
(3) vi □ i 1 inttt > O p p o s i t i o n  leader* h a v e  been eli min a t e d  through 
t he use o-f e xtra-legal  means. V i g i l a n t e s  h a v e  been active in East 
London, Port Eliza beth, Uitenhage, C a p e  Town, Tembisa, 
B l o e m f o n t e i n ,  Soweto, Alexandra, and m a n y  Vaal and Natal 
t o w n s h i p s .

<45 forced r e m o v a l s . Some cf the most m i l i t a n t  symbolic 
s t r o n g h o l d s  of r e s i s t a n c e  have been d e s t r o y e d  as entire 
c o m m u n i t i e s  have been  relocated. I am r e f e r r i n g  to the great 
t r a g e d y  o-f Cros s r o a d s ,  but also to what h a p p e n e d  to Langa outside 
U i t e n h a g e ,  D u n c a n  Village, O u k a s i e  o u t s i d e  Erits and may other 
p o l i t i c i s e d  s q u a tter camps in the PWV.

(5) rent b o y c o t t  e v i c t i o n s . In r e s p o n s e  to the spread o-f the rent 
b o y c o t t  amongst c o m m u n i t i e s  who had no other way o-f protesting 
a g a i n s t  the E merge ncy, hundreds o-f p e o p l e  h a v e  been evicted -from 
t h e i r  h omes t h r o u g h o u t  the country.

<6 ) army o c c u p a t i o n s . The Army has o c c u p i e d  many o-f the public 
s p a c e s  p r e v i o u s l y  used by c o m m u n i t i e s  to hold meetings, such as 
s tadiums, h alls and schools. Furthe r m o r e ,  barbed wire has been 
used in some t o w n s h i p s  to s y m b o l i c a l l y  carve c o mmunities up into 
d i s c r e e t  units t h u s  disrupting the u n i t y  forged by street and 
area c ommittees.

In short, the JMCs are using their power tc rip communities 
apart, e x tract the leadership f r o m  the hearts of these
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  p u t  t o g e t h e r t h e P i e c  e c O  C  C 2 r. i n  c- w a y  m o r e
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housing d e v e l o p m e n t . By wey  o-f special g r a n t E  through the 
So u t h  A f r i c a n  Housing Trust *nd N a t i o n a l  Housing Commission, the 
state, in conjunction with the p r i v a t e  sector, is embarking on 
the most extensive housing c o n s t r u c t i o n  programme since the 
1910s.

<3 ) local government re-form. In 19e2 Fiet Koornhof introduced the 
B l a c k  Local Authorities by a r g u e i n g  that i -f blacl townships want 
sel-f-government, they must a l s o  be s e l f - f i n a n c i n g  and p r o m p t l y  
r e c o m m e n d e d  the withdrawal o-f c e t a i n  key state subsidies to 
townsh ips. This meant that in o r d e r  to upgrade township 
c o n d i t i o n s  tc bolster their m e a g r e  s u p p o r t - b a s e s , the c o u n c i l l o r s  
w e r e  -forced to increase rent and s e r v i c e  charges to raise r e v e n u e
- a move which e-f-f ect i vel y t r i g g e r e d  c-f-f the nation-wide t o w n s h i p  
r e v o l t s  starting with the Vaal U p r i s i n g  in September 1984. 
O-f-ficials now admit "it was s m i s t a k e  not to give the BLAs 
r e s o u r c e s  o-f magnitude." Now, M i n i s t e r  Heun is is introducing 
Regiona l Services Councils by a r g u e i n g  that townships cannot be 
e x p e c t e d  tc pay -for themse lves.

<4> s c r a p p i n g  o-f jn-flu>: c o n t r o l . This e-f-f ecti vel y means that the 
h u n d r e d s  o-f thousands o-f p e o p l e  w h o  were previously e x c luded -from 
t h e  right tc reside in the u r b a n  areas, may now do sc on 
c o n d i t i o n  they have access tc e m p l o y m e n t  and "approved 
ac c o m o d a t 1 o n ".
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feothanomi c t t this may mean s repre ssive version of ints*r d 
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  p r e m i s e d  on wege freerts, d e - r e g u l a t i o n , 
lowered Put Q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  e x t e n d e d  reprod u c t i o n  costs, 
u n c o n t r o l l e d  r e g i o n a l / m e t r o p o l i t a n  labour marj ets and reckless 
privat i s * t i o n .

In short, the state is m e e ting I e i) popular demands, but on its 
own terms and w h i l e  the p o p ular leadership are in jail. These 
de m a n d s  include housing, better services, ■financial support ■for 
local gov ernment and some form o-f political r epresentat i on at 
central government level. This is what Sam Huntingdon, the 
A m e r i c a n  Political S c i e n t i s t  with influence in government 
circles, calls "unilateral re-form", i.e. "reform by imposition 
■from above".

It must be noted that -for s e c u r i t y  officials, the reformist 
c i_-nw ess i ons are just as important as the repressive measures 
a l t h o u g h  less e f f e c t i v e  in the short term. The time lag between 
tr.e promi se of c o n c e s s i o n s  and their effect on the c o m m u n i t i e s  
lesds to rising e x p e c t a t i o n s  which, for those who subs c r i b e  tc 
the c o n s e r v a t i v e  e x p l a n a n t i o n  of revolution, can fuel 
revoluti ons.

'1— ’ e s »e d . is a tasl f u l f i l l e d  by the JMCs. Their coordinated  
con-rc* o-f intelligence, c o e rc ion and developmental resources 
ec.ips C h e r *  v e r  > e f f e c t i v e l y  *o- the test cf rest ru c t u r i n g  and 
r e.TCw 1 di nc civil scciety.
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