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The i dea f or t.he cade t s ca mp a i 9n 9erm i na ted i n t he schoo i. s 9r©u p shor t1 a 
a 1 1  e r t h e e n d o f t he " T r o o P s i .i u. t11 c a ro p a i 9 n „ h f t e r d i s c u s s i o n i t. w a * d e c i d e d 
to on1a take up the issue at the begining of 19sb tor the reason that if 
the camp a i 9n or i 9 i nated at the beginning o+ a schoo' year# its 
ramifications could extend throu9hout the aear. it was also felt that if 
the camp a i 9n was to ha ■>. v e sor»«e succes i t shou 1 d be ca.ref u 11 a conceP tu.a 1 i zed 
over a Period of time.

F111hermore.. :i t was dec i ded that a camp a 19n tar9eted at t.he toel nn i 9 of the 
1986 school a ear would 9i ve us time to t'or*9e t ink* with different 
organizations that were concerned with school militarization, ihe idea to 
work with these different organizations had three motivations. Firstly., an
1 dePth assessment of the strate9ies that the schools 9rou.P had »mP toyed in 
schools lead us to believe that we should work as closely as Possible with 
s c h o o 1 s t u. d e n t s. W e f e 11 t h a t i# i e» i n o r 9 a. n i z i n 9 m e e 11 n 9 s a. n d d i s t r i b u t i n 9 
media, for example., we had imposed our ideas on them, loo little credit had 
b e e n 9 i w e n t o t h e i r c r :i t i c a 1 f a c u 111 e s. W e h a d r e s o 1 v e d t o w o r k m o r e 
closely with school students in the future# especially with the PuPils' 
Awareness and Action Group <PhhG.>. PAAG was born towards the end of last 
year out of a UCT initiative to make contact with school students. A 
meetin9 organized ha UCT for school students had been banned wth a sPin 
off of the formation of PAAG. A number of white school students# at this 
time had also boycotted school in solidarity with hlack students. Our 
second motivation was that we should Pull in other organizations that 
eP resented other const i tuenc i es effected ba schoo 1 m 1 I i ta r i za.11 on # v i z 
teachers and Parents. Or9anizatioons that we approached were Education for 
an Aware South Africa CE.'uASa># Black Sash# Womens' Movement for Peace CWMP) 
and UUP area commitees. We also had an observer from the UC"! education 
faculty. ihe third motivation was that 9iven the state s likely repressive 
feelin9s towards EC*.-# a. "front" of organizations addressin*^ this issue 
c o u 1 d P o s s i b 1 a m o d e r a t e e x P e r i e n c e d a 9 9 r e s s i o n •.

i#J e a 1 s o p 1 a n e d t o i n v * o I vt e t h e o t h e r E C C s u b c o m m i 11 e e s i n t his c 9 a m P a. i 9 n a. s 
much as Possib l e. The camPai9n wou ld be fa 11in9 into the Period between 
action round the .January call up and the Workin9 for a Just Peace camp a. i9n 
<WJP>. In our initial ASP (later to be called WJP> meetings# we had decided 
that a cadets camPai9n could be a useful antecedent to WJP# as one could 
ca 11 for an a 11ernat i ■■ /e to ca dets» We f e 11 that a. n a 11ernat i v<• e ca det 
Programme coul be incorporated into WJP„
1> fl WORKSHOP I

We Planned a workshop for the be9innin9 o+ Uecember to draw the above 
organizations Plus sub com. re*'s. to discuss the fesihilita of the 
c a m p a 19 n. I" h e w o r k s h o p r a n a s toll o w s :

W. Introduction to militarization in schools. A paper was prepared 
which Presented the curent state of school militarization 
including the cadets system# drum majorettes and VP programmes.
* Personal reflections on individual teachers" and students-" 
p e rcePti on and e xPer i e nce of schoo 1 m i I i t a. r i z a 11 on.
# P r e s e n t a. t i o n of leg a 1 i t i e s o f r a i s i n 9 the issu e o f s c h o o 1 
militarization in genera! and cadets in Particular, section 57 of 
the defense act '• Proclaiming cadets is not compulsory? was also of 
i nterest.
:4i irirainstorm of idea -, on how the issue should be tack * ed



i* Discuss ion around the way in which di + f ê ent- organizations could 
fit- into the camPa i9n-

11 w a s d e c i d e d a t t h e w o r k s h o p t h a t t h e i s s u. e o + s r h o o I m i Iit e r i z a t i o n w a s 
unsettling,, hut that it was di+'f icu.lt to address in its entirity» 
Conse'-i uen111a .> we reso 1. •• ted to address ourse I ves sP ec i ♦ ical 1. a to the i ssue 
of cadets> but with attempts to address ourselves to other components of 
school mi Iiterization. i t was felt that it would be important to expose the 
links between school miiitarizatiooro the broader militerization in our 
society and the SRDP. I he feel''.'as that the camPai9n should take Place 
in the second week o+ the new school term; it would raise the issue of the 
ro i e of radets as students were receivin9 their uni +'orms. Unfor11.■ nateIy 
this ment that we would be unable to raise the issue of school 
mi 1 itarination with student- teachers over the same Period. We ail resolved 
to meet earIy in the New Vear,

2) PLANNING THE; CHMPHIGH.

Four meetin9s were heId wi1h reps. from the dit'f eren+:■ or■ 9anizations. 11 wa.s 
decided to focuss on 12 boa's schools in the you.them yuburbs» The camPa.i9n 
wa s P I anned in these f oru.ms. khhU .• EDHyFi and fi I. ack ya sh r eP s. Part i c i P ated 
fii Um in the concePtua i ization and P 1 annin9. In Practic6' however .• most of 
the work was carried out toy b.CC. Representation from other sub committees 
was initial la disaPointi.n9« However - the may be attributed to the 
unsea son a 1 nature of the timin9 of the camPai9n.« as well as the sub corns, 
over extentions«

3 > The CRMPRIGN.

j- 0r. g.a s 0 c. qu.t- i. i ned a.bov>'e, the camP a 19n be9an on the 2821. The ca mP a. i 9n 
i.jas due to run over toe weekend of the National Conference' however the 
dominant fee Iin9 was that this would not be a Problem as onIa 2kt CaPe Town 
PeoPle were to 9o. The camPa.i9n Proceeded as +ollows:

TUESOflV 28/1; WPM house meetin9» Nio Lois and a PflRG Person sPoke. 
Hote'"ided ba 36 PeoP le. 11 was very sucessf'u I and use + uI discussion emer9ed.
I q.sted from 8Pm to after 1.1 Pm,

MEBNESDRV 29/1; PamPhi.eteerin9 of 12 di+'ferent schooIs- PamPhlet aimed to 
hi9hli9ht the issue o+' mi 11tarization in schools and draw links with 
mi I itarization in the rest of society. It also outlined some of the aims of 
14 j p.. C o n t e n t i n t h e P a m P h I e t w a s a b 11 w e a k w i t h t o o m a n a a s s u m P11 o n s b e i n 9 
made about the Problem with the SHDP"''s role. L>raPhic o+ PW was Probably a 
b i t ha r sh. P amP h I. e t wa s we I i r ec e i ve d a t s choo I s. 81 one schoo I.- he adm as t e r 
c a 11 e d P a m P h I e t e e r s i n t o h i. s office .. P o u r e d t h e m t e a a n d o f f e r e d t o 
distribute pamphlets to his students in the future >f he a9reed with the 
content.

THUPSDRV 30/1■ Picket had been p lanned however• had f•"• he cancel led in 
terms of Bri9, Swart.'s order. issued the Previous afternoon* in which he 
had banned the display of all anti apartheid media., i.trder t.ias overturned by 
Le Gran9e after vocal outcry by ECC and others.

88njRDRV 1/2: Banner Pa.intin9 by Media committee, Few white students and 
on la black students Participated with Media, com in wha.t was des i 9ned
a s a. n o n r a c i a i e x e r c i s e. i m m a. 9 e P a i n t e d w a s s c h o o 1 s t u d e n t- s h e i n 9 t u r n e d 
into cadets by machine. Banner was not used in the camPai9n. Not a very 
s u. c c e s s f u I e x e r-c i s e.



Pa.geS

W E D N E S D A Y  5 / 2 : 12 s c h o o  l s P a m p h  1.e t e e r e d , Pamphlet, c o n t e n t  i''formed P u P i l s  
t h at c a d e t s  was- not c o m p u l s o r y . A g a i n  i m a g e  of s o l d i e r  w a s  P r o b a b l y  a bit- 
harsh. School t j roe t a b l e  arid s t i c k e r  w a s  h a n d e d  o u t  - T i m e  t a b l e  arid s t i c k e r  
M e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  wet I r e c e i v e d  by s t u d e n t s .  Tw o p a m p h l e t e e r s  w e r e  P i c k e d
uP by Police for "jntero9ation" after a iroPIaint", Media was seized and
they were released after an hour.
(n addition# a schools meeting# hosted by PARi.j was held in the afternoon, 
fleetin9 ha.d been advertised on Paroph I.ets. Nic spnke P 1 us U3JF speaker« 
H11 e n d a n c e w a s p o o r w i t h a b o u t 3 0 P e o p I e» U Ii F s P e a. k e r' s c o n t e n t w a s n o t 
Perfect# but Nic sPoke weIl. Rttendence Possibly reflected organizational 
weakness of PRRG,

T HIJ R SDR V 6 / 2 : P i c k e t s held o i j. t s l d e 12 t a. r 9 e t e d s c h o o is wit h s i o 9 a n "cadet s 
is not coroPu 1.sory .> section 5? defence act"» Pickets i.»ere rooderateI I.y 
successful > but feel ing was that si.o9an was maybe too specific.

fin OPen Foru.ro was held in the everin9 at which a school student; a teacher 
and a Parent sPoke about the i r objections to the cadet system. This (for 
ro e) w a s t h e h i 9 h I i 9 h t o + t h e c: a ro P a i 9 n# w i t h a I I t h e s P e a k e r s P r o v i d i n 9 
u s e f u I p e r s P e c t i v e s o f t h e P r o b ) e ro f r o ro P e r s o n a I e x p e r i e n c e. T h e t e a c h e r 
came from a school that had stopped cadets from 1986. The Parent sPoke 
about how opposition to the cadet system at Bishops had resulted in an 
a I ternative to cadets bein9 offered. The school student sPoke about why he 
had objected to cadets the Previous year. A very useful discussion followed 
aroon9st the 4ki PeoPle that attended the forum.
FRI.DRV 7/2; Cadets Concert. or9an i zed by Culture Coro - H financial failure 
with only 60 PeoPle attendin9. T-shirts were successfully screened and the 
Fanzine was released. Problems identified included lack of advertisin9.« 
naccessable venue for school students (UCl campus)• specificity of bands 
hich possib1 y ha.d I iroited aPPea 1 and rushed conception o+' e .*eni n9»

Other components of the camp a i 9n included 9ood Press covere9e (see 
cliPPin9s)# an article about school roi titerization in the EitRSH newsletter, 
fi Press statement was released by Sash• FDRSR and PR Ac ralt in9 for an 
alternative to cadets. However this was only tacked on to the end of and 
a r t i c 1 e i n a. h e a v i i y P r e c i e d f o r m.

4> SUCESSES PHD FAILURES.

I’here were a number strong and weak Points that emerged during the 
assessment of the campaign. It was felt that overaIi the campaign had been 
s u c c e s s f u 1 a n d s i 9 n i f i c ant +' o r a n u. ro b e r o f r e a. s o n s. F i r s 11 y.. a. s 11. c c e s s f u I 
media caroPai9n Mas conducted around the issue of cadets in schools which 
hop e f u I I y h a d s oroe e t' f e c t i n c o n s c i o u s r e s s r a i s i n g ■ H o w e v e r # t h i s i s 
difficult to assess, secondly.- useful contacts were established with the 
dif'ferent 9roupin9s that Pa.rticiPated :i.n the ca.mpai9n. If notin9 e 1 se# this 
justified the energy expended by ECC. Thirdly., the schools group.- which has 
always been a relatively weak sub com,# initiated an ambitious campaign 
which involved the other sub corns, as well as other organizations. R direct 
spin off has been the recruitment of a few new members

The w e a. k n e s s e s o f t h e c a ro P a i. 9 n w e r e a. s f o 11 o w s : f i r s 11 m # t h e I a c k o f d i r e c t 
p a r t i c i P a t i o n o f s c h o o I s t u d e n t s ■: a P a r t f r o ro FAR u r e P s, ) i n t h e c a ro P a 19 n i n 
terms of participation in its concePtu.a.1 ization and attendance at events. 
This to some extent reflected our over reliance on PARI? which is 
experiencing its own Problems in terms aPathy in schools- We still have



Plenty to learn in terms of school mobilization. Secondly.. the timing of 
t h e c -3. m P a i 9 n w a s a P r o b I e m + r o m E C C' s P o i n t o f v 1 e w - T h e d r .3.1. n i n 9 o f 2 8 k e y 
activists to Durban was a Problem that was under estimated by some. Pi 
longer Period of conceptualization would have been useful. Thirdlyj» the 
lac*'- of schools in the Southern Suburbs that actual i.y have cadets! Out of 
the 12 boys"' schools targeted., only 5 had fully operative cadet systems, 
rhree other schools had stoPed cadets or offer alternatives to cadets from 
1986: Viva Bishops.. St Josephs and Christian Brother's College* Fourthly.- 
organ i zat i ona 1 P art i c i P at i on cou. I d have been stron 9 e r  1..1 i th c I ear er 
conceptualization. Perhaps there was some fault in coordinatioon with some 
of the organizations and perhaps more organizations could have been Pulled 
in. Fithly .• no use was made 0+ churches. Sixthly- communication., 
representat:ion and coordination with other sub corns was a Problem. 
Seventhly.- a Problem felt from within ECC that it was wrong to ignore 
girl's schools. Seventhly.. too many assumptions were made about school 
st"dents Perceptions of the role that the SflBF Plays. More a11ention couId 
have been devoted to educating people about the SfiDF. Ei9htly* not enough 
was made of ul.JP in the Campaign.

B u. t a 11 i n a 11 .■ w i t h t h r e e p o siti v e P o i n t s a n d e i 9 h t n e 9 a t i v e s o n e s.. a 
useful and hopeful 1 y sucess+ul campaign................
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