of 3.A.C.T.U  outaide the premises in which

-  2 -

the exhibition will be held.

b  ̂ At lunch hour, we wish to have volunteara to parade 
in tve hall of the exhibition with postera which will 
bear slogana representing the worst aapeota of tha wort- 

ers cond tions in certain factories.

As the exhfcition is open to tha public, there ahould ba no 
difficulty in gaining aoeaa. In tha paat, theaa exhibitions hive 
been open to the European public only, thus, we would appreciate
it,if your organisation would assist us officially by obtaining 

volunteers for the t'emonstration.

Should you so desire, the draft leaflet and the propoaad slog

ans could be submitted to your Johannesburg Hegionnl Secretary 

for approval.
S y*

rlease be good enough to advise us immediately if  your

ganisation will be in a poaition to help*

Thanking y o u .

M

fours fraternally,

j-frU’
SSCRJSTAHY

P\

■

®ewysatilc No

C c 3 c t X  b y ............
Ifcur...

Te .....

D * t u n i .........
Verwysin^j No - ■ * ? -

it
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S .A .C A R E S S  OF 
Johannesburg Re^i^nal Committee.

*fl 5, Somerset Hnise*
1.10, pox S t ., 
Johannesburg.

9 th tfoy.195%
* V ' ► ' lV<.', ’ rf-t <gjj£ %. < ■ ■j r ' t * ’■**.' .V !̂ *f{ ■  ̂ L •■■

T vV"::-' a r ie s .

D‘ ir £ r*fenrt,

1. ■•;: ••••.•; ^ y * Y A L  f:;

The veovllle Branch very enernsTicnll” arran^-d Cor 
a post-^arD cafcipaifn in this correction, qnd +he Hinbrow French

h^s preoar^ a leaflet.

The ReP^onal Committee asks all Branches to participate 
in this campaign in the following manner:

^  (a) The post-cards, leaflets, and lists of City w^rds 
and C'-'inclllors to be fetched from the above address.

(b) Branches to arrange a canvas, of their a^eas, 
getting citizens to sign post-carns addressed to the ’"ard Co->ncillor 
and to"ray threepence to cover oo^tare and cost of nrir.t.lnr.
Leaflets to be distributed at the same tine,

2. EDUCATION.

We hope that Branches are having regular theoretical 
discussions, using the notes which have been distributed. The 
Committee would be glad to hear if these notes have proved usefu^, 
and to have suggestions, for further notes.

3 . REPR-S^ATI°N ON RFGI^NAL CpyyiTTEE.

As far*as po.i?ible ire ask the Branches to amnlnt either 
their Secretarv or Chairman to serve on this committee. V.ay we 
remind you that the meeting will take place at the above address at 
p p.m. bn Thursday, 12th Nov.

Yours sincerely,

Violet Weinberp - Secretary.
P .S . lve err'dLase ‘the nam£s of those merrfoer3 of your Branch who complete 

arol? cati t. forms. Please let me hayfc the re it of the names 
and addresses of members of your Branch. ‘V



S.A. Congress of Democrats ^
mmm Cap* Wastarn itjlon

P .O .BOX  4552 , 

CAPS TOWN. 

1 7 /6 /5 5 .
The Secreatry,

Congress of Democrats; 
P .O .B ox  4089 , 

Johannesburg.

Dear Friend,

In reply to your letter of the 1 5 /6 /5 5 .
1 . Although C .O .D . w ill be sending about 7 delec-fftep to tb* C .O .P .  

only two will be there In time for the COD conference.They w ill both 
be requiring accomodation. •

2. Our original delegate to the N .A . C. was Mr. Thom p who la now 
banned.Ve are sending someone to take his place as you hev« reouested.

| 3 . Ve have received  Liberation and the 5 doren are nearly all gone.

4 . I am sorry that I hrve not pent you our resolution* for the COD 
conference.Things have been 4ne big  rush for the CttP and CCD bee
of course been neglectedtas e r e « :l t . I  have however so»e amendments, 
to the N .E .C . resolutions as oroposed by th* SeaaPolnt brpnch 
at their branch meetlng.As It  Is alrendy *o late I moy bring then ur> to 
you rather than tjroe them out now.

C .O .P  is coming along well and as exnected there has been a big  
rush of money and d H eg atP s  at the l*«t  minute.Ve ere golnc to fu lfil  
our target of delegat^p.The country brpnchep of the A .N .C . have on the 
whole done e really  sterling Job.When one th\nks of tfc? d iff ic u lt ie s  In 
raising  a le.rge eum of money throught the oennles an< tlckeyp of the 
workers the work done in thle resoect must hav* been hereulean.

SACPO has unfortunately left their work b bit late In the day 
fcut“ we neverthelep^ exbect s delegation of un to 30 C o lo red  people.

5. Thank you for th* further 3000 lea flets  on "0 n e dev Frotpst" and 
for the 10 Good Reaaons. These will be used at U .P . meeting? etc.

S . You have no doubt r*ad of our gr*et suoc«* In taking over the 
U .P . meeting on the Psrade.Ful"'v 2 /5  of the peonle sto ^p d  to ll«ten  

I to our loudsoeaker and half the crowd came ov^r to us.The>re wer* 
loud cheers from the crowd around the car and uh*r wo ~ot out wo 

| receive# handahakep and cheer*.The crowd would net l®ave up an<Jy 
phowed clearly that tlip Idea of a day of orot^st wa* one th*»y would

I supoort.The U .P .m eeting Itse lf  wus terribly  dull.There  were nrav^rs

speaker tak there was hardly any applauee.Sse you soon .



C l i e n t  Branch - Cap . Tnwn

7 th June IQ 55.

for the great event. ^ * oh OUI* target in

îSEx? IISLU* V * ^V“: ̂
a ° *  erP^anfttory leaflet  -f ^ 3houl* Join COD.”
■ *«1 conie t u it i o n  to our *? lon*  °**rdue and ia
are mainly o f  New A/re a^T  ? ^ P' ^ ncU- literature  a» ? .«  
occasional Copief, o ? V ^  ™  the de^ T M v e « »

ela8: n ^ r° UP W l n  b* oon\1^ t l ^ k3^ ^ ^ t n  e ^eatio 1^

♦ anf1 ^ a in * ' their .  ° n*  low« p midtie

e r  t M n  -  " - - • « ’

net b . en oonso .  P° ”  trt* 8111 '« *  « far  -

C0D an1 11^ - ^ ln H „n i.«nt»:Unt<r l-» S?

- - ssrrjs* "*i —  -
burlen. °*-eanlnat lon s0 a, to „ „ f y ^ n ^ o t ^ h ^ ”8



4> t?/ (̂ )
The branch has d iscussei the C haintan ’ s Beoort an< 

the P o lit ic a l  Report the la tte r  esp ec ially  marited a 

great deal of study. Members fe lt  the need for  more

pamphlets or at least  an up to date reprint o f  the 

Threatened People whioh we s t i l l  feel is the best we 
have produced. We have agreed to submit regular raonthly 

reports to Counter Attack to keep the Executive ani 

COD informed of our work down at the Cape. We felt  that 

the Chairm an’ s report tenet to be somewhat complacent 

allowing for the factAhat* Johannesburg is far  Kheal of 

us in  practical work.' Our main fa ilure  is our teniency 
to work too -nuch inside our own group and not to establish  

new contacts bv door-to-door work. Unfortunately there is 

a d efin ite  resistance to this among a numbe* of our 
members whimh can only be broken by greater p o lit ica l  

understanding and more enthusiasm in our work.

We congratulate the Exucutive on its  P o litical 

Report wrtioh is we'll and accurately presented. Two points 

in  particxilar must be brought home to COD members. ?irst  
that COP is  just the beginning of a oampaipn to get 

the Charter known to people throughout boutn A frica . 

Secondly to do th is , there must be a great increase in 
our public work. To-> many of the members s t i l l  ffrght shy 

of mee-tinp the European puttio face to face find we
seek to conduct our meetings like a semi-underground 

organisation . This islfatal to the popularisation  of our 

programme and ideas . We a^ree with the idea o f  producing 

a Congress **aifesto in  which we set out our aims* with 
co-operation between the four Congresses as the keystone 

o f  our programme.
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• SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS

KlIoNE
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HEM> bl'FICE.

5, SOMERSET HOUSE,

110, FOX STREET.

P.O. BOX 4088. 

JOHANNESBURG.

19th A ugust,1955.

D a &. M!' n »«l ,

It was rood pacing you and to be welcomed so 

genuinely at 5.a.a«. on a cold and frosty morning.

There ha? been so much to do since we returned 

t .at I have not been in contact with you. However under 
separate cover we today Dosted you some copies of the recent 

"Counter A ttack". Let ma know if  you receive them.

The N .E .C . fin ally  got down to resolutions passed 

at conference, copies of which were sent to Durban some while 
back. In case you have not got them am enclosing a few copies.

I f  you want more please let me know. The N .E .C . u  e
following recommendations with regard to resolutions

1 . (1 ) to Clx) P o lit ic a l . Agreed to send copies of these to

the press, to Strauss, Strydom, and the Leader of t*je 
Labour Party and U .N .O . (this  has been done by Head O ffice .

—  A*; far as the Press is concerned local papers ana 5 .A .P .A .  
were covered, perhaps you could have a shot at Durban

papers. )

2 . Education ( a ,b ,c ,  and d) as above.

? Trade Unions - Please emphasise to your branch the need

3 ’ to lmplement as f«r  as pos.lble  the direction  ? »
a b ,c , and d . Tha N .E .C . recommedn* that an Immediate 
lits io n  be established between Regions and local bodies 

of the S .A . Congress of Trade Unions with a view to 
C O D  drawing up a panel of helpers, who could as 
lecture notes, clerical assistance, drawing up of lea flets ,

Jobs. I feal har . .U ichael, th*t son. of 

the Durban people who have complained for a long time that 
Trade Union work is the most important, could be drawn in . 

This last is purely a personal point of vl^w.

With reference to clause (a ) the N .E .C . are attending to
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the publi»ling  of a pamphlet.

I B .  Legislation  a f fecting Trade Unions.

Sehd to Press etc. and Minister of Labour.

Regions should pay attention to this resolution.
Resoluti o n ^  - Peace,

To be given to press etc.

Regions be asked to implement the resolution as far as possible.

th l® **!*” 0*  ? l8US!  ( i )  an<3 (T l l l )  which d lr * cto Jassiso the S .A . peace Council in their campaigns for the out
lawing of weapons of mass destruction and In their petition 
campaign against the preparation for Atomic War.

Resolution 5. Propaganda.

of res° l ution 5 (11 ) a ,b ,  and c your Region should 

t ? Se the 5 lectures "The World we Live In " which 
\ ?e i * sued in booklet form and your branch should make
1 fa  regular feature of a study course at branch meetings. A 
\' Period in which study course should be concluded will be 

stipulated by the N .E .C .

5 .C U 1 ) New Age.

Your branch should make a special effort to implement resolution 
5 ( i l l )  as far as possible, and should report back to Head ^
Office  on what steps you have taken to implement this resolution. 
Reports which show in itiativ e  w ill  be pulliahed inxM «*xAj«x 
Counter Attack.

2 a) Bantu Education

1 omitted to point out here what the Johannesburg Region is 
doing to assist  the African Education Movement. Members of 
C .O .D . have helped to f^rm  local committees in their areas 
set up to assist  the Cu^fiural Clubs established in  the townships 
to provide children who have no schooling,as a result of the 
boycott, with alternative occupation. Members have helped to 
draw up programmes, collect m aterial, and given their w i n  

services in many ways. The local committees are functioning 
well and our members are working enthusiastically  and hard on 
them. I f  there is .̂-bfcwnch of A .E .M . in  Durban members shodld 
a ss ist .

There has been a great deal of disoussion in 
C .O .D . Johannesburg Imgion concerning the Hlllbrow By-Election.
I am enclosing a statement issued by the N .E .C . to a special 
meeting called by the Johannesburg Region to discuss the 
N .E .C . resolution, contained in the statement. There was some 
disagreement as i n k a  some members felt that C .O .D . should 
throw** all Its weight behind helping Friedman. We felt  that 
the general meeting would be a good thing and it  was. There was 
plenty of good discussion on both sides, and by a majority the 
meeting accepted the N .E .C .d e c is io n . The spirit of the meeting 
war good, and the small minority expressed their intention to 
carry out the N .E .C . decision despite their difference of opinion, 
and the fact that the N .E .C . ruled before the meeting that those 
who wished to canvass were free to do so. I am also senidng you 
for your interest a copy of the lea flet  txwwrt which is g5ing 
to be distlrubted to the voters of Hlllbrow by a personal canvass 
on behalf of C .O .D . members.

Would you, or ask the secretary, to furnish me 
with a report of how things are going in Durban. J^mbership. 
activity  etc . How about a fund xcxla taising  activity  to help
us a lo n g . „  /
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