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population had just emerged from a semi-colonial status to a 
great power. " Then from the Same paragraph : "I was particu-
larly happy to notice the growing relations between India and 
Ch^na and the manner in which the national and local papers 
w^re commending Pandit Nehru and his government for the great 
role they were playing, promoting world peace. These two great 
nations are not only a key to peace in Asia as leading Asiatic 
countries, but they are a key to world peace and to us they 
are a guide as people who have recently overthrown the shackles 
of imperialism. The peoples of Asia have taken a very great 
interest in the struggle carried on by the peoples of Africa. 
They are naturally opposed to the policies of imperialism. 
Thay also firmly believe in the brotherhood of mankind. They 
are keenly interested in peace, that is why Pandit Nehru 
vigourously opposes the r e c la 1 policies of South Africa. That 
is why he opposes oppression in other parts of Africa. No 
other interest which prompted him to do this, other than the 
fact than that he has had to suffer terms of imprisonment 
under the yoke of imperialism. All people who have suffered 
oppression, exploitation cannot but be opposed to the continua-
tion of such a system. They also know too well the usual 
stunt of oppressors, and the arch imperialist redicucous 
theory that the people are backward, illiterate and that 
freedom would be dangerous to the Western civilisation and 
that they are ruling these countries in the best interests 
of the colonial people. The so-called guardians of Western 
civilisation and Christian principles are themselves guilty 
of crimes for destroying humanity, using most barbarious 
methods. These are the people who are now conducting war 

against the peoples of Vietnam, Malaya and Kenya, being 
aware.." - it continues on to page 11 - ".. of the fact that 
our fate is bound together with these colonial people and 
manktradd as a whole. We therefore take profound interest 
in the present cession of the four Great Powers, hoping that 
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the Foreign Ministers of Great Britain, U.S.S.R. and France 
will use their influence in convincing the Secretary of State 
of the U.S.A. to see wisdom by not only agreeing xo a big 
Five meeting, but also actually bringing about conditions 
for the admittance of China to the United Nations in the 
interest of world peace. I assume that the two former Secre-
taries will be guided by the broad will of their people in 
their respective countries." And th^n the foot paragraph on 
page eleven : "The African National Congress in the face of 
this situation has called upon the nation for a historic 
People's Convention which has been welcomed by the national 
organisation of Indians, Coloureds and Europeans. This Conven-
tion will be based on a truly representative form of people 
from all status in the big cities and in the smallest villages 
in all parts of South Africa. The detailed plans shall be 
worked jut by the forthcoming Conference of the National 
Executive of che South African Indian Congress, The South 
African Congress of Democrats, the South African Coloured 
People's Organisation and the African National Congress. You 
will see, therefore, from the nature of these organisations, 
that the plans that are going to be worked out by the true 
representatives of all the sections of our community. The 
working of a Charter for which this Conference has been 
called is a very important step in the history of a people. 
That is this Conference that has a right to shape the destiny 
of South Africa. We shall also expose the so-called unique 
problem of South Africa deliberately created by the racialists 
led by Dr. Malan." Then from the first paragraph on page 
12 : "The people of Natal will be once more in this year 
expected to take up their usual militancy and be proud of 
their part in the struggle they have conducted in the begin4 
ning of the twentieth century when men like King Solomon, 
Ka Dinizulu refused to turn against his people and suffered 
imprisonment. People like Bambatha and others who firmly 
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stood for the rights of their people." Then another paragraph 
on the same page, page 12 :"In conclusion, we believe in the 
brotherhood of mankind. We believe in pyace and freedom. To 
this end it is our duty to use all our metnods to bring about 
an end to hostilities in Kenya. 'Ye shall oppose vigorously 
the plans of the Kenya settlers and the Union Government to 
send South African tropps to crush the defenceless people of 
Kenya." Then again on page 13, under the heading : "Presiden-
tial Address, speech delivered by Dr. G. M. Naicker, President 
of Natal Indian Congress at the opening of the 7th Annual 
Conference held at the Gandhi Hall, Lawn Street, Durban, on 
Friday 5th February, 1954 at 7 p.m." The first paragraph : "We 
are most thankful to Mr. Walter Sisulu, Secretary-General of 
the African National Congress, for declaring open this 7th 
Annual Conference of the Natal Indian Congress. Mr. Sisulu is 
a person whose name has come to be respected throughout the 
length and breadth of this country, because of the positive 
role he has played in the cause of freedom and democracy. 
Only recently Mr. Sisulu returned from an interesting visit 
overseas, where he was a true ambassador of the people for he 
voiced the hopes and aspirations of the oppressed people of 
South Africa." Then the next paragraph on the same page : "Un-
like the official representatives of tha^UnioniGovernment who 
encounter serious difficulties in gaining support overseas, 
Mr. Sisulu was warmly received by the people of the different 
countries he visited, because he wa.s not faced with a task of 
justifying a policy of oppression. He advocated a policy 
of equality and preached the gospel of ohe brotherhood of man." 
Page 15, the third paragraph :"Throughout the world great 
forces are at work for liberation of mankind. Imperialism is 
on the retreat, except for vestiges of imperialist rule which 
are being gallantly eradicated. The Continent of usia has rid 
itself of this evil force. With the great awakening of Africa, 
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the last stronghold of imperialism must inevitably be shattered." 
The next paragraph on the same page :"The common people of the 
world are against the exploitation of man by man. They stand 
for peace and equality, ideals which have risen in response to 
the fundamental needs of the human race. It is because of this 
that we find such tremendous world wide opposition to colonial-
ism and racial discrimination." The next paragraph on the same 
page, page 15 : "Today mankind is yearning for lasting peace 
and progress. Since we last met the fighting in Korea has 
come to an end. A great fueling of relief passed through the 
world when hostilities ended there. The attention of xhe 
people of the world is now focused on Berlin where momentous 
Pour Power discussions arc taking place in an attempt to ease 
world peace. But we are more than satisfied if racial discri-
mination is not eliminated from the face of the earth, the 
constant danger of a global conflict will remain." Page 16, 
the fourth paragraph : "The struggle for liberation was 
launched on a higher plane in 1952 when in the Defiance 
Campaign, for the first time in the history of this country, 
under the leadership of the African National Congress, peoples 
of all races took part in united joint action against unjust 
laws. During this campaign over eight thousand volunteers 
suffered imprisonment." Then still on the same page, page 
16 : "In December the African National Congress, when it met 
at Queenstown took vitq,l decisions which must affect our 
future course of action. I am sure that in the very near 

future the South African Indian Congress will meet to give 
serious consideration to the Queenstown resolutions." Then 
on the same page 16 :"The African National Congress Conference 
have instructed its National Executive Committee to make 
immediate preparation for the organisation of a Congress of 
the People of South Africa, whose task shall be to work out 
a Freedom Charter for all the peoples and groups of the 
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country. To this end the Conference urged a meeting of the 
Executive Committees of the African and Indian Congresses, 
the Congress of Democrats, the Coloured People's Organisation 
and other democratic organisations for the purpose of placing 
before them the plan of the Congress and to obtain their close 
co-operative support in creating a truly representative conven-
tion of the peoples of all South Africa. The resolution in 
particular must receive the urgent attention of all South 
Africans who wish to further the cause of democracy". Then 
page 17, the first paragraph : "The year that lies ahead of us 
will require all our resources and strength to meet the 
challenge that faces our country. I am more than satisfied 
that the Indian people of this Province will not be found 
wanting when the call comes. My appeal xo the delegates to 
this 7th annual Conference of the Natal Indian Congress, is 
that they must advance the cause of freedom, that their activi-
ties against reaction and for liberation must not cease until 
democracy for all has been won. Let this be the only guiding 
factor in our discussions and deliberations." And then on 
page 18 under the heading "Extracts from messages to the 7th 
Provincial Conference of the Natai Indian Congress, held in 
Durban February 6th-7th, 1954. From A.J. Luthuli, President 
General of the African National Congress of South Africa". 
A. J. Luthuli is one of the accused. (132). And then on page 
19 " 

That is all. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. . . 
CROSS-EXAMINATION RESERVED. 

ISAAC SHARP, duly sworn; 
EXAMINED BY THE P.P. : 

You have already given evidence, is that correct? 
Yea. 

Did you make notes in respect of a meeting held on the 
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11th September, 1955? I took the names of the people who 
attended known to me, and I drew up a report later on. 

The next day? The next day, a brief report from 
memory. 

And you have your report also before you, is that 
correct? Yes. 

What meeting was it? The meeting was the Society 
for the Peace and Friendship with the Soviet Union. 

Where was it held? Do you know? Did you make a note? 
BY THE COURT : 

Was this meeting in Johannesburg or where? In 
Johannesburg. Apparently I did not put in my report here wher 
it was held. 
EXAMINATION BY P.P. R'.SUMED : 

'That time did the meeting commence? About 2.45 p.m 
Until when? I left the meeting before it ended. 
About how many persons attended the meeting? About 

250 people of both sexes. 
Who was the Chairman at the meeting? The Chairman 

was the Reverend D. C. Thompson. 
Is he one of the Accused? Yes (78). 
Did he address the me-ting? Yes. 
You are now referring to your report, is that correct? 

Correct. 
Which you drew up the next day? Yes. 
Read what he said? "In his opening remarks said s 

Dr. Moosa who was going to open the meeting has not yet 

arrived and explained the aims and objects of the Society and 
what it achieved." That is all I got in my report. 

The next speaker? Dr. Moosa. 
Is he one of the Accused? Yes (45). 
Read your notes? He addressed the meeting on the 

Geneva Conference of the Big Pour. What was achieved by the 
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Conference and that holding of the Conference was the result 
of public opinion." 

The next speaker? Leslie Masina (34). 
Read what he said : "He spoke on what the Society 

stands for, and its relation with the Soviet Union. He also 
spoke on what the Union should do and not do." 

Just read on your notes? "Dr. Moosa read the 
Resolutions. At 3.50 p.m. the Reverend Thompson left the 
meeting and asked Leslie Masina to preside. Leslie Masina 
after taking over the Chairmanship, said those who would like 
to ask questions, they can do so." 

Were questions then asked? There were questions 
from the hall, from the audience. 

Read what you noted? "One questionner from the 
floor wanted to know why the Government banned the Soviet 
Union literature. /.ad Dr. Moosa answered and said that the 
Government do not like the people to read the equality propa-
gation which are contained in these banned literature." 

Read on? "One questionner wanted to know if the 
Soviet Union will redeem them in South Africa. Dr. Moosa said 
our salvation lies in our own hands. We must not look for 
outside help." Then the list of names of people known to me. 

Now you refer to your notes. Did you make a list of 
persons names who attended the meeting? I did. 

Go through the list and mention the names of Accused 
persons who were there? The Chairman, D. C. Thompson. 

You have already mentioned him, Moosa dnd Masina. 
Any others? Hymie Barsel (4); Dr. R. E. Press (60); 
L. Levy (20); Sulliman Esakjee (9); Farrid Adams (l); 
Cleopas Sibande (69); Prank Madiba.... 

Before you go to Prank Madiba, is there a name before 
that, one of the Accused? No, Joe Mahuma is not an 
Accused. Frank Madiba (23); Simon Tyiki (75); Peter Magofe 
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(26); Lawrence Nkosi (55); Nimrod Sejake (65); Aaron Mahlangu 
(24); Moosa Moolla (44). That completes the list. 

That is all in connection with this meeting. You hand 
in your report Exhibit G. 708, a d your notes Exhibit G. 709? 

Yes. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 
NO CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

(Int. J.A. Maree - Eng.-Afr.) 
FRANS JOHANNES VAN HEERDEN, duly sworn; (13.9.55) 
EXAMINED BY THE P.P. s 

Het u notas gemaak in verband met -n vergadering gehou 
op 13 September 1955? Ek het. 

Watter vergadering was dit? Dit was -n vergadering 
van die South African Society for Peace and Friendship with 
the U.S.S.R. 

Hoe laat het die vergadering begin? Om 8.15 n.m. 
Tot hoe laat het dit aangehou? Tot 10 n.m. 
Hoeveel mense het die vergadering bygewoon? Daar 

was ongeveer veertien persone. 
Wie was die voorsitter by die vergadering? Eerwaarde 

D. C. Thompson. 
Is hy .en van die Beskuldigdes? Hy is (78). 
Laat uit wat hy ges§ het. Wie was die volgende 

spreker? Ronald Press. 
Is hy een van die Beskuldigdes? Hy was. (60). 
Lees wat jy afgeneem het van hom, wat hy ges§ het? 

Die toespraak wat hy gemaak het het ek kortliks vertaal in 
Afrikaans terwyl ek in die saal was. 

Lees wat hy gese het? If the Government sees its 
own shadow it shouts red. Dat Suid-Afrikaners nie weet wat 
in Rusland aangaan omdat die Regering alle Russiese koera^te 
in die ban doen. Atlete wat vanaf Rusland wou kom kon nie 
visas kry nie. Voel dat ons voetbal spelers teen Rusland moet 
speel. Dat Suid-Afrika ook -n sokkerspan na Rusland stuur, al 
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kry hulle ook slae. Dit sal -n 'landmark' wees as ons 'Soviet 
scientists' kry om na die Unie te kom. 'Soviet scientists' 
sal help om grondverspoeling te voorkom, aangesien hulle 
woestyne in vrugbare grond omskep het. Hy reken ons moet 'n 
geleentheid kry om atlete ens. na Rusland te stuur. Voel dat 
Suid-Afrika -n offisiele verteenwoordiger in Rusland moet he. 
Unie Regering verhod persone om na Sovjet Unie te gu.an. Hy 
is seker dat regering en besigheidsmense belang moet stel in 
handel met Rusland. Unie regering we.k saam met Amerika om 
soort van blokkade te vorm teen Rusland en om te verhod dat 
Rusland goedere kry wat nodig is vir boerdery, ens. Rusland 
kry wel wol van Suid-Afrika. Tyd dat Unie regering ophou praat 
asof Rusland nie bestaan nie. South African Government ignores 
fact that there is a Soviet Union. South African population 
should be allowed to see and read about Russia. Soviet is a 
place where people live." Dit is al wat hy gese het. 

Wat het toe daarna gebeur? Eerwaarde Thompson het 
die resolusies gelees. 

Lees wat die resolusies was? "Nouer kulturele 
verbandskap tussen Rusland en Suid-Afrika. Wedersydse vriend-
skapverband met Rusland aan te kno :p en Unie verteenwoordiger 
na Rusland te stuur. Regering moet weiering van paspoorte 
ens. en in ban doening van Russiese literatuur, opvoedkundig 
en wetenskaplik, staak. Hy is -n slagoffer van die regering 
se beleid deurdat hy deur regering verhod word om te reis. Hy 
werk al jare vir vrede. Is *n lid van Word Peace Council. 
Doen n beroep vir nuwe lede. Leuse : Forward from Geneva. 
Het gewerk vir byeenkoms van vier grotes om by Geneva byeen 
te kom." Dit is al. 

Het u ook 'ii lys van name gemaak van persone wat die 
vergadering bygewoon het? Ek het. 

Noem die name van beskuldigdes wat die vergadering 
bygewoon het? Net Hymie Barsel van die beskuldigdes.(4)• 
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Jy handig jou notas in, BEWYSSTUK G. 710? Ja. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 
NC CRGSS-3XAMIMI0N. 

TILLEM JACOBUS HERBST, duly sworn; (25.3.56) 
EXAMINED BY THE P.P. ; 

You have already given evidence, is that correct? 
Yes. 

On Sunday, the 25th March, 1956, did you go to the 
Gandhi Hall, Pox Street, Johannesburg? — I did. 

When you arrived there, what did you find? I 
entered the Gandhi Hall about 2 p.m. and I found Mr. Hymie 
Barsel sitting at the table. 

Is he one of the Accused? Ifes (4). I purchased 
certain pamphlets from him. 

Which you are now going to hand in? Yes. 
The first one is the report by Bulganin and another 

person? Yes. 
Exhibit G. 711? A report by Bulganin and Speech by 

Krushov. I hand this Exhibit in now. 
The next is? A pamphlet entitled 'First in the World' 

that is EXHIBIT G. 712. 
The next one? A pamphlet, 'Pictorial Exhibition1 

EXHIBIT G. 713. This was handed to me by Hymie Barsel. These 
documents Were only certified by me the following day, the 
Monday morning at my office. 

What was going on in the Hall? There was a lot of 
exhibition of photographs. Photographs were displayed all 
over of the visit of Bulganin and Krushov to India. There 
were a large number of people in the Hall. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 
CRGSS-EXAMINED BY MR. CO.iKER s 

Did you examine these photographs? I looked at 
them all round. 
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You looked at all of them? — That is all. I just 
looked. 

You didn't think it necessary to cake any of them into 
possession? No, at that stage I don't think it was 
necessary. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 

. , (E. Mazwai Int. Xosa-Eng.) D-UssiUO'G nviiuô na v ° 
BENEDICT NYIMBANA, duly sworn; 
EXiJVlINED BY THE P.P. : 

You have already given evidence? I have. 
You h..nd in a booklet, what is it called? 'Strijdom5 

you have struck a rock'. 
EXHIBIT G. 714. Where did you find that Exhibit? 

I bought it at a meeting. 
•"/hen? 14th May this year. 
Where? Just a Native Township. Location is the 

Native Township, in Johannesburg. 
Do you know by whom that Exhibit was issued? No, 

first, what meeting was it? Advisory Board meeting. 
Do you know by whom the Exhibit was issued? I don't 

understand that. I don't know. 
From whom did you get it? From an unknown Native 

woman. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 
NO CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

(Int. J.A. Maree - Eng.-Afr.) 
JAN LOURENS V^RMAAK, verklaar onder eed; 
VERHOOR DEUR DIE P.A. : 

Het jy al voorheen getuienis gegee? Ek het. 
Op 9 Augustus 1956, was u op diens te Pretoria? Ja. 
Wat het u daar waargeneem? Vertel die Hof die hele 

storie? VY.naf vroeg die oggend het groot getalle naturelle 
vroue in Pretoria qangekom per trein op die spoorwegstasie. 
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Daar het ook groot getalle aangekoin per bus en motorvervoer. 
Die groepe het voor die spoorwegstasie bymekaar gekom. Hulle 
het ook in ander dele van die dorp bymekaar gekom. Van 
hier het hulle in groepe geloop na die xuine van die Uniegebou 
By die ingang by die hek tot die tuingronde het sekere natural 
le vroue ook getel wie ingaan en hulle name afgeneem. 

Wie was daar van daardie persone? Een van die 
persone wat tans n beskuldigde is, was Bertha Mashaba (36). 
Die vrouens het bymekaar gekom in die tuingronde xot ongeveer 
12 n.m. Petisie vorms was aan die wat arriveer het uitgereik 
en hulle name daarop genoteer. Van ongeveer 12 uur het die 
leier van die groep begin stap na die Uniegeboue, hulle het 
•n opmars gedoen nu. die Uniegeboue. 

Weet u wie die leiers was? Ja, die leiers was 
•n Blanke vrou, Helen Joseph. 

Is sy een van die beskuldigdes? Ja (13). Indier 
vrou Rahima Moosa. Kleurling vrou Sophie Y/illiams en n 
Naturelle vrou, Lillian Ngoyi. 

Is die laasgenoemde een van die beskuldigdes? Ja 
(52). 

Wat het toe gebeur? Agter die vier leiers het die 
massa gevolg in optog na die Uniegehoue. Die vier leiers het 
in die rostrum van die amfiteater gaan staan. Hierna het 
die massa gevolg en elk -n petisie aan een van die leiers 
oorhandig of iemand wat by die leier gcsta.an het. Nadat die 
petisie oorhandig is hex die vrou dan -n sitplek opgeneem in 

die amfiteater. Hulle het bymekaar gekom xotdat daar ohge-
veer vyf-na sesduisend was. Om 2.30 n.m. was alle petisies 
opgeneem en het die vier leiers daarmee vertrek na die kantoor 
van Sy Edele die Eerste Minister. Die petisies was oorhandig 
aan die sekretaris van die Eerste Minister en toe het die 
leiers weer teruggekeer na die amfiteater. Hierna het die 
leiers in die rostrum gaan staan en naamlik die A.N.C. 
saluut gegee (getuie dui aan duim omhoog teken). Hulle het 
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vir ongeveer dertig minute doodstil so gestaan. 
En toe? Daar was doodse stilte terwyl hulle so 

gestaan het. Hierna is -n kort toespraak gehou deur Helen 
Joseph en Lillian Ngoyi en die massa het uiteengegaan. 

Wat het u toe gedoen? Hierna het ek gaan beslag 
neem van alle petisies wat ingehandig was. 

U handig nou in van die petisies wat u daar gekry het? 
Die petisies wat daar ontvang was was uitgestuur, en 

hier is sommige daarvan. 
Hulle moet in die regte orde gehou word. U handig 

nou van die petisies in wat u daar gekry het, is dit reg? 
Ja. 

Lees die bewysstuk nommer en se deur wie dit geteken 
is, of wie se naam onderaan voorkom? G. 715? Lillian 
Ngoyi. G. 716, geteken deur Y. Barenblatt. G. 717, geteken 
deur I. Mtwana. 

Ken u so -n persoon, I. Mtwana? Nee. Ek ken ook 
nie vir Y. Barenblatt nie. G. 718, geteken deur Mary Rantha. 

Is daar n beskuldigde met so -n naam? Ja (62). 
Ek ken ook vir Mary Rantha. G. 719, geteken deur Bertha 
Mashaba. 

Is dit een van die beskuldigdes? Ja. Ek ken haar 
ook. (36). 

Will you look at Exhibit G. 714? Is dit n opsomming, 
•n relaas van wat werklik daar gebeur het word in daardie boek 
saamgevat? Dit is baie goeie fotos van wat op daardie 
dag verskyn het. 

Hier by die fotos is daar opskrifte? Ja. 
Het u dit nagegaan? Is dit korrek s:os dit daar 

staan, en die name wat onderaan g^noem word, is dit die name 
van die persone? Ja. Hierdie foto, in die middel bladsy, 
hier is verskillende fotos, daarom verwys ek na -n middel ecn 
waar -n byskrif bykom. 'Women of all races are among the 
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first to reach the top. At the front, left to right, the 
four leaders, Sophie Williams, Rahima Moosa, Lillian Nyogi 
and Helen Joseph.' 

Do you recognise those persons on the photo? Yes, 
I do. 

Die volgende? 'A Commissioner tried to refuse the 
delegation entry on the grounds that there were representatives 
of all nations atoong them. No apartheid, said Helen Joseph. 
Finally they were admitted'. Dit wys Helen Joseph, Lillian 
Ngoyi en Sophie Williams. 

U stem saam dat daardie drie persone daar op die foto 
gewys word? Op daardie blad? Ja. 

Neem die volgende ene? 'Strijdom, we are knocking 
at your door. Laden down with thousands of protest forms, 
Lillian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph, Rahima Moosa and Sophie Williams 
knock on the door of Prime Minister Strijdom's office'. The 
photo is that of the three women, Helen Joseioh, Lillian Ngoyi, 
Rahima Moosa. There is a fourth one, only half of the face 
is visible. Th.vt is the face of Sophie Williams. 

Weet jy wie daardie boek uitgegee het? Nee, ek weet 
nie. 
GEEN VERDERE VRAE NIP. 
CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. BERRANGE s 

You will agree that in this procession and demonstra-
tion Were to be found African women, Asian women, Coloured 
women and European women? Ja, dit is reg. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS 
CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. SLOVO : 

I am not clear, where did you get these petition 
forms from? We took it from the office of the Secretary 
to the Prime Minister. 

Did the Secretary to the Prime Minister hand over to 
you all the forms which were handed to him? Yes. 
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Is that a normal practice in the Prime Minister's 
office for corr .spondence to be handed to the Special Branch? 

I surmise not. Not to my knowledge. 
Did you demand This, or whose idea was it? - - No, I 

was instructed to go and collect them. 
By? Captain Prinsloo, my Commanding Officer. 
You don't know who requested hxia to give you those 

instructions? I cannot say. 
You will agree with me that on the face of it this 

was a peaceful demonstration for the purpose of sending a 
deputation to the Prime Minister? Yes. 

And that all that happened there was that a whole lot 
of petition forms, which were supposed to be for the eye of 
the Prime Minister were handed over? Correct. 

You can't give any explanation as to why it was imme-
diately handed by the Secretary to the Special Branch? I 
cannot say it was handed over immediately. I do not agree with 
that. It was sometime after it had been handed to the Secretary 
that we took possession of it. 

When was it? Later the same day, but I think after 
a lapse of an hour or two. 

Was the Prime Minister in the Union Buildings at that 
stage? I don't know that. 

You never bothered to check with the Prime Minister §,s 

to whether he wished his correspondence to be returned to him? 
No. 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 
CASE REMANDED UNTIL 25.6.1957. 
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COURT RESUMES 25.6.1957. 
APPEARANCES AS BEFORE. 
MR. COAKER ADDRESSES COURT i 

Accused absent : 
In addition : 

Same as oh 24.6.57. 
No. 45, Dr. Moosa and No. 127, 
Dr. Conco. Medical Certificates 
-co be handed in later. 
No. 95, R. September is back in 
Court. 
No. 42, P. Molaoa; No. 46, E.P. 
Moretsele and No. 41, J. Modise 
granted leave of absence for 
today. 

JOHANNES STEPHANUS VxVIERS, duly sworn; 
CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. BERRANGE : 

You have been a member of the Special Branch for a 
considerable time, have you not? I have. 

Probably one of the original members? No. 
How long have you been a member of the Branch? 

About five years. 
I am dealing with the Societies known as the Society 

for Peace and Friendship with the Soviet Union and the society 
which has been referred to as the Friends of the South African 
Friends of the Soviet Union. In your capacity as a member 
of the Special Branch, I take it thc.t you h .ve m^de it your 
business to ascertain as much as you can about these organisa-
tions? Yes. 

And also about their history? I don't know. 
Let's see how much you know about it, because I 

would like to place as much information as is possible 
before the Court. If you ean bj helpful, indicating what 
you know about these organisations, we would all be very 
pleased. Do you know when the society known as the South 
African Friends of the Soviet Union was first formed? I 
don't know. 

You don't know that it was formed as long ago as 
1931? I cannot say. 
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Do you know what happened to that organisation? 
No. To ray knowledge it still exists. 

Surely you don't mean that? Don't you know that in 
1948 the society known as the South African Friends of the 
Soviet Union decided to change its name? Yes, I know th^t 
it is known now as the South African Society for Peace and 
Friendship with the U.S.S.R. 

I think you arc a little bit wrong. It is the South 
African Society for Peace and Friendship with the Soviet 
Union? It may be. 

Don you kn .w these things? No. 
Haven't you been investigating these organisations? 

I have. 
It would be a very simple thing to find out befiase 

the newspapers would have given you that information? 
Probably. 

Did you every endeavour to ascertain what th^ aims 
and objects were, the professed aims andobjects of these 
organisations were? Must I answer that? 
BY THE COURT : 

Yes, the question is in order. Have you apart from 
attending meetings, taken any other steps to ascertain what 
their aims and objects were? I cannot answer that. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION RESUMED : 

I'll see whether I can assist you? Thether I can 
refresh your memory. Would you deny that the objects are to 
generally, by holding public meetings and lectures and con-
certs, the showing of films, the publication of books and 
pamphlets to indicate what the general viewpoint of the 
society is and which gives information about life in the 
Soviit Union? That may be so. 

Don't you know it? It may bu so. I know that. 
You mean to say you know perfectly well that the 

activities of the Society are invariably of a open and public 
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semination of information about life in the Soviet Union. 
That is so, is it not? Yes. 

I am not trying to catch you. I am only trying to 
get certain information about this before the Court, which is 
not before the Court as yet. As I told you before, I am 
hoping that you would be of assistance in this? As iar as 
I can. 

That is as far as you know what has been the aims and 
activities of these organisations? Yes. 

Of course, in investigating any organisations, one of 
the things you find out is who are the patrons and sponsors 
and the leading members of such organisations? May I 
mention that I have never personally undertaken any serious 
investigation into this.direction. 

Let us take investigation which may not have b^en 
quite so serious, but I would still like to know whether you 
can help us with information. Have you endeavoured at times 
to find out, at some stage or another, to find out who the 
patrons and sponsors were? From time to time. 

As you aware of the fact, for instance, that in July 
1944 at the Witwatersrand University a Southern Africa 
Soviet Friendship Congress was initiated by the society known 
as the F.S.U.? I don't know anything about it until such 
time as I came on this Branch. 

You never endeavoured to ascertain anything about 
the nature of these societies prior to your coming onto the 
Special Branch? No. 

Why not? Surely it was of importance? 7e have 
got more to do than just one society. 

I agree with that. I also have a great deal more to 
do that just concentrate on one society. Do you know for 
instance that this Conference was opened by the Minister of 
Finance, Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr? It is possible. 
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But do you know it? I never heard it. 
Your investigations have never led #ou to ascertain who 

the patrons and sponsors of these organisations were? No. 
You rc?.d the newspapers, don't you? I do. 
You never read in the newspaper about this Conference 

I told you about? I can't remember having read that. 
Let me ask you something else. Can you remember Gene-

ral Smuts, who was then Prime Minister? I do. 
Sending a message to this Congress? It might be 

so, but I don't know about it. 
Perhaps if I refresh your memory it may come back to 

your mind as having read it in one of the newspapers. Do you 
remember ever reading that General Smuts said, inter alia, the 
following in sending a message to this Conference 'That the 
Soviet Union in the past generation..' just listen to this care-
fully 3nd see if it comes back to your mind - "..has been a 
fountain of new ideas and new principles, not all of them 
readily acceptable to everybody. But many progressive and of 
real value to statecraft in every part of the world. We can 
learn much from the Soviet Russia in the pursuits of peace and 
progress. Just as we found unsuspected strength in the Soviet 
Russia, and Soviet Russia at war. Ignorance and prejudice i , 
are the enemies of tolerance, friendship and co-operation and 
nothing but good can come from the continuous exchange of 
information, helping as it must the establishment of a common 
understanding on which we can hope to build a happier, broader 
and more enlightened civilisation." This is a message sent 
by the late General Smuts the then Prime Minister, to the 
South African Society - South African Soviet Friendship 
Congress which was initiated by the South African Friends of 
the Soviet Union in July, 1944. Do you remember anything like 

that? I remember nothing like that. I dci.'t remember ever 
having read it. 

Was it never brought to your attention that General 
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Smuts had from time to time sent messages of this nature to 
these organisations? --- He may have, but I know nothing about 
it. 

Did you ever read about it? — - I never read about it. 
Did you never read that the late Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr who 

was then Minister of Finance opened the Congress? No. 
Don't you read the papers? ---I do. 
This was very widely reported? It is a long time 

ago. 
It is not a long time ago, it is 194-4? It is a long 

time ago. 
Maybe it is for you, I find it extraordinary that in 

investigating an organisation and making a criminal investiga-
tion of an organisation, no steps seem to have been taken to 
find out who are the sponsors or patrons of it. Would you 
be surprised if I was to tell you that at this Congress which 
was opened by Mr. Hofmeyr the following persons addressed 
the Congress? The Deputy Mayor, Mr. Immink, Mrs. P. M. Ander-
son, the Bishop of Pretoria, Mr. Downes, President of the 
Trade and Labour Council, Mr. Peitz, the Principal of the 
University? I know nothing about it. 

You can't deny it? I know nothing about it. 
As a matter of faet, one of the sponsors included 

in this list is Mr. N. J. van den Berg, M.P. Nationalist 
Member at the present moment, do you know that? I don't 
know. It might be so, but I don't know. 

Have you no idea whatsoever as to who were the 
prominent figures who sponsored these organisations? No 
idea whatsoever. 

Never made any effort to find out? No. 
You didn't know that Dr. Colin Stey, Minister of 

Justice was a patron of the Friends of the Soviet Union? 
lo.l 
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Is this the first time you have ever heard that? 
The first time I have ever heard it. 

TSii? Godfrey Huggins, Judge Featham (?) and Bishop 
Lavis (?) all sponsors, you never heard that? Never heard 

See if I can refresh your memory about one further 
thing. If you can't remember this, then I drop this aspect. 

Do you remember reading in all the local newspapers that the 
present Prime Minister, the Honourable Mr. Strijdom, had asked 
a question in the House of General Smuts who was then Prime 
Minister about these organisations, and that General Smuts had 
inter alia replied as follows % 'xhat he considered it in the 
interests of South Africa that the bonds of friendship with the 

Soviet Union should be maintained and strengthened where pos-
sible and that in his opinion, the continuance of the patronage 
of Judges, Administrators and highly placed officials in the 
Government service was not unobjectionable if it was to 
promote friendship between the Union of South Africa and the 
Soviet Union'. Do you remember anything of that? I 
know nothing about it. 
BY THE COURT : 

When was that question put by Mr. Strijdom, Mr. 

Berrange? 
BY MR. BERRANGS : 

This was reported in the "Star", 9th March, 1945. 
I'll leave out the question as to who were the sponsors, 
patrons and supporters of these organisations-seeing that 
the question of tours to the Soviet Union seem to be of some 
importance to the Crown in this case, perhaps you may remem-
ber this. That a goodwill tour was arranged by the Friends 
of the Soviet Union for the purpose of allowing Certain 
people to go to the Soviet Union, and the people who accepted 
were the Reverend Wilfred Parker, Mr. Sullivan M.P., Mr. 
Douglass Cowan, Mr. van Riet, Mr. Grant White, Mr. Jones of 
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the South African Press association, the Reverend Blexall, 
Ivl r « * ; o o a o o o o o o • P & sident of the Trades and L ab^ur G ouncil, 
Mr. Hymie Scheier, Mr. Justice Broom of Natal, do you know 
anything about this tour that was arranged to the Soviet 
Union? No, never heard of it. 
BY THE COURT s 

When was that? 
BY MR. BERRANGE : 

The arrangements were made at the end of 1945 and 
1946. By what name - or what name did you give to the letters 
P.O.3.U. when you gave evidence yesterday? Friends of 
the Soviet Union. 

Friends of the Soviet Union. Is that the name you 
gave us yesterday? I think I did. 

Or didn't you say Friendship of the Soviet Union? 
I can't remember what I said, but I imagine I said Friends 
of the Soviet Union. 

Has there ever been any organisation that has been 
known as the F.07S.U.? The South African Society for 
Peace and Friendship with the Soviet Union, yes. 

That was known as the F.O.S.U.? Yes. 
Surely you are not serious? The South African Society 

for Peace and Friendship with the Soviet Union only came 
into existence in 1948. 
BY THE COURT : 

Did you know an organisation in South Africa by the 
name F.O.S.U.? This is the same organisation I am referring 
to under those... 
BY MR. BERRANGE : 

How do you know? Can you show me any document, any-
thing in writing, anything at all, which refers to any 
organisation as the F.O.3.U.? May I put it this way. 
F.O.S.U. conveys to me the South African Society for Peace 
and Friendship with the Soviet Union. 
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Why? That is what it conveys to me. 
Why should it convey that to you? The letters don't 

even stand for that? It might not, but that is what it 
conveys to me. 

Where did you get that information from? 
BY THE COURT : 

Do you m̂ -an that you really accepted that these two 
were one and the same society, the P.O.S.U. and the S.A.SL 
P.P.S.U.? You really accepted that they were one and the 
same society? Yes. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. 3ERR..NGE RESUMED : 

You have accepted it as such without having any evi-
dence in regard to it, is that the position? I accepted 
it as such. 

My question went further. Without having any evidence 
in regard to it. I want to put it to you quite clear that 
there has never been in this country any organisation which 
was ever known as or referred to as the P.O.S.U. Do you 
dispute it? I can't say anything further about it. That 
is my personal view. That is how I accepted it. 

Without having any information or evidence in regard 
to it. Is that not so? I cannot say. 

I want to deal with this meeting of the 7th November, 
1954 held in Fordsburg. Might I have your original notes in 
regard to it? I haven't got it. 

And to assist the witness, perhaps you would giye 

him a transcript for ready reference. The Exhibit is G. 706. 
Whereabouts did you sit, or scand at this meeting? I sat 
I think it was the second last row. 

Did you have a notebook with you? That is the 
notebook. I had pages I tore from it. 

You had a notebook? Yes. 
Did you make the notes at the meeting or after the 
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meeting? At the meeting. 
And G. 706 are the notes you made at the meeting? 

Yes. 
Contemporaneously with the events and the speeches? 

Yes. 
Did you mark the pages at the time you were making your 

notes, pages 1, 2, 3, 4 and so on? May I have a look at 
that? It is my handwriting, the numbering there. 

Did you mark those pages at the time? I must have 
marked them at the time. I can't remember having numbered 
them afterwards, I am not so sure about that but I think I 
marked them when I made the notes. 

After - you say that you made notes contemporaneously 
as the events occurred and as the speeches were made? Yes. 

Did you, when you had come to the end, that is on page 
18, go back at all in order to make any amendments or additions 
or did you merely go on with the continuity? It is a long 
time ago, I can't remember now. I only remember that I made 
those notes at the meeting. 
BY THE COURT : 

By looking at the notes can you tell us whether any 
additions and amendments were made? 
BY MR. BERRANGE : 

Or whether you went back at all for the purpose of 
making any additions? I am looking to see whether there 
are any alterations. There are alterations there on page 3. 
I altered Toemang, Toemang. 

Was that done at the time or did you do it after the 
meeting? That was done at the time. 

So can we .take it then that you in recording that 
which took place there, recorded consecutively from pages 
one to eighteen without making any additions, amendments, or 
alterations after the meeting? I made no alterations 
after the meeting. 
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Additions? No additions whatsoever. 
You continued consecutively from the first page to 

the last page? Yes. 
I want to suggest to you that you are mistaken about this, 
probably mistaken, because it is such a long time ago. Novem-
ber 1954. I want to suggest that you are making a mistake in 
the sense that these notes were written up after the meeting? 

Those notes were written at the meeting. 
You of course did not know until the meeting had 

concluded at what time it was going to conclude, did you? 

How is it that on page two we have the following in-
scription 'Meeting Commenced at 2.45 p.m. and terminated at 
5 p.m.'? That is why I say I cannot say whether I numbered 
the pages there or afterwards. 

It has got nothing to do with the numbering of the 
pages? I could have written that at the end. 

You have just told us that you didn't go back to put 
in any additions, that is what you have just said to us? 
As far as I remember those notes were made at the meeting. 

Is it possible that you may be mistaken? They were 
made at the meeting. 

You say, as far as you can remember. I am asking you 
if you incorporate those words into your evidence because there 
is now a possibility that you may be mistaken? As far as I 
can remember they were made at the meeting whilse I was sitting 
there in the Hall. 
BY TH5 COURT : 

Do you concede then that all the notes weren't written 
consecutively then? That might be so. 

That point is made in regard to the point of the time 
of conclusion. You have said that all the notes were written 
up consecutively? Yes, but I could hav„ at ch- end of the 
meeting, I could have made a last page and put those particular 
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in there and then renumbered it. 
It is not a question of renumbering at all. The time 

of the commencement and conclusion of the meeting is shown 
on page 2. We are not concerned with the renumbering. Why-
did you write the time of the conclusion of the meeting on 
page 2. That is the point. T^e Defence is trying to show 
that your notes must have been written up after the meeting. 
The suggestion is obvious. Why did you write it in this 
form : The meeting commenced at 2.45 p.m. and terminated at 
5 p.m. That is on page 2 of your notes. Do you understand 
that the suggestion is that the way in which you have written 
the time there indicates that your notes were made afterwards, 

not at the time of the meeting? I cannot concede that, 
because these notes were made at the time of the meeting. 

Will you explain then why it is written in that form? 
No, I can't. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BERRANGE RESUMED : 
This meeting, according to you lasted for two and a 

quarter hours, starting at 2.45 p.m. and concluded at 5 p.m. 
I take it that you will concede that in reporting a meeting 
such as this in longhand, it would be impossible for you to 
get anything like everything that was said down? Yes. 

You would only get a very small portion of what was 
said down? That is correct. 

What portions would you particularly pick out to get 
that down? No particular portions. As far as I could 
keep up with the speaker, and then I didn't endeavour to keep 
up because I knew it was impossible. 

Would expect that you would have recorded a certain 
these with which the speaker is dealing, which would then 
break off and there would be no consecutiveness about it 
because of the fact that you wouldn't be able xo elaborate 
that theme? Yes. As I say I could not have done so, I 
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could not write as fast as the speakers were speaking. 
7e arc fortunate in this sense that the Reverend 

Thompson made a point of allways keeping all his speeches, 
and I have this one here, this one of the 7th November, 1954. 
And I would like you to take your notes and tell us whether 
his speech did not go in the following manner. If you like 
you can have a transcript for easier reference. I suggest 
that he first of all indicated that this was the 37th Anniver-
sary celebration of the October Revolution? Yes, it can 

be so. 
You have got is as 'the 37th anniversary of the great 

U.S.S.R.8 I want to suggest to you that what he said was 
that this was the i37th Anniversary of the great October 
Revolution of the U.S.S.R.'? It is quite possible. 

In other words, not only were you unable to keep up, 
but you also abbreviated some of the sentences? Naturally 
I abbreviated. I couldn't do otherwise. 

Then he went on to say that 'Today and during this 
week, there would be great celebrations in the U.S.S.R.'? 
There will be what? 

•Gr^at celebrations in the U.S.S.R.'? Yes. 
Correct. Then he Went on to deal with the phenomenal 

achievements made over the past thirty-seven years. That is 
not contained in your notes, is it? I have got here -
'There came a new movement, terrible in its beginning, but 
remarkable afterwards'. 

Did he then make a contrast bin dealing with the back-
ground of the U.S.S.R., make a contrast between The Soviet 
Union after the re-volution and Russia in Czarist days? 
I can just read on from where I left off. 'A regime which 
gave men and women a better chance in life'. 

Yes, that is all, that is not Very much in describing 
the contrast between the countries before and after the 
revolution? This is what I have got down. 
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I know it is what you have get down, but I am sugges-
ting to you that that is only the smallest portion of what he 
said? You try it. See if you can keep up with a person. 

I couldn't? I tried my best and I got down as much 

as I could. 
I'm not blaming you. I am not criticising you. Maybe 

we could cut it short if I could just get one concession from 
you. That that which you are able to get down in a meeting 
of this nature, in a speech of this nature, writing longhand, 
possibly would not be mofe than five per cent of what was said 
by the speaker? Th-t is possible. 

Now I understood you to say that in regard to the 
meeting of the 9th February, 1954, that there was a steno-
grapher present who took shorthand notes? Yes. 

This man has since died? Yes. 
Do you know where his shorthand notes are? They 

must be with the Prosecutor. 
Have you seen them? Yes. 
Have they been transcribed? I received the trans-

cription from Mr. Davis xoersonally after he transcribed it. 
After he transcribed it, A few days after the meeting. 

A few days after the meeting. Did you compare it with 
your own notes? I might have. 

Can't you remember? I can't remember. I might 
have. 

Isn't it the natural thing to do? I made my own 
notes in the same way. I don't know whether I compared my 
notes with his, I can't remember. 

Now this meeting lasted for how long? You are 
referring to the Trades Hall meeting now? 

Yes, the first meetihg on the 9th February? It 
must have lasted for about two hours. 

Haven't you got a note of how long it lasted? If 
it is in my notes, I don't know. 
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May we have a look at your notes? There they are. 
You will agree that the way in which you compiled your 

notes of the meeting of the 7th November, 1954, is very dif-
ferent from the manner in which you compiled your notes at the 
Trades Hall meeting on the 9th February. Perhaps I can assist 
you in indicating the differences I notice, The meeting of 
the 7th November, 1954, you started it out with a heading. 
You described the meeting. A meeting of the South African 
Society for Peace and Friendship with the U.S.S.R. You set 
out that it was held at the Broadway Cinema, 24 Lovers Walk, 
you set out the date. You set out the manner in which the 
hall was decorated, none of which you did in regard to the 
meeting referred to on G. 705 where you merely went straight 
into the first speech which was made by the chairman, Mr. 
Percy Cohen? That might be so. 

Not might be so. Please lo .k at your notes and tell 
me if it is so? Yes, I have no heading on the other notes. 

That is so, is it not? Yes. 
Then in your description of the meeting of the 7"th 

November, 1954, you then went to indicate that the meeting 
commenced at 2.45 p.m. and terminated at 5 p.m. That is on 
page 2 as we know? Yes. 

A similar technique is not to be found in G. 705, is 
it? No. 

Nothing to indicate when the meeting started or when 
the'meeting ended? I haven't read through th^ notes. It 
might be. 

On G. 705 merely consists of a transcript of what 
the speakers said, without any comments whatsoever by you 
as to the manner in which the hall was decorated, who the 
meeting was held by, who was present, how long the meeting 
lasted or anything of that sort. That is so, is it not? 
Yes, that is so. 

The manner in which the two meetings were described 
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arc completely different in the sense I have indicated to 
you? Yes. 

And that is again another reason why I want to suggest 
to you that your record of the meeting of the 7th November, 
1954 was obviously a record that was made after the meeting? 

It was not so. I couldn't have got this out of my 
finger. I wrote it down at the meeting. 

I don't say you got it out of your finger, or... 
BY THE COURT s 

I don't think that is the correct attitude, Mr. Viviero 
It is not suggested th_.t you must hc.ve sucked it out of your 
finger. One can write down what one remembers after a 
meeting has finished, and that is the s tggestion? No, 
these notes were made at the meeting. 
BY MR. BERRANGE : 

But you told us a little earlier that you ean't say. 
Just look at your notes, on G. 705 and would you tell his 
Worship why you in compiling your notes of the 7th November, 
1954, adopted such a completely different manner "of recording? 

I might have had more time. I don't know why. It could 
haye been that I had more time. 

You might have had more time? Most probably I was 
there long before the meeting started or it could have been 
anything, I can't explain that. 

But they are completely different, aren't they? 
Yes, I admit that. 

You are not suggesting that you didn't have time in 
recording the meeting at the Trades Hall to set out the time 
of commencement and the time of termination, ^re you? I 
cannot say. It might be that I got to this meeting later. 

I am c-sking you that are you suggesting that you 
couldn't have had time to record the time of commencement 
and the time of termination? I could have. I can't say 
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I left it out. 
I an not asking you why you didn't. I am asking you 

whether you arc suggesting th t you didn't have time to do it? 
No. 

It wasn't done? No, it wasn't done. 
'Thy should you suggest that in recording the speeches 

at the meeting of the 7th November, 1954 in the actual recording 
of the speeches, that you would have had more time than you 
had at the Trades Hall? I don't understand you, Mr. Berran-

Why do you suggest that you had more time in recording 
the meeting of the 7th November, 1954, than you had when you 
recorded the meeting which is found on Exhibit G. 705? I 
might have tried at the one meeting to get in more. 

But you suggested... 
BY THE COURT : 

Mr. Berrange, I think you are merely trying to 
reverse the position. You asked him why his manner of recor-
ding is so different. His answer was that he supposed he had 
more time. Are you merely trying to reverse the position 
with this meeting? 
BY MR. BERRANGE : 

I don't think so, Sir. I am merely asking why he 
suggests that he had more time? It could have been that 
I allowed myself more time, taking things at my leisure, 
writing less than what I possibly could have... 
BY THE COURT s 

You did say that y^u might hage got there earlier 
to give you more time to record all these details? Yes. 
BY MR. BERRANGE : 

That I accept, but now I am dealing with the speeches 
itself, when we come to the time when the speakers are 
engaged in addressing the public from the platform. Now I 
refer to the meeting of the7th November, 1954, where you 
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have this sort of thing : 'The Reverend D. C. Thompson now 
on platform. Is the Chairman. Welcomed everybody present 
and says ..' and then you have a quotation. Then you come to 
the next speaker. 'Third speaker, A. Patel, Secretary, 
Transvaal Indian Congress'. 'Fourth speaker, Robert Resha. 
Chairman, A.N.C. Youth League'. If you have regard to the 
meeting recorded on G. 705... 
BY THE COURT ; 

There is more detail you say in those notes? 
BY MR. BERRANGE : 

And actually at the time when the speakers are 
engaged? Yes. It is just a matter of how you feel the 
day you record these meetings. You sometimes exert yourself 
a little bit more than other times. 

So you may have exerted yourself a little more on the 
7th November than you did on the 9th February? Quite 
possible. 

Tell me, when you attended this meeting on the 9th 
February, in the Trades Hall, you told us that a number of 
documents were seized frommembers. Was everybody in the Hall 
searched? Yes, to my knowledge. 

How many people were there? There were quite a 
number of people. 

What authority did you possess for this procedure? 
I was............ with my superiors, sir. I acted on their 
instructions. 

What authority did they possess? I never queried 
their authority. 
I am not asking you whether you queried it? I merely 
complied with instructions. 

Was any search warrant produced? I did not see a 
search warrant. 

You didn't see any Search warrant being produced? 
No, 
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To anyone of the numbers of people who "were searched? 
I can't remember. It could have been, I can't remember 

whether it was or not. 
You say you don't remember any search warrant being 

produced to anyone of the numbers of persons who were 
Searched? I don't say it was not produced. 

I didn't say so either. I said you don't remember? 
Yes, I don't remember having seen it. 

You don't remember having seen it? No. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS : 

CRpSS-EXaMINED BY MR. SL0V0 : 
You have been in the Special Branch longer than five 

years, haven't you? No, I have been there five years. 
Didn't you give evidence in some political case in 

1949? That is right. 
Were you then a member of the Special Branch? Yes, 

sir. 
And from 1949 to 1957..? Only for a short while 

I was taken off then and I went on the Diamond Section and I 
only returned to the Special Branch five years ago. 

At the time of this meeting in February, 1954, who 
was your superior officer? If I can remember correctly, 
it was Colonel Prinsloo. 

At that meeting of the 9th February, 1954, was Major 
Spengler present? Yes, he was present. 

Was he then one of your superior officers? Yes. 
I am given to understand that all the police who 

arrived there, arrived armed with rifles and machine guns? 
I for one was not armed, sir. 

Did you see the others? I saw armed policemen 
outside. 

Did you see th t they were armed with rifles and 
machine guns? I never saw machine guns. 
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Sten guns? I never saw sten guns either, I saw 
rifles. 

Did the rifles have bayonets on them? Not that I 
remember. 

Is it possible that they had bayonets on them? It 
is possible. 

Did you see any armed policemen inside the hall? 
Not inside the hall. As far as I can remember the armed police-
men were outside the hall. 

Do you know why they were there? No. 
Did you yourself from what you observed suspect that 

there would be a riot? At that meeting? It could have 
been. 

Did you, from what you observed, suspect that there 
might have been a riot at that meeting? How can i say now. 

But you were there? '"'hat was your impression? Did 
you suspect that your life might have been endangered by what 
was going on at that meeting? It could have. 

why do you say it coald have? IT could have. 
Why do you say that? What occurred at that meeting 

that you can recall now that made you suspect that possibly 
your life...? I cannot say what would have occurred if 
those armed policemen wfere not there. 

What occurred before the armed police arrived? I 
wasn't there before they arrived. I came aft~r they arrived. 

When you came there, was this gathering a peaceful 
gathering? J-'here was the normal meeting being addressed 
by normal speakers with the normal Special Branch present. 
Is that correct? I say it was a normal meeting addressed by 
normal speakers in the hall? L.t me put it this way. When 
you arrived at that meeting, was everybody seated in their 
seats? YeS. 

Were there speakers seated on the platform? Yes. 
Were you yourself armed? I was not armed. 
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You sat down at that mooting, second row from the back 
I think you said? No, not at that meeting. 

Where did you sit at that meeting? I don't know 
whether I went into the hall. 

Where did you take your notes? I am confused about 
what meeting you are talking about. 

I am talking about one meeting and one meeting only, 
and thdt is the meeting of the 9th February, 1954. I refresh 
your memory. Dr. Percy Cohen you say was Chairman? Oh yes 
The Trades Hall. 

Did you enter the Hall? Yes. 

Did you sit down? That time I did not sit at the 
back, I sat towards the centre. 

And you told His Worship that it was a normal meeting? 
— Yes. 

Nothing untoward occurred? Yes. May I mention 
that I was just a bit mixed up with this meeting. I didn't 
know which meeting Mr. Slovo was referring to. 

While you were sitting there a posse of armed police 
arrived? Yes. 

Did they arrive after you arrived? Yes. At this 
meeting I was sitting in the hall. 

You didn't have anything to do with calling them, did 
you? No. 

In fact you had no reason to call them, personally? — 
No, I was not responsible for... 

I am asking you whether you had any reason to call the 
assistance of colleagues in the force, armed colleagues? 
Ho.I 

Could you explain to His Worship why it was necessary 
for those armed police to come to this meeting, is there any 
explanation? That you had better ask my superiors. I 
can't say. 

But as far as you are concerned, from what you 
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observed there was no necessity? I was in the hall. 
But as far as you could observe as o.n ordinary normal 

human being who was attending a meeting, could yea see any 
necessity for the arrival of armed police at that meeting? — 
As I said before, it was a normal meeting. 

And you could see no necessity for it, personally? — 
I was inside. As far as I was concerned, I was inside the 
hall, I don't know what happened outside. 

You heard no noise, no riot, no firing outside the 
hall? No. 

I don't Jcnow if you were given any instructions in 
this regard, but I want to put it to you that just about 
that time, the Special Branch commenced on this procedure 
of arriving at numerous public meetings armed with weapons. 
Do you recall that? What is the question again? 

Let me put it this way. Just about that time, the 
beginning of 1954 and towards the end of 1953 the Special 
Branch had a habit of arriving at peaceful public meetings 
armed with weapons? I don't know. I haven't seen a 
Special Branch man carrying a weapon yet. 

Well, assisted by uniformed branch? 
BY THE COURT s 

At the meetings that you attended, it was the habit 
of police to come there armed? Not the Special Branch. 
BY MR. 3L0V0 : 

Yes, but assisted byttohe uniformed branch? I have 
noticed armed police at some of these meetings. 

I wonder if you would be of assistance and possibly 
allay some of my suspicions in this regard. I want to put 
it to you that you as a Special Branch man, received specific 
instructions at about that time that for purposes of intimi-
dating political opponents of the Government, the police 
were to on every possible occasion, when meetings of this 
character were held, arrive armed in the manner that they 
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arrived armed at this particular gathering? No. 
You know of no such instructions? No, most definitely 

not. 
You know of no reason why they should come armed, a 

better reason than the one I have given you? I know of no 
reason. 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 
NO RE-EXAMINATION. 

PETRUS JOHANNES COETZEE, duly sworn; 
EXAMINED 3Y THE P.P. : 

You have already given evidence? I have. 
On the 6th November, 19>5 did you attend a meeting? 

I did. 
Did you make notes at the meeting? I made shorthand 

notes. 
And you have your shorthand notes now befor^ you? 

I have. 
Did you also make a transcript of your shorthand notes? 

Yes. 
And you also hcive your transcript before you? Yes. 
What meeting was it? It was a public meeting of the 

South African Society for Peace and Friendship with the U.S.S.R. 
Where was it held? In the Trades Hall, at 30 Kerk 

Street, J hannesburg. The meeting commenced at 2.45 p.m. 
The first speaker, the Chairman, was the Reverend D. C. 
Thompson. 

Is he one of the accused? He is. (78). 
Did he address the meeting? Yes. 
Will you read what he said? "Friends, I want us 

now to start with this meeting. You realise that this has 
been called to celebrate the 33th Anniversary of the founda-
tion of the Soviet Union. Thirty-eight y^rs ago is a Very 
short span in xhe life of a country. When you think of it, 
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time is relative to all our lives. To a child, a baby, the 
minute, the very moment, is a period of time. What a baby 
wants is at that very moment to be satisfied. The baby's unit 
of time is a minute. It has been said that the child's unit 
of time is a day, the man's unit of time is a month or perhaps 
a week if you get paid every week, or it is a month. But then 
for a student it is perhaps a year. The year is his unit of 
time because he thinks in terms of his progress towards a 
degree or his other achievements to graduate in one form or 
another. But then the historian does not look at time from 
the point of view of the moment, oi the day or the month or a 
year. The historian looks at time from the point of view of 
ages. Sometimes in spans of hundreds of years. Now in com-
parison thirty-eight years celebration is a very short span, 
but it is little known that in those years great achievements 
have been realised in.the Soviet Union. We do right to remember 
the greatness of the Soviet Union. Its impact on world affairs 

and its impact and influence in the peace movement in the 
world. We do right to take part in this thirty-eighth anni-
versary and that is why amongst other celebrations, we have 
called a public meeting so th t the public can share in these 

celebrations and we say all hail to the great Soviet Union and 
what it has achieved on its thirty-eighth anniversary. And 
who would have thought that in this year past such great 
strides would have been made towards the real conciliation of 
the nations and peace. This is a great time, dear audience. 
You and I are in it, witnessing events taking place in very 
great numbers. We will gather as part of the public of 
Johannesburg in appreciation and celebrate this thirty-eighth 
anniversary. Now I declare this meeting open, and my first 
speaker this afternoon is Mr. Pieter Beyleveld. Pieter Bey-
leveld is going to speak on the progress of the Soviet Union 
in this period." The speaker, Pieter Beyleveld, European 
male, is amongst the accused. He thereupon continued. 
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Chairman, have rightly said : Spoken about the progress of 
the Soviet Union and the achievements of the Soviet Union over 
the last thirty-eight years. Mr. Chairman, we in this 
country h,.ve become used to it to have the Union of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics held up to us as a monster. We see it in 
the daily press. It is held up to us as some monster which is 
out to conquer the world. It is held up as some monster that 
is out to enslave people. It is held up as a tyranny in which 
the people fear their own government. But after a careful 
reading, Mr. Chairman, after carefully reading our own news-
papers, it becomes sometimes apparent through glimmering that 
we see in our own press that things are not really what they 
are made out to be in that press. I am thinking now of the 
example of the visit made by a group of Americans to the 
Soviet Union. When they came back, they had a lot to say, 
of course, about the dangers of the Communist ideology. The 
dangers of the Soviet Union to the -"merican people and the 
American way of life. But they also let out some things th_.t 
show us that some of the stories that we are used to hear and 
used to read are not quite as true as they are made out to be. 
I would like to give you shortly some of the statements made 
by some of these prominent Americans and I want you to remember 
that they are mostly members of the Republican Party, that is 
the party in power in America at the moment and if you know 
about the announcements by that party and its leaders, you 
will agree with me that these people cannot be regarded in 
any way as sympathetic to the Soviet Union and its people. 
This is what a certain Mr. Hull told newspapermen. Mr. Hull 
is in fact a Republican and you will remember that that party 
is very hostile to the Soviet Union. He said that the 
ordinary Soviet citizen is anxious to be friendly towards 
Americans, and Soviet Union officials are congenial towards 
Americans. Now, if you will remember how we were told that 
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the Government officials and the people of Russia are told to 
be hostile to the people of America and the Western world, 
this speech made by a prominent American, shows you the facts. 
Here an American told us that the Russians are anxious for 
peace and we are told that they want war. We have been told 
that the Russian leaders are so frightened of the Voice of 
America broadcasts, that they - but this is all propaganda. 
The Congress men who came back told about the wonderful 
reception and that it was very good in M.scow and that no 
jamming takes place at all. He said th t he could listen to 
the Voice of .America broadcasts all over Eastern Europe and 
here we are told that the broadcasts to Russia are jammed so 
that the people in Russia cannot hear what the Americans have 
to say. But here we have the evidence of a prominent American 
citizen who was able to pick up the broadcasts all over Russia*. 
Compare that, friends, with the statements made by the pre.iS. 
What a howl went up in America over this statement made by 
this eminent person, because these things were read all over 
America. They also told the "merican press that the Soviet 
Union leaders were constantly fighting and calling for a free 
inter-change of goods as well as constant negotiation, in 
other words, they invited these .Americans to come to Russia 
and that many more should come along and see for themselves 
what is going on in Russia. Now, friends, compare th-t with 
the situation in our own country. Compare that with what we 
have been told, that you cannot go and visit the U.S.S.R. 
Think of the myth of the iron curtain, that you cannot possib-
ly go and see for yourself. You cannot go and find out what 
is happening behind that political curtain. Here in our 
oen country we know you cannot visit Soviet Russia. It is 
true that a few days ago the Government announced that they 
will allow people to go behind the iron curtain. "Te have 
been told for years. But they definitely said that that 
'would only be for a few people. Certain people, that others 
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will not be allowed this facility. Under our passport laws, 
to get a passport to go and visit the so-called countries 
behind the iron curtain. i'he iron countries. We have been 
told for years that in the Soviet Union all forms of religion 
have been suppressed. Amongst that group of Americans who 
visited the U.S.S.E. there was a certain Mr. William Reed. 
This is what he had to say. Firstly, I saw no signs of 
racial discrimination. I am prepared to say that racial 
discrimination is non-existent in the U.S.S.R. In some places 
the majority of the people are non-Whites, and that non-White 
people hold responsible positions in the U.S.S.R. Det us 
compare that with our own laws. Our own passes, with our own 
Urban Areas Act and many other laws which discriminate between 
people because of their race. Another leader of the Baptist 
Church in America and Evangelical Church, said American offi-
cials told me what I should say and what I should not say in 
Russia. And when I got there I said what I wanted to say. 
There is great interest in religion in Russia. You will 
hardly get any building without a Church in Russia. But what 
impressed me most was the vitality of the Christians in Russia. 
Compare that with the report that religion was suppressed in 
Russia and that all religious leaders in Eastern Europe and 
Russiaare subjected to restrictions, that religions are 
oppressed. We have been told that you cannot get information 
about Russia and the countries behind the iron curtain. This 
is what another prominent American has to say about this. 
They were astonished with the ease with which they could get 
information about any question which they wished to raise. 
I did not get anywhere behind the iron curtain where they did 
not want to help. This from an American who is in no way 
sympathetic towards the Russian way of life. Mr. Chairman, 
compare that with what we have been told for years. Mr. 
Chairman, let us look at some of the achievements of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics over the lust thirty-eight years. 
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In 1918 Russia was a defeated country. It was then, I think 
you can care to say, one of the most backward countries of the 
world. But in 1945? that is twenty-seven years later, it 
played a major part in the defeat of Nazi Germany. In 1950 
they commenced with a plan, anFive Year Plan to increase 
industrial output in the U.S.S.R. and according to their plan, 
it was to be increased by 70$. In 1954, that is a year before 
their plan would have ended they have already achieved an 
increase of industrial output of 63$. In other words, they 
have nearly completed their plan for expanding their heavy 
industries according to their original Five Year Plan. In 
1954 the industrial output by the U.S.S.R. has increased by 
2.8 times compared with that of 1940. In other words, in 
fourteen years time, the U.S.S.R. has more than doubled, 
nearly trebled, 2.8 times, so that they have nearly trebled 
the industrial output of their country. During that same 
period the wages of the workers in the U.S.S.R. in other words, 
the real wages - now when I talk about real wages, if you see 
at the end of the week, the end of themonth what has been 
deducted, has been increased by 74$. It is true that since 
the war real wages have also increased in South Africa and 
other countries, but during that same period the prices of 
retail goods, in other words the prices at which you buy your 
goods, has dropped by 66$. In other words, the prices of 
goods in 1954 compared with the prices of goods in 1940, was 
44$ of what it was in 1940. Food in that same period 

dropped by no less than 75$ and surely, Mr. Chairman, that 
shows not only have wages gone up, but you can today in the 
ULS.S.R. buy more with your wages. In other words, in rela-
tion to food, you can now buy more than 75$ than what you 
could buy with the wages in 1940. But on top of that, wages 
received in 1940 have also been increased by another 75$. 
Now compare th t with food prices in our own country where 
food prices are still going up. Where the prices of goods 
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are going up daily and you c a n see what that increase in 
wgges in such countries as the U.S.S.R. to the workers, would 
mean to you. Mr. Chairman, and when we talk of the achieve-
ments of the U.S.S.R. we must not forget the great contribution 
that that country has made to world peace since the end of 
world war II. Our own press, the press of the Western world, 
we see daily in our press about things like preventative wars; 
about the armament programme in a country like America, Britain 
our own and others, but Mr. Chairman, during that same period, 
the U.S.S.R. has consistently preached and pleaded for peace. 
It has pleaded for the banning of the atom bomb and other 
atom weapons. It has played a major part in the bringing about 
of peace in Korea and Vietnam. While the West of the world 
caused fiction, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics gave 
its support and encouragement to the World Peace Movement, a 
movement that believes in negotiation, rather than war. Let 
us look at the workers of the U.S.S.R. and let us compare the 
state of that workers with the state of the workers in our own 
country. The workers of the Soviet Union play an important 
part in the government of the country, for the running of 
their interests. Compare th~t with our own position, where we 
have the Native Labour Settlement Act. Compare that with the 
words of our Minister of Labour, where he said that the Native 
Labout Settlement of Disputes Act was intended to bleed the 
Trade Unions to death. Compare that with the statement made 
by the Minister of Labour last night in Alberton, in which he 
said that in spite of the opioosition on ideological grounds 
or otherwise against the Industrial Concilliation Amendment 
Act, he was going to introduce it into Parliament at the next 
Session. Mr. Chairman, as President of the South African 
Congress of Trade Unions, I would like this opportunity to 
say to the Minister that we will and do oppose that Bill and 
not only that Bill, but the whole labour policy of the 
Nationalist Party Government and that we will not stop fighting 
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that legislation, and in that fight we will mobilise the 
people and we will not only destroy those Acts, but the fathers 
of those Acts, the people responsible for putting them on the 
Statute Books. Nov/, if we iook at these things, Mr. Chairman, 
I feel that we must decide for ourselves that here is a country 
not to make an enemy of; here is a country that we should be 
friendly with and it is therefore that a Society such as this, 
such as the Society for Peace and Friendship with the U.S.S.R. 
will play such a vital role in the lives of the people of 
South Africa. We need a body such as yours which can bring to 
the people the rcal truth of the situation, which ca^ overcome 
that continuous creation by our press, by our government, of 
suspicion against people from whom we can learn and with whom 
we should rather be friends than enemies. On this thirty-
eighth anniversary of an event that madd a sound impact on 
the history of mankind, we must thank the Russian people for the 
services that they have rendered to mankind, and the services 
they are still rendering to mankind. We must congratulate 
them on their achievements over the last thirty-eight years 
and to assure them that there are in South Africa, and I think 
that I can say without contradiction, that the large majority 
of the people of South Africa, offer them our good wishes and 
are thankful to them for the services that they have rendered. 
May they be assured of our best wishes in their task of mapping 
out the progress of mankind. Maye Buye." That concluded his 
speech, and the Chairman, Reverend D. C. Thompson commenced. 
"Now at this stage I wish to read to you the messages which 
have been sent to our meeting today, and tell you of greetings 
which have come to us and of c.urse which have only come to 
us because we are a Society teaching Peace and Friendship with 
the great Soviet Union. It is many years since I have now 
been Chairman of this Society, and had the privilege to share 
in the annual celebration and on this occasion we have a sheet 
of messages and of goodwill and appreciation for the big part 
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the Soviet Union has played in world affairs and the cause of 
peace and achievements realised up till now. I want to read 
these messages, telegrams and letters from the different 
bodies to the Society. First of all we have a telegram here 
from the Natal Peace Council s'Admire your efforts to bring 
about a better understanding of the Soviet Union and wishes your 
meeting every success. Long live the Soviet Union. Long live 
peace. Natal Peace Council.1 Then the Transvaal Peace Council 
sends greetings to the Secretary of the S.A. Society for Peace 
and Friendship with the U.S.S.E. 'Dear Friends, the Transvaal 
Peace Council sends you warm greetings on the occasion of the 
thirty-eighth anniversary of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. The great Soviet Union has since 1918 fought for a 
world of peace, happiness and security. It has consistently 
demanded the banning of the atom and hydrogen bombs and weapons 
of mass destruction by the mighty powers and for peace through-
out the world. Peaceful co-existence, championed by the Soviet 
Union is on the lips of the common man thr .'ughout the world 
today, and it is bearing fruit. Long live the U.S.S.R. Long 
live peace. Yours, for the Peace Council, J. Matamahiti'. A 
letter from our friend, Mr. Brian Bunting from Cape Town. 
'The Secretary for the Society for Peace and Friendship with 
the U.S.S.R., Johannesburg. Dear Friends, In reply to your 
letter of October 19th, I am haggy to send the following 
message : All South African citizens of goodwill congratulate 
the Soviet Union on this thirty-eighth anniversary of its 
foundation. This anniversary and every similar celebration 
in this country are a furtherance of the desire of the majority 
of South African citizens to live in peace and friendship with 
the Soviet people and to honour their achievements in peace 
and war for the benefit of all mankind. Yours fraternally, 
B. G. Bunting'. The Cape Town Peace Council sends this 
greeting ; 'The Secretary for Peace and Friendship with the 
Soviet Union. Dear Friends, It is with much pleasure that we 
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send a message requested by your organisation. We, the Cape 
Town Peace Council, greet the Soviet Union on the occasion of 
its thirty-eighth anniversary of the foundation of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. As an organisation devoted to 
furthering the cause of world peace, we acknowledge the great 
word of the Soviet leaders towards the attainment of this aim. 
Their efforts, perhaps more than any others, have culminated 
in the present Geneva talks from which we are confident there-
will emanate a further relaxation of international tension. 
With our greetings comes our profound hope that the Soviet 
Union may be allowed to carry on her peaceful reconstruction 
without threat of war and further that in the near future 
the whole world will direct its future attention to the better-
ment of mankind and not to its destruction. Yours Sincerely, 
Mi*. Shapiro, Secretary'. From the South African Congress of 
Trade Unions. Dear Friends, Acknowledge with this your 
letter of the 19th October. On the occasion of the thirty-
eighth anniversary of the foundation of the Soviet Union, the 
South African Cohgress of Trade Unions wishes to send frater-
nal greetings. The Soviet Union is a source of inspiration 
to workers throughout the world, just as its leaders are 
fighting for peace and earns the respect and love of all 
fighters for a better world. We wish your Society every 
success in its efforts to promote a better understanding 
between our country and the Soviet Union. Yours,fraternally, 
L. Masina, General-Secretary'. 'To the Secretary for the 
S.A. Society for Peace and Friendship with the U.S.S.R. 
Dear Friends, The Transvaal Region of the Federation of 
South African Women, accept this opportunity to congratulate 
on the occasion of the thirty-eighth anniversary of the 
foundation of the Soviet Union, the South African Society 
for Peacd and Friendship with the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, as a multi-racial federation of women's organisa-
tions, we welcome and proclaim our solidarity with all people 
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who endeavour to work for friendly relations with other coun-
tries. The achievement of the Soviet Union and the tremendous 
achievements of the Soviet women, give us hope for the future, 
despite the difficulties that beset us today. To the women of 
the Soviet we say : Your shining example gives us courage and 
where you stand today we will stand tomorrow in freedom and 
peace. May your Society continue to grow ahd become a great 
force in the struggle for peace and brotherhood throughout the 
world. Your fraternally, Helen Joseph, Honourary-Secretary1. 

Helen Joseph, is she one of the accused? There is a 
Helen Joseph amongst the accused. (13). "From the South African 
Congress of Democrats : !MDear Friends, On the 17th November, 
1917 the people of old Russia throwing off from their work-worn 
shoulders the parasites of Czarism, straightened up and set 
out on their task of establishing their own freedom charter. 
They set out to achieve this against apparently hopeless odds. 
But this made it possible for them to set out on the path which 
led them to astonishing achievements in every field of human 
activity. Today the people of South African know that if it 
had not been for the people of the Soviet Union, we would not 
now be discussing how to implement our own freedom charter and 
make it a reality. We send you our heartfelt greetings on 
this occasion. Yours sincerely, Piet Beyleveld, National 
Chairman'. The Natal Indian Congress : 'Dear Friends, On the 
thirty-eighth anniversary of the founding of the Soviet Union 
we greet the people of the Soviet Union for their courageous 
stand for world peace. We in South Africa who suffer from the 
yoke of tyrrany, deeply respect the high of sincerity and 
friendship which the Soviet Russia has shown for people strug-
gling against colonialism, imperialism and racialism. We 
welcome the moral support which they have offered to oppressed 
humanity in colonial and semi-colonial countries. In the 
thirty-eight years of their history, the Soviet Union has 
emerged victorious against fascist forces to guarantee the 



- 5094 -

world a new lease of civilisation and their development show 
that they have gone from strength to strength on the road to-
freedom, solidarity and democracy. On the occasion of their 
thirty-eighth anniversary, we convey to them our most cordial 
well wishes and express the hope that they will continue to 
strive for the furtherance of world peace and the defeat of 
forces who seek to destroy the well being of humanity the world 
over. Yours sincerely, N. G. Naicker.' The Transvaal Indian 
Youth Congress writes : 'Dear Friends, we are honoured to asso-
ciate ourselves with the S.A. Society for Pe ace a nd Friendship 
with the Soviet Union, who have assembled to celebrate the 
thirty-eighth anniversary of the foundation of the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet Union today stands as a bulwark for peace and 
against fascist imperialism. The people of the Soviet Union 
have persistently supported the struggles of the supx̂ ressed 
peoples throughout the world. We re-iterate our stand that we 
will never take up arms against the people of the Soviet 
Republic. We remain, yours faithfully, S. Esakjee and M. Mooll . 
Joint Honourary Secretaries'. Mr. Paul Joseph sends a letter 
under his own name : 'Dear Friends, I am in receipt of your 
letter requesting..." 

Paul Joseph, is he one of the accused? There is a 
Paul Joseph amongst the accused. (14). "... a message to your 
meeting this afternoon about the foundation of the U.S.S.R. 

thirty-eight years ago. I am highly honoured to do so. The 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is young. Only thirty-
eight years old, and as someone said last night, a baby. But 
what a mighty baby. Since 1917, when it was born, its achieve-
ments in housing, science, employment and culture, has shaken 
the world, despite the great obstacles in its way and it is 
this baby that the world has to thank for having kicked Hitler 
in the pants. It is significant that our opinion for trade 
and diplomatic relations with the U.S.S.R. has at last found 
and acho in the sub-editorial of the 'Star' advocating the 
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lessening of travel restrictions to the U.S.S.H. by the Union 
Government. This gesture can go a big way Towards clearing 
misunderstanding and may bring material go.in towards both 
countries. Therefore it is imperative for all South Africans 
who wish to see this become a reality to persue this enthusias-
tically further. I am sure that the day is not very far off 
when an approach can be made by distinguished citizens represen-
ting a broad section of public opinion, including those pros-
perous wool farmers, to the Union Government for diplomatic 
relations, trade and cultural relations with the U.S.S.R. 
Finally, through you, accept my warm congratulations and sincere 
greetings to the people of the U.S.S.R. on the thirty-eighth 
anniversary of the great October Revolution. Paul Joseph'. 
From the African National Congress Youth League : 'Message of 
greetings on the occasion of the thirty-eighth anniversary of 
the Soviet Union. Allow, Mr. Chairman, me to send our warmest 
greetings to this meeting. In the name of the Transvaal youth, 
I wish to extend our solidarity with the Soviet people and the 
Soviet youth on the occasion of the thirty-eighth anniversary 
of the great October Socialist Revolution. Thirty-eight years 
ago, under the leadership of the great Lenin, Stalin, the Bol-
shevic Party, the peoples of Russia, long exploited and oppres-
sed, succeeded in overthrowing the Czarist oppression and 
eliminated the remnants of party influence from their country, 
their motherland. They established the Union of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics, a society which is free from exploitation 
of man by man and which has been an everlasting source of 
inspiration to oppressed peoples the world over. The African 
youth fully realise that all these achievements would have 
been acquired with gr^at difficulty, were it not for the 
active participation of the Soviet youth. We as the youth, 
particularly applaud them for their sacrifices. Today we 
pledge ourselves and our support to the efforts of the Soviet 
people to oppose international war and in their fight for 
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