
This Conference of Chiefs and representatives of all 
classes and interests of African peoples in the provinces of 
the Transvaal and Orange Free State, convened by the Government 
to Consider the propose*? Native policy under the Nrtiv- "Rills, 
pic.c**? or record the following observations and conclusions as 
its views on the Fepresentation of Natives Bill ? -

THAT, the main and foremost question for this Conference 
to consider is not the proposed, abolition of the Cape Native 
franchise, but the contemplated. exclusion of the entire Native 
population of the Union from the body politic of the Union of ' 
South Africa, which is the sole purpose and object of this Bill*

x

TH\T the most dispassionate consideration of the Bill 
leads this Conference to the conclusion that the European races 
of the Union have, by arriving at the principles embodied in thA 
B ill, surrendered to race prejudice. No evidence in proof of 
the African race being unworthy of parliamentary franchise has 
been adduced, nor has any reasonable cause or justification 
warranting the proposal to abolish the Cape Native franchise 
been advanced, " The fact that there are only 12 ,000  Native 
voters in the Cape province, and that the rest of the Natives 
in the Union have no voice in the Union legislative councils 
does not, in the opinion of this Conference, justify the Union 
parliament to deny our coming generations the right to be re
presented in parliament, nor is it indeed any justification for 
parliament to deprive the Cape natives of their prospective po
litical rights, and to disenfranchise the Native people who are 
in the Provinces other than that of the Cape of Good Hope* It 
is not shown either in what way will the possession or the exer
cise of parliamentary franchise by the Natives endanger European 
civilisation.

THAT the mode of election prescribed under the Bill is a 
humiliation of a provocative nature. The Bill groups together 
educated and enlightened Natives, as well as illiterrte anc ur- 
enlightened ones as one whole, and throws them bade into tribal 
conditions, forcing them to exercise their franchise by voting 
through illiterate or unenlightened Chiefs. This proposal is_ 
viewed as an expression, on the part of the Europeans, of their 
dislike of the progress and advancement made by the Natives, and 
that the Bill seeks to arrest or discourage th. individual effor/s 
made by the Natives towards advancement and self-upliftment.

yip*1 The Conference expresses the view that the Native 
people are the citizens of the Union, and form an integral part 
of the "South African Nation", and as such they do not, and nevey  
w ill, accept any policy under which they are shut/firom the body 
politic of the Union of South Africa which country is their na
tive and only home land. The Conference points out that the 
desire of the various African peoples in the Union is that, in 
the development and advancement of their race, they should have, 
and aslcto have, adequate and effective repreoentationjir. the 
Union Supreme Legislature, that is to say, in both Houses of 

the Union parliament.

The Conference, therefore* places tefore the Government, 

parliament, and the country the following;

(i) That the Native peoples throughout the Union of



South Africa want individual franchise exercisable 
only by and through the individual to whom it is 
granted, and not through the Chiefs, local councils, 
or advisory boards as prescribed in the Bill*

(i i )  The qualification for such a franchise should im- 

clude

(e) an educational qualification; and

(b) one of either a property* or inco"?*, or salary 
or wages qualification.

Furthermore, the Conference wishes to point out that as
regards the representation of Natives prescribed in Part I of
the Bill that such form of representation has been in vogue
and that it has become a failure in so far as the Natives are
concerned . The nominated Senators appointed to look after the
interests of the natives have always regarded themselves as ad«
visers of the Government on all affairs or legislative matters
affecting Natives brought before the Senate for consideration*
Foreover, they have always regarded themselves as being bound
Era and pledged to uphold the policy and legislative propose Is
introduced by the Government which nominated them, as against

tYe true interests of the Natives. . . ,
fact/<in the original

The Conference draws attention to the^fioiA nin, i fr r-tra 
Native Bills placed before the country by the prime M inister^ 

General Hertzog,

(i) it was proposed to alter and not to abolish the Cape 

Native franchise;

(ii )  it w as  proposed  to extend it in its altered form
to the Natives in the other three provinces of the 

Union;

( i i i )  above a ll , it was proposed to give the entire Native 
population of the Union representation in the House 
of Assemblyjty 3even Europeans who would represent
Native interests only;

( iv) the Union Native Council Bill of the original Native 
Bills was not, as in the case of the Natives Repre~ 
sentative council in the new B ill , put forward as a 
substitute for the Cape Native franchise or repre
sentation of Natives in the House of Assembly. More
over the Union Council Bill proposed to establish 
a Union Council consisting of fifty  Native members, 
and was to be convened regularly every year.

The Conference wishes to register its appreciation of the 
fact that these principles were by far more liberal than t*e 
spirit and principles of the Bill under wasa consideration. The 
Conference is of opinion that there is much in those 
which would  and can lead to a reasonable compromise if onlj, both 
sides —  Black and White - could approach the matter in a spirit 

of good-will and on a principle of "give and ta^ce".



In the opinion of this Conference there is no need or 
desirability for legislation which makes provision for the 
declaration of Natives as Non*-Nat ives, as proposed in the Bill#
It isj moreover, the established jf policy of the Union that a 
Native will unalterably be regarded as, and r ill  unalterably 
remain a Native for all purposes and at all times.

The Conference considers that what is highly desirable 
and essentially needed is a liber?.! spirit - a spirit of tole
rance in all legislative and administrative matters affecting 
the Native people; a libf-ral policy under which the Natives will 
be able to work for their economic upliftment and advancement 
without the scSse harassing and humiliating conditions and legal 
disabilities under which our people at present 1 about.

This Conference desires to register a strong protest 
against the proposals of the Bill which single out our race 
from all other races resident in the Union, at»£ shut it out from 
the body politic of the Union, and deny it true and satisfactory 
representation in parliament "solely on the ground of race.

in the circumstances the Conference has no alternative but 
to reject the Bill entirely, and respectfully requests the 
Government to readjust the matter of the representation of Na-_ 
tives in parliament, more or less, on the lines indicated herein.



Collection Number: AD843  

XUMA, A.B., Papers  

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 

African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 

otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 

owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 

contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 

copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records 

sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. 

While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 

contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical 

Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. 

Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 

any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or 

any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held 

at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 


